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MOORE, Judge. 

Macon County ("the County") and the Macon County 

Commission ("the Commission") appe a l from the d e n i a l of t h e i r 

j o i n t motions t o compel a r b i t r a t i o n of the c l a i m s a s s e r t e d 

a g a i n s t them by B r i t t a n y Murphy, W i l l i e L . Buchanna, J r . , 

W i l l i e C o l e , R e g i n a l d Huffman, M i c h a e l J o h n s o n , J e f f e r y 

M c K i n s t r y , L e v i Moore, Edward S t i n s o n , E r i k Whitlow, and 
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C e l e s t e G a r r e t t ( h e r e i n a f t e r r e f e r r e d t o c o l l e c t i v e l y as "the 

p l a i n t i f f s " ) . 1 We r e v e r s e . 

Background 

On January 14, 2010, the p l a i n t i f f s each sued American 

F a m i l y L i f e Assurance Company of Columbus ("AFLAC"), the 

County, and the Commission a s s e r t i n g c l a i m s of b r e a c h of 

c o n t r a c t ; n e g l i g e n t , r e c k l e s s , and i n t e n t i o n a l f r a u d ; 

f r a u d u l e n t d e c e i t , p u r s u a n t t o A l a . Code 1975, §§ 6-5-103 and 

-104; f r a u d u l e n t s u p p r e s s i o n , p u r s u a n t t o A l a . Code 1975, § 6¬

5-102; c o n v e r s i o n ; b r e a c h of f i d u c i a r y duty; bad f a i t h ; and 

common-law n e g l i g e n c e and/or wantonness. 

The p l a i n t i f f s a l l e g e d t h a t , as of J u l y 2007, they were 

employed by the County or the Commission; t h a t , a t v a r i o u s 

t i m e s , AFLAC had o f f e r e d the employees of the County and the 

Commission a s u p p l e m e n t a l i n s u r a n c e p o l i c y ; t h a t the County 

and the Commission had agreed t o deduct the i n s u r a n c e premiums 

due f o r the AFLAC i n s u r a n c e p o l i c i e s from i t s employees' 

p a y r o l l checks; and t h a t the County and the Commission had 

agreed t o r e m i t those premiums t o AFLAC on b e h a l f of the 

1 A l l of the cases have been c o n s o l i d a t e d f o r purposes of 
a p p e a l . 
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employees, i n c l u d i n g the p l a i n t i f f s . The p l a i n t i f f s f u r t h e r 

a l l e g e d t h a t , b e g i n n i n g a t v a r y i n g t i m e s , the County and/or 

the Commission had deducted amounts f o r t h e i r i n s u r a n c e 

premiums from t h e i r paychecks but t h a t , b e g i n n i n g i n 2007, the 

County and/or the Commission had f a i l e d t o r e m i t a l l the 

deducted amounts t o AFLAC. The p l a i n t i f f s a l s o a l l e g e d t h a t 

they d i s c o v e r e d i n 2009 t h a t t h e i r i n s u r a n c e p o l i c i e s w i t h 

AFLAC had l a p s e d due t o nonpayment of premiums, prompting them 

t o f i l e t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e c o m p l a i n t s . 

On March 3, 2010, AFLAC moved t o compel a r b i t r a t i o n of 

the p l a i n t i f f s ' c l a i m s and t o s t a y the t r i a l - c o u r t p r o c e e d i n g s 

o r , a l t e r n a t i v e l y , t o d i s m i s s those p r o c e e d i n g s . AFLAC r e l i e d 

on the expr e s s language of an a r b i t r a t i o n agreement, which 

each of the p l a i n t i f f s had e x e c u t e d a l o n g w i t h h i s or her 

r e s p e c t i v e a p p l i c a t i o n f o r the AFLAC p o l i c y . Those 

a r b i t r a t i o n agreements s t a t e , i n p e r t i n e n t p a r t : 

" I agree t h a t b i n d i n g a r b i t r a t i o n w i l l be used t o 
r e s o l v e the f o l l o w i n g c l a i m s , d i s p u t e s or l a w s u i t s : 

" 1 . Any and a l l c l a i m s , d i s p u t e s or l a w s u i t s 
t h a t I have c o n c e r n i n g my AFLAC p o l i c y ; 
and/or 

" 2 . Any c l a i m s , d i s p u t e s or l a w s u i t s t h a t I 
have c o n c e r n i n g any r e l a t i o n s h i p s t h a t my 
AFLAC i n s u r a n c e p o l i c y c r e a t e s ; and/or 
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"3. Any c l a i m s , d i s p u t e s or l a w s u i t s c o n c e r n i n g 
the v a l i d i t y o f t h i s a r b i t r a t i o n agreement; 
and/or 

"4. Any and a l l c l a i m s , d i s p u t e s or l a w s u i t s 
t h a t I have t h a t come up from the proposed 
s a l e o f the p o l i c y by any agent or employee 
o f AFLAC, i n c l u d i n g any a l l e g a t i o n o f f r a u d 
or improper a c t . 

"  

" Both I and AFLAC agree and u n d e r s t a n d t h a t 
a l l d i s p u t e s a r i s i n g under law, whether made by the 
c o u r t s or the l e g i s l a t u r e or any o t h e r law which 
i n c l u d e s b u t i s not l i m i t e d t o a l l c o n t r a c t , t o r t 
and t h i r d - p a r t y d i s p u t e s , w i l l be d e c i d e d by use o f 
b i n d i n g a r b i t r a t i o n . " 

I n s u p p o r t o f i t s motion, AFLAC s u b m i t t e d the a f f i d a v i t 

o f V i r g i l R. M i l l e r , who was employed w i t h AFLAC as v i c e 

p r e s i d e n t o f c l i e n t s e r v i c e s . I n h i s a f f i d a v i t , M i l l e r 

e s t a b l i s h e d t h a t AFLAC i s a c o r p o r a t i o n o r g a n i z e d and e x i s t i n g 

under the laws o f the S t a t e o f Nebraska; t h a t AFLAC m a i n t a i n s 

i t s p r i n c i p a l p l a c e o f b u s i n e s s i n G e o r g i a ; t h a t AFLAC engages 

i n the s a l e o f s u p p l e m e n t a l i n s u r a n c e p o l i c i e s i n a l l 50 

s t a t e s i n the U n i t e d S t a t e s ; t h a t c l a i m s on AFLAC p o l i c i e s are 

p r o c e s s e d i n G e o r g i a ; and t h a t premiums p a i d by the p l a i n t i f f s 

were sent f r o m Alabama t o the c o r p o r a t e h e a d q u a r t e r s i n 

G e o r g i a . 
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On March 5, 2010, the County and the Commission a l s o 

f i l e d j o i n t motions t o compel a r b i t r a t i o n o f the p l a i n t i f f s ' 

c l a i m s a g a i n s t them. The County and the Commission r e l i e d on 

the a r b i t r a t i o n agreement e x e c u t e d by the p l a i n t i f f s i n 

c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h t h e i r i n s u r a n c e a p p l i c a t i o n s ; the County and 

the Commission a l s o r e l i e d on the o t h e r documentation 

s u b m i t t e d by AFLAC i n s u p p o r t o f i t s motions t o compel 

a r b i t r a t i o n . The p l a i n t i f f s opposed the j o i n t motions t o 

compel a r b i t r a t i o n f i l e d by the County and the Commission. 

On November 5, 2012, the t r i a l c o u r t g r a n t e d AFLAC's 

motion t o compel a r b i t r a t i o n i n each p l a i n t i f f ' s case, and, on 

December 26, 2012, the t r i a l c o u r t d e n i e d the j o i n t motion t o 

compel a r b i t r a t i o n f i l e d by the County and the Commission i n 

each case. The County and the Commission t i m e l y f i l e d t h e i r 

n o t i c e s o f a p p e a l . 

S t a n d a r d of Review 

" ' T h i s Court r e v i e w s de novo the 
d e n i a l of a motion t o compel a r b i t r a t i o n . 
Parkway Dodge, I n c . v. Yarbrough, 779 So. 
2d 1205 ( A l a . 2000) . A motion t o compel 
a r b i t r a t i o n i s analogous t o a motion f o r a 
summary judgment. TranSouth F i n . Corp. v. 
B e l l , 739 So. 2d 1110, 1114 ( A l a . 1999). 
The p a r t y s e e k i n g t o compel a r b i t r a t i o n has 
the burden of p r o v i n g the e x i s t e n c e of a 
c o n t r a c t c a l l i n g f o r a r b i t r a t i o n and 
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p r o v i n g t h a t the c o n t r a c t e v i d e n c e s a 
t r a n s a c t i o n a f f e c t i n g i n t e r s t a t e commerce. 
I d . " [ A ] f t e r a motion t o compel a r b i t r a t i o n 
has been made and s u p p o r t e d , the burden i s 
on the non-movant t o p r e s e n t e v i d e n c e t h a t 
the supposed a r b i t r a t i o n agreement i s not 
v a l i d o r does not a p p l y t o the d i s p u t e i n 
q u e s t i o n . " Jim Burke Automotive, I n c . v.  
Beavers, 674 So. 2d 1260, 1265 n.1 ( A l a . 
1995) ( o p i n i o n on a p p l i c a t i o n f o r 
r e h e a r i n g ) . ' " 

E l i z a b e t h Homes, L.L.C. v. G a n t t , 882 So. 2d 313, 315 ( A l a . 

2003) ( q u o t i n g Fleetwood E n t e r s . , I n c . v. Bruno, 784 So. 2d 

277, 280 ( A l a . 2000)). 

A n a l y s i s 

In Green Tree F i n a n c i a l Corp. of Alabama v. V i n t s o n , 753 

So. 2d 497, 501-02 ( A l a . 1999), t h i s C ourt s t a t e d : 

" S e c t i o n 2 of the F e d e r a l A r b i t r a t i o n A c t 
('FAA') p r o v i d e s t h a t '[a] w r i t t e n p r o v i s i o n i n any 
... c o n t r a c t e v i d e n c i n g a t r a n s a c t i o n i n v o l v i n g 
[ i n t e r s t a t e ] commerce to s e t t l e by a r b i t r a t i o n a 
c o n t r o v e r s y t h e r e a f t e r a r i s i n g out of such c o n t r a c t 
or t r a n s a c t i o n ... s h a l l be v a l i d , i r r e v o c a b l e , and 
e n f o r c e a b l e . ' 9 U.S.C. § 2. Moreover, the Supreme 
Court of the U n i t e d S t a t e s has s t a t e d t h a t the FAA 
e s t a b l i s h e s a s t r o n g f e d e r a l p o l i c y f a v o r i n g 
a r b i t r a t i o n . Moses H. Cone Mem'l Hosp. v. Mercury  
C o n s t r . Corp., 460 U.S. 1, 24-25, 103 S. Ct. 927, 74 
L. Ed. 2d 765 (1983) (the FAA ' e s t a b l i s h e s t h a t , as 
a m a t t e r of f e d e r a l law, any doubts c o n c e r n i n g the 
scope of a r b i t r a b l e i s s u e s s h o u l d be r e s o l v e d i n 
f a v o r of a r b i t r a t i o n ' ) . A c c o r d i n g l y , t r i a l c o u r t s 
are r e q u i r e d t o s t a y or d i s m i s s p r o c e e d i n g s and t o 
compel a r b i t r a t i o n when the p a r t i e s have e n t e r e d 
i n t o a v a l i d c o n t r a c t c o n t a i n i n g an a r b i t r a t i o n 
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agreement, and a t r i a l c o u r t ' s d e n i a l of a motion t o 
compel a r b i t r a t i o n i s s u b j e c t t o a p p e a l . See, e.g., 
P a t r i c k Home Cen t e r , I n c . v. K a r r , 730 So. 2d 1171, 
1172 ( A l a . 1999)." 

As the p a r t i e s s e e k i n g t o compel a r b i t r a t i o n , the County 

and the Commission bore the i n i t i a l burden of p r o v i n g the 

e x i s t e n c e of a c o n t r a c t c a l l i n g f o r a r b i t r a t i o n and p r o v i n g 

t h a t the c o n t r a c t e v i d e n c e d a t r a n s a c t i o n a f f e c t i n g i n t e r s t a t e 

commerce. In g r a n t i n g AFLAC's motions t o compel a r b i t r a t i o n 

of the p l a i n t i f f s ' c l a i m s , the t r i a l c o u r t must have found 

t h a t the i n s u r a n c e a p p l i c a t i o n s and p o l i c i e s a t i s s u e 

e v i d e n c e d t r a n s a c t i o n s i n i n t e r s t a t e commerce, as r e q u i r e d by 

the FAA. 

In s e e k i n g t o compel a r b i t r a t i o n of the c l a i m s a s s e r t e d 

a g a i n s t them, the County and the Commission r e l i e d on the same 

evid e n c e p r e s e n t e d by AFLAC to e s t a b l i s h t h a t the a p p l i c a t i o n s 

f o r i n s u r a n c e and the r e s u l t i n g i n s u r a n c e p o l i c i e s bore the 

n e c e s s a r y nexus w i t h i n t e r s t a t e commerce. On a p p e a l , the 

County and the Commission r e a s s e r t t h a t the n e c e s s a r y nexus 

w i t h i n t e r s t a t e commerce e x i s t s ; the p l a i n t i f f s have not 

d i s p u t e d t h a t a s s e r t i o n . We, t h e r e f o r e , conclude t h a t the 

County and the Commission met t h e i r burden of p r o o f as t o the 

i n t e r s t a t e - c o m m e r c e i s s u e . 
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We next address whether the County and the Commission 

s u f f i c i e n t l y e s t a b l i s h e d t h a t the e x i s t e n c e of a c o n t r a c t 

c a l l i n g f o r a r b i t r a t i o n of the c l a i m s a s s e r t e d by the 

p l a i n t i f f s a g a i n s t them. The County and the Commission a s s e r t 

t h a t the language of the a r b i t r a t i o n agreements i s b r o a d 

enough t o encompass the p l a i n t i f f s ' c l a i m s a g a i n s t them and t o 

a l l o w them t o i n v o k e the a r b i t r a t i o n p r o v i s i o n , even though 

the County and the Commission are not s i g n a t o r i e s t o the 

a r b i t r a t i o n agreements. In t h e i r a p p e l l e e s ' b r i e f , the 

p l a i n t i f f s argue t h a t the a r b i t r a t i o n agreements are not b r o a d 

enough t o encompass t h e i r c l a i m s a g a i n s t the County and the 

Commission because they do not e x p r e s s l y r e f e r t o the County 

or the Commission and the language i n the agreements i s too 

narrow i n scope t o encompass any c l a i m s but those a s s e r t e d 

a g a i n s t AFLAC. 

We r e c o g n i z e t h a t a r b i t r a t i o n i s a matter of c o n t r a c t and 

t h a t , w i t h c e r t a i n l i m i t e d e x c e p t i o n s , i . e . , a t h i r d - p a r t y 

b e n e f i c i a r y t h e o r y or a t h e o r y of e q u i t a b l e e s t o p p e l or the 

i n t e r t w i n i n g of c l a i m s , the g e n e r a l r u l e i s t h a t a p a r t y may 

not be c o m p e l l e d t o a r b i t r a t e a d i s p u t e u n l e s s he or she has 

agreed t o do so. See Ex p a r t e C a i n , 838 So. 2d 1020, 1026 
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( A l a . 2002); and Ex p a r t e L o v e j o y , 790 So. 2d 933, 937 ( A l a . 

2000). 

In Green Tree, s u p r a , our supreme c o u r t s t a t e d : 

"Whether an a r b i t r a t i o n p r o v i s i o n encompasses a 
p a r t y ' s c l a i m s ' i s a matter of c o n t r a c t 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n , which i n t e r p r e t a t i o n i s g u i d e d by 
the i n t e n t of the p a r t i e s , and which i n t e n t , absent 
a m b i g u i t y i n the c l a u s e , i s e v i d e n c e d by the p l a i n 
language of the c l a u s e . ' A l l i e d - B r u c e T e r m i n i x Cos.  
v. Dobson, 684 So. 2d 102, 110 ( A l a . 1995)." 

753 So. 2d a t 505. Thus, we r e v i e w the language of the 

a r b i t r a t i o n agreements and the a l l e g a t i o n s of the p l a i n t i f f s ' 

c o m p l a i n t s t o determine i f t h e i r c l a i m s a g a i n s t the County and 

the Commission f a l l w i t h i n the p l a i n language of t h e i r 

a r b i t r a t i o n agreements or i f one of the l i m i t e d e x c e p t i o n s t o 

the g e n e r a l r u l e r e c o g n i z e d by our supreme c o u r t a p p l i e s . 

In c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t h e i r a p p l i c a t i o n s f o r an AFLAC 

i n s u r a n c e p o l i c y , the p l a i n t i f f s each e x e c u t e d an a r b i t r a t i o n 

agreement r e q u i r i n g them t o a r b i t r a t e the f o l l o w i n g : 

"1. Any and a l l c l a i m s , d i s p u t e s , or l a w s u i t s 
t h a t I have c o n c e r n i n g my AFLAC p o l i c y ; 
and/or 

"2. Any c l a i m s , d i s p u t e s or l a w s u i t s t h a t I 
have c o n c e r n i n g any r e l a t i o n s h i p s t h a t my 
AFLAC i n s u r a n c e p o l i c y c r e a t e s ; and/or 
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"3. Any c l a i m s , d i s p u t e s or l a w s u i t s c o n c e r n i n g 
the v a l i d i t y of my a r b i t r a t i o n agreement; 
and/or 

"4. Any and a l l c l a i m s , d i s p u t e s or l a w s u i t s 
t h a t I have t h a t come up from the proposed 
s a l e of the p o l i c y by any agent or employee 
of AFLAC, i n c l u d i n g any a l l e g a t i o n of f r a u d 
or improper a c t . 

"  

" Both I and AFLAC agree and u n d e r s t a n d t h a t 
a l l d i s p u t e s a r i s i n g under law, whether made by the 
c o u r t s or the l e g i s l a t u r e or any o t h e r law which 
i n c l u d e s but i s not l i m i t e d t o a l l c o n t r a c t , t o r t 
and t h i r d p a r t y d i s p u t e s , w i l l be d e c i d e d by the use 
of b i n d i n g a r b i t r a t i o n . " 

In t h e i r c o m p l a i n t s , the p l a i n t i f f s a l l e g e d t h a t they 

"purchased s a i d i n s u r a n c e p r o d u c t s from the Defendant AFLAC by 

and through i t s agents and s e r v a n t s , the County and the 

Commission, [and t h a t ] the [ p l a i n t i f f s were] t o l d t h a t the 

premiums f o r s a i d coverage would be p a y r o l l deducted from the 

[ p l a i n t i f f s ' ] p a ycheck[s] and r e m i t t e d by the County and the 

Commission t o Defendant AFLAC." The p l a i n t i f f s a l l e g e d t h a t 

the County and the Commission were l i a b l e because they had 

breached t h e i r agreement or o t h e r w i s e a c t e d w r o n g f u l l y or 

f r a u d u l e n t l y " w h i l e a c t i n g as agents, s e r v a n t s , employees 

and/or r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of Defendant AFLAC ... f o r the 

c o l l e c t i o n and r e m i s s i o n of i n s u r a n c e premiums." 
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The case of ECS, I n c . v. G o f f Group, I n c . , 880 So. 2d 

1140 ( A l a . 2003), addresses i s s u e s s u b s t a n t i a l l y s i m i l a r t o 

the i s s u e s p r e s e n t e d i n these c o n s o l i d a t e d a p p e a l s . In ECS,  

I n c . , G o f f Group, I n c . , sued ECS, I n c . , and r e l a t e d p a r t i e s 

( h e r e i n a f t e r r e f e r r e d t o c o l l e c t i v e l y as "ECS"), a l l e g i n g 

f r a u d , t o r t i o u s i n t e r f e r e n c e w i t h a c o n t r a c t u a l / b u s i n e s s 

r e l a t i o n s h i p , the t o r t of o u t r a g e , c o n s p i r a c y , u n f a i r 

c o m p e t i t i o n , v i o l a t i o n of t r a d e s e c r e t s , c o n v e r s i o n , and 

" t o r t i o u s t r a i n i n g and s u p e r v i s i o n . " I d . a t 1143. G o f f ' s 

c l a i m s were based on a b u s i n e s s arrangement i n v o l v i n g G o f f , 

ECS, and c e r t a i n i n s u r a n c e companies. Goff and the i n s u r a n c e 

companies were p a r t i e s t o a c o n t r a c t u a l agreement, which 

i n c l u d e d an a r b i t r a t i o n p r o v i s i o n . I_d. a t 1143. A l t h o u g h ECS 

was i n v o l v e d i n the b u s i n e s s arrangement — Go f f forwarded 

c o l l e c t e d premiums to ECS which then forwarded a c e r t a i n 

p o r t i o n of those premiums t o the i n s u r a n c e companies — ECS 

was not a p a r t y t o the c o n t r a c t or t o the a r b i t r a t i o n 

agreement. I d . 

ECS moved to compel a r b i t r a t i o n of G o f f ' s c l a i m s , and the 

t r i a l c o u r t d e n i e d t h a t motion. I d . a t 1145. On a p p e a l , our 

supreme c o u r t c o n c l u d e d t h a t ECS was e n t i t l e d t o i n v o k e the 
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a r b i t r a t i o n agreement, d e s p i t e i t s s t a t u s as a n o n s i g n a t o r y , 

because the language of the a r b i t r a t i o n agreement was not so 

r e s t r i c t i v e as t o p r e c l u d e a r b i t r a t i o n of the c l a i m s a s s e r t e d 

a g a i n s t ECS by G o f f , G o f f ' s c l a i m s a g a i n s t ECS arose out of 

the b u s i n e s s c o n t r a c t between G o f f and the i n s u r a n c e 

companies, G o f f ' s c l a i m s a g a i n s t ECS were i n t e r t w i n e d w i t h i t s 

c l a i m s a g a i n s t the o t h e r s i g n a t o r i e s t o the a r b i t r a t i o n 

agreement, and G o f f ' s c l a i m s a g a i n s t the o t h e r s i g n a t o r i e s 

would be r e s o l v e d i n a r b i t r a t i o n and, as a r e s u l t , G o f f ' s 

c l a i m s a g a i n s t ECS must a l s o be r e s o l v e d i n a r b i t r a t i o n . I d . 

at 1146-48. 

As i n ECS, I n c . , the language of the a r b i t r a t i o n 

agreements a t i s s u e i n these cases i s not so r e s t r i c t i v e as t o 

p r e c l u d e a r b i t r a t i o n of the p l a i n t i f f s ' c l a i m s a g a i n s t the 

County and the Commission. A summary r e v i e w of the c o m p l a i n t s 

r e v e a l t h a t the c l a i m s a s s e r t e d by the p l a i n t i f f s a g a i n s t the 

County and the Commission concern the AFLAC i n s u r a n c e 

a p p l i c a t i o n s and p o l i c i e s , c l e a r l y r e l a t e t o r e l a t i o n s h i p s 

c r e a t e d by the AFLAC p o l i c i e s , and c l e a r l y r e l a t e t o the 

proposed s a l e of p o l i c i e s by an a l l e g e d AFLAC agent and 

i n c l u d e a l l e g a t i o n s of f r a u d and improper a c t i o n s ; the 
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p l a i n t i f f s ' c l a i m s a g a i n s t the County and the Commission a l s o 

c o u l d be c h a r a c t e r i z e d as t h i r d - p a r t y d i s p u t e s a r i s i n g from 

the s a l e of AFLAC i n s u r a n c e p o l i c i e s . Thus, the language of 

the a r b i t r a t i o n agreements i s not so r e s t r i c t i v e as t o 

p r e c l u d e a r b i t r a t i o n of the c l a i m s a s s e r t e d a g a i n s t the County 

and the Commission, even though the County and the Commission 

are not s i g n a t o r i e s t o those agreements. 

A l s o s i m i l a r t o the f a c t u a l s c e n a r i o i n ECS, I n c . , sup r a , 

the c l a i m s a s s e r t e d a g a i n s t the County and the Commission 

a r i s e out of the p l a i n t i f f s ' u n d e r l y i n g c o n t r a c t s w i t h the 

s i g n a t o r y t o the a r b i t r a t i o n agreements, i . e . , the p l a i n t i f f s ' 

c l a i m s a g a i n s t the County and the Commission a r i s e out of the 

p l a i n t i f f s ' a p p l i c a t i o n s f o r i n s u r a n c e w i t h AFLAC and the 

r e s u l t i n g i n s u r a n c e p o l i c i e s i s s u e d by AFLAC. Moreover, the 

p l a i n t i f f s ' c l a i m s a g a i n s t the County and the Commission are 

i n t e r t w i n e d w i t h t h e i r c l a i m s a g a i n s t AFLAC because those 

c l a i m s a l l e g e t h a t the County and the Commission were, a t a l l 

r e l e v a n t t i m e s , a c t i n g as AFLAC's agents. We f a i l t o see how 

the p l a i n t i f f s ' c l a i m s a g a i n s t the County and the Commission 

can be r e s o l v e d w i t h o u t r e f e r e n c e t o the p l a i n t i f f s ' 

a p p l i c a t i o n s f o r i n s u r a n c e w i t h AFLAC, the p o l i c i e s i s s u e d by 
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AFLAC t o the p l a i n t i f f s , and the r o l e p l a y e d by the County and 

the Commission i n o b t a i n i n g and m a i n t a i n i n g those p o l i c i e s . 

We agree w i t h the County and the Commission t h a t the 

language of the a r b i t r a t i o n agreements i s not ambiguous and 

t h a t i t i s broad enough t o encompass the p l a i n t i f f s ' c l a i m s 

a s s e r t e d a g a i n s t them. Because the p l a i n t i f f s ' c l a i m s a g a i n s t 

AFLAC w i l l be r e s o l v e d i n a r b i t r a t i o n and because those c l a i m s 

are i n t e r t w i n e d w i t h the p l a i n t i f f s ' c l a i m s a g a i n s t the County 

and the Commission, the p l a i n t i f f s must a l s o r e s o l v e t h e i r 

c l a i m s a g a i n s t the County and the Commission i n a r b i t r a t i o n . 

We, t h e r e f o r e , r e v e r s e the t r i a l c o u r t ' s d e n i a l of the motions 

to compel a r b i t r a t i o n f i l e d by the County and the Commission. 

We remand the causes f o r e n t r y of an o r d e r c o n s i s t e n t w i t h 

t h i s o p i n i o n . 

2120755 -- REVERSED AND REMANDED WITH INSTRUCTIONS. 

2120756 -- REVERSED AND REMANDED WITH INSTRUCTIONS. 

2120757 -- REVERSED AND REMANDED WITH INSTRUCTIONS. 

2120758 -- REVERSED AND REMANDED WITH INSTRUCTIONS. 

2120759 -- REVERSED AND REMANDED WITH INSTRUCTIONS. 

2120760 -- REVERSED AND REMANDED WITH INSTRUCTIONS. 

2120761 -- REVERSED AND REMANDED WITH INSTRUCTIONS. 
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2120762 -- REVERSED AND REMANDED WITH INSTRUCTIONS. 

2120763 -- REVERSED AND REMANDED WITH INSTRUCTIONS. 

2120764 -- REVERSED AND REMANDED WITH INSTRUCTIONS. 

P i t t m a n , Thomas, and Donaldson, J J . , concur. 

Thompson, P.J., concurs i n the r e s u l t , w i t h o u t w r i t i n g . 
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