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PER CURIAM.

Respondent-mother appeds as of right from the family court order terminating her parenta
rights to the minor children under MCL 712A.19Q3)(c)(), (), ad (m); MSA
27.3178(598.19b)(3)(c)(i), (i), and (m). We affirm. This case is being decided without ora argument
pursuant to MCR 7.214(E).

Respondent-mother first argues that the trid court erred in concluding that the statutory grounds
for termination had been established by clear and convincing evidence. We disagree.  The record
edablishes that a the time of the termination proceeding, the conditions that led to the court's
assumption of jurisdiction over Chrigtian continued to exist and there was no reasonable likelihood that
those conditions would be rectified within a ressonable time. MCL 712A.19(3)(c)(i)); MSA
27.3178(598.19b)(3)(c)(i). The record shows that respondent-mother has been unable to maintain a



drug free life, and that she has falled to obtain suitable housng and employment. Discounting the
periods when she was incarcerated, respondent-mother’s vigtation with the child was sporadic.
Further, respondent-mother has failed to take advantage of the substance abuse counsding that has
been offered to her. Given these circumstances, we conclude that the court did not clearly err in finding
that the statutory grounds for termination of parenta rights in Chrigian were established by clear and
convincing evidence. MCR 5.974(1); In re Miller, 433 Mich 331, 337; 445 NW2d 161 (1989).

With respect to Donta’, the evidence dso supports the finding that the statutory grounds had
been edtablished. Respondent-mother's parental rights to two other children were previoudy
terminated, one by the court and one voluntarily. MCL 712A.19b(3)(i)) and (m); MSA
27.3178(598.19b)(3)(i) and (m).

We dso rgect respondent-mother’s argument that the family court ered in finding thet
termination was not contrary to the best interests of the children. MCL 712A.19b(5); MSA
27.3178(598.19b)(5); In re Boursaw, 239 Mich App 161, 180; 607 NW2d 408 (2000).
Acknowledging the importance of the child-parent relationship, we nonetheless believe that the record
supports the conclusion that the best interests of the children are served by termination of respondent-
mother’ s parenta rights. In re Boursaw, supra at 180.

Limiting our review to the record, People v Maleski, 220 Mich App 518, 523; 560 NW2d 71
(1996), we aso find no merit to respondent-mother’s claim that she was denied the effective assstance
of counsd. People v Pickens, 446 Mich 298, 309; 521 NW2d 797 (1994). The record does not
support respondent-mother’s clam that the triad was rushed. On the contrary, trid counsd was
afforded an opportunity to question each of gppellee’ s withesses and to call any witnesses on her behdf.
It was unnecessary for counsedl to subpoena respondent-mother’s parole records, inasmuch as
respondent-mother testified regarding her anticipated outdate from the trestment facility and the family
court accepted that testimony. Also, the record does not support respondent-mother’s clam that
counsel did not meet with her and did not alow her to speak. Indeed, respondent- mother was afforded
the opportunity to speak when she testified at the termination hearing. Further, contrary to respondent-
mother’s claim that tria counsd was not diligent in his representation, the record reflects that counsdl
diligently argued a continuing hearsay objection prior to the start of the termination hearing and
presented numerous exhibits to highlight respondent-mother’ s attempts to improve hersdf. Therefore,
respondent-mother’s claim that she was denied the effective assstance of counsd must fal. People v
Shively, 230 Mich App 626, 628; 584 NW2d 740 (1998).

Affirmed.
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