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IN THE COURT OF APPEALS OF IOWA

No. 3-575 / 03-1059

Filed August 13, 2003

IN THE INTEREST OF J.C.U.,

Minor Child,

A.S., Mother,


Appellant.


Appeal from the Iowa District Court for Keokuk County, Lucy J. Gamon, District Associate Judge.


A.S. appeals from the termination of her parental rights to J.C.U.  AFFIRMED.


Edward Conrad of Conrad Law Office, Sigourney, for appellant


Joel Yates of Clements Law Firm, Oskaloosa, for father.


Thomas J. Miller, Attorney General, Kathrine S. Miller-Todd, Assistant Attorney General, and John Schroeder, County Attorney, for appellee-State.


Eric Palmer of Palmer & Palmer Law Firm, Oskaloosa, for minor child.


Considered by Vogel, P.J., and Mahan and Zimmer, JJ.

MAHAN, J.
Angela appeals the termination of her parental rights.  She contends the juvenile court erred in concluding there was clear and convincing evidence to terminate her parental rights and the State did not engage in reasonable efforts to reunite her with her child.  We affirm.  

Angela is the mother of J.C.U., who was born in April 2001.  In March 2003 the State filed a petition to terminate Angela’s parental rights.  The juvenile court terminated Angela’s parental rights under Iowa Code section 232.116(1)(h) (2003).  The court found “she has had many relationship difficulties, numerous moves and changes of employment, and problems with the criminal justice system.”  Angela appeals.  

I.
The scope of review in termination cases is de novo.  In re J.L.W., 570 N.W.2d 778, 780 (Iowa Ct. App. 1997).  The grounds for termination must be proven by clear and convincing evidence.  In re S.R., 600 N.W.2d 63, 64 (Iowa Ct. App. 1999).

II.
After a careful review of the record, we find there was clear and convincing evidence to terminate Angela’s parental rights.  Angela has displayed instability in her residence and employment.  She is financially unable to support both herself and her child.  “At some point, the rights and needs of the child rise above the rights and needs of the parent.”  In re J.L.W., 570 N.W.2d 778, 781 (Iowa Ct. App. 1997).  Furthermore, Angela has failed to maintain a relationship with J.C.U.  As the juvenile court stated: “Angela is a virtual stranger to him.”  Angela had nine brief visits with her child throughout this case.  During those visits, she did not demonstrate a clear understanding of the significant responsibilities of motherhood.  For these reasons, we find the juvenile court properly terminated Angela’s parental rights under section 232.116(1)(h).  


III.
We find Angela did not preserve error with regard to her argument that the Department of Human Services (DHS) failed to make reasonable reunification efforts.  While the State has an obligation to make reasonable efforts, it is a parent’s responsibility to demand services if they are not offered prior to the termination hearing.  In re H.L.B.R., 567 N.W.2d 675, 679 (Iowa Ct. App. 1997).  No evidence appears in the record that Angela challenged the services provided at the appropriate times.  We accordingly decline to address this issue on appeal.


We affirm the decision of the juvenile court.

AFFIRMED.







