
STATEOFLOUISIANA

COURTOFAPPEAL, FIRSTCIRCUIT

STATEOFLOUISIANA

VERSUS

TERRANCEJAMESKELM

InRe: TerranceJames

22ndJudicial

No. 456903. 

Kelm, applying

DistrictCourt, 

NO. 2014KW1216

nr-rnq ~o14 ,_ ~ 
JI! \J "-jf~_t

forsupervisorywrits, 

ParishofSt. Tammany, 

BEFORE: WHIPPLE, C.J., McCLENDONANDHIGGINBOTHAM, JJ. 

WRITDENIED. Thetrialcourtdidnoterrindenyingthe

motionforproductionofpublicrecords." Requestsfor

productionofthedistrictattorney'sfilespursuanttothe

PublicRecordsLawcannotbeenforcedaspartofacriminal

proceeding. Relatorshouldfollowtheenforcementprocedures

setforthinLa. R.S. 44:35(C). SeealsoStateexrel. McKnight

v. State, 98-2258 (La. App. 1stCir. 12/3/98), 742So.2d894

percuriam) . Apersonwhodesirestoexaminepublicrecords

mustmaketherequesttothecustodianoftherecords. SeeLa. 

R.S. 44:31 & 44:32. Ifarequestforpublicrecordsisdenied

bythecustodian, beforeseekingrelieffromthisCourt, the

personmustfirstinstitutecivilproceedingsforawritof

mandamusatthetrialcourtlevel. SeeLa. R.S. 44:35(A). 

Shouldthepersonprevail, heshouldbepreparedtopaythe

regularservicefeesforcopiesofthedocuments. McKnight, 742

So.2dat895; Stateexrel. Nashv. State, 604So.2d1054 (La. 

App. 1stCir. 1992). Afterthetrialcourtissuesarulingin

thecivilproceeding, thepersonmayseekacivilappealofthe

trialcourt'saction, ifhedesires. SeeLa. R.S. 44:35(C). 

Insofarasrelatorcontendsheseeksafreecopyofthe

documentsrequestedinthemotion, theLouisianaSupremeCourt

hasheldthatinmatesarenotentitledtodocumentswheretheir

postconvictionclaimsweretimebarredornotcognizableon

collateralreview. SeeStateexrel. Brownv. State, 2003-2568

La. 3/26/04), 870So.2d976 (percuriam). 
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