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COUNTRY COMPARISON :: POPULATION

Populat ion compares est imates from the US Bureau of the Census based on stat ist ics from populat ion censuses, vi tal  stat ist ics

registrat ion systems, or sample surveys pertaining to the recent past and on assumptions about future trends.

RANK COUNTRY POPULATI ON DATE OF I NFORMATI ON

1 CH I N A
1 , 3 7 3 , 5 4 1 , 2 7 8 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

2 I N D I A
1 , 2 6 6 , 8 8 3 , 5 9 8 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

3 EU R O P EAN  U N I O N
5 1 3 , 9 4 9 , 4 4 5 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

4 U N I T ED  ST AT ES
3 2 3 , 9 9 5 , 5 2 8 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

5 I N D O N ESI A
2 5 8 , 3 1 6 , 0 5 1 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

6 BR AZ I L
2 0 5 , 8 2 3 , 6 6 5 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

7 P AKI ST AN
2 0 1 , 9 9 5 , 5 4 0 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

8 N I GER I A
1 8 6 , 0 5 3 , 3 8 6 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

9 BAN GLAD ESH
1 5 6 , 1 8 6 , 8 8 2 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 0 R U SSI A
1 4 2 , 3 5 5 , 4 1 5 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 1 JAP AN
1 2 6 , 7 0 2 , 1 3 3 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 2 M EX I CO
1 2 3 , 1 6 6 , 7 4 9 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 3 P H I LI P P I N ES
1 0 2 , 6 2 4 , 2 0 9 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 4 ET H I O P I A
1 0 2 , 3 7 4 , 0 4 4 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 5 V I ET N AM
9 5 , 2 6 1 , 0 2 1 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

9 4 , 6 6 6 , 9 9 3 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .
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1 6 EGY P T

1 7 I R AN
8 2 , 8 0 1 , 6 3 3 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 8 CO N GO ,  D EM O CR AT I C R EP U BLI C O F T H E
8 1 , 3 3 1 , 0 5 0 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 9 GER M AN Y
8 0 , 7 2 2 , 7 9 2 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

2 0 T U R KEY
8 0 , 2 7 4 , 6 0 4 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

2 1 T H AI LAN D
6 8 , 2 0 0 , 8 2 4 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

2 2 FR AN CE
6 6 , 8 3 6 , 1 5 4 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

2 3 U N I T ED  K I N GD O M
6 4 , 4 3 0 , 4 2 8 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

2 4 I T ALY
6 2 , 0 0 7 , 5 4 0 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

2 5 BU R M A
5 6 , 8 9 0 , 4 1 8 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

2 6 SO U T H  AFR I CA
5 4 , 3 0 0 , 7 0 4 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

2 7 T AN Z AN I A
5 2 , 4 8 2 , 7 2 6 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

2 8 KO R EA,  SO U T H
5 0 , 9 2 4 , 1 7 2 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

2 9 SP AI N
4 8 , 5 6 3 , 4 7 6 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

3 0 CO LO M BI A
4 7 , 2 2 0 , 8 5 6 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

3 1 KEN Y A
4 6 , 7 9 0 , 7 5 8 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

3 2 U KR AI N E
4 4 , 2 0 9 , 7 3 3 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

3 3 AR GEN T I N A
4 3 , 8 8 6 , 7 4 8 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

3 4 ALGER I A
4 0 , 2 6 3 , 7 1 1 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

3 5 P O LAN D
3 8 , 5 2 3 , 2 6 1 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

3 6 U GAN D A
3 8 , 3 1 9 , 2 4 1 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

3 7 I R AQ
3 8 , 1 4 6 , 0 2 5 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

3 8 SU D AN
3 6 , 7 2 9 , 5 0 1 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

3 9 CAN AD A
3 5 , 3 6 2 , 9 0 5 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

4 0 M O R O CCO
3 3 , 6 5 5 , 7 8 6 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

4 1 AFGH AN I ST AN
3 3 , 3 3 2 , 0 2 5 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

4 2 M ALAY SI A
3 0 , 9 4 9 , 9 6 2 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

4 3 V EN EZ U ELA
3 0 , 9 1 2 , 3 0 2 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

4 4 P ER U
3 0 , 7 4 1 , 0 6 2 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

4 5 U Z BEKI ST AN
2 9 , 4 7 3 , 6 1 4 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

2 9 , 0 3 3 , 9 1 4 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .
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4 6 N EP AL

4 7 SAU D I  AR ABI A
2 8 , 1 6 0 , 2 7 3

4 8 Y EM EN
2 7 , 3 9 2 , 7 7 9 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

4 9 GH AN A
2 6 , 9 0 8 , 2 6 2 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

5 0 M O Z AM BI Q U E
2 5 , 9 3 0 , 1 5 0 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

5 1 KO R EA,  N O R T H
2 5 , 1 1 5 , 3 1 1 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

5 2 M AD AGASCAR
2 4 , 4 3 0 , 3 2 5 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

5 3 CAM ER O O N
2 4 , 3 6 0 , 8 0 3 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

5 4 CO T E D ' I V O I R E
2 3 , 7 4 0 , 4 2 4 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

5 5 T A I W AN
2 3 , 4 6 4 , 7 8 7 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

5 6 AU ST R ALI A
2 2 , 9 9 2 , 6 5 4 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

5 7 SR I  LAN KA
2 2 , 2 3 5 , 0 0 0 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

5 8 R O M AN I A
2 1 , 5 9 9 , 7 3 6 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

5 9 AN GO LA
2 0 , 1 7 2 , 3 3 2 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

6 0 BU R KI N A  FASO
1 9 , 5 1 2 , 5 3 3 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

6 1 N I GER
1 8 , 6 3 8 , 6 0 0 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

6 2 M ALAW I
1 8 , 5 7 0 , 3 2 1 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

6 3 KAZ AKH ST AN
1 8 , 3 6 0 , 3 5 3 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

6 4 CH I LE
1 7 , 6 5 0 , 1 1 4 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

6 5 M ALI
1 7 , 4 6 7 , 1 0 8 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

6 6 SY R I A
1 7 , 1 8 5 , 1 7 0

6 7 N ET H ER LAN D S
1 7 , 0 1 6 , 9 6 7 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

6 8 ECU AD O R
1 6 , 0 8 0 , 7 7 8 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

6 9 CAM BO D I A
1 5 , 9 5 7 , 2 2 3 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

7 0 Z AM BI A
1 5 , 5 1 0 , 7 1 1 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

7 1 GU AT EM ALA
1 5 , 1 8 9 , 9 5 8 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

7 2 Z I M BABW E
1 4 , 5 4 6 , 9 6 1 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

7 3 SEN EGAL
1 4 , 3 2 0 , 0 5 5 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

7 4 R W AN D A
1 2 , 9 8 8 , 4 2 3 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

7 5 SO U T H  SU D AN
1 2 , 5 3 0 , 7 1 7 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 2 , 0 9 3 , 3 4 9 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .
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7 6 GU I N EA

7 7 CH AD
1 1 , 8 5 2 , 4 6 2 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

7 8 BELGI U M
1 1 , 4 0 9 , 0 7 7 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

7 9 CU BA
1 1 , 1 7 9 , 9 9 5 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

8 0 T U N I SI A
1 1 , 1 3 4 , 5 8 8 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

8 1 BU R U N D I
1 1 , 0 9 9 , 2 9 8 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

8 2 BO LI V I A
1 0 , 9 6 9 , 6 4 9 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

8 3 P O R T U GAL
1 0 , 8 3 3 , 8 1 6 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

8 4 SO M ALI A
1 0 , 8 1 7 , 3 5 4 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

8 5 GR EECE
1 0 , 7 7 3 , 2 5 3 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

8 6 BEN I N
1 0 , 7 4 1 , 4 5 8 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

8 7 CZ ECH I A
1 0 , 6 4 4 , 8 4 2 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

8 8 D O M I N I CAN  R EP U BLI C
1 0 , 6 0 6 , 8 6 5 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

8 9 H AI T I
1 0 , 4 8 5 , 8 0 0 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

9 0 SW ED EN
9 , 8 8 0 , 6 0 4 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

9 1 H U N GAR Y
9 , 8 7 4 , 7 8 4 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

9 2 AZ ER BAI JAN
9 , 8 7 2 , 7 6 5 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

9 3 BELAR U S
9 , 5 7 0 , 3 7 6 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

9 4 H O N D U R AS
8 , 8 9 3 , 2 5 9 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

9 5 AU ST R I A
8 , 7 1 1 , 7 7 0 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

9 6 T AJI K I ST AN
8 , 3 3 0 , 9 4 6 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

9 7 JO R D AN
8 , 1 8 5 , 3 8 4 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

9 8 SW I T Z ER LAN D
8 , 1 7 9 , 2 9 4 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

9 9 I SR AEL
8 , 1 7 4 , 5 2 7

1 0 0 T O GO
7 , 7 5 6 , 9 3 7 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 0 1 H O N G KO N G
7 , 1 6 7 , 4 0 3 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 0 2 BU LGAR I A
7 , 1 4 4 , 6 5 3 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 0 3 SER BI A
7 , 1 4 3 , 9 2 1 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 0 4 LAO S
7 , 0 1 9 , 0 7 3 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 0 5 P AR AGU AY
6 , 8 6 2 , 8 1 2 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

6 , 7 9 1 , 3 1 7 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .
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1 0 6 P AP U A N EW  GU I N EA

1 0 7 LI BY A
6 , 5 4 1 , 9 4 8 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 0 8 LEBAN O N
6 , 2 3 7 , 7 3 8 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 0 9 EL SALV AD O R
6 , 1 5 6 , 6 7 0 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 1 0 SI ER R A LEO N E
6 , 0 1 8 , 8 8 8 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 1 1 N I CAR AGU A
5 , 9 6 6 , 7 9 8 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 1 2 U N I T ED  AR AB EM I R AT ES
5 , 9 2 7 , 4 8 2

1 1 3 ER I T R EA
5 , 8 6 9 , 8 6 9 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 1 4 SI N GAP O R E
5 , 7 8 1 , 7 2 8 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 1 5 KY R GY Z ST AN
5 , 7 2 7 , 5 5 3 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 1 6 D EN M AR K
5 , 5 9 3 , 7 8 5 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 1 7 CEN T R AL AFR I CAN  R EP U BLI C
5 , 5 0 7 , 2 5 7 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 1 8 FI N LAN D
5 , 4 9 8 , 2 1 1 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 1 9 SLO V AKI A
5 , 4 4 5 , 8 0 2 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 2 0 T U R KM EN I ST AN
5 , 2 9 1 , 3 1 7 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 2 1 N O R W AY
5 , 2 6 5 , 1 5 8 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 2 2 I R ELAN D
4 , 9 5 2 , 4 7 3 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 2 3 GEO R GI A
4 , 9 2 8 , 0 5 2 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 2 4 CO ST A R I CA
4 , 8 7 2 , 5 4 3 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 2 5 CO N GO ,  R EP U BLI C O F T H E
4 , 8 5 2 , 4 1 2 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 2 6 N EW  Z EALAN D
4 , 4 7 4 , 5 4 9 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 2 7 CR O AT I A
4 , 3 1 3 , 7 0 7 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 2 8 LI BER I A
4 , 2 9 9 , 9 4 4 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 2 9 BO SN I A  AN D  H ER Z EGO V I N A
3 , 8 6 1 , 9 1 2 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 3 0 P AN AM A
3 , 7 0 5 , 2 4 6 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 3 1 M AU R I T AN I A
3 , 6 7 7 , 2 9 3 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 3 2 P U ER T O  R I CO
3 , 5 7 8 , 0 5 6 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 3 3 M O LD O V A
3 , 5 1 0 , 4 8 5 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 3 4 O M AN
3 , 3 5 5 , 2 6 2

1 3 5 U R U GU AY
3 , 3 5 1 , 0 1 6 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

3 , 0 5 1 , 2 5 0 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .
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1 3 6 AR M EN I A

1 3 7 ALBAN I A
3 , 0 3 8 , 5 9 4 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 3 8 M O N GO LI A
3 , 0 3 1 , 3 3 0 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 3 9 JAM AI CA
2 , 9 7 0 , 3 4 0 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 4 0 LI T H U AN I A
2 , 8 5 4 , 2 3 5 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 4 1 KU W AI T
2 , 8 3 2 , 7 7 6

1 4 2 W EST  BAN K
2 , 6 9 7 , 6 8 7

1 4 3 N AM I BI A
2 , 4 3 6 , 4 6 9 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 4 4 Q AT AR
2 , 2 5 8 , 2 8 3 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 4 5 BO T SW AN A
2 , 2 0 9 , 2 0 8 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 4 6 M ACED O N I A
2 , 1 0 0 , 0 2 5 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 4 7 GAM BI A ,  T H E
2 , 0 0 9 , 6 4 8 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 4 8 SLO V EN I A
1 , 9 7 8 , 0 2 9 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 4 9 LAT V I A
1 , 9 6 5 , 6 8 6 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 5 0 LESO T H O
1 , 9 5 3 , 0 7 0 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 5 1 KO SO V O
1 , 8 8 3 , 0 1 8 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 5 2 GU I N EA- BI SSAU
1 , 7 5 9 , 1 5 9 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 5 3 GAZ A ST R I P
1 , 7 5 3 , 3 2 7 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 5 4 GABO N
1 , 7 3 8 , 5 4 1 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 5 5 SW AZ I LAN D
1 , 4 5 1 , 4 2 8 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 5 6 BAH R AI N
1 , 3 7 8 , 9 0 4

1 5 7 M AU R I T I U S
1 , 3 4 8 , 2 4 2 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 5 8 T I M O R - LEST E
1 , 2 6 1 , 0 7 2 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 5 9 EST O N I A
1 , 2 5 8 , 5 4 5 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 6 0 T R I N I D AD  AN D  T O BAGO
1 , 2 2 0 , 4 7 9 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 6 1 CY P R U S
1 , 2 0 5 , 5 7 5 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 6 2 FI JI
9 1 5 , 3 0 3 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 6 3 D JI BO U T I
8 4 6 , 6 8 7 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 6 4 CO M O R O S
7 9 4 , 6 7 8 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 6 5 EQ U AT O R I AL GU I N EA
7 5 9 , 4 5 1 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

7 5 0 , 1 2 5 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .
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1 6 6 BH U T AN

1 6 7 GU Y AN A
7 3 5 , 9 0 9 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 6 8 M O N T EN EGR O
6 4 4 , 5 7 8 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 6 9 SO LO M O N  I SLAN D S
6 3 5 , 0 2 7 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 7 0 M ACAU
5 9 7 , 4 2 5 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 7 1 W EST ER N  SAH AR A
5 8 7 , 0 2 0 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 7 2 SU R I N AM E
5 8 5 , 8 2 4 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 7 3 LU X EM BO U R G
5 8 2 , 2 9 1 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 7 4 CABO  V ER D E
5 5 3 , 4 3 2 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 7 5 BR U N EI
4 3 6 , 6 2 0 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 7 6 M ALT A
4 1 5 , 1 9 6 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 7 7 M ALD I V ES
3 9 2 , 9 6 0 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 7 8 BELI Z E
3 5 3 , 8 5 8 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 7 9 I CELAN D
3 3 5 , 8 7 8 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 8 0 BAH AM AS,  T H E
3 2 7 , 3 1 6 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 8 1 BAR BAD O S
2 9 1 , 4 9 5 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 8 2 FR EN CH  P O LY N ESI A
2 8 5 , 3 2 1 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 8 3 V AN U AT U
2 7 7 , 5 5 4 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 8 4 N EW  CALED O N I A
2 7 5 , 3 5 5 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 8 5 SAM O A
1 9 8 , 9 2 6 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 8 6 SAO  T O M E AN D  P R I N CI P E
1 9 7 , 5 4 1 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 8 7 SA I N T  LU CI A
1 6 4 , 4 6 4 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 8 8 GU AM
1 6 2 , 7 4 2 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 8 9 CU R ACAO
1 4 9 , 0 3 5 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 9 0 AR U BA
1 1 3 , 6 4 8 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 9 1 GR EN AD A
1 1 1 , 2 1 9 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 9 2 KI R I BAT I
1 0 6 , 9 2 5 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 9 3 T O N GA
1 0 6 , 5 1 3 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 9 4 M I CR O N ESI A ,  FED ER AT ED  ST AT ES O F
1 0 4 , 7 1 9 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 9 5 V I R GI N  I SLAN D S
1 0 2 , 9 5 1 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 0 2 , 3 5 0 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .
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1 9 6 SA I N T  V I N CEN T  AN D  T H E GR EN AD I N ES

1 9 7 JER SEY
9 8 , 0 6 9 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 9 8 AN T I GU A AN D  BAR BU D A
9 3 , 5 8 1 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

1 9 9 SEY CH ELLES
9 3 , 1 8 6 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

2 0 0 I SLE O F M AN
8 8 , 1 9 5 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

2 0 1 AN D O R R A
8 5 , 6 6 0 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

2 0 2 D O M I N I CA
7 3 , 7 5 7 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

2 0 3 M AR SH ALL I SLAN D S
7 3 , 3 7 6 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

2 0 4 BER M U D A
7 0 , 5 3 7 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

2 0 5 GU ER N SEY
6 6 , 2 9 7 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

2 0 6 GR EEN LAN D
5 7 , 7 2 8 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

2 0 7 CAY M AN  I SLAN D S
5 7 , 2 6 8 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

2 0 8 AM ER I CAN  SAM O A
5 4 , 1 9 4 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

2 0 9 N O R T H ER N  M AR I AN A I SLAN D S
5 3 , 4 6 7 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

2 1 0 SA I N T  K I T T S AN D  N EV I S
5 2 , 3 2 9 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

2 1 1 T U R KS AN D  CA I CO S I SLAN D S
5 1 , 4 3 0 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

2 1 2 FAR O E I SLAN D S
5 0 , 4 5 6 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

2 1 3 SI N T  M AAR T EN
4 1 , 4 8 6 2 0 1 5  ES T .

2 1 4 LI ECH T EN ST EI N
3 7 , 9 3 7 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

2 1 5 BR I T I SH  V I R GI N  I SLAN D S
3 4 , 2 3 2 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

2 1 6 SAN  M AR I N O
3 3 , 2 8 5 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

2 1 7 SA I N T  M AR T I N
3 1 , 9 4 9 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

2 1 8 M O N ACO
3 0 , 5 8 1

2 1 9 GI BR ALT AR
2 9 , 3 2 8 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

2 2 0 P ALAU
2 1 , 3 4 7 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

2 2 1 AN GU I LLA
1 6 , 7 5 2 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

2 2 2 W ALLI S  AN D  FU T U N A
1 5 , 6 6 4 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

2 2 3 T U V ALU
1 0 , 9 5 9 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

2 2 4 N AU R U
9 , 5 9 1 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .

2 2 5 CO O K I SLAN D S
9 , 5 5 6

7 , 7 9 5 JU LY  2 0 1 6  ES T .
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Center for the Study of Intelligence

Freedom of Information Act Electronic Reading Room

Kent Center Occasional Papers

Intelligence Literature

Reports

Related Links

Video Center

FIELD LISTING :: CITIZENSHIP

COUNTRY PI PELI NES

A f g h a n i s t a n citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must have been born in - and continuously l ived in

- Afghanistan

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

A l b a n i a citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Albania

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

A l g e r i a citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: the mother must be a cit izen of Algeria

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 7 years

A m e r i ca n  Sa m o a see United States

A n d o r r a citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: the mother must be an Andorran cit izen or the father must have been

born in Andorra and both parents maintain permanent residence in Andorra

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 25 years

A n g o l a citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Angola

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years

A n g u i l l a see United Kingdom

A n t i g u a  a n d  Ba r b u d a citizenship by birth: yes

citizenship by descent: yes

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 7 years

A r g e n t i n a citizenship by birth: yes

citizenship by descent: yes

Please select a country to view
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dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 2 years

A r m e n i a citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Armenia

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 3 years

A r u b a see the Netherlands

A sh m o r e  a n d  Ca r t i e r
I s l a n d s

see Austral ia

A u s t r a l i a citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen or permanent resident of

Austral ia

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 4 years

A u s t r i a citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Austr ia

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years

A z e r b a i j a n citizenship by birth: yes

citizenship by descent: yes

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Ba h a m a s ,  T h e citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of The Bahamas

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 6-9 years

Ba h r a i n citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: the father must be a cit izen of Bahrain

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 25 years; 15 years for Arab nationals

Ba n g l a d e sh citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Bangladesh

dual citizenship recognized: yes, but l imited to select countr ies

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Ba r b a d o s citizenship by birth: yes

citizenship by descent: yes

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Be l a r u s citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Belarus

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 7 years

Be l g i u m citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Belgium

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Be l i z e citizenship by birth: yes

citizenship by descent: yes

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Be n i n citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Benin

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years

No. 1
7-1351, viewed 05/24/2017

Appeal: 17-1351      Doc: 297-2            Filed: 05/25/2017      Pg: 11 of 51

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/am.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/aa.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/at.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/at.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/as.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/au.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/aj.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/bf.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ba.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/bg.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/bb.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/bo.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/be.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/bh.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/bn.html


The World Factbook — Central Intelligence Agency

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/fields/2263.html[5/24/2017 3:19:34 PM]

Be r m u d a citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of the UK

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years

Bh u t a n citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: the father must be a cit izen of Bhutan

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years

Bo l i v i a citizenship by birth: yes

citizenship by descent: yes

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 3 years

Bo sn i a  a n d  H e r z e g o v i n a citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Bosnia and Herzegovina

dual citizenship recognized: yes, provided there is a bi lateral agreement with the other state

residency requirement for naturalization: 8 years

Bo t sw a n a citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Botswana

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years

Br a z i l citizenship by birth: yes

citizenship by descent: yes

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 4 years

Br i t i sh  V i r g i n  I s l a n d s see United Kingdom

Br u n e i citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: the father must be a cit izen of Brunei

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 12 years

Bu l g a r i a citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Bulgaria

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Bu r k i n a  Fa so citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Burkina Faso

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years

Bu r m a citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: both parents must be cit izens of Burma

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: none

note: an appl icant for natural izat ion must be the chi ld or spouse of a ci t izen

Bu r u n d i citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: the father must be a cit izen of Burundi

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years

Ca b o  V e r d e citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Cabo Verde

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Ca m b o d i a citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Cambodia

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 7 years
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Ca m e r o o n citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Cameroon

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Ca n a d a citizenship by birth: yes

citizenship by descent: yes

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 3 years

Ca y m a n  I s l a n d s see United Kingdom

Ce n t r a l  A f r i ca n  R e p u b l i c citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: least one parent must be a cit izen of the Central Afr ican Republic

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 35 years

Ch a d citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: both parents must be cit izens of Chad

dual citizenship recognized: Chadian law does not address dual ci t izenship

residency requirement for naturalization: 15 years

Ch i l e citizenship by birth: yes

citizenship by descent: yes

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Ch i n a citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: least one parent must be a cit izen of China

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: while natural izat ion is theoret ical ly possible, in pract ical

terms i t  is extremely dif f icult ;  residency is required but not specif ied

Ch r i s t m a s  I s l a n d see Austral ia

Co co s  ( K e e l i n g )  I s l a n d s see Austral ia

Co l o m b i a citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: least one parent must be a cit izen or permanent resident of Colombia

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Co m o r o s citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of the Comoros

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years

Co n g o ,  D e m o cr a t i c
R e p u b l i c  o f  t h e

citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of the Democratic Republic of

the Congo

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Co n g o ,  R e p u b l i c  o f  t h e citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of the Republic of the Congo

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years

Co r a l  Se a  I s l a n d s see Austral ia

Co s t a  R i ca citizenship by birth: yes

citizenship by descent: yes

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 7 years

Co t e  d ' I v o i r e citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Cote d'Ivoire
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dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Cr o a t i a citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Croatia

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Cu b a citizenship by birth: yes

citizenship by descent: yes

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: unknown

Cu r a ca o see the Netherlands

Cy p r u s citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Cyprus

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 7 years

Cz e ch i a citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of the Czech Republic

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

D e n m a r k citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Denmark

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 7 years

D j i b o u t i citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: the mother must be a cit izen of Dj ibouti

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years

D o m i n i ca citizenship by birth: yes

citizenship by descent: yes

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

D o m i n i ca n  R e p u b l i c citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of the Dominican Republic

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 2 years

Ecu a d o r citizenship by birth: yes

citizenship by descent: yes

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 3 years

Eg y p t citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: i f  the father was born in Egypt

dual citizenship recognized: only with prior permission from the government

residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years

El  Sa l v a d o r citizenship by birth: yes

citizenship by descent: yes

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Eq u a t o r i a l  Gu i n e a citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Equatorial Guinea

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years

Er i t r e a citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Eri trea

dual citizenship recognized: no
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residency requirement for naturalization: 20 years

Est o n i a citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Estonia

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Et h i o p i a citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Ethiopia

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 4 years

Fa l k l a n d  I s l a n d s  ( I s l a s
M a l v i n a s )

see United Kingdom

Fa r o e  I s l a n d s see Denmark

F i j i citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Fi j i

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

F i n l a n d citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Finland

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 6 years

Fr a n ce citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of France

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Fr e n ch  P o l y n e s i a see France

Fr e n ch  So u t h e r n  a n d
A n t a r c t i c  La n d s

see France

Ga b o n citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Gabon

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years

Ga m b i a ,  T h e citizenship by birth: yes

citizenship by descent: yes

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Ge o r g i a citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Georgia

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years

Ge r m a n y citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a German cit izen or a resident al ien who

has l ived in Germany at least 8 years

dual citizenship recognized: yes, but requires prior permission from government

residency requirement for naturalization: 8 years

Gh a n a citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent or grandparent must be a cit izen of Ghana

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Gi b r a l t a r see United Kingdom

Gr e e ce citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Greece

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years
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Gr e e n l a n d see Denmark

Gr e n a d a citizenship by birth: yes

citizenship by descent: yes

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 7 years for persons from a non-Caribbean state and 4

years for a person from a Caribbean state

Gu a m see United States

Gu a t e m a l a citizenship by birth: yes

citizenship by descent: yes

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years with no absences of six consecutive months or

longer or absences total ing more than a year

Gu e r n se y see United Kingdom

Gu i n e a - B i ssa u citizenship by birth: yes

citizenship by descent: yes

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Gu i n e a citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Guinea

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: na

Gu y a n a citizenship by birth: yes

citizenship by descent: yes

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: na

H a i t i citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a native-born cit izen of Hait i

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

H o l y  Se e  ( V a t i ca n  Ci t y ) citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent: no

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: not appl icable

note: in the Holy See, ci t izenship is acquired by law, ex iure, or by adminstrat ive decision; in the

first instance cit izenship is a function of holding off ice within the Holy See as in the case of

cardinals resident in Vatican City or diplomats of the Holy See; in the second instance, ci t izenship

may be requested in a l imited set of circumstances for those who reside within Vatican City under

papal authorizat ion, as a function of their off ice or service, or as the spouses and chi ldren of current

cit izens; ci t izenship is lost once an individual no longer permanently resides in Vatican City,

normally revert ing to the cit izenship previously held

H o n d u r a s citizenship by birth: yes

citizenship by descent: yes

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 1 to 3 years

H o n g  K o n g see China

H u n g a r y citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Hungary

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 8 years

I ce l a n d citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Iceland

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 3 to 7 years

I n d i a

No. 1
7-1351, viewed 05/24/2017

Appeal: 17-1351      Doc: 297-2            Filed: 05/25/2017      Pg: 16 of 51

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/gl.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/gj.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/gq.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/gt.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/gk.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/pu.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/gv.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/gy.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ha.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/vt.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ho.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/hk.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/hu.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ic.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/in.html


The World Factbook — Central Intelligence Agency

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/fields/2263.html[5/24/2017 3:19:34 PM]

citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of India

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

I n d o n e s i a citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Indonesia

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 continuous years

I r a n citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: the father must be a cit izen of Iran

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

I r a q citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Iraq

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years

I r e l a n d citizenship by birth: yes

citizenship by descent: yes

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 4 of the previous 8 years

I s l e  o f  M a n see United Kingdom

I s r a e l citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Israel

dual citizenship recognized: yes, but natural ized cit izens are not al lowed to maintain dual

cit izenship

residency requirement for naturalization: 3 out of the 5 years preceding the appl icat ion for

natural izat ion

note: Israel i  law (Law of Return, 5 July 1950) provides for the grant ing of ci t izenship to any Jew -

defined as a person being born to a Jewish mother or having converted to Judaism while renouncing

any other rel igion - who immigrates to and expresses a desire to sett le in Israel on the basis of the

Right of al iyah; the 1970 amendment of this act extended the r ight to family members including the

spouse of a Jew, any chi ld or grandchi ld, and the spouses of chi ldren and grandchi ldren

I t a l y citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of I taly

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 4 years for EU nationals, 5 years for refugees and

specif ied exceptions, 10 years for al l  others

Ja m a i ca citizenship by birth: yes

citizenship by descent: yes

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 4 out of the previous 5 years

Ja p a n citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Japan

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Je r se y see United Kingdom

Jo r d a n citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: the father must be a cit izen of Jordan

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 15 years

K a z a k h s t a n citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Kazakhstan

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years
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K e n y a citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Kenya

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 4 out of the previous 7 years

K i r i b a t i citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a native-born cit izen of Kir ibat i

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 7 years

K o r e a ,  N o r t h citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of North Korea

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: unknown

K o r e a ,  So u t h citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of South Korea

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

K o so v o citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Kosovo

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

K u w a i t citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Kuwait

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: not specif ied

K y r g y z s t a n citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Kyrgyzstan

dual citizenship recognized: yes, but only i f  a mutual treaty on dual ci t izenship is in force

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

La o s citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Laos

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years

La t v i a citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Latvia

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Le b a n o n citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: the father must be a cit izen of Lebanon

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: unknown

Le so t h o citizenship by birth: yes

citizenship by descent: yes

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

L i b e r i a citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Liberia

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 2 years

L i b y a citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent or grandparent must be a cit izen of Libya

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: varies from 3 to 5 years

L i e ch t e n s t e i n citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: the father must be a cit izen of Liechtenstein; in the case of a chi ld
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born out of wedlock, the mother must be a cit izen

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

L i t h u a n i a citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Lithuania

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years

Lu x e m b o u r g citizenship by birth: l imited to si tuat ions where the parents are either unknown, stateless, or when

the national i ty law of the parents'  state of origin does not permit acquisit ion of ci t izenship by

descent when the birth occurs outside of national terr i tory

citizenship by descent: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Luxembourg

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 7 years

M a ca u see China

M a ce d o n i a citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Macedonia

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 8 years

M a d a g a sca r citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: the father must be a cit izen of Madagascar; in the case of a chi ld

born out of wedlock, the mother must be a cit izen

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: unknown

M a l a w i citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Malawi

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 7 years

M a l a y s i a citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Malaysia

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 10 out 12 years preceding appl icat ion

M a l d i v e s citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of the Maldives

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: unknown

M a l i citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Mali

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

M a l t a citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Malta

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

M a r sh a l l  I s l a n d s citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of the Marshal l  Islands

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

M a u r i t a n i a citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Mauritania

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

M a u r i t i u s citizenship by birth: yes

citizenship by descent: yes

dual citizenship recognized: yes
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residency requirement for naturalization: 5 out of the previous 7 years including the last 12

months

M e x i co citizenship by birth: yes

citizenship by descent: yes

dual citizenship recognized: not specif ied

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

M i cr o n e s i a ,  Fe d e r a t e d
S t a t e s  o f

citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of FSM

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

M i d w a y  I s l a n d s see United States

M o l d o v a citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Moldova

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years

M o n a co citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: the father must be a cit izen of Monaco; in the case of a chi ld born out

of wedlock, the mother must be a cit izen and father unknown

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years

M o n g o l i a citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: both parents must be cit izens of Mongolia; one parent i f  born within

Mongolia

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

M o n t e n e g r o citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Montenegro

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years

M o n t se r r a t see United Kingdom

M o r o cco citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: the father must be a cit izen of Morocco; i f  the father is unknown or

stateless, the mother must be a cit izen

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

M o z a m b i q u e citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Mozambique

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

N a m i b i a citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Namibia

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

N e p a l citizenship by birth: yes

citizenship by descent: yes

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 15 years

N e t h e r l a n d s citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of the Netherlands

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

N e w  Ca l e d o n i a see France

N e w  Z e a l a n d citizenship by birth: no
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citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of New Zealand

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 3 years

N i ca r a g u a citizenship by birth: yes

citizenship by descent: yes

dual citizenship recognized: no, except in cases where bi lateral agreements exist

residency requirement for naturalization: 4 years

N i g e r i a citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Nigeria

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 15 years

N i g e r citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Niger

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: unknown

N o r f o l k  I s l a n d see Austral ia

N o r t h e r n  M a r i a n a  I s l a n d s see United States

N o r w a y citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Norway

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 7 years

O m a n citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: the father must be a cit izen of Oman

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: unknown

P a k i s t a n citizenship by birth: yes

citizenship by descent: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Pakistan

dual citizenship recognized: yes, but l imited to select countr ies

residency requirement for naturalization: 4 out of the previous 7 years and including the 12

months preceding appl icat ion

P a l a u citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Palau

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: note - no procedure for natural izat ion

P a n a m a citizenship by birth: yes

citizenship by descent: yes

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

P a p u a  N e w  Gu i n e a citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Papua New Guinea

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 8 years

P a r a g u a y citizenship by birth: yes

citizenship by descent: at least one parent must be a native-born cit izen of Paraguay

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 3 years

P e r u citizenship by birth: yes

citizenship by descent: yes

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 2 years

P h i l i p p i n e s citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of the Phi l ippines

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years
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P i t ca i r n  I s l a n d s see United Kingdom

P o l a n d citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: both parents must be cit izens of Poland

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

P o r t u g a l citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Portugal

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years; 6 years i f  from a Portuguese speaking country

P u e r t o  R i co see United States

Q a t a r citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: the father must be a cit izen of Qatar

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 20 years; 15 years i f  an Arab national

R o m a n i a citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Romania

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

R u ss i a citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Russia

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 3-5 years

R w a n d a citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: the father must be a cit izen of Rwanda; i f  the father is stateless or

unknown, the mother must be a cit izen

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years

Sa i n t  Ba r t h e l e m y see France

Sa i n t  H e l e n a ,  A sce n s i o n ,
a n d  T r i s t a n  d a  Cu n h a

see United Kingdom

Sa i n t  K i t t s  a n d  N e v i s citizenship by birth: yes

citizenship by descent: yes

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 14 years

Sa i n t  Lu c i a citizenship by birth: yes

citizenship by descent: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Saint Lucia

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 8 years

Sa i n t  M a r t i n see France

Sa i n t  P i e r r e  a n d  M i q u e l o n see France

Sa i n t  V i n ce n t  a n d  t h e
Gr e n a d i n e s

citizenship by birth: yes

citizenship by descent: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 7 years

Sa m o a citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Samoa

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Sa n  M a r i n o citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of San Marino

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 30 years

No. 1
7-1351, viewed 05/24/2017

Appeal: 17-1351      Doc: 297-2            Filed: 05/25/2017      Pg: 22 of 51

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/pc.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/pl.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/po.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/rq.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/qa.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ro.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/rs.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/rw.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/tb.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/sh.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/sh.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/sc.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/st.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/rn.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/sb.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/vc.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/vc.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ws.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/sm.html


The World Factbook — Central Intelligence Agency

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/fields/2263.html[5/24/2017 3:19:34 PM]

Sa o  T o m e  a n d  P r i n c i p e citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Sao Tome and Principe

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Sa u d i  A r a b i a citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: the father must be a cit izen of Saudi Arabia; a chi ld born out of

wedlock in Saudi Arabia to a Saudi mother and unknown father

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Se n e g a l citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Senegal

dual citizenship recognized: no, but Senegalese cit izens do not automatical ly lose their ci t izenship

if  they acquire cit izenship in another state

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Se r b i a citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Serbia

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 3 years

Se y ch e l l e s citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of the Seychel les

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

S i e r r a  Le o n e citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent or grandparent must be a cit izen of Sierra Leone

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

S i n g a p o r e citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Singapore

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years

S i n t  M a a r t e n see the Netherlands

S l o v a k i a citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Slovakia

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

S l o v e n i a citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Slovenia; both parents i f  the

chi ld is born outside of Slovenia

dual citizenship recognized: yes, for select cases

residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years, the last 5 of which have been continuous

So l o m o n  I s l a n d s citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of the Solomon Islands

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 7 years

So m a l i a citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: the father must be a cit izen of Somalia

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 7 years

So u t h  A f r i ca citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of South Afr ica

dual citizenship recognized: yes, but requires prior permission of the government

residency requirement for naturalization: 1 year

So u t h  Su d a n citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of South Sudan
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dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years

Sp a i n citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Spain

dual citizenship recognized: only with select Latin American countr ies

residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years for persons with no t ies to Spain

Sr i  La n k a citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Sri  Lanka

dual citizenship recognized: no, except in cases where the government rules i t  is to the benefi t  of

Sri  Lanka

residency requirement for naturalization: 7 years

Su d a n citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: the father must be a cit izen of Sudan

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years

Su r i n a m e citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Suriname

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Sv a l b a r d see Norway

Sw a z i l a n d citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: both parents must be cit izens of Swazi land

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Sw e d e n citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: the father must be a cit izen of Sweden; in the case of a chi ld born out

of wedlock, the mother must be a cit izen of Sweden and the father unknown

dual citizenship recognized: no, unless the other ci t izenship was acquired involuntari ly

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Sw i t z e r l a n d citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Switzerland

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 12 years including at least 3 of the last 5 years prior to

appl icat ion

Sy r i a citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: the father must be a cit izen of Syria; i f  the father is unknown or

stateless, the mother must be a cit izen of Syria

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years

T a i w a n citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Taiwan

dual citizenship recognized: yes, except that ci t izens of Taiwan are not recognized as dual

cit izens of the People's Republic of China

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

T a j i k i s t a n citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Taj ikistan

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years or 3 years of continuous residence prior to

appl icat ion

T a n z a n i a citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Tanzania; i f  a chi ld is born

abroad, the father must be a cit izen of Tanzania

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years
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T h a i l a n d citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Thai land

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

T i m o r - Le s t e citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Timor-Leste

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years

T o g o citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Togo

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

T o k e l a u see New Zealand

T o n g a citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: the father must be a cit izen of Tonga; i f  a chi ld is born out of

wedlock, the mother must be a cit izen of Tonga

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

T r i n i d a d  a n d  T o b a g o citizenship by birth: yes

citizenship by descent: yes

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 8 years

T u n i s i a citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Tunisia

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

T u r k e y citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Turkey

dual citizenship recognized: yes, but requires prior permission from the government

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

T u r k m e n i s t a n citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Turkmenistan

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 7 years

T u r k s  a n d  Ca i co s  I s l a n d s see United Kingdom

T u v a l u citizenship by birth: yes

citizenship by descent: yes; for a chi ld born abroad, at least one parent must be a ci t izen of

Tuvalu

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: na

U g a n d a citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent or grandparent must be a native-born cit izen of

Uganda

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: an aggregate of 20 years and continuously for the last 2

years prior to applying for ci t izenship

U k r a i n e citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Ukraine

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

U n i t e d  A r a b  Em i r a t e s citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: the father must be a cit izen of the United Arab Emirates; i f  the father

is unknown, the mother must be a cit izen

dual citizenship recognized: no
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residency requirement for naturalization: 30 years

U n i t e d  K i n g d o m citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of the United Kingdom

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

U n i t e d  S t a t e s citizenship by birth: yes

citizenship by descent: yes

dual citizenship recognized: no, but the US government acknowledges such situtat ions exist;  US

cit izens are not encouraged to seek dual ci t izenship since i t  l imits protect ion by the US

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

U r u g u a y citizenship by birth: yes

citizenship by descent: yes

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 3-5 years

U z b e k i s t a n citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Uzbekistan

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

V a n u a t u citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: both parents must be cit izens of Vanuatu; in the case of only one

parent, i t  must be the father who is a ci t izen

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years

V e n e z u e l a citizenship by birth: yes

citizenship by descent: yes

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

V i e t n a m citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a cit izen of Vietnam

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

V i r g i n  I s l a n d s see United States

W a k e  I s l a n d see United States

W a l l i s  a n d  Fu t u n a see France

Y e m e n citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: the father must be a cit izen of Yemen; i f  the father is unknown, the

mother must be a cit izen

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years

Z a m b i a citizenship by birth: only i f  at least one parent is a ci t izen of Zambia

citizenship by descent: yes, i f  at least one parent was a cit izen of Zambia

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years for those with an ancestor who was a cit izen of

Zambia, otherwise 10 years residency is required

Z i m b a b w e citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: the father must be a cit izen of Zimbabwe; in the case of a chi ld born

out of wedlock, the mother must be a cit izen

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years
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The VWP permits citizens of 38 countries

to travel to the United States for business

or tourism for stays of up to 90 days

without a visa. In return, those 38 countries

must permit U.S. citizens and nationals to

travel to their countries for a similar length

of time without a visa for business or

tourism purposes.

Since its inception in 1986, the VWP has

evolved into a comprehensive security

partnership with many of America’s closest

allies. The VWP, administered by the

Department of Homeland Security (DHS),
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in consultation with the State Department,

utilizes a risk-based, multi-layered

approach to detect and prevent terrorists,

serious criminals, and other mala fide

actors from traveling to the United States.

This approach incorporates regular,

national-level risk assessments concerning

the impact of each program country’s

participation in the VWP on U.S. national

security and law enforcement interests. It

also includes comprehensive vetting of

individual VWP travelers prior to their

departure for the United States, upon

arrival at U.S. ports of entry, and during

any subsequent air travel within the United

States, among other things.

All prospective VWP travelers must obtain

pre-travel authorization via U.S. Customs

and Border Protection’s (CBP) ESTA

system prior to boarding a plane or ship

bound for the United States. 

ESTA applications are available on CBP’s

website: https://esta.cbp.dhs.gov/esta/. 

ESTA is used to determine eligibility to

travel without a visa to the United States

under the VWP.  Travelers who do not

receive an approved ESTA must apply for

a visa at the nearest U.S. Embassy or

Consulate prior to travel to the United

States.  Although an approved ESTA is

generally valid for a period of two years,

travelers should check their ESTA status

on CBP’s website prior to travel.

How does VWP travel work?
What is the Electronic System
for Travel Authorization (ESTA)?
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DHS remains concerned about the risks

posed by the situation in Syria and Iraq,

where instability has attracted thousands of

foreign fighters, including many from

VWP countries. Such individuals could

travel to the United States for operational

purposes on their own or at the behest of

violent extremist groups.

The U.S. Congress shares this concern, and

on December 18, 2015, the President

signed into law the Consolidated

Appropriations Act 2016, which includes

the Visa Waiver Program Improvement

and Terrorist Travel Prevention Act of

2015 (the Act). The Act, among other

things, establishes new eligibility

requirements for travel under the VWP.

These new eligibility requirements do not

bar travel to the United States. Instead, a

traveler who does not meet the

requirements must obtain a visa for travel

to the United States, which generally

includes an in-person interview at a U.S.

Embassy or Consulate.

DHS has updated the ESTA application

with additional questions to address the

new eligibility requirements under the Act.

What is the Visa Waiver
Program Improvement and
Terrorist Travel Prevention Act
of 2015? Why is it necessary to
once again expand the amount
of ESTA information being
collected from VWP travelers?
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Under the Act, travelers in the following

categories are no longer eligible to travel or

be admitted to the United States under the

VWP:

Nationals of VWP countries who have

been present in Iraq, Syria, or countries

listed under specified designation lists

(currently including Iran and Sudan) at

any time on or after March 1, 2011 (with

limited government/military

exceptions).

Nationals of VWP countries who have

been present in Iraq, Syria, Iran, Sudan,

at any time on or after March 1, 2011

(with limited government/military

exceptions).

These restrictions do not apply to VWP

travelers whose presence in Iraq, Syria,

Iran, Sudan, Libya, Somalia, or Yemen was

to perform military service in the armed

forces of a program country, or in order to

carry out official duties as a full-time

employee of the government of a program

country. We recommend those who have

traveled to the seven countries listed above

for military/official purposes bring with

them appropriate documentation when

traveling through a U.S. port of entry.

The vast majority of VWP-eligible

travelers will not be affected by the new

Act. New countries may be added to this

list at the discretion of the Secretary of

Homeland Security.

What are the new eligibility
requirements for VWP travel?
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Yes, the Act provides for limited

exceptions to the restriction relating to

prior travel to/physical presence in Iraq,

Syria, Iran, Sudan, Libya, Somalia, or

Yemen.  If you have traveled to Iraq, Syria,

Iran, Sudan, Libya, Somalia, or Yemen to

represent your program country on official

military orders or official government

business, you may fall within an

established exception to the new eligibility

requirements.

Based on the circumstances surrounding

your travel, you may fall within an

established exception to the new eligibility

requirements if you were a representative

of an international organization, working

on behalf of a humanitarian NGO,

performed official work as a government

employee of a Visa Waiver Program

country, have traveled to Iran for legitimate

business-related purposes, or your work

was related to other official reasons for

travel.  You must carefully review the

options available in the ESTA application

to determine which situation applies to you

and then select the appropriate information

to be considered for a waiver.

Are there any exceptions to the
new eligibility requirements?

I am a scientist or researcher
who has traveled to one of the
restricted countries listed here
as a part of my official work,
what do I do?
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The restrictions do not bar travel to the

United States, but they do require a traveler

covered by the restrictions in the law to

obtain a visa from a U.S. Embassy or

Consulate.  Most U.S. Embassies and

Consulates in VWP partner countries and

worldwide have short wait times for visa

interviews.  Please visit travel.state.gov for

general visa information or usembassy.gov

to find the website of the Embassy that has

jurisdiction over your residence.

If you are applying for a nonimmigrant

visa after ESTA denial or revocation as a

result of the new Act, and have imminent

business, medical, or humanitarian travel to

the United States you may request an

expedited visa appointment.

Visas have some advantages over the

ESTA, including validity for up to 10 years

versus a general two years for ESTA, and

the option to stay in the Unites States for

up to six months at a time, as opposed to

up to 90 days under the VWP.  Visa

travelers generally may also extend their

stay beyond six months or seek to change

to a different visa class while in the United

States, neither of which is allowed under

the VWP.

What do I do if I fall under one of
the VWP travel restrictions
under the new Act?

What additional questions were
added to the ESTA application
in February 2016?
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The additional/modified questions were:

Have you traveled to, or been present in,

Iraq, Syria, Iran, or Sudan on or after

March 1, 2011?

Have you ever been issued a passport

(or national identity card for travel) by

any other country?

Are you now a citizen or national of any

other country?

Have you ever been a citizen or national

of any other country?

Based on responses to the above questions,

ESTA applicants may be directed to

answer additional questions concerning

travel to Iraq, Syria, Iran, and Sudan and

potential dual nationality.

Under the Visa Waiver Program

Improvement and Terrorist Travel

Prevention Act of 2015 (the Act), and

DHS’s implementation of it, nationals of

VWP countries who have traveled to, or

been present in, Libya, Somalia, or Yemen

on or after March 1, 2011, are no longer

eligible for travel or admission to the

United States under the VWP.

This restriction does not apply to VWP

travelers whose presence in Libya,

Somalia, or Yemen was to perform military

service in the armed forces of a program

What are the new eligibility
requirements for Visa Waiver
Program (VWP) travel that will
be added to the ESTA
application in June 2016?No. 1
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country, or in order to carry out official

duties as a full-time employee of the

government of a program country.  We

recommend those who have traveled to the

three countries listed above for

military/official purposes bring with them

appropriate documentation when traveling

through a U.S. port of entry.

The vast majority of VWP-eligible

travelers will not be affected by these

additional restrictions made under the Act. 

The additional/modified questions are:

Have you traveled to, or been present in,

Iraq, Syria, Iran, Sudan, Libya, Somalia,

or Yemen on or after March 1, 2011?

CBP Global Entry program number, if

applicable.

Yes, on February 18, 2016, DHS

announced that it is continuing its

implementation of the Act  with the

addition of Libya, Somalia, and Yemen as

three countries of concern, limiting VWP

travel for certain individuals who have

traveled to these countries. DHS continues

to consult with the Department of State and

the Office of the Director of National

What are the additional
questions being added to the
ESTA application in June 2016?

Are there other countries that I
have traveled to that might
impact VWP travel?
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Intelligence to determine whether other

countries would be added to this list.

Yes, all ESTA applicants must complete

the entire ESTA application.

CBP continues to engage with the

Departments of State and Commerce in

outreach. CBP and the Department of State

also post new information and frequently

asked questions on their websites,

www.cbp.gov and travel.state.gov.

We strongly urge all travelers to acquire an

ESTA authorization or a valid U.S. visa

prior to making travel reservations. If you

are concerned about your ESTA status,

please go to https://esta.cbp.dhs.gov to

verify.  All travelers should verify their

ESTA status prior to traveling.

Do I have to answer the new
questions if the provisions of
the new Act do not apply to me?

Is there a mechanism to inform
all current ESTA holders (not
just those who have previously
indicated holding dual
nationality) of the new
requirements to prevent
misunderstandings and
complications?

Are there any waivers to the
new eligibility requirements?
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Yes, under the new Act, the Secretary of

Homeland Security may waive these new

travel-related VWP restrictions if he

determines that such a waiver is in the law

enforcement or national security interests

of the United States.  Such waivers will be

granted only on a case-by-case basis.  As a

general matter, categories of travelers who

may be eligible for a waiver include:

Individuals who have traveled to Iraq,

Syria, Iran, Sudan, on behalf of

international organizations, regional

organizations, or sub-national

governments on official duty;

Individuals who have traveled to Iraq,

Syria, Iran, Sudan, on behalf of a

humanitarian non-governmental

organizations (NGO);

Individuals who have traveled to Iraq,

Syria, Iran, Sudan, as a for reporting

purposes;

Individuals who traveled to Iran for

legitimate business-related purposes

following the conclusion of the Joint

Comprehensive Plan of Action (July 14,

2015);

Individuals who have traveled to Iraq

for legitimate business-related purposes;

and

Individuals who have traveled to Iraq,

Syria, Iran, Sudan, Libya, Somalia, or

Yemen who maintain current Global

Entry program membership.

How do I obtain a waiver if I
think I am eligible for one? How
do I obtain a waiver if my ESTA
is denied or revoked?
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You do not apply separately for a waiver. 

Travelers can apply for an ESTA and

whether they are eligible for a waiver will

be determined on a case-by-case basis as

part of the ESTA process, consistent with

the terms of the law.   

If you wish to travel to the United States

and if your ESTA is denied or revoked,

you must apply for a nonimmigrant visa at

a U.S. Embassy or Consulate to travel to

the United States.  If you are applying for a

nonimmigrant visa after ESTA denial or

revocation as a result of the new Act, and

have imminent business, medical, or

humanitarian travel to the United States

you may request an expedited visa

appointment. We suggest that you retain a

copy of any ESTA denial or revocation; it

may be requested in order to schedule an

expedited appointment.

All changes to the ESTA process will be

announced on CBP’s website,

www.cbp.gov.  Please keep up to date via

the website for all ESTA changes. 

Travelers whose ESTA status has changed

as a result of these new eligibility

requirements will be notified via the email

addressed provided in the applicant’s

ESTA application.  We strongly encourage

all travelers to verify their ESTA status and

update appropriate contact information

prior to traveling to the United States.

How will the public be notified of
ESTA changes?
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Additionally, all changes to the ESTA form

go through notice (in the Federal Register)

and public comment under the Paperwork

Reduction Act and are available on

reginfo.gov under OMB Control Number

1651-0111. The public is invited to provide

CBP with feedback during the public

comment periods that accompany each

change to the form.

No.  If you are not covered by the new

eligibility requirements of the Act and you

have not had your ESTA revoked, you do

not have to reapply for a new ESTA

authorization until your current one

expires.  CBP recommends that you check

the status of your ESTA authorization prior

to making a reservation to travel to the

United States and prior to your actual

travel.

However, if you have traveled to one of the

seven countries covered by the new

eligibility requirements on or after March

1, 2011, CBP recommends that you do

apply for a new ESTA authorization to

help facilitate your travel to the United

States, or apply for a visa.

Will everyone—including those
with no ties to Iraq, Syria, Iran,
or Sudan, or no prior travel to
Libya, Somalia, or Yemen—have
to reapply and update their
ESTA applications?

How is “dual citizen” or “dual
national” defined? What if I was
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We will make nationality determinations in

accordance with U.S. legal standards and

practices, not merely by reference to the

laws and practices of foreign governments. 

If an individual believes that he or she is

eligible for an ESTA travel authorization,

the individual should apply for an ESTA,

answer all questions truthfully and

accurately, and that individual’s eligibility

for an ESTA authorization will be

determined in accordance with U.S. law. If

you have any questions, please contact

CBP at 1-202-344-3710.

Subnational governments are state,

regional or provincial counties, territories,

and other intermediate levels of

government.

An international (multilateral or

intergovernmental) organization is an

organization formed pursuant to a

multilateral act, such as a treaty, the

born in a country, but never
lived there and do not consider
myself a national or citizen?

What qualifies as a subnational
government/entity?

How is “international
(multilateral or
intergovernmental)”
organization or “regional
(multilateral or
intergovernmental)”
organization defined?
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membership of which is composed

primarily of sovereign or member states or

other intergovernmental organizations.  An

international organization can be global or

regional in nature.  Examples of such

organizations in this context include the

United Nations, the North Atlantic Treaty

Organization, the International Atomic

Energy Agency, the International Monetary

Fund, and the European Union. 

A government official is an individual

performing official duties or services for

the government of a VWP country.

During the admissions process, CBP will

review any documents presented at a port

of entry that demonstrate a VWP traveler

meets the official government or military

exceptions under the new Act.  Travelers

are recommended to bring certain

documentation with them when they travel

to the United States, including but not

limited to, travel orders, official or

diplomatic visas, or an official letter from a

VWP country government entity, if

available.  Travelers may also be asked

How is a government official
defined?

Will guidance be provided as to
what documents are necessary
to prove an individual falls
under an exception
(military/official) from the new
Act?
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questions about their travel during the

admissions process.

Global Entry is a U.S. Customs and Border

Protection (CBP) program (separate from

ESTA) that allows expedited clearance for

pre-approved, low-risk travelers upon

arrival in the United States. Members enter

the United States through automatic kiosks

at select airports.

Travelers can apply for Global Entry at

www.cbp.gov/travel/trusted-traveler-

programs/global-entry.

Travelers who are members of CBP’s

Global Entry program have been

extensively vetted by CBP.  If an applicant

is a Global Entry member, he/she has

already voluntarily given CBP additional

information including their fingerprints,

photograph, travel history, as well as had

an interview by a CBP Officer.  That

additional information may be helpful in

adjudicating their application for an

ESTA.  

What is the Global Entry
Program?

How will CBP use my Global
Entry information?

Will the ESTA fee increase with
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There is no plan to increase the ESTA fee

when the changes take effect.  However,

travelers who apply for a new ESTA

through the enhanced system will be

charged the standard ESTA fee.

No.  DHS does not have the legal authority

to waive the ESTA fee.  The fee is a

processing fee per application.  Travelers

who apply for visas will be required to pay

the associated visa processing fee.

DHS will handle the new information in

the same manner as other information

collected through ESTA and will document

these procedures in the System of Record

Notice (SORN) and Privacy Impact

Assessment (PIA).  As before, DHS will

screen intending VWP travelers to

determine their eligibility to travel to the

United States under the VWP.  The

additional questions will be used to help

DHS determine whether applicants are

eligible for travel and admission to the

United States under the VWP.

these changes to the
application?

Will there be fee waivers for
those whose ESTAs were
denied/revoked and now have to
apply for a nonimmigrant visa?

How will the new information
collected be used?
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The information collected by and

maintained in ESTA may be used by other

components of DHS on a strictly need-to-

know basis consistent with the component's

mission.

Under current agreements between DHS

and DOS, information submitted during an

ESTA application may be shared with

consular officers of DOS to assist them in

determining whether a visa should be

issued to an applicant after an ESTA travel

authorization application has been denied.

Information may be shared with

appropriate federal, state, local, tribal, and

foreign governmental agencies or

multilateral governmental organizations

responsible for investigating or prosecuting

the violations of, or for enforcing or

implementing, a statute, rule, regulation,

order or license, or where DHS believes

information would assist enforcement of

civil or criminal laws.

Additionally, information may be shared

when DHS reasonably believes such use

will assist in anti-terrorism efforts or

intelligence gathering related to national or

international security or transnational

crime.  All sharing, including the sharing

mentioned above, will remain consistent

with the Privacy Act’s SORN, which was

published in the Federal Register on

February 23, 2016 and is available on the

DHS web site, www.dhs.gov.

Will DHS share the new ESTA
information outside of DHS?
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Although carriers will not receive the

ESTA application information that

travelers provide to DHS, they will receive

confirmation of a passenger's ESTA status

via the Advance Passenger Information

System indicating whether an ESTA is

required and whether authorization has

been granted.

The data retention period remains

unchanged.  ESTA application data

remains active for the period of time that

the approved ESTA is valid, which is

generally two years, or until the traveler’s

passport expires, whichever comes first. 

DHS then maintains this information for an

additional year after which it is archived

for 12 years—with further limited access—

to allow retrieval of the information for law

enforcement, national security, or

investigatory purposes.  These policies are

consistent with both CBP’s search

authority and with the border security

mission mandated for CBP by Congress. 

Data linked to active law enforcement

lookout records, CBP matches to

enforcement activities, and/or

investigations or cases, including

applications for ESTAs that are denied,

will remain accessible for the life of the

law enforcement activities to which they

are related.

How long will DHS retain the
data generated from these
additional ESTA questions?
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DHS will handle the new information in

the same manner as other information

collected through ESTA and will document

these procedures in the SORN and PIA. 

Information submitted by applicants

through the ESTA website will continue to

be subject to the same strict privacy

provisions, use limitations, and access

controls that are currently in place for

ESTA, and consistent with similar traveler

screening programs.

The relevant regulatory provision does not

list the specific data elements that VWP

travelers must provide in order to obtain an

ESTA.  Instead, the regulation states that

“ESTA will collect such information as the

Secretary [of Homeland Security] deems

necessary to issue a travel authorization, as

reflected by the I-94W Nonimmigrant

Alien Arrival/Departure Form (I-94W).” 

Since there are no data elements listed in

the regulation, there is no need to update

the regulation.  The revisions to the ESTA

data elements fall under the PRA since

DHS is amending an information collection

(Form I-94W) and not amending a

regulation.

How will the new information
collected be safeguarded?

Why is DHS taking action under
a Paperwork Reduction Act
(PRA) notice and not a
regulation?
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No.  The new VWP eligibility

requirements do not bar legitimate travel to

the United States.  If a traveler is not

granted an ESTA, the traveler will need to

obtain a U.S. visa from a U.S. Embassy or

Consulate. 

DHS is committed to facilitating legitimate

trade and travel while maintaining the

highest standards of security and border

protection.  Requirements for travel to the

United States have increased, especially

since September 11, 2001, to enhance

security at U.S. borders; however, the flow

of goods and visitors into the United States

continues to grow each year.

No.  The requirements for a nonimmigrant

visitor (B1/B2) visa are different under

U.S. law and more complex than the

requirements for an ESTA.   Applicants for

a B1/B2 visa must complete an online visa

application (DS-160) and, with limited

exception, appear for an interview with a

U.S. consular officer.  Part of the visa

application process requires that applicants

submit their biometric information in

advance of travel, and provide additional

biographic information as required.

Will this change to the ESTA
application discourage
legitimate foreign national
travelers?

By adding these additional
questions, will the ESTA now be
the equivalent of an electronic
visa?
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No.  Countries that participate in the VWP

are required to have a high degree of

security cooperation with the United

States; sign and implement information

sharing agreements regarding known,

suspected or potential terrorists and serious

criminals; report lost and stolen passport

data to the United States or other means

approved by the United States; and issue

International Civil Aviation Organization-

compliant electronic passports.  VWP

countries are also subject to biennial

eligibility reviews, which provide DHS

with the opportunity to conduct broad and

consequential inspections of foreign

security standards and operations, and

verify the level of law enforcement and

counterterrorism cooperation with the

United States.  The Director of National

Intelligence is required to complete an

intelligence assessment to support each

eligibility review conducted by DHS.

VWP travelers must obtain approval

through the ESTA process prior to

commencing VWP travel to the United

States.  ESTA continuously vets

applicants’ biographic information against

the Terrorist Screening Database; lost and

stolen passport records (including

INTERPOL’s Stolen and Lost Travel

Documents database); visa revocations;

previous VWP refusals; expedited

Even with these additional ESTA
questions, does the VWP
represent a security
vulnerability?
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removals; and Public Health records, e.g.,

records from the Centers for Disease

Control and Prevention for persons who

have a communicable disease constituting

a public health threat.

The new eligibility requirements apply to

all VWP applicants regardless of mode of

entry.  If you do not meet one of the new

eligibility requirements established by the

Act, you are ineligible for travel and

admission to the United States under the

VWP.  You will be required to obtain a

nonimmigrant visa. Waivers for a

respondent’s travel history will not be

adjudicated at the border through the I-

94W.

Yes, effective April 1, 2016, all VWP

country nationals must possess an

electronic passport to travel to the United

States under the VWP.  If not in possession

of an electronic passport, a valid

nonimmigrant visa is required to travel to

the United States.

Is VWP travel at the land border
affected by the Act?

Are there new passport
requirements for travel to the
United States under the VWP?
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