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Steward Machine Company, Inc. 

v. 

Board of Trustees of the University of Alabama, for i t s 
d i v i s i o n University of Alabama Hospital 

Appeal from Jefferson C i r c u i t Court 
(CV-07-902443) 

MOORE, Judge. 

A f t e r i n p a t i e n t h o s p i t a l s e r v i c e s had been p r o v i d e d t o an 

i n j u r e d employee of Steward Machine Company, I n c . ("Steward"), 

between A p r i l 4 and A p r i l 16, 2006, a t the U n i v e r s i t y of 
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Alabama H o s p i t a l i n Birmingham, the Board of T r u s t e e s of the 

U n i v e r s i t y of Alabama, f o r i t s d i v i s i o n U n i v e r s i t y of Alabama 

H o s p i t a l ( h e r e i n a f t e r r e f e r r e d t o as "UAB H o s p i t a l " ) , t e n d e r e d 

a b i l l t o Steward f o r $130,284.09. 1 Steward s u b m i t t e d the 

b i l l t o an e n t i t y r e f e r r e d t o as A v i z e n t , Steward's t h i r d -

p a r t y w o r k e r s ' compensation a d m i n i s t r a t o r , f o r payment. 2 

A f t e r s c r e e n i n g the b i l l , A v i z e n t n o t i f i e d UAB H o s p i t a l t h a t 

i t d i s p u t e d some of the charges, and i t t e n d e r e d payment of 

o n l y $93,766.54. A v i z e n t l a t e r s e n t a l e t t e r t o UAB H o s p i t a l 

e x p l a i n i n g t h a t i t had d i s a l l o w e d charges i t c o n c l u d e d had 

been "unbundled or i n c l u d e d i n another s e r v i c e . " 

A f t e r e f f o r t s t o o b t a i n f u r t h e r payment had f a i l e d , UAB 

H o s p i t a l s u b m i t t e d the fee d i s p u t e t o the Alabama Department 

1UAB H o s p i t a l i s s u e d a statement of " t o t a l c harges" 
amounting t o $246,779.04; however, UAB H o s p i t a l d i s c o u n t e d the 
b i l l p u r s u a n t t o i t s w o r k e r s ' compensation payment agreement 
w i t h the Alabama Department of I n d u s t r i a l R e l a t i o n s , which 
w i l l be d e t a i l e d i n f r a , and a P r e f e r r e d P r o v i d e r O r g a n i z a t i o n 
agreement w i t h Steward's t h i r d - p a r t y a d m i n i s t r a t o r . 

2 A t the t i m e , A t t e n t a , I n c . , was a c t i n g as Steward's 
t h i r d - p a r t y a d m i n i s t r a t o r , but A t t e n t a has s i n c e merged w i t h 
another company, and the e n t i t y a c t i n g as Steward's t h i r d -
p a r t y w o r k e r s ' compensation a d m i n i s t r a t o r has been "rebranded" 
as A v i z e n t . 
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of I n d u s t r i a l R e l a t i o n s ("ADIR"), 3 which a d v i s e d A v i z e n t t h a t 

i t c o n s i d e r e d the d i s p u t e d charges t o be p a y a b l e . A f t e r 

A v i z e n t r e f u s e d t o pay the d i s p u t e d charges, UAB H o s p i t a l 

f i l e d a c i v i l a c t i o n i n the J e f f e r s o n C i r c u i t C ourt ("the 

t r i a l c o u r t " ) s e e k i n g a d e c l a r a t i o n of i t s r i g h t t o f u l l 

payment. 4 A f t e r a bench t r i a l a t which ore tenus e v i d e n c e was 

p r e s e n t e d , the t r i a l c o u r t e n t e r e d a judgment i n f a v o r of UAB 

H o s p i t a l on October 22, 2008, i n the amount of $37,845.69. 5 

Steward appeals from t h a t judgment. 

I s s u e s on Appe a l 

In i t s 12-page judgment, the t r i a l c o u r t found t h a t 

A v i z e n t had d i s a l l o w e d c e r t a i n charges f o r o n l y 1 reason -¬

"u n b u n d l i n g . " The t r i a l c o u r t s t a t e d : 

3 P u r s u a n t t o A l a . Code 1975, § 25-5-77(h), a b i l l i n g 
d i s p u t e between a p r o v i d e r and an employer or i n s u r a n c e 
c a r r i e r must, as an i n i t i a l m a t t e r , be s u b m i t t e d t o ADIR. See  
a l s o U n i v e r s i t y of South Alabama v. P.J. Lumber Co., 990 So. 
2d 369 ( A l a . C i v . App. 2007). 

4UAB H o s p i t a l a l s o sought i m p o s i t i o n of the 10% p e n a l t y 
f o r l a t e payment found i n A l a . Code 1975, § 25-5-77(h). The 
t r i a l c o u r t d e n i e d t h a t c l a i m . 

5UAB H o s p i t a l i n i t i a l l y c l a i m e d t h a t A v i z e n t had u n d e r p a i d 
i t by $36,517.55, but i t s u b s e q u e n t l y reduced t h a t amount t o 
$36,450.08. At t r i a l , UAB H o s p i t a l p r o v e d a s l i g h t l y 
d i f f e r e n t amount -- $37,845.69 -- as the underpayment. 
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"'Unbundling' i s a term a p p l i e d t o e r r o r s i n 
m e d i c a l b i l l i n g where the payment i s based on the 
performance of p r o c e d u r e s f o r which a p r i c e i s s e t 
i n advance. Unbundling o c c u r s when a p r o v i d e r seeks 
t o b i l l f o r the s e p a r a t e components of a procedure 
r a t h e r than a c c e p t the agreed r a t e s e t f o r the 
o v e r a l l p r o c e d u r e . " 

The t r i a l c o u r t c o n c l u d e d t h a t UAB H o s p i t a l c o u l d not have 

"unbundled" i t s charges because UAB H o s p i t a l had not 

p r e v i o u s l y agreed t o any s p e c i f i c g l o b a l charge f o r the 

s e r v i c e s i t had p r o v i d e d and i t d i d not i t e m i z e s e p a r a t e 

charges e x c e e d i n g any p r e v i o u s l y agreed upon g l o b a l charge. 

Rather, the t r i a l c o u r t found, UAB H o s p i t a l had m e r e l y 

i t e m i z e d i t s f e e s f o r each s e r v i c e i t had p r o v i d e d i n 

accordance w i t h i t s i n t e r n a l "Chargemaster." 6 T h e r e f o r e , the 

t r i a l c o u r t reasoned, A v i z e n t had i m p r o p e r l y d i s a l l o w e d 

c e r t a i n charges f o r " u n b u n d l i n g , " a b i l l i n g p r a c t i c e t h a t d i d 

not even a p p l y . The t r i a l c o u r t determined t h a t UAB 

H o s p i t a l ' s b i l l i n g c o m p l i e d w i t h i t s " N e g o t i a t e d P a r t i c i p a t i n g 

Agreement Between Department of I n d u s t r i a l R e l a t i o n s and 

U n i v e r s i t y of Alabama a t Birmingham H o s p i t a l " ("the 

6A "Chargemaster" i s a l i s t of f e e s a h o s p i t a l m a i n t a i n s 
t h a t s e t s out the c o s t of each s e r v i c e the h o s p i t a l p r o v i d e s . 
A c c o r d i n g t o UAB H o s p i t a l w i t n e s s e s , e v e r y b i l l i s s u e d by UAB 
H o s p i t a l i s c a l c u l a t e d based on the Chargemaster i n p l a c e on 
the date of the s e r v i c e . 
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P a r t i c i p a t i n g Agreement"), the r e l e v a n t language of which w i l l 

be s e t out i n d e t a i l i n f r a , and w i t h the terms of the Alabama 

Workers' Compensation A c t , § 25-5-1 e t seq., A l a . Code 1975. 

On a p p e a l , Steward argues t h a t the t r i a l c o u r t 

e r r o n e o u s l y i n t e r p r e t e d the P a r t i c i p a t i n g Agreement so t h a t , 

i n Steward's words, "a s e l f - i n s u r e d employer i s p r o h i b i t e d 

from p e r f o r m i n g b i l l s c r e e n i n g f o r i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of i s s u e s 

such as u n b u n d l i n g of c h a r g e s . " For the f o l l o w i n g r e a s o n s , we 

r e s p e c t f u l l y d i s a g r e e w i t h Steward's argument and a f f i r m the 

judgment of the t r i a l c o u r t . 

D i s c u s s i o n 

In 1992, the Alabama L e g i s l a t u r e e n a c t e d sweeping 

changes t o the Alabama Workers' Compensation A c t . Among the 

s t a t e d g o a l s of the new A c t was t o s u s t a i n "a f a i r and 

a f f o r d a b l e workers' compensation system" and t o p r o v i d e 

" q u a l i t y m e d i c a l s e r v i c e s t o employees" " a t a r e a s o n a b l e and 

f a i r c o s t t o employers." A l a . A c t s 1992, A c t No. 92-537, § 1. 

To a c c o m p l i s h those g o a l s , the l e g i s l a t u r e i n c o r p o r a t e d i n t o 

the A c t , among o t h e r t h i n g s , the concept of managed care and 

a system by which h e a l t h - c a r e p r o v i d e r s are t o be r e i m b u r s e d 

a c c o r d i n g t o " p r e v a i l i n g " r a t e s . See A l a . Code 1975, § 25-5-
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1(15) ( d e f i n i n g the term " p r e v a i l i n g " as " [ t ] h e most commonly 

o c c u r r i n g reimbursements f o r h e a l t h s e r v i c e s , o t h e r than those 

p r o v i d e d by f e d e r a l and s t a t e programs f o r the e l d e r l y 

(Medicare) and e c o n o m i c a l l y d i s a d v a n t a g e d ( M e d i c a i d ) " ) . 

For h o s p i t a l s , the p r e v a i l i n g r a t e of reimbursement or 

payment i s e s t a b l i s h e d by the method s e t f o r t h i n A l a . Code 

1975, § 25-5-77. That Code s e c t i o n p r o v i d e s t h a t , f o r 

" p a r t i c i p a t i n g h o s p i t a l s , " 7 "the p r e v a i l i n g r a t e s h a l l be 

n e g o t i a t e d " by ADIR and the p a r t i c i p a t i n g h o s p i t a l "based on 

[the h o s p i t a l ' s ] t r e a t m e n t of comparable type c a s e s " f o r the 

p r e c e d i n g y e a r . A l a . Code 1975, § 25-5-77(a). "By 

d e f i n i t i o n , the p r e v a i l i n g r a t e of payment or reimbursement i s 

s e l f - d e f i n i n g and s e l f - s e t t i n g . " A l a . Code 1975, § 25-5-

2 9 3 ( f ) . In o t h e r words, the l e g i s l a t u r e i n t e n d e d t h a t each 

p a r t i c i p a t i n g h o s p i t a l would e s t a b l i s h t hrough n e g o t i a t i o n s 

w i t h ADIR i t s own i n d i v i d u a l i z e d p r e v a i l i n g r a t e of 

reimbursement; those n e g o t i a t i o n s were t o be based on each 

h o s p i t a l ' s own i n t e r n a l d a t a r e g a r d i n g the f e e s i t had charged 

7See A l a . Code 1975, § 25-5-1(16) ( d e f i n i n g " p a r t i c i p a t i n g 
h o s p i t a l s " as " [ t ] h o s e h o s p i t a l s t h a t have a n e g o t i a t e d r a t e 
of reimbursement or payment w i t h the Department of I n d u s t r i a l 
R e l a t i o n s " ) . 

6 
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d u r i n g the p r e c e d i n g year f o r comparable m e d i c a l t r e a t m e n t 

p r o v i d e d t o the p u b l i c . 

In accordance w i t h § 25-5-77, UAB H o s p i t a l e n t e r e d i n t o 

the a p p l i c a b l e P a r t i c i p a t i n g Agreement w i t h ADIR on Febr u a r y 

1, 2006. The P a r t i c i p a t i n g Agreement s t a t e d , i n g e n e r a l , t h a t 

UAB H o s p i t a l would b i l l f o r s e r v i c e s p r o v i d e d i n 2006 " [ t ] h e 

u s u a l , customary and r e a s o n a b l e charges of [UAB H o s p i t a l ] f o r 

i n p a t i e n t or o u t p a t i e n t s e r v i c e s i n e f f e c t on the 1 s t day of 

January, 2006." More s p e c i f i c a l l y , the P a r t i c i p a t i n g 

Agreement p r o v i d e d : 

" I t i s hereby agreed t o by the p a r t i e s t h a t [UAB 
H o s p i t a l ] s h a l l a c c e p t as f u l l reimbursement f o r a l l 
m e d i c a l l y n e c e s s a r y and a u t h o r i z e d H o s p i t a l 
i n p a t i e n t s e r v i c e s i n a u t h o r i z e d workers' 
compensation cases a maximum amount not t o exceed 
the i n p a t i e n t p e r diem p r e v a i l i n g r a t e of 
reimbursement f o r the f o l l o w i n g t y p e s of cases: ... 
A l l Other Cases, Except T r a n s p l a n t s , s h a l l be a 
p r o s p e c t i v e payment of $3,600 f o r day one (1) and 
day two (2 ) , and a p r o s p e c t i v e payment not t o exceed 
$3,200 f o r day t h r e e (3) and a l l f o l l o w i n g i n p a t i e n t 
days. [UAB H o s p i t a l ] agrees t o b i l l i t s b i l l e d 
charges f o r m e d i c a l l y n e c e s s a r y a u t h o r i z e d i n -
p a t i e n t s e r v i c e s , but agrees t o a c c e p t as maximum 
reimbursement f o r i n p a t i e n t days the l e s s e r of t o t a l 
charges or the h e r e t o f o r e agreed upon i n p a t i e n t per 
diem p r e v a i l i n g r a t e of reimbursement. I f the t o t a l 
p er diem p r e v a i l i n g r a t e of reimbursement i s l e s s 
than 63 p e r c e n t (%) of the t o t a l a l l o w e d charges, 
then the payment s h a l l be 63 p e r c e n t (%) of t o t a l 
a l l o w e d c h a r g e s . " 
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( U n d e r l i n i n g i n o r i g i n a l . ) The P a r t i c i p a t i n g Agreement 

f u r t h e r p r o v i d e d t h a t 

" [ i ] t i s e x p r e s s l y u n d e r s t o o d t h a t the s e l f - i n s u r e d 
employer and i n s u r a n c e c a r r i e r may p e r f o r m ... b i l l 
s c r e e n i n g f o r the d e t e r m i n a t i o n of a l l o w e d charges 
f o r i n p a t i e n t and/or o u t p a t i e n t s e r v i c e s r e n d e r e d i n 
an a c c e p t e d w o r k ers' compensation c l a i m p u r s u a n t t o 
Code of Alabama, 1975, § 25-5-293(g). U t i l i z a t i o n 
r e v i e w and b i l l s c r e e n i n g are d e f i n e d i n Code of  
Alabama, 1975, § 25-5-1 and Department of I n d u s t r i a l  
R e l a t i o n s A d m i n i s t r a t i v e Code Rule 480-5-5-.02." 

Our supreme c o u r t has s t a t e d : 

" G e n e r a l c o n t r a c t law r e q u i r e s a c o u r t t o 
e n f o r c e an unambiguous, l a w f u l c o n t r a c t , as i t i s 
w r i t t e n . A c o u r t may not make a new c o n t r a c t f o r 
the p a r t i e s or r e w r i t e t h e i r c o n t r a c t under the 
g u i s e of c o n s t r u i n g i t . ... 

" P a r t i e s t o a c o n t r a c t are bound by p e r t i n e n t 
r e f e r e n c e s t h e r e i n t o o u t s i d e f a c t s and documents. 
'Other w r i t i n g s , or m a t t e r s c o n t a i n e d t h e r e i n , which 
are r e f e r r e d t o i n a w r i t t e n c o n t r a c t may be 
r e g a r d e d as i n c o r p o r a t e d by the r e f e r e n c e as a p a r t 
of the c o n t r a c t and[,] t h e r e f o r e , may p r o p e r l y be 
c o n s i d e r e d i n the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the c o n t r a c t . ' 17A 
Am. J u r . 2d C o n t r a c t s § 400 (1991). ... 

"When i n t e r p r e t i n g a c o n t r a c t , a c o u r t s h o u l d 
g i v e the terms of the agreement t h e i r c l e a r and 
p l a i n meaning and s h o u l d presume t h a t the p a r t i e s 
i n t e n d e d what the terms of the agreement c l e a r l y 
s t a t e . Words used i n a c o n t r a c t w i l l be g i v e n t h e i r 
o r d i n a r y , p l a i n , or n a t u r a l meaning where n o t h i n g 
appears t o show the y were used i n a d i f f e r e n t sense 
or t h a t t h e y have a t e c h n i c a l meaning." 

8 
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Ex p a r t e Dan Tucker Auto S a l e s , I n c . , 718 So. 2d 33, 35-36 

( A l a . 1998) (some c i t a t i o n s o m i t t e d ) . 

R e l y i n g on the f o r e g o i n g p r i n c i p l e s of c o n t r a c t 

c o n s t r u c t i o n , we conclude t h a t UAB H o s p i t a l agreed w i t h ADIR 

i n the P a r t i c i p a t i n g Agreement t o a c c e p t as payment the l e s s e r 

of i t s b i l l e d charges or the amount c a l c u l a t e d u s i n g the 

a p p l i c a b l e per diem r a t e . I f the per diem r a t e became 

a p p l i c a b l e , the amount c a l c u l a t e d u s i n g t h a t per diem r a t e was 

t o be the maximum amount p a y a b l e t o UAB H o s p i t a l u n l e s s , under 

the per diem r a t e method, UAB H o s p i t a l would r e c e i v e l e s s than 

63% of the t o t a l " a l l o w e d c h a r g e s . " In t h a t e vent, the 

P a r t i c i p a t i n g Agreement a u t h o r i z e d UAB H o s p i t a l t o r e c e i v e 

payment of 63% of i t s t o t a l " a l l o w e d c h a r g e s . " The p a r t i e s 

r e f e r t o t h i s l a s t c l a u s e as a " s t o p - l o s s p r o v i s i o n , " which a 

UAB H o s p i t a l w i t n e s s t e s t i f i e d was i n c l u d e d i n the 

P a r t i c i p a t i n g Agreement t o ensure t h a t , i n c a t a s t r o p h i c cases, 

UAB H o s p i t a l would r e c e i v e payment of a t l e a s t a m a j o r i t y of 

i t s t o t a l f e e s . 

The P a r t i c i p a t i n g Agreement d i d not d e f i n e " a l l o w e d 

c h a r g e s , " but i t i n d i c a t e d t h a t " a l l o w e d charges" were t o be 

d e t ermined by " b i l l s c r e e n i n g " as d e f i n e d i n the Alabama 
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Workers' Compensation A c t and the r e l e v a n t ADIR r e g u l a t i o n s . 

S e c t i o n 25-5-1(20), A l a . Code 1975, and Rule 480-5-5-.02(13), 

A l a . Admin. Code (ADIR), d e f i n e " b i l l s c r e e n i n g " as: 

" [ t ] h e e v a l u a t i o n and a d j u d i c a t i o n of p r o v i d e r b i l l s 
f o r a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s of reimbursement r e l a t i v e t o 
m e d i c a l n e c e s s i t y and p r e v a i l i n g r a t e s of 
reimbursement, d u p l i c a t e charges, u n b u n d l i n g of 
c harges, r e l a t i v e n e s s of s e r v i c e s t o i n j u r y or 
i l l n e s s , n e c e s s i t y of a s s i s t a n t surgeons, 
a d j u d i c a t i o n of m u l t i p l e p r o c e d u r e s , number of 
m o d a l i t i e s , g l o b a l p r o c e d u r e s , and any o t h e r 
p r e v a i l i n g a d j u d i c a t i o n i s s u e s t h a t may a p p l y . " 

By i n c o r p o r a t i n g by r e f e r e n c e the f o r e g o i n g terms, the p a r t i e s 

t o the P a r t i c i p a t i n g Agreement i n t e n d e d t h a t " a l l o w e d c h a r g e s " 

would be those charges p r o p e r l y b i l l e d by UAB H o s p i t a l as 

e s t a b l i s h e d by an a p p r o p r i a t e b i l l s c r e e n i n g . E x c e s s i v e 

charges due t o " u n b u n d l i n g , " as s u c c i n c t l y and c o r r e c t l y 

d e f i n e d by the t r i a l c o u r t above, would not be i n c l u d e d i n 

" a l l o w e d c h a r g e s . " T h e r e f o r e , we conclude t h a t Steward was 

w i t h i n i t s r i g h t s t o s c r e e n the UAB H o s p i t a l b i l l f o r 

" u n b u n d l i n g " of charges. 

With t h a t s a i d , we conclude t h a t the burden was on 

Steward, as the p a r t y s e e k i n g t o a v o i d payment, t o prove a t 

t r i a l t h a t UAB H o s p i t a l had "unbundled" i t s f e e s so as t o 
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charge more than the p r e v a i l i n g r a t e of reimbursement. 8 

Steward attempted t o s a t i s f y t h a t burden through the t e s t i m o n y 

of two w i t n e s s e s , a former A v i z e n t b i l l - s c r e e n i n g s u p e r v i s o r , 

and Dr. D a v i d Perlman, an e x p e r t w i t n e s s on b i l l s c r e e n i n g , 

b o t h of whom t e s t i f i e d t h a t UAB H o s p i t a l ' s b i l l had i t e m i z e d 

charges t h a t s h o u l d have a l r e a d y been i n c l u d e d i n a g l o b a l 

charge. However, the t r i a l c o u r t r e j e c t e d t h e i r t e s t i m o n y , 

f i n d i n g t h a t , i n f a c t , no p r e s e t g l o b a l charges e x i s t e d from 

which UAB H o s p i t a l c o u l d have unbundled i t s f e e s . 

We r e v i e w pure f a c t u a l f i n d i n g s i n workers' compensation 

cases under the s u b s t a n t i a l - e v i d e n c e r u l e . 9 See A l a . Code 

1975, § 2 5 - 5 - 8 1 ( e ) ( 2 ) . A f t e r a thorough r e v i e w of the 

t e s t i m o n y of UAB H o s p i t a l ' s w i t n e s s e s , we f i n d the t r i a l c o u r t 

8The t r i a l c o u r t n oted t h a t Steward had attempted t o prove 
not o n l y t h a t UAB H o s p i t a l was g u i l t y of u n b u n d l i n g , but a l s o 
t h a t UAB H o s p i t a l had charged d u p l i c a t e f e e s . The t r i a l c o u r t 
b a s i c a l l y c o n c l u d e d t h a t Steward was estopped from a s s e r t i n g 
any grounds f o r d e n y ing payment o t h e r than those p r e s e n t e d t o 
UAB H o s p i t a l a t the time of and p r e c e d i n g the ADIR re v i e w . 
Steward does not a p p e a l t h a t a s p e c t of the t r i a l c o u r t ' s 
judgment, so we e x p r e s s no o p i n i o n as t o i t s c o r r e c t n e s s . 

9 A l t h o u g h the c o m p l a i n t i s s t y l e d as p r e s e n t i n g an a c t i o n 
under the D e c l a r a t o r y Judgment A c t , A l a . Code 1975, § 6-6-220 
e t seq., the a c t i o n a c t u a l l y arose under A l a . Code 1975, § 25-
5 - 7 7 ( i ) ( 4 ) ( a u t h o r i z i n g a p a r t y t o a m e d i c a l d i s p u t e t h a t 
remains u n r e s o l v e d a f t e r a r e v i e w of m e d i c a l s e r v i c e s by ADIR 
t o p e t i t i o n the c o u r t f o r r e l i e f ) . 
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had ample ev i d e n c e b e f o r e i t t o s u p p o r t i t s f a c t u a l c o n c l u s i o n 

t h a t UAB H o s p i t a l d i d not unbundle i t s charges. T h e r e f o r e , we 

c onclude t h a t the t r i a l c o u r t d i d not commit r e v e r s i b l e e r r o r 

i n c o n c l u d i n g t h a t Steward i m p r o p e r l y d i s a l l o w e d charges f o r 

" u n b u n d l i n g . " In r e a c h i n g our h o l d i n g , we r e j e c t Steward's 

c o n t e n t i o n t h a t the t r i a l c o u r t p r o h i b i t e d i t from b i l l 

s c r e e n i n g f o r u n b u n d l i n g . Rather, r e a d i n g the t r i a l c o u r t ' s 

judgment as a whole, the t r i a l c o u r t s i m p l y c o n c l u d e d t h a t no 

u n b u n d l i n g c o u l d have p o s s i b l y o c c u r r e d based on the manner i n 

which UAB H o s p i t a l b i l l e d i t s charges. 

For the f o r e g o i n g reasons, we agree w i t h Steward t h a t the 

Workers' Compensation A c t and the P a r t i c i p a t i n g Agreement 

a u t h o r i z e b i l l s c r e e n i n g s of UAB H o s p i t a l ' s b i l l f o r a 

d e t e r m i n a t i o n of a l l o w e d charges. However, such a b i l l 

s c r e e n i n g must be a p p r o p r i a t e i n l i g h t of the reimbursement 

methodology made a p p l i c a b l e by the A c t t o p a r t i c i p a t i n g 

h o s p i t a l s such as UAB H o s p i t a l . The b i l l s c r e e n i n g conducted 

i n t h i s case was not a p p r o p r i a t e l y conducted, and, as a 

r e s u l t , Steward i m p r o p e r l y reduced i t s payment t o UAB 

12 



2080215 

H o s p i t a l . We, t h e r e f o r e , a f f i r m the judgment of the t r i a l 

c o u r t on the grounds s t a t e d i n t h i s o p i n i o n . 

AFFIRMED. 

Thompson, P.J., and P i t t m a n , Bryan, and Thomas, J J . , 

concur. 
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