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ORDER AND JUDGMENT"

Before HOLMES, KELLY, and BACHARACH, Circuit Judges.

Jihad Al-Ali, proceeding pro se, appeals from the district court’s order
dismissing his civil rights action without prejudice. The court determined that the
case should be dismissed because Mr. Al-Ali’s pro se amended complaint failed to
comply with Rules 8 and 12 of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure. Exercising
jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1291, we affirm.

The district court reviewed Mr. Al-Ali’s initial complaint and dismissed it
without prejudice to him filing an amended complaint. The court stated that it could

not understand his claim and reminded Mr. Al-Ali that Rule 8 required “that he give

* After examining the briefs and appellate record, this panel has determined
unanimously that oral argument would not materially assist in the determination of
this appeal. See Fed. R. App. P. 34(a)(2); 10th Cir. R. 34.1(G). The case is therefore
ordered submitted without oral argument. This order and judgment is not binding
precedent, except under the doctrines of law of the case, res judicata, and collateral
estoppel. It may be cited, however, for its persuasive value consistent with
Fed. R. App. P. 32.1 and 10th Cir. R. 32.1.
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‘a short and plain statement of the claim showing that the pleader is entitled to
relief”” R. at 66 (quoting Fed. R. Civ. P. 8).

Mr. Al-Ali filed an amended complaint. The court noted that Mr. Al-Ali’s
amended complaint “name[d] approximately 140 defendants, complain[ed] of actions
occurring over the last fourteen years, and demand[ed] $777 million as well as
non-monetary remedies.” Id. at 112. The court further noted that “[i]n his
thirty-seven-page amended complaint, [Mr. Al-Ali’s] numerous allegations are
sweeping and very general, and are not linked to any named defendant or cause of
action. In short, the court cannot understand the nature of his claims, the specific
acts of which he complains, or what each defendant did to injure him.” Id. at 113.

Because the amended complaint did not comply with Rule 8 and provide a
short and plain statement of each claim showing how Mr. Al-Ali was entitled to
relief, the district court concluded that Mr. Al-Ali had not given the named
defendants sufficient notice of the claims against them. The court also noted that to
avoid dismissal under Rule 12(b)(6) of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, “each
claim asserted by the plaintiff must list all of the elements of the cause of action,
assign facts to each element, list the defendant against whom he brings that claim,
and ask for relief the court can provide.” Id. The court determined that
“Mr. Al-Ali’s attempt to correct the deficiencies of his original complaint [was] not
sufficient to avoid dismissal under Rules 8 and 12.” Id.

On appeal, Mr. Al-Ali argues that we should set aside the district court’s

dismissal, but he offers no reasoned rebuttal to the deficiencies the district court
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identified in the amended complaint. Mr. Al-Ali’s amended complaint alleges ten
causes of action. As the district court correctly observed, Mr. Al-Ali “vaguely lists,
but does not explain, numerous causes of action[,]” and “[a] few causes of action are
listed with no allegations linked to them.” Id. Seven of the causes of action contain
just one word or one sentence. See, e.g., id. at 98-100. Two causes of action fail to
connect any of the allegations to any of the defendants by name, id. at 94-96, and the
remaining cause of action simply recites information about the use of biological
weapons but does not allege any connection to Mr. Al-Ali or any of the defendants,
see id. at 97.

As we have explained, “Rule 8 serves the important purpose of requiring
plaintiffs to state their claims intelligibly so as to inform the defendants of the legal
claims being asserted.” Mann v. Boatright, 477 F.3d 1140, 1148 (10th Cir. 2007).
We agree with the district court that “[Mr. Al-Ali’s] amended complaint does not
satisfy the necessary pleading requirements.” R. at 114. Accordingly, we affirm the
district court’s dismissal of Mr. Al-Ali’s case. We deny Mr. Al-Ali’s motion to

change venue.

Entered for the Court

Paul J. Kelly, Jr.
Circuit Judge



