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IN THE COURT OF APPEALS OF IOWA 

No. 5-083 / 04-2039
Filed February 9, 2005
IN THE INTEREST OF N.B., 


Minor Child,

M.B., Mother,


Appellant.


Appeal from the Iowa District Court for Polk County, Karla J. Fultz, Associate Juvenile Judge.  


A mother appeals from the termination of her parental rights to her child.  AFFIRMED.

Bryan Tingle of Kragnes, Tingle & Koenig, P.C., Des Moines, for appellant-mother.  


Thomas J. Miller, Attorney General, Kathrine Miller-Todd, Assistant Attorney General, John Sarcone, County Attorney, and Jon Anderson, Assistant County Attorney, for appellee-State.  


Nancy Pietz, Des Moines, for the father.

Kimberly Ayotte, Youth Law Center, Des Moines, for the child.  


Considered by Huitink, P.J., and Miller and Eisenhauer, JJ.

EISENHAUER, J.


A mother appeals from the termination of her parental rights to her child.  She contends generally that she wants “to be with her child in the future” and “every child needs their parents,” and termination is not in the child’s best interest.  We review her claims de novo.  In re C.H., 652 N.W.2d 144, 147 (Iowa 2002).


M.B’s parental rights were terminated pursuant to sections 232.116(1)(b), (e), (g), (h), and (i) (2003).  N.B. was born on May 10, 2003 and was placed in foster care in February 2004.  M.B. does not dispute the State proved the grounds for termination under sections 232.116(1)(e), (g), (h), and (i) by clear and convincing evidence.  We need only find termination proper under one ground to affirm.  In re R.R.K., 544 N.W.2d 274, 276 (Iowa Ct. App. 1995).  Accordingly, we need not address whether the State proved the grounds for termination under section 232.116(1)(b).


M.B. next contends termination is not in the child’s best interest.  We disagree.  M.B. has previously had her parental rights to three other children terminated.  She never appeared to present her case either in the underlying child in need of assistance proceeding or in this termination of parental rights proceeding.  Her attorney appeared at the termination hearing and was allowed to withdraw because he had no contact with his client.  M.B. has long criminal and mental health histories.  She attempted to commit suicide in front of the child.  She has not had contact with the child since his removal in February 2004, has not supported the child, and has not availed herself to the services offered her.  Children should not be forced to endlessly await the maturity of a natural parent.  In re C.B., 611 N.W.2d 489, 494 (Iowa 2000).  At some point, the rights and needs of the child rise above the rights and needs of the parent.  In re J.L.W., 570 N.W.2d 778, 781 (Iowa Ct. App. 1997).  Although the child is in the custody of the father, M.B. has demonstrated a complete inability or unwillingness to parent this child.  No benefit and only harm can come from allowing the relationship of mother and child to continue.  


AFFIRMED.
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