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NICHOLAS A. TRUTANICH
United States Attorney

District of Nevada
Nevada Bar Number 13644
JAMES A. BLUM
Assistant United States Attorney
501 Las Vegas Boulevard South, Suite 1100
Las Vegas, Nevada 89101
(702) 388-6336
james.blum@usdoj.gov
Attorneys for the United States
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
DISTRICT OF NEVADA
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 3:20-CV-
Plaintiff The United States of America’s
Unopposed Motion to Toll the Time to
V. File a Civil Complaint for Forfeiture in
Rem of the Property
$285,450.00 IN UNITED STATES (First Request)
CURRENCY,
Defendant.
This is the First Motion to Toll the Time to File a Civil Complaint for Forfeiture in
Rem of the Property (Motion). The United States of America requests that this Court toll

the time for the United States to file a civil complaint for forfeiture in rem of $285,450.00 in
United States Currency (the property) to and including February 22,2021 (which is sixty
days after the current approximate filing deadline). The property was seized on or around
June 23 through 24, 2020 from a Federal Express parcel associated with putative Claimant
Thomas Patton.

This Motion is made pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 983(a)(3)(a) and Local Rule LR IA 6-
1. The grounds for this Motion are: (1) the United States and putative Claimant are
engaged in settlement negotiations; (2) the United States and putative Claimant are
conducting additional investigation and gathering additional information to inform those
settlement negotiations; (3) the United States and putative Claimant agree that a sixty-day

extension of the filing deadline for this civil in rem forfeiture matter will provide a fair
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opportunity to further the additional investigation, additional information gathering, and
settlement negotiations; and (4) tolling the time with respect to all filings stands to save the
United States, putative Claimant, and the Court substantial time and resources. Counsel
for the United States and counsel for putative Claimant have discussed this matter, and the
parties are in agreement that the Court’s granting of this Motion would facilitate settlement
negotiations and potential litigation efficiencies. The current deadline for filing a civil
complaint for forfeiture in rem of the property is on or about December 23, 2020.

Dated this 18th day of December 2020.

NICHOLAS A. TRUTANICH
United States Attorney

/s/ James A. Blum
JAMES A. BLUM
Assistant United States Attorney
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MEMORANDUM OFPOINTS AND AUTHORITIES
I. STATEMENT OF FACTS

On or about June 23 through 24, 2020, $285,450 in United States currency was
seized from a Federal Express parcel associated with putative Claimant in Washoe County,
Nevada.

The $285,450 was subject to administrative summary forfeiture proceedings;
however, putative Claimant filed an administrative claim on or about September 24, 2020,
for the property. The government and putative Claimant are engaged in settlement
negotiations.

II. ARGUMENT

This Court should grant this application for an extension of time to file a civil

complaint for forfeiture in rem of the $285,450 because putative Claimant has agreed to

such an extension. See 18 U.S.C. § 983(a)(3)(A); Local Rule LR TA 6-1.

[T]he Government shall file a complaint for forfeiture in the manner set forth in the
Supplemental Rules for Certain Admiralty and Maritime Claims . . . , a court in the
district in which a complaint will be filed may extend the period for filing a
complaint for good cause shown or upon agreement of the parties.

18 U.S.C. § 983(a)(3)(A) (brackets and ellipsis added).

The filing of a civil complaint for forfeiture in rem, pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 983,
starts a civil forfeiture in rem action. A district court has the authority under 18 U.S.C.

§ 983(a)(3)(A) to extend the period of time to file a civil complaint for forfeiture in rem
based on the agreement of the parties. Doing otherwise could interfere with the settlement-
negotiation process and prompt unnecessary litigation.

On December 16, 2020, putative Claimant’s counsel, Jacek Lentz, agreed to the
extension of time and authorized counsel for the United States to file this unopposed
Motion with this Court. Because the parties have agreed that the United States should be
allowed an extension of time to file its civil complaint for forfeiture in rem, the government

asks this Court to grant its Motion pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 983(a)(3)(A).
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This Application is not submitted solely for the purpose of delay or for any other
Improper purpose.
III. CONCLUSION

This Court should grant an extension of time to and including February 22,2021 for
the United States to file a civil complaint for forfeiture in rem of the $285,450 because the
parties have agreed to the extension and the request for the extension is supported by good
cause.

The United States has served putative Claimant, via his attorney, with this Motion
simultaneously upon the filing of the Motion, and the United States will serve putative
Claimant, via his attorney, with any Order issued by this Court on the Motion.

Dated this 18th day of December 2020.

Respectfully submitted,

NICHOLAS A. TRUTANICH
United States Attorney

/s/ James A. Blum

JAMES A. BLUM
Assistant United States Attorney

IT IS SO ORDERED:

UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE

DATED: December 21, 2020
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
On December 18, 2020, a copy of the foregoing United States of America’s
Unopposed Motion to Toll the Time to File a Civil Complaint for Forfeiture in Rem

was served upon counsel of record via following methods:

USPS First Class Mail and Electronic Mail:
Jacek W. Lentz, Esq.

The Lentz Law Firm, P.C.

9171 Wilshire Boulevard

Suite 500

Beverly Hills, CA 90210

(213) 250-9200

jwl@lentzlawfirm.com

Attorneys for Claimant

/s/ Maritess Recinto
MARITESS RECINTO
Paralegal Specialist

US Attorney’s Office
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