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 A mother appeals the termination of her parental rights to her three 

children.  AFFIRMED. 
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VAITHESWARAN, J. 

 A mother appeals the termination of her parental rights to her three 

children, born in 2003, 2006, and 2012.  She does not challenge the statutory 

grounds for termination.  She simply seeks “additional time for reunification” or 

the creation of a guardianship in lieu of termination.  See Iowa Code 

§§ 232.104(2)(b), .116(3)(a) (2013).  On our de novo review, we agree with the 

district court that neither option is warranted.   

 The mother has a criminal history and a history of substance abuse.  Her 

youngest child was born with signs of drug withdrawal.   

 All three children were removed from the parents’ care in March 2013 and 

were placed with the mother’s sister after a short stay elsewhere.  The children 

remained out of the mother’s care through the termination hearing in January 

2015.  During that period, the mother was in and out of jail and continued to 

abuse drugs.  

 The mother did not participate in the termination hearing.  At the time of 

the hearing, she had been in jail for three months on a charge of possession of a 

controlled substance.  A hearing to revoke her probation was scheduled for a 

later date and a jail-based drug treatment program was slated to continue for at 

least a month after the termination hearing.   

 Although the mother acted appropriately during supervised visits, she 

showed no signs of eschewing drugs despite years of State-sponsored services.  

In short, her prognosis for reunification with her children was dim.  Accordingly, a 

six-month extension of time or the creation of a guardianship with her sister 

would have served no useful purpose.   
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 We affirm the termination of the mother’s parental rights to her three 

children. 

 AFFIRMED. 

 


