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Carl Jay Cooper, Jr. pleaded guilty to battery* as a Class C felony and was
sentenced to eight years executed. He appeals, arguing that his sentence was
inappropriate in light of the nature of the offense and character of the offender. We
affirm.

On July 10, 2009, Cooper went to the home of Shannon McCaffry and Ty
Deforest, armed with a baseball bat, and informed Shannon that he was going to hit Ty
with the baseball bat. She tried to get him to leave, and Cooper shoved her to the ground
and hit her two to three times in the back with the bat. Ty came out to help Shannon, and
Cooper struck him in the head five or six times with the bat. Cooper was charged with
two counts of Class C felony battery, and was sentenced to eight years executed after
pleading guilty to one count. He now appeals.

Appellate courts may revise a sentence after careful review of the trial court’s
decision if they conclude that the sentence is inappropriate based on the nature of the
offense and the character of the offender. Ind. Appellate Rule 7(B). Here, the nature of
the offense was violent and involved an unprovoked attack in which Cooper repeatedly
hit one person in the back and the other in the head with a baseball bat. As to his
character, Cooper, who was only twenty-seven, had an extensive criminal history, which
consisted of one juvenile adjudication, eight misdemeanor convictions, and three felony
convictions. We therefore conclude that Cooper’s eight-year executed sentence was not
inappropriate. Affirmed.

FRIEDLANDER, J., and ROBB, J., concur.

! See Ind. Code § 35-42-2-1(a)(3).



