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M.D.C. appeals from a judgment of the T u s c a l o o s a J u v e n i l e 

C ourt ("the j u v e n i l e c o u r t " ) d i s m i s s i n g a p e t i t i o n f o r 
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M.D.C.'s i n v o l u n t a r y commitment f i l e d by h i s mother, K.C. We 

a f f i r m . 1 

On or about March 8, 2008, M.D.C. was accused of s h o o t i n g 

and k i l l i n g J.D.F. w i t h a semi-automatic handgun. On March 

11, 2008, the S t a t e of Alabama moved t o t r a n s f e r p r o c e e d i n g s 

i n the j u v e n i l e c o u r t i n v o l v i n g M.D.C. t o c r i m i n a l c o u r t , 

p u r s u a n t t o § 12-15-34, A l a . Code 1975; t h a t r e q u e s t was f i l e d 

under case no. JU-04-658.17. 

On March 13, 2008, M.D.C.'s mother, K.C. ("the mother"), 

f i l e d i n the j u v e n i l e c o u r t a p e t i t i o n f o r the i n v o l u n t a r y 

commitment of M.D.C.; t h a t p e t i t i o n was a s s i g n e d case no. JU-

04-658.18. The mother a s s e r t e d i n her p e t i t i o n t h a t M.D.C. i s 

1The case was i n i t i a l l y a p p e aled t o the Court of C r i m i n a l 
A p p e a l s ; t h a t c o u r t t r a n s f e r r e d the ap p e a l t o t h i s c o u r t on 
September 29, 2008. A f t e r r e v i e w i n g M.D.C.'s b r i e f on a p p e a l , 
see C l a n c y v. S t a t e , [Ms. CR-10-1228, March 23, 2012] So. 
3d ( A l a . Crim. App. 2012) ( n o t i n g t h a t a t r a n s f e r h e a r i n g 
a r i s e s out of a d e l i n q u e n c y p r o c e e d i n g , which i s c r i m i n a l i n 
na t u r e , w h i l e an involuntary-commitment h e a r i n g i s a c i v i l 
m a t t e r ) , t h i s c o u r t determined t h a t M.D.C.'s arguments were 
more p r o p e r l y p r e s e n t e d t o the Court of C r i m i n a l A p p e a l s , and, 
thu s , we t r a n s f e r r e d the case back t o t h a t c o u r t f o r l a c k of 
s u b j e c t - m a t t e r j u r i s d i c t i o n on October 23, 2008. On December 
11, 2008, the Court of C r i m i n a l Appeals r e q u e s t e d t h a t the 
ap p e a l be t r a n s f e r r e d t o the Alabama Supreme C o u r t . On J u l y 
30, 2009, the Alabama Supreme Court o r d e r e d t h a t the case be 
t r a n s f e r r e d t o t h a t c o u r t . On August 15, 2012, the supreme 
c o u r t e n t e r e d an or d e r t r a n s f e r r i n g the ap p e a l t o t h i s c o u r t . 
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" m e n t a l l y i l l and poses a r e a l and p r e s e n t t h r e a t of 

s u b s t a n t i a l harm t o h i m s e l f or o t h e r s . " She f u r t h e r a s s e r t e d , 

among o t h e r t h i n g s , t h a t 

"[M.D.C.] has a l o n g h i s t o r y of out of c o n t r o l 
b e h a v i o r s , t r o u b l e c o n t r o l l i n g h i s anger and t r o u b l e 
s l e e p i n g . While i n Southern Oaks Center i n August 
2007, he had m e d i c a t i o n p r e s c r i b e d f o r him f o r 
mental h e a l t h i s s u e s ; however, when he was r e l e a s e d 
the f a m i l y was not g i v e n any p r e s c r i p t i o n s f o r 
[M.D.C.], t h e r e f o r e , [M.D.C.] i s not c u r r e n t l y 
t a k i n g any m e d i c a t i o n s . S e v e r a l of [M.D.C.]'s 
f a m i l y members s u f f e r from mental h e a l t h i s s u e s . On 
or about March 8, 2008, [M.D.C.] a l l e g e d l y caused 
the death of [J.D.F.] by s h o o t i n g him m u l t i p l e times 
w i t h a semi-automatic handgun. [M.D.C.] i s c u r r e n t l y 
p l a c e d i n the T u s c a l o o s a County J u v e n i l e D e t e n t i o n 
F a c i l i t y and i s p r e s e n t l y on s u i c i d e watch. [M.D.C.] 
has p r e v i o u s l y undergone a p s y c h o l o g i c a l e v a l u a t i o n 
t h a t i n d i c a t e d t h a t [M.D.C.] s u f f e r s from mental 
h e a l t h i s s u e s . " 

The j u v e n i l e c o u r t e n t e r e d an or d e r on March 13, 2008, 

a p p o i n t i n g C h e r y l S t a h l as M.D.C.'s g u a r d i a n ad l i t e m and 

s c h e d u l i n g a h e a r i n g on the S t a t e ' s and the mother's motions 

f o r March 14, 2008. A t t h a t h e a r i n g , the g u a r d i a n ad l i t e m 

s u b m i t t e d e x c e r p t s of a 2006 p s y c h o l o g i c a l e v a l u a t i o n t h a t had 

been performed on M.D.C. and r e q u e s t e d t h a t the j u v e n i l e c o u r t 

o r d e r a new p s y c h o l o g i c a l e v a l u a t i o n of M.D.C. b e f o r e 

a d d r e s s i n g the S t a t e ' s t r a n s f e r r e q u e s t . M.D.C.'s defense 
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a t t o r n e y s u b m i t t e d the 2006 p s y c h o l o g i c a l e v a l u a t i o n as an 

e x h i b i t . 

Monte P e t e r s e n , M.D.C.'s p r o b a t i o n o f f i c e r , who t e s t i f i e d 

w i t h r e g a r d t o o n l y the S t a t e ' s motion t o t r a n s f e r , t e s t i f i e d 

t h a t M.D.C. had been i n the c o u r t system s i n c e J u l y 2004. 

A c c o r d i n g t o P e t e r s e n , as p a r t of the p r o b a t i o n o f f i c e ' s 

r e h a b i l i t a t i v e e f f o r t s , M.D.C. had been p l a c e d a t v a r i o u s 

times i n T h o m a s v i l l e Boot Camp; Camp C o b i a , a t h e r a p e u t i c 

group home; Teen U n i v e r s i t y , which i s a l s o c a l l e d New L i f e 

C e n t er f o r Change; and Southern Oaks C e n t e r , a group home f o r 

boys. 

The mother t e s t i f i e d a t the h e a r i n g t h a t , when M.D.C. had 

been r e l e a s e d from Southern Oaks, she had r e c e i v e d a tel e p h o n e 

c a l l and l e a r n e d t h a t M.D.C. was s u f f e r i n g from s t r e s s and 

d e p r e s s i o n , t h a t he had not been s l e e p i n g w e l l , and t h a t he 

had been p r e s c r i b e d Z o l o f t and another m e d i c a t i o n . She s t a t e d 

t h a t , s i n c e he had r e t u r n e d home, M.D.C. had been s a y i n g t h a t 

he was ready t o d i e and k i l l h i m s e l f , had not been s l e e p i n g 

w e l l , and had not had a good a p p e t i t e . The mother t e s t i f i e d 

t h a t M.D.C. had been w a l k i n g around the house w i t h h i s head 

down and t h a t he sometimes would s i t " l i k e he's j u s t i n o u t e r 
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sp a c e . " She s t a t e d t h a t she was concerned t h a t he would be a 

danger t o h i m s e l f or t o o t h e r s . A c c o r d i n g t o the mother, 

members of her f a m i l y s u f f e r from m e n t a l - h e a l t h i s s u e s and, 

based on her and o t h e r members of her f a m i l y ' s d i a g n o s e s , she 

was concerned about M.D.C.'s b e h a v i o r s . The mother t e s t i f i e d 

t h a t M.D.C. was not on any m e d i c a t i o n s t o address any me n t a l -

h e a l t h i s s u e s and t h a t he had not been on any such m e d i c a t i o n s 

s i n c e h i s r e l e a s e from Southern Oaks i n August 2007. The 

mother a l s o t e s t i f i e d t h a t she had not taken M.D.C. f o r 

m e n t a l - h e a l t h t r e a t m e n t s i n c e h i s r e l e a s e from Southern Oaks 

and t h a t she was aware t h a t , a t the time of the h e a r i n g , he 

was on s u i c i d e watch i n the j u v e n i l e - d e t e n t i o n f a c i l i t y . 

On March 14, 2008, the j u v e n i l e c o u r t e n t e r e d an or d e r 

on the case-action-summary sheet i n case no. JU-04-658.18, 

s t a t i n g , i n p e r t i n e n t p a r t : " [ B ] a s e d on the ev i d e n c e and 

based on the P e t i t i o n , I T I S ORDERED t h a t the P e t i t i o n i s 

d i s m i s s e d as the f a c e of the P e t i t i o n and the t e s t i m o n y 

demonstrate t h a t the P e t i t i o n i s t o t a l l y w i t h o u t m e r i t . " 

( C a p i t a l i z a t i o n i n o r i g i n a l . ) A p p a r e n t l y , the j u v e n i l e c o u r t 

a l s o t r a n s f e r r e d the c r i m i n a l a s p e c t of the p r o c e e d i n g s — 
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i . e . , JU-04-658.17 -- t o the c i r c u i t c o u r t . (M.D.C.'s b r i e f , 

p. 3.) 

On March 25, 2008, M.D.C. appealed the d i s m i s s a l of the 

p e t i t i o n f o r i n v o l u n t a r y commitment t o the Court of C r i m i n a l 

A p p e a l s . That c o u r t t r a n s f e r r e d the ap p e a l t o t h i s c o u r t on 

September 29, 2008. As we s t a t e d i n note 1, su p r a , the appeal 

was t r a n s f e r r e d back t o the Court of C r i m i n a l Appeals and then 

t o the Alabama Supreme Court b e f o r e u l t i m a t e l y b e i n g 

t r a n s f e r r e d back t o t h i s c o u r t on August 15, 2012. 

In M.D.C.'s b r i e f on a p p e a l , M.D.C. r a i s e s one i s s u e : 

" D i d the [ j u v e n i l e c o u r t ] e r r i n g r a n t i n g the S t a t e ' s motion 

f o r t r a n s f e r of case t o c r i m i n a l c o u r t . " The s t a n d a r d of 

re v i e w s t a t e d i n M.D.C.'s a p p e l l a t e b r i e f speaks o n l y t o the 

t r a n s f e r of the c r i m i n a l a s p e c t of the case from the j u v e n i l e 

c o u r t t o the c i r c u i t c o u r t f o r d i s p o s i t i o n . A d d i t i o n a l l y , the 

overwhelming m a j o r i t y of M.D.C.'s argument on a p p e a l i s 

d e d i c a t e d t o the t r a n s f e r of the c r i m i n a l a s p e c t of the case, 

r a t h e r than t o the d i s m i s s a l of the mother's p e t i t i o n f o r the 

i n v o l u n t a r y commitment of M.D.C., which i s c i v i l i n n a t u r e . 

See C l a n c y v. S t a t e , [Ms. CR-10-1228, March 23, 2012] So. 

3d ( A l a . Crim. App. 2012) ( n o t i n g t h a t a t r a n s f e r h e a r i n g 
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a r i s e s out of a d e l i n q u e n c y p r o c e e d i n g , which i s c r i m i n a l i n 

n a t u r e , w h i l e an involuntary-commitment h e a r i n g i s a c i v i l 

m a t t e r ) . 

The S t a t e of Alabama f i l e d i t s a p p e l l e e ' s b r i e f w i t h the 

Court of C r i m i n a l Appeals on November 13, 2008. In t h a t 

b r i e f , the S t a t e a s s e r t e d t h a t , because the a p p e a l arose from 

case no. JU-04-658.18 and, t h u s , r e l a t e d o n l y t o the d e n i a l of 

the mother's p e t i t i o n r a t h e r than t o the motion t o t r a n s f e r 

the c r i m i n a l a s p e c t of the case, the ap p e a l s h o u l d l i e i n 

t h i s c o u r t r a t h e r than i n the Court of C r i m i n a l A p p e a l s . The 

S t a t e a l s o q u e s t i o n e d i n i t s b r i e f on a p p e a l whether M.D.C. 

has s t a n d i n g t o a p p e a l the d e n i a l of the mother's p e t i t i o n 

because, i t a s s e r t s , the v e r y n a t u r e of the mother's p e t i t i o n 

i s a d v e r s a r i a l t o M.D.C. 

"A p a r t y t h a t i s not a g g r i e v e d by a t r i a l c o u r t ' s 

judgment l a c k s s t a n d i n g t o a p p e a l from t h a t judgment, and t h i s 

c o u r t l a c k s j u r i s d i c t i o n over such an a p p e a l . " Edwards v.  

Ford, 93 So. 3d 99, 103 ( A l a . C i v . App. 2011) . I n v o l u n t a r y -

commitment cases a r i s e i n an " a d v e r s a r y c o n t e x t . " Dunson v.  

C h r i s t i a n , 419 So. 2d 249, 251 ( A l a . C i v . App. 1982). In the 

p r e s e n t case, the d i s m i s s a l of the p e t i t i o n t o i n v o l u n t a r i l y 
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commit M.D.C. was determined i n M.D.C.'s f a v o r . Thus, the 

outcome d i d not a g g r i e v e M.D.C. As a r e s u l t , we conclude t h a t 

M.D.C. does not have s t a n d i n g t o a p p e a l the d i s m i s s a l of the 

mother's p e t i t i o n . A l t h o u g h the arguments on a p p e a l 

p r e d o m i n a n t l y p e r t a i n t o the t r a n s f e r o r d e r , as noted by the 

S t a t e , the d i s m i s s a l of the involuntary-commitment p e t i t i o n i s 

the o n l y m a t t e r b e f o r e t h i s c o u r t i n the a p p e a l from case no. 

JU-04-658.18. Thus, because M.D.C. l a c k s s t a n d i n g , we must 

d i s m i s s t h i s a p p e a l . See Goodyear T i r e & Rubber Co. v. Moore, 

900 So. 2d 1239, 1240 ( A l a . C i v . App. 2004). 

APPEAL DISMISSED. 

Thompson, P.J., and P i t t m a n , Bryan, and Thomas, J J . , 

concur. 
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