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F a c t s and P r o c e d u r a l H i s t o r y 

In A p r i l 1999, the German I n s t i t u t e f o r G u a r d i a n s h i p s e n t 

the f o l l o w i n g documents t o the B a l d w i n J u v e n i l e C o u r t : t h r e e 

German-language c o p i e s and t h r e e E n g l i s h t r a n s l a t i o n s of a 

F e b r u a r y 3, 1989, statement by L.V. I I I t o the j u d i c i a l c l e r k 

of the L o c a l Court of Wurzburg, Germany, acknowledging 

p a t e r n i t y of I.H.'s unborn c h i l d and a g r e e i n g t o s u p p o r t the 

c h i l d as r e q u i r e d by German law; t h r e e German-language c o p i e s 

and t h r e e E n g l i s h t r a n s l a t i o n s of a May 16, 1995, o r d e r of the 

L o c a l Court of Nurnberg, Germany ("the German c h i l d - s u p p o r t 

o r d e r " ) , d i r e c t i n g t h a t L.V. p r o v i d e s u p p o r t f o r the c h i l d , 

who was born on A p r i l 4, 1989, i n s p e c i f i c monthly 

i n s t a l l m e n t s t h a t i n c r e a s e d w i t h the age of the c h i l d ; a 

c h i l d - s u p p o r t - p a y m e n t h i s t o r y i n d i c a t i n g t h a t L.V. had f a i l e d 

t o make any payments, t h a t c u r r e n t monthly payments of $198 

were due under the German c h i l d - s u p p o r t o r d e r , and t h a t L.V. 

had a c c r u e d a c h i l d - s u p p o r t a r r e a r a g e i n the amount of 

$22,509.11; a sworn statement by the r e c o r d s c u s t o d i a n f o r the 

German I n s t i t u t e of G u a r d i a n s h i p t h a t the " f a c t s c o n c e r n i n g 

the a r r e a r a g e a c c r u e d under the [May 16, 1995,] o r d e r are t r u e 
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and c o r r e c t " ; a c o m p l a i n t f o r su p p o r t and reimbursement; and 

a r e g i s t r a t i o n statement. 

The 1989 acknowledgment of p a t e r n i t y c o n t a i n s L.V.'s 

name, S o c i a l S e c u r i t y number, r e l i g i o u s p r e f e r e n c e , m a r i t a l 

s t a t u s , date and p l a c e of b i r t h i n the U n i t e d S t a t e s , m i l i t a r y 

u n i t and Army Post O f f i c e number, and the number of the 

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n c a r d by which L.V. i d e n t i f i e d h i m s e l f t o the 

German a u t h o r i t i e s . The 1989 acknowledgment bears the s e a l of 

the L o c a l C ourt of Wurzberg accompanied by the phrase "Fur d i e 

R i c h t i g k e i t der A b s c h r i f t , " which, a c c o r d i n g t o the E n g l i s h 

t r a n s l a t i o n , means " f o r the c o r r e c t n e s s of the copy." Each 

E n g l i s h t r a n s l a t i o n s t a t e s t h a t i t i s a " c e r t i f i e d t r a n s l a t i o n 

from German" and c o n t a i n s the s e a l of the " T r a n s l a t i o n -

I n t e r p r e t e r O f f i c e , " w i t h the name and s i g n a t u r e of the 

t r a n s l a t o r and the a t t e s t a t i o n : " I c e r t i f y t h a t t h i s i s a t r u e 

and c o r r e c t t r a n s l a t i o n t o the b e s t of my knowledge and 

b e l i e f . " 

On June 21, 1999, the German c h i l d - s u p p o r t o r d e r 

r e q u i r i n g L.V. t o pay c h i l d s u p p o r t i n the amount of $198 per 

month, s u p p o r t e d by the documents r e f l e c t i n g a past-due 

a r r e a r a g e of $22,509.11, was r e g i s t e r e d i n the B a l d w i n 
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J u v e n i l e Court i n case number CS-99-131. A f t e r u n s u c c e s s f u l 

attempts t o serve L.V. w i t h n o t i c e of the r e g i s t r a t i o n of the 

German c h i l d - s u p p o r t o r d e r , the B a l d w i n County D i s t r i c t 

A t t o r n e y , based on i n f o r m a t i o n and b e l i e f t h a t L.V. r e s i d e d i n 

M o b i l e County, moved the B a l d w i n J u v e n i l e Court t o t r a n s f e r 

the case t o the M o b i l e J u v e n i l e C o u r t . On J u l y 7, 2000, the 

B a l d w i n J u v e n i l e Court t r a n s f e r r e d the case t o the M o b i l e 

J u v e n i l e C o u r t . On October 5, 2000, the M o b i l e J u v e n i l e Court 

r e v i e w e d the p r o c e d u r a l h i s t o r y of the case and adopted and 

a f f i r m e d the German c h i l d - s u p p o r t o r d e r t h a t had been 

r e g i s t e r e d i n B a l d w i n County. 

In June 2008, f o l l o w i n g u n s u c c e s s f u l attempts t o serve 

L.V. w i t h n o t i c e of the r e g i s t r a t i o n i n M o b i l e County, the 

case was t r a n s f e r r e d t o the J e f f e r s o n F a m i l y C o u r t , 1 where i t 

1 "[T]he J e f f e r s o n F a m i l y Court [ i s ] a 
d i v i s i o n of the J e f f e r s o n C i r c u i t C o u r t . 
See A c t No. 674, A l a . A c t s 1967 (renaming 
the ' J u v e n i l e and Domestic R e l a t i o n s Court 
of J e f f e r s o n County' the 'Family C o u r t of 
J e f f e r s o n County'); A c t No. 478, A l a . A c t s 
1935 ( e s t a b l i s h i n g i n c e r t a i n c o u n t i e s a 
' J u v e n i l e and Domestic R e l a t i o n s C o u r t ' and 
p r o v i d i n g t h a t those c o u r t s would e x e r c i s e 
j u r i s d i c t i o n over j u v e n i l e m a t t e r s and a l s o 
e x e r c i s e ' a l l the power, j u r i s d i c t i o n and 
a u t h o r i t y ' of the c i r c u i t c o u r t s . " 

P l a c e y v. P l a c e y , 51 So. 3d 374, 375 n.2 ( A l a . C i v . App. 
2010) . 

4 



2110961 

was a s s i g n e d case number CS-08-912. No f u r t h e r a c t i o n was 

taken i n case number CS-08-912. On J u l y 14, 2008, the 

J e f f e r s o n County Department of Human Resources ("DHR") f i l e d 

i n the J e f f e r s o n F a m i l y C o u r t a p e t i t i o n on the r e l a t i o n of 

I.H., s e e k i n g a f i n d i n g of contempt a g a i n s t L.V. and a l l e g i n g 

t h a t L.V. was $39, 388.23 2 i n a r r e a r s i n the payment of the 

c h i l d s u p p o r t o r d e r e d by the L o c a l Court of Nurnberg, Germany. 

The p e t i t i o n was a s s i g n e d case number CS-08-912.01. On 

January 13, 2009, the f a m i l y c o u r t e n t e r e d a n o t a t i o n , 

f o l l o w i n g a January 12, 2009, h e a r i n g , i n d i c a t i n g t h a t L.V. 

had been " s e r v e d t h i s d a t e . " On May 11, 2009, f o l l o w i n g a May 

8, 2009, h e a r i n g on the contempt p e t i t i o n , the f a m i l y c o u r t 

e n t e r e d an o r d e r s t a t i n g t h a t "[L.V.] acknowledges contempt," 

o r d e r i n g L.V. t o pay $1,200 on or b e f o r e June 30, 2009, and 

t h e r e a f t e r t o pay $300 per month on the a r r e a r a g e , and s e t t i n g 

the case f o r r e v i e w i n 90-180 days. 

2The a r r e a r a g e amount was based on a May 20, 2008, l e t t e r 
from N a t a l i e H a r t e n , a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the German I n s t i t u t e 
f o r Youth, Human S e r v i c e s , and F a m i l y Law i n H e i d e l b e r g , 
Germany, i n f o r m i n g Bonnie O d e l l , an employee of the DHR C h i l d -
Support-Enforcement U n i t i n Birmingham, t h a t the c u r r e n t 
a r r e a r a g e was $39,462.33. The r e c o r d c o n t a i n s no e x p l a n a t i o n 
f o r the d i s c r e p a n c y between the a r r e a r a g e a l l e g e d i n DHR's 
p e t i t i o n and the a r r e a r a g e r e p o r t e d by Ha r t e n . 
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L.V. appeared a t re v i e w h e a r i n g s on Febr u a r y 19 and 

September 24, 2010. On September 27, 2011, the f a m i l y c o u r t 

d e t ermined t h a t L.V. had not made a c h i l d - s u p p o r t payment f o r 

one year and o r d e r e d him t o pay $3,000 by November 2, 2011. 

When L.V. f a i l e d t o comply w i t h the o r d e r by November 2, the 

f a m i l y c o u r t o r d e r e d t h a t he be i n c a r c e r a t e d and s e t a $3,000 

cash bond t o purge the contempt. On November 4, 2011, L.V. 

p a i d $3,000 and was r e l e a s e d from j a i l . 

On A p r i l 9, 2012, L.V., a c t i n g through c o u n s e l , f i l e d an 

answer t o the contempt p e t i t i o n and a motion t o c h a l l e n g e the 

r e g i s t r a t i o n of the German c h i l d - s u p p o r t o r d e r , a l l e g i n g t h a t 

he had never been s e r v e d w i t h n o t i c e of the r e g i s t r a t i o n of 

the o r d e r , denying p a t e r n i t y of the c h i l d , and r e q u e s t i n g a 

g e n e t i c t e s t . 3 On A p r i l 10 and May 30, 2012, L.V. appeared 

w i t h c o u n s e l a t compliance h e a r i n g s , p a y i n g $1,500 and $300, 

r e s p e c t i v e l y , and s t a t i n g t h a t , from t h a t time f o r w a r d , he 

3 S e c t i o n 30-3A-315, A l a . Code 1975, p r o v i d e s : 

"A p a r t y whose parentage of a c h i l d has been 
p r e v i o u s l y d e t e r m i n e d by or pu r s u a n t t o law may not 
p l e a d nonparentage as a defense t o a p r o c e e d i n g 
under t h i s c h a p t e r , r a t h e r , such i s s u e must be 
pursued i n the a p p r o p r i a t e forum of the j u r i s d i c t i o n 
i n which p a t e r n i t y was e s t a b l i s h e d , and a c c o r d i n g t o 
the law of t h a t j u r i s d i c t i o n . " 
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would pay $500 each month. In an o r d e r r e n d e r e d on May 30, 

2012, and e n t e r e d on June 8, 2012, the f a m i l y c o u r t d e n i e d 

L.V.'s A p r i l 9, 2012, motion c h a l l e n g i n g the r e g i s t r a t i o n of 

the German c h i l d - s u p p o r t o r d e r and r e q u e s t i n g a p a t e r n i t y 

t e s t . 

On June 20, 2012, L.V., a c t i n g through new c o u n s e l , f i l e d 

a motion t o v a c a t e the f a m i l y c o u r t ' s June 8, 2012, o r d e r o r , 

i n the a l t e r n a t i v e , t o d i s m i s s the contempt a c t i o n f o r l a c k of 

s u b j e c t - m a t t e r j u r i s d i c t i o n . That motion was s e t f o r a 

h e a r i n g on June 28, 2012. L.V. d i d not a t t e n d the h e a r i n g , 

but he was r e p r e s e n t e d by c o u n s e l . The r e c o r d c o n t a i n s no 

t r a n s c r i p t of the h e a r i n g . On June 28, 2012, the f a m i l y - c o u r t 

r e f e r e e d e n i e d L.V.'s motion, and t h a t o r d e r was adopted by 

the f a m i l y - c o u r t judge on June 29, 2012. L.V. a p pealed t o 

t h i s c o u r t on the same day. The f a m i l y - c o u r t judge c e r t i f i e d 

the r e c o r d on a p p e a l as adequate on August 2, 2012. See Rule 

28(A) ( 1 ) ( a ) , A l a . R. Juv. P. 

On a p p e a l , L.V. argues t h a t the f a m i l y c o u r t l a c k e d 

s u b j e c t - m a t t e r j u r i s d i c t i o n t o e n f o r c e the German c h i l d -

s u p p o r t o r d e r because, he says, t h a t f o r e i g n judgment was not 

p r o p e r l y r e g i s t e r e d , as r e q u i r e d by § 30-3A-602, A l a . Code 
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1975, and, he says, he was never s e r v e d w i t h n o t i c e of the 

r e g i s t r a t i o n , as r e q u i r e d by § 30-3A-605, A l a . Code 1975. 

Stan d a r d of Review 

L.V.'s argument r e g a r d i n g r e g i s t r a t i o n of the German 

c h i l d - s u p p o r t o r d e r i m p l i c a t e s s u b j e c t - m a t t e r j u r i s d i c t i o n . 

"Only s t r i c t compliance w i t h [the UIFSA] r e g i s t r a t i o n 

p r ocedure c o n f e r s s u b j e c t - m a t t e r j u r i s d i c t i o n upon an Alabama 

c i r c u i t c o u r t t o e n f o r c e or t o modify a f o r e i g n c h i l d - s u p p o r t 

judgment. See Mattes v. M a t t e s , 60 So. 3d 887 ( A l a . C i v . App. 

2010), and Ex p a r t e Owens, 65 So. 3d 953 ( A l a . C i v . App. 

2010)." Ex p a r t e O r t i z , [Ms. 2110927, October 5, 2012] So. 

3d , ( A l a . C i v . App. 2012) . Our r e v i e w of the 

r e g i s t r a t i o n i s s u e i s de novo. I d . 

L.V.'s argument c o n c e r n i n g s e r v i c e of the n o t i c e of 

r e g i s t r a t i o n , however, i m p l i c a t e s the i s s u e whether the f a m i l y 

c o u r t l a c k e d p e r s o n a l j u r i s d i c t i o n over L.V. — a defense 

t h a t , u n l i k e l a c k of s u b j e c t - m a t t e r j u r i s d i c t i o n , i s waived i f 

not t i m e l y a s s e r t e d . See § 30-3A-605 (Alabama Comment) 

( s t a t i n g t h a t " s u b s e c t i o n (b)(2) [of § 30-3A-605] ... r e q u i r e s 

t h a t s e r v i c e be o b t a i n e d under the Alabama Ru l e s of C i v i l 

Procedure") and Rule 1 2 ( h ) ( 1 ) , A l a . R. C i v . P. ( p r o v i d i n g t h a t 
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a defense of i n s u f f i c i e n c y of s e r v i c e of p r o c e s s i s waived i f 

i t i s not i n c l u d e d i n a Rule 12 motion, a r e s p o n s i v e p l e a d i n g , 

or an amended r e s p o n s i v e p l e a d i n g ) . Our r e v i e w of the i s s u e 

whether a p a r t y has waived p e r s o n a l j u r i s d i c t i o n i s de novo. 

F o s t e r v. F o s t e r , 709 So. 2d 1301, 1302 ( A l a . C i v . App. 1998) . 

D i s c u s s i o n 

R e g i s t r a t i o n : S e c t i o n 30-3A-602, which s e t s out the 

p rocedure f o r r e g i s t r a t i o n of a f o r e i g n c h i l d - s u p p o r t 

judgment, p r o v i d e s : 

"(a) A s upport o r d e r or i n c o m e - w i t h h o l d i n g o r d e r 
of another s t a t e [ 4 ] may be r e g i s t e r e d i n t h i s s t a t e 
by s e n d i n g the f o l l o w i n g documents and i n f o r m a t i o n 
t o the a p p r o p r i a t e c o u r t i n t h i s s t a t e : 

"(1) a l e t t e r of t r a n s m i t t a l t o the 
c o u r t r e q u e s t i n g r e g i s t r a t i o n and 
enforcement; 

4A " s t a t e " i n c l u d e s "a f o r e i g n j u r i s d i c t i o n t h a t has 
e n a c t e d a law or e s t a b l i s h e d p r o c e d u r e s f o r i s s u a n c e and 
enforcement of s u p p o r t o r d e r s which are s u b s t a n t i a l l y s i m i l a r 
t o the p r o c e d u r e s under t h i s c h a p t e r [ i . e . , UIFSA], the 
U n i f o r m R e c i p r o c a l Enforcement of Support A c t , or the R e v i s e d 
U n i f o r m R e c i p r o c a l Enforcement of Support A c t . " A l a . Code 
1975, § 3 0 - 3 A - 1 0 1 ( 2 0 ) ( i i ) . The E n g l i s h t r a n s l a t i o n of the 
German-language c o m p l a i n t t h a t was i n c l u d e d i n the p a c k e t of 
m a t e r i a l s sent t o the B a l d w i n J u v e n i l e Court by the German 
I n s t i t u t e of G u a r d i a n s h i p s t a t e s : " T h i s i s a p e t i t i o n f o r 
s u p p o r t under the R e c i p r o c a l Enforcement of Support A c t as 
adopted by the S t a t e of Alabama. The F e d e r a l R e p u b l i c of 
Germany has a s u b s t a n t i a l l y s i m i l a r r e c i p r o c a l law c o n c e r n i n g 
the enforcement of s u p p o r t . " 
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"(2) two c o p i e s , i n c l u d i n g one 
c e r t i f i e d copy, of a l l o r d e r s t o be 
r e g i s t e r e d , i n c l u d i n g any m o d i f i c a t i o n of 
an o r d e r ; 

"(3) a sworn statement by the p a r t y 
s e e k i n g r e g i s t r a t i o n or a c e r t i f i e d 
statement by the t r i b u n a l or c o l l e c t i o n 
agency showing the amount of any a r r e a r a g e ; 

"(4) the name of the o b l i g o r and, i f 
known: 

" ( i ) the o b l i g o r ' s address 
and S o c i a l S e c u r i t y number; 

" ( i i ) the name and address 
of the o b l i g o r ' s employer and any 
o t h e r source of income of the 
o b l i g o r ; and 

" ( i i i ) a d e s c r i p t i o n and the 
l o c a t i o n of p r o p e r t y of the 
o b l i g o r i n t h i s s t a t e not exempt 
from e x e c u t i o n ; and 

"(5) the name and address of the 
o b l i g e e and, i f a p p l i c a b l e , the agency or 
perso n t o whom sup p o r t payments are t o be 
r e m i t t e d . 

"(b) On r e c e i p t of a r e q u e s t f o r r e g i s t r a t i o n , 
the r e g i s t e r i n g c o u r t s h a l l cause the o r d e r t o be 
f i l e d as a f o r e i g n judgment, t o g e t h e r w i t h one copy 
of the documents and i n f o r m a t i o n , r e g a r d l e s s of 
t h e i r form. 

"(c) A p e t i t i o n or comparable p l e a d i n g s e e k i n g 
a remedy t h a t must be a f f i r m a t i v e l y sought under 
o t h e r law of t h i s s t a t e may be f i l e d a t the same 
time as the r e q u e s t f o r r e g i s t r a t i o n or l a t e r . The 
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p l e a d i n g must s p e c i f y the grounds f o r the remedy 
sought." 

L.V. contends t h a t the German c h i l d - s u p p o r t o r d e r was not 

p r o p e r l y r e g i s t e r e d because, he says, i t was not f i l e d i n the 

a p p r o p r i a t e Alabama c o u r t . See § 30-3A-602(a). He makes no 

cogent argument c o n c e r n i n g t h i s i s s u e , o t h e r than t o a s s e r t 

t h a t because s e r v i c e c o u l d not be a c c o m p l i s h e d — f i r s t , i n 

B a l d w i n County, and l a t e r , i n M o b i l e County — t h a t the 

j u v e n i l e c o u r t s of B a l d w i n County and M o b i l e County were not 

the p r o p e r c o u r t s i n which t o have r e g i s t e r e d the o r d e r . 

A l t h o u g h we need not c o n s i d e r the i s s u e f u r t h e r , see Rule 

2 8 ( a ) ( 1 0 ) , A l a . R. App. P., we note t h a t the m a t e r i a l s 

t r a n s m i t t e d from Germany t o the B a l d w i n J u v e n i l e Court show a 

B a l d w i n County address f o r L.V. and t h a t the subsequent 

t r a n s f e r s t o the M o b i l e J u v e n i l e Court and t o the J e f f e r s o n 

F a m i l y Court were based upon i n f o r m a t i o n r e c e i v e d by the 

t r a n s f e r o r c o u r t s t h a t L.V. was r e s i d i n g i n M o b i l e County and, 

s u b s e q u e n t l y , J e f f e r s o n County. See g e n e r a l l y Mattes v.  

M a t t e s , 60 So. 3d 887, 890 ( A l a . C i v . App. 2010) ( n o t i n g t h a t 

UIFSA r e q u i r e s "'the o b l i g e e ... t o r e g i s t e r the e x i s t i n g 

o r d e r ... i n a s t a t e which has p e r s o n a l j u r i s d i c t i o n over the 

o b l i g o r ' " ( q u o t i n g § 30-3A-611 ( O f f i c i a l Comment))). 

11 
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L.V. a l s o m a i n t a i n s t h a t i t cannot be d i s c e r n e d from the 

r e c o r d on a p p e a l whether a " l e t t e r of t r a n s m i t t a l ... 

r e q u e s t i n g r e g i s t r a t i o n and enforcement" of the German c h i l d -

s u p p o r t o r d e r was f i l e d , see § 30-3A-602(a), or how many 

c o p i e s of the o r d e r were f i l e d or whether any c e r t i f i e d c o p i e s 

of the o r d e r were f i l e d , see § 30-3A-602(a)(2). I t i s t r u e 

t h a t the r e c o r d does not s p e c i f i c a l l y i n d i c a t e t h a t the p a c k e t 

of m a t e r i a l s s e n t by the German I n s t i t u t e of G u a r d i a n s h i p t o 

the B a l d w i n J u v e n i l e Court c o n t a i n e d a " l e t t e r of t r a n s m i t t a l 

... r e q u e s t i n g r e g i s t r a t i o n and enforcement" of the German 

c h i l d - s u p p o r t o r d e r . (Emphasis added.) The r e c o r d c l e a r l y 

d emonstrates, however, t h a t the p a c k e t i t s e l f was a 

" t r a n s m i t t a l " from the German I n s t i t u t e of G u a r d i a n s h i p and 

t h a t the m a t e r i a l s c o n t a i n e d w i t h i n the p a c k e t — 

s p e c i f i c a l l y , the " r e g i s t r a t i o n s tatement" and the " c o m p l a i n t 

f o r s u p p o r t and reimbursement under the R e c i p r o c a l Enforcement 

of Support A c t " — "requested] ... r e g i s t r a t i o n and 

enforcement" of the o r d e r . 

In Bank of A n n i s t o n v. Farmers & Merchants S t a t e Bank of  

Krum, Texas, 507 So. 2d 927 ( A l a . 1987), our supreme c o u r t 

r e j e c t e d the argument t h a t , because the defendant's address 

12 
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was i n c o r r e c t l y l i s t e d on a c e r t i f i c a t e of judgment, the 

s t a t u t o r y r e q u i r e m e n t s f o r f i l i n g the c e r t i f i c a t e had not been 

s t r i c t l y observed. The c o u r t s t a t e d : 

"[T]he s t a t u t o r y requirement t h a t the c o n t e n t s of 
the c e r t i f i c a t e of judgment be s t r i c t l y o b s erved 
must be viewed i n r e l a t i o n t o the purpose of t h a t 
r e q u i r e m e n t . That purpose i s t o p r o v i d e n o t i c e of 
the judgment t o anyone s e a r c h i n g t i t l e t o the r e a l 
p r o p e r t y . ... Here, ... the c e r t i f i c a t e of judgment 
was w i t h i n the c h a i n of t i t l e and would have g i v e n 
n o t i c e t o anyone s e a r c h i n g t i t l e t o the p r o p e r t y . " 

507 So. 2d a t 929. The c o u r t c o n c l u d e d : "We cannot say t h a t 

the t r i a l c o u r t e r r e d i n f i n d i n g t h a t the c e r t i f i c a t e of 

judgment c o m p l i e d w i t h the r e q u i r e m e n t s of § 6-9-210[, A l a . 

Code 1975]. To h o l d o t h e r w i s e would be a t r i u m p h of form over 

s u b s t a n c e . " 507 So. 2d a t 930. 

L i k e w i s e , h o l d i n g t h a t t h e r e was not " s t r i c t compliance 

w i t h [the UIFSA] r e g i s t r a t i o n p r o c e d u r e " and t h a t an Alabama 

c o u r t d i d not have s u b j e c t - m a t t e r j u r i s d i c t i o n t o e n f o r c e the 

German c h i l d - s u p p o r t o r d e r , see Ex p a r t e O r t i z , So. 3d a t 

, because a p e r f u n c t o r y cover l e t t e r does not appear i n the 

r e c o r d b e f o r e us would a l s o r e p r e s e n t a t r i u m p h of form over 

substance. The s e l f - e v i d e n t purpose of a " l e t t e r of 

t r a n s m i t t a l ... r e q u e s t i n g r e g i s t r a t i o n and enforcement" of a 

f o r e i g n o r d e r i s t o convey a r e q u e s t by the i s s u i n g " s t a t e " t o 

13 
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r e g i s t e r and e n f o r c e the i s s u i n g t r i b u n a l ' s o r d e r . That 

purpose was a c c o m p l i s h e d by the m a t e r i a l s c o n t a i n e d w i t h i n the 

p a c k e t t r a n s m i t t e d from Germany. 

L.V.'s argument t h a t i t cannot be d i s c e r n e d from the 

r e c o r d on a p p e a l how many c o p i e s of the German c h i l d - s u p p o r t 

o r d e r were f i l e d i s w i t h o u t m e r i t . As p r e v i o u s l y d i s c u s s e d , 

the p a c k e t of m a t e r i a l s c o n t a i n e d a more than s u f f i c i e n t 

number of c o p i e s and a l l of them were f i l e d . 

L.V.'s l a s t argument d i r e c t e d t o the a l l e g e d l y improper 

r e g i s t r a t i o n of the German c h i l d - s u p p o r t o r d e r i s t h a t the 

c o p i e s of the o r d e r were not c e r t i f i e d . The 1995 c o u r t o r d e r 

c o n t a i n s the s e a l of the L o c a l C o u r t of Nurnberg. A c c o r d i n g 

t o the E n g l i s h t r a n s l a t i o n of the words a p p e a r i n g on the 

o r d e r , a p r e p r i n t e d , stamped w r i t i n g i m m e d i a t e l y above the 

s e a l s t a t e s : "The above o f f i c i a l copy, which i s i d e n t i c a l 

w i t h the o r i g i n a l document, i s i s s u e d f o r the p e t i t i o n e r f o r 

the purpose of f o r c i b l e e x e c u t i o n a g a i n s t the respondent." 

Below those words appears the s i g n a t u r e of "Marx, J u s t i c e 

S e c r e t a r y , " who i s d e s i g n a t e d as the " r e c o r d e r of the o f f i c e " 

of the L o c a l Court of Nurnberg, and the date: "28 June 1995." 

14 
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A c e r t i f i e d copy of a p u b l i c r e c o r d i s one t h a t i s 

" s i g n e d and c e r t i f i e d as a t r u e copy by the o f f i c e r who has 

l a w f u l c u s t o d y of the o r i g i n a l . " I I C h a r l e s W. Gamble and 

Robert J . Goodwin, M c E l r o y ' s Alabama Evidence § 218.01(2) (6th 

ed. 2009). We conclude t h a t the document i n q u e s t i o n i s a 

" c e r t i f i e d copy" of the 1995 German c h i l d - s u p p o r t o r d e r i s s u e d 

by the L o c a l Court of Nurnberg, because i t was s i g n e d and 

acknowledged t o be " i d e n t i c a l [to] the o r i g i n a l document" by 

one who was e v i d e n t l y the c u s t o d i a n of r e c o r d s f o r t h a t c o u r t . 

The r e g i s t r a t i o n of the German c h i l d - s u p p o r t o r d e r 

c o m p l i e d w i t h § 30-3A-602. 

S e r v i c e of the N o t i c e of R e g i s t r a t i o n : S e c t i o n 30-3A-605 

p r o v i d e s : 

"(a) When a support o r d e r or i n c o m e - w i t h h o l d i n g 
o r d e r i s s u e d i n another s t a t e i s r e g i s t e r e d , the 
r e g i s t e r i n g c o u r t s h a l l n o t i f y the n o n r e g i s t e r i n g 
p a r t y as p r o v i d e d under the Alabama Ru l e s of C i v i l 
P r ocedure. The n o t i c e must be accompanied by a copy 
of the r e g i s t e r e d o r d e r and the documents and 
r e l e v a n t i n f o r m a t i o n accompanying the o r d e r . 

"(b) The n o t i c e must i n f o r m the n o n r e g i s t e r i n g p a r t y : 

"(1) t h a t a r e g i s t e r e d o r d e r i s 
e n f o r c e a b l e as of the date of r e g i s t r a t i o n 
i n the same manner as an o r d e r i s s u e d by a 
c o u r t of t h i s s t a t e ; 

15 



2110961 

"(2) t h a t a h e a r i n g t o c o n t e s t the 
v a l i d i t y or enforcement of the r e g i s t e r e d 
o r d e r must be r e q u e s t e d w i t h i n 30 days 
a f t e r the date of s e r v i c e o b t a i n e d under 
the Alabama Ru l e s of C i v i l P rocedure; 

"(3) t h a t f a i l u r e t o c o n t e s t the 
v a l i d i t y or enforcement of the r e g i s t e r e d 
o r d e r i n a t i m e l y manner w i l l r e s u l t i n 
c o n f i r m a t i o n of the o r d e r and enforcement 
of the o r d e r and the a l l e g e d a r r e a r a g e s and 
p r e c l u d e s f u r t h e r c o n t e s t of t h a t o r d e r 
w i t h r e s p e c t t o any m a t ter t h a t c o u l d have 
been a s s e r t e d ; and 

"(4) of the amount of any a l l e g e d 
a r r e a r a g e s . 

"(c) Upon r e g i s t r a t i o n of an i n c o m e - w i t h h o l d i n g 
o r d e r f o r enforcement, the r e g i s t e r i n g t r i b u n a l 
s h a l l n o t i f y the o b l i g o r ' s employer p u r s u a n t t o the 
i n c o m e - w i t h h o l d i n g law of t h i s s t a t e . " 

The f a m i l y c o u r t r e c o r d e d a n o t a t i o n i n case number CS-

08-912.01 t h a t L.V. was s e r v e d on January 12, 2009. The 

r e c o r d does not i n d i c a t e whether L.V. was s e r v e d o n l y w i t h the 

contempt p e t i t i o n f i l e d by DHR or whether he was a l s o s e r v e d 

w i t h n o t i c e of the r e g i s t e r e d German c h i l d - s u p p o r t o r d e r and 

"the documents and r e l e v a n t i n f o r m a t i o n accompanying t h [ a t ] 

o r d e r . " § 30-3A-605(a). However, even i f L.V. was not s e r v e d 

w i t h n o t i c e of the r e g i s t e r e d German c h i l d - s u p p o r t o r d e r and 

the documents a s s o c i a t e d w i t h the r e g i s t r a t i o n of t h a t o r d e r 

a t the time he was s e r v e d w i t h the contempt p e t i t i o n , he 
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waived the defense of l a c k of n o t i c e of the r e g i s t e r e d German 

c h i l d - s u p p o r t o r d e r by s u b m i t t i n g t o the j u r i s d i c t i o n of the 

J e f f e r s o n F a m i l y Court on May 8, 2009, when he appeared a t a 

h e a r i n g on the contempt p e t i t i o n and "acknowledge[d t h a t he 

was i n ] contempt [of the German c h i l d - s u p p o r t o r d e r ] " w i t h o u t 

c h a l l e n g i n g the f a m i l y c o u r t ' s e x e r c i s e of p e r s o n a l 

j u r i s d i c t i o n over him. Cf. H a l l v. H a l l , [Ms. 2110943, 

January 11, 2013] So. 3d ( A l a . C i v . App. 2013) 

( h o l d i n g t h a t , i n 2010, when husband f i l e d a p e t i t i o n t o 

m odify a d e f a u l t judgment of d i v o r c e t h a t had been e n t e r e d 

a g a i n s t him i n 2004 w i t h o u t c h a l l e n g i n g the c o u r t ' s e x e r c i s e 

of p e r s o n a l j u r i s d i c t i o n over him i n 2004, the husband waived 

the defense of l a c k of p e r s o n a l j u r i s d i c t i o n ) ; and D.B. v.  

M.A., 975 So. 2d 927, 937-38 ( A l a . C i v . App. 2006) ( h o l d i n g , 

i n c o n s o l i d a t e d p r o c e e d i n g s i n v o l v i n g a d o p t i o n and 

r e g i s t r a t i o n of a Nebraska c h i l d - c u s t o d y judgment, t h a t 

Alabama a d o p t i v e couple had waived the r i g h t t o s e r v i c e of 

n o t i c e of r e g i s t r a t i o n of the Nebraska judgment by f a i l i n g t o 

o b j e c t t o the l a c k of n o t i c e u n t i l the f i l i n g of t h e i r 

postjudgment motion i n the a d o p t i o n p r o c e e d i n g ) . " ' [ I ] f a 

defendant i n t e n d s t o r e l y on want of j u r i s d i c t i o n over h i s 
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p e r s o n , he must appear, i f a t a l l , f o r the s o l e purpose of 

o b j e c t i n g t o the j u r i s d i c t i o n of the c o u r t . An appearance f o r 

any o t h e r purpose i s u s u a l l y c o n s i d e r e d g e n e r a l . ' " R.M. v.  

Elmore Cnty. Dep't of Human Res., 75 So. 3d 1195, 1200 ( A l a . 

C i v . App. 2011) ( q u o t i n g Persons v. Summers, 274 A l a . 673, 

681, 151 So. 2d 210, 215 (1963)). Consequently, L.V. waived 

any c l a i m as t o the i n s u f f i c i e n c y of s e r v i c e of p r o c e s s . 

The J e f f e r s o n F a m i l y Court had s u b j e c t - m a t t e r 

j u r i s d i c t i o n of t h i s UIFSA enforcement a c t i o n and p r o p e r l y 

e x e r c i s e d p e r s o n a l j u r i s d i c t i o n over L.V. I t s judgment i s 

a f f i r m e d . 

AFFIRMED. 

Thompson, P.J., and Thomas, Moore, and Donaldson, J J . , 

concur. 
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