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IN THE COURT OF APPEALS OF IOWA

No. 3-466 / 03-0758
Filed July 10, 2003

IN THE INTEREST OF M.M. and J.M.,


Minor Children,

R.A.M., Mother, 


Appellant.


Appeal from the Iowa District Court for Woodbury County, Brian Michaelson, Associate Juvenile Judge.  

A mother appeals the termination of her parental rights to two of her children.  AFFIRMED.

John Moeller, Sioux City, for appellant mother.  


Thomas J. Miller, Attorney General, Kathrine Miller-Todd, Assistant Attorney General, Thomas S. Mullin, County Attorney, and Marlene Loftus, Assistant County Attorney, for appellee State.


Lesley Rynell, Sioux City, for minor child.  


Considered by Zimmer, P. J., and Hecht and Eisenhauer, JJ.  

EISENHAUER, J.

A mother appeals the termination of her parental rights to two of her children.  She contends clear and convincing evidence does not support termination.  We review her claims de novo.  In re C.H., 652 N.W.2d 144, 147 (Iowa 2002).  


The juvenile court terminated parental rights pursuant to Iowa Code sections 232.116(1)(b), (d), (e), and (i) (2003).  We need only find termination proper on one ground to affirm.  In re R.R.K., 544 N.W.2d 274, 276 (Iowa Ct. App. 1995).  We conclude clear and convincing evidence supports termination under section 232.116(1)(d).  Despite being offered numerous services, the circumstances which led to adjudication continue to exist.  The mother continues to be involved with a man convicted of sexual abuse of a minor, despite being repeatedly told such involvement could result in the termination of her parental rights.  She does not see her boyfriend as a threat to her children.  The mother had not had contact with her children in the six months leading up to the termination hearing because she claimed to have obligations to her boyfriend that interfered with visitations.  


At the core of the mother’s difficulties are serious mental health problems for which she has received limited, sporadic treatment.  She refuses to take medications to address these problems.  The mother’s mental health issues, including borderline intellectual functioning and a personality disorder with prominent anti-social and obsessive/compulsive personality traits, have limited her capacity to form close attachments with her children.  She is the mother of eight children by six different fathers.  Only one of her children is currently in her care, having returned after residing with his grandparents for an extended period of time.  The mother’s history of abandoning her children is well-established in the record.


Because the statutory requirements for termination have been shown by clear and convincing evidence, we affirm.


AFFIRMED.
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