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Before: HAWKINS, McKEOWN, and IKUTA, Circuit Judges.  

Arizona state prisoner Merwin Michael Hill appeals pro se from the district

court’s judgment denying his 28 U.S.C. § 2254 habeas petition.  We have

FILED
AUG 26 2010

MOLLY C. DWYER, CLERK
U.S. COURT OF APPEALS



09-150582

jurisdiction under 28 U.S.C. § 2253, and we affirm. 

Hill contends that he received ineffective assistance of counsel rendering his

guilty plea involuntary because his trial counsel failed to interview several

witnesses before Hill pled guilty and his trial counsel failed to challenge the

sufficiency of the State’s evidence supporting the “serious physical injury” element

of Hill’s aggravated assault charge.  However, the Arizona court’s denial of Hill’s

claims was not an unreasonable application of clearly established Supreme Court

law.  See 28 U.S.C. § 2254(d)(1); see also Hill v. Lockhart, 474 U.S. 52, 57-59

(1985) (holding that two-part Strickland v. Washington test applies to challenges to

guilty pleas based on ineffective assistance of counsel).   

AFFIRMED.


