
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF VIRGINIA

Richmond Division

WILMER JEROME KNIGHT,

Petitioner,

v. Civil Action No. 3:14CV524

HAROLD CLARKE,

Respondent.

MEMORANDUM OPINION

Wilmer Jerome Knight, a Virginia inmate proceedingpro se, submitted this 28 U.S.C.

§ 2254 Petition (ECF No. 1). Knight challenges his 1992 drug and firearm convictions in the

Circuit Court for the Cityof Richmond. The Court previously denied another 28 U.S.C. § 2254

petition by Knight challengingtheseconvictions. See Knight v. Everett, No. 3:07CV634,2008

WL 2964537,at *l-2 (E.D. Va. Aug. 1, 2008).

The Antiterrorism and Effective Death Penalty Actof 1996 restricted thejurisdiction of

the district courts to hear second or successive applications for federal habeas corpusrelief by

prisonersattackingthe validityof theirconvictionsandsentencesby establishinga"gatekeeping

mechanism."Felker v. Turpin, 518 U.S. 651, 657 (1996) (internal quotation marks omitted).

Specifically, "[bjefore a second or successive application permitted by this section is filed in the

district court, the applicant shall move in the appropriate courtof appeals for an order

authorizing the district court to consider the application." 28 U.S.C. § 2244(b)(3)(A). The Court

has notreceivedauthorizationfrom the United StatesCourt of Appealsfor the FourthCircuit to

file the present § 2254 Petition. Therefore, the action will beDISMISSED for want of

jurisdiction. Knight'soutstandingmotion(ECFNo. 2) will be DENIED.




