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PER CURIAM:

M.S. (Mother) appeals the termination of her parental
rights.  Because the notice of appeal was not timely filed, we
lack jurisdiction to consider the merits of her appeal.  

The juvenile court entered its findings of fact, conclusions
of law, and order terminating parental rights on April 24, 2008. 
The notice of appeal was due fifteen days after entry of the
final order.  See Utah R. App. P. 52(a) ("A notice of appeal from
an order in a child welfare proceeding . . . must be filed within
15 days of the entry of the order appealed from.").  Accordingly,
the notice of appeal was due on May 9, 2008.  Mother both signed
and filed her notice of appeal on May 12, 2008.  

Because the notice of appeal was untimely, we lack
jurisdiction to consider the merits of the appeal.  See Serrato
v. Utah Transit Auth., 2000 UT App 299, ¶ 7, 13 P.3d 616.  Once a
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court has determined that it lacks jurisdiction, it "retains only
the authority to dismiss the action."  Varian-Eimac, Inc. v.
Lamoreaux, 767 P.2d 569, 570 (Utah Ct. App. 1989). 

We dismiss the appeal for lack of jurisdiction.
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