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IN THE COURT OF APPEALS OF IOWA

No. 3-475 / 03-0881
Filed July 10, 2003
IN THE INTEREST OF D.D., M.L.D., and M.D.,


Minor Children,

M.D., Mother, 


Appellant.


Appeal from the Iowa District Court for Scott County, James A. Weaver, District Associate Judge.  

A mother appeals the termination of her parental rights to her children.  AFFIRMED.

Stephen Newport, of Newport & Newport, P.L.C, Davenport, for appellant mother.  


Thomas J. Miller, Attorney General, Tabitha Gardner, Assistant Attorney General, William Davis, County Attorney, and Gerda Lane, Assistant County Attorney, for appellee State.


Angela Reyes, Davenport, for minor children.  


Considered by Zimmer, P. J., and Hecht and Eisenhauer, JJ.  

EISENHAUER, J.

A mother appeals the termination of her parental rights to her children.  She contends the district court erred in terminating her parental rights because the service providers prevented reunification, the State failed to prove the grounds for termination by clear and convincing evidence, and termination is not in the children’s best interests.  We review her claims de novo.  In re C.H., 652 N.W.2d 144, 147 (Iowa 2002).  


The district court terminated parental rights to all three children pursuant to Iowa Code section 232.116(1)(f) (Supp. 2001).  The only dispute is whether the children could have been returned to their mother’s care at the time of termination.  We conclude they could not.  Despite an improvement in her parenting ability that enabled the mother to gain unsupervised, overnight visits, the mother’s behavior in the months leading up to the termination hearing had regressed.  During that time, she was unable to furnish her children with a proper home, she was allowing other people to physically discipline her children, and the children were arriving to school late, dirty, inappropriately dressed, and hungry.  Although the mother claims keeping an untidy home and having a mental disability are not sufficient reasons to terminate parental rights, there is no evidence that the district court relied on these factors in ordering termination.  Instead, the court noted the mother is unable to provide stable housing and to meet her children’s development needs.  The court also found the mother failed to recognize her responsibility to her children, and if the children were returned to her care they would be subjected to harmful effects through lack of supervision. 

The mother’s claim that her service providers prevented reunification is likewise without merit where the service providers were changed in May 2002 to allow her a “fresh start.”  The mother admitted at the termination hearing that her Department of Human Services case manager had given her a fair chance at reunification.  Following the change in services, the mother did not challenge the services being offered to her.  Accordingly, she cannot challenge her services now.  See In re L.M.W., 518 N.W.2d 804, 807 (Iowa Ct. App. 1994).  

We also conclude termination is in the best interests of the children.  In addition to the mother’s difficulty in providing a safe, clean home, and appropriately disciplining and caring for the children, the children are afraid of their mother.  The mother’s case manager, the guardian ad litem, and the CASA all agreed termination was in the children’s best interest.  


While the law requires a “full measure of patience with troubled parents who attempt to remedy a lack of parenting skills,” this patience has been built into the statutory scheme of chapter 232.  In re C.B., 611 N.W.2d 489, 494 (Iowa 2000).  Children should not be forced to endlessly await the maturity of a natural parent.  Id.  At some point, the rights and needs of the child rise above the rights and needs of the parent.  In re J.L.W., 570 N.W.2d 778, 781 (Iowa Ct. App. 1997).  


Because the statutory grounds for termination have been met and termination is in the best interests of the children, we affirm the district court’s order terminating the mother’s parental rights.


AFFIRMED.
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