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Population compares estimates from the US Bureau of the Census based on statistics from population censuses, vital statistics
registration systems, or sample surveys pertaining to the recent past and on assumptigns abeut future trends.
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28,160,273
27,392,779
26,908,262
25,930,150
25,115,311
24,430,325
24,360,803
23,740,424
23,464,787
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11,852,462
11,409,077
11,179,995
11,134,588
11,099,298
10,969,649
10,833,816
10,817,354
10,773,253
10,741,458
10,644,842
10,606,865
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6,862,812
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6,541,948
6,237,738
6,156,670
6,018,888
5,966,798
5,927,482
5,869,869
5,781,728
5,727,553
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5,507,257
5,498,211
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5,445,802
5,291,317
5,265,158
4,952,473
4,928,052
4,872,543
4,852,412
4,474,549
4,313,707
4,299,944
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3,705,246
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3,578,056
3,510,485
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3,351,016
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https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/rq.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/md.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/mu.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/uy.html
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KUWAIT
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3,038,594
3,031,330
2,970,340
2,854,235
2,832,776
2,697,687
2,436,469
2,258,283
2,209,208
2,100,025
2,009,648
1,978,029
A 1
1,965,686
1,953,070
1,883,018
1,759,159
1,753,327
1,738,541
1,451,428
1,378,904
1,348,242
1,261,072
1,258,545
1,220,479
1,205,575
ONRSMSIOES
846,687
794,678
759,451

750,125
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https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/am.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/al.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/mg.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/jm.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/lh.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ku.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/we.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/wa.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/qa.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/bc.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/mk.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ga.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/si.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/lg.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/lt.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/kv.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/pu.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/gz.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/gb.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/wz.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ba.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/mp.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/tt.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/en.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/td.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/cy.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/fj.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/dj.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/cn.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ek.html
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https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/bt.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/gy.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/mj.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/bp.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/mc.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/wi.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ns.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/lu.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/cv.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/bx.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/mt.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/mv.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/bh.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ic.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/bf.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/bb.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/fp.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/nh.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/nc.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ws.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/tp.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/st.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/gq.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/cc.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/aa.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/gj.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/kr.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/tn.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/fm.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/vq.html
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https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/vc.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/je.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ac.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/se.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/im.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/an.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/do.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/rm.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/bd.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/gk.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/gl.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/cj.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/aq.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/cq.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/sc.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/tk.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/fo.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/sk.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ls.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/vi.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/sm.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/rn.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/mn.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/gi.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ps.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/av.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/wf.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/tv.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/nr.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/cw.html
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226 SAINT HELENA, ASCENSION, AND TRISTAN DA CUNHA

7,209 JULY 2016 EST.
227 SAINT BARTHELEMY

5,995 JULY 2016 EST.
228 SAINT PIERRE AND MIQUELON

5,267 JULY 2016 EST.
229 MONTSERRAT

2,931 2014 EST.
230 EALKILAND I SLANDS (ISLAS MALVINAS

2,210 JULY 2014 EST.
231 NORFOLK | SLAND

2,205 JULY 2016 EST.
232 CHRISTMAS | SLAND

1,872 JULY 2014 EST.
233 SVALBARD

1,337 JULY 2014 EST.
234 TOKELAU

1,190 JULY 2014 EST.
235 NIUE

1,000 2015 EST.

236 HOLY SEE (VATICAN CITY)

596 JULY 2014 EST.
237 COCOS (KEELING) ISLANDS

54 JULY 2016 EST.
238 PITCAIRN ISLANDS
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THE WORLD FACTBOOK

Please select a country to view

FIELD LISTING :: CITIZENSHIP
COUNTRY PIPELINES

Afghanistan citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one garé€ntimust have been born in - and continuously lived in
- Afghanistan
dual citizenship recognized: no
residency requirement for-naturalization: 5 years

Albania citizenship by bifth ho
citizenshiplby. desCtent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Albania
dual citizenship recognized: yes
residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Algeria citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: the mother must be a citizen of Algeria
dual citizenship recognized: no
residency requirement for naturalization: 7 years

American Samoa see United States

Andorra citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: the mother must be an Andorran citizen or the father must have been
born in Andorra and both parents maintain permanent residence in Andorra
dual citizenship recognized: no
residency requirement for naturalization: 25 years

Angola citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Angola
dual citizenship recognized: no
residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years

Anguilla see United Kingdom
Antigua and Barbuda citizenship by birth: yes

citizenship by descent: yes
dual citizenship recognized: yes
residency requirement for naturalization: 7 years

Argentina citizenship by birth: yes
citizenship by descent: yes

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/fields/2263.html1[5/24/2017 3:19:34 PM]
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https://www.cia.gov/
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https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/al.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ag.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/aq.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/an.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ao.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/av.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ac.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ar.html
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dual citizenship recognized: yes
residency requirement for naturalization: 2 years

Armenia citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Armenia
dual citizenship recognized: yes
residency requirement for naturalization: 3 years

Aruba_ see the Netherlands

Ashmore and Cartier )
see Australia

Islands
Australia citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen or permanent resident of
Australia
dual citizenship recognized: yes
residency requirement for naturalization: 4 years
Austria citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Austria
dual citizenship recognized: no
residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years

Azerbaijan citizenship by birth: yes
citizenship by descent: yes

dual citizenship recognized: no
residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Bahamas. The citizenship by birth: no \ ‘
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent muﬁ(V% tizen of The Bahamas

dual citizenship recognized: no %\:L

residency requirement for naturalizati&n ars
Bahrain citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only;the father must be a citizen of Bahrain

dual citizenship recoeghized® no
residency requirement for naturalization: 25 years; 15 years for Arab nationals

L ‘ o
Bangladesh citizens 'p(beirth: no
%r\ship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Bangladesh

citizenship recognized: yes, but limited to select countries
residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Barbados citizenship by birth: yes
citizenship by descent: yes
dual citizenship recognized: yes
residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Belarus citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Belarus
dual citizenship recognized: no
residency requirement for naturalization: 7 years

Belgium citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Belgium
dual citizenship recognized: yes
residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Belize citizenship by birth: yes
citizenship by descent: yes
dual citizenship recognized: yes
residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Benin citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Benin
dual citizenship recognized: yes
residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years
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https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/am.html
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https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/at.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/as.html
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https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/bf.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ba.html
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https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/bo.html
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Bermuda citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of the UK
dual citizenship recognized: yes
residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years

Bhutan citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: the father must be a citizen of Bhutan
dual citizenship recognized: no
residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years

Bolivia citizenship by birth: yes

citizenship by descent: yes
dual citizenship recognized: yes
residency requirement for naturalization: 3 years

Bosnia and Herzegovina citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Bosnia and Herzegovina
dual citizenship recognized: yes, provided there is a bilateral agreement with the other state
residency requirement for naturalization: 8 years

Botswana citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Botswana
dual citizenship recognized: no
residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years

Brazil citizenship by birth: yes
citizenship by descent: yes
dual citizenship recognized: yes
residency requirement for naturalization: 4 years
British Virgin I slands see United Kingdom \rL
\2
Brunei

citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: the.fathef must be a citizen of Brunei
dual citizenship recognizedi o

residency requirement\for naturalization: 12 years

. Be Y4
Bulgaria citizenshiptx%jra: no
citizensﬁ\p y descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Bulgaria

&@:itizenship recognized: yes

idency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Burkina Faso citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Burkina Faso
dual citizenship recognized: yes
residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years

Burma citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: both parents must be citizens of Burma

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: none

note: an applicant for naturalization must be the child or spouse of a citizen

Burundi citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: the father must be a citizen of Burundi
dual citizenship recognized: no
residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years

Cabo Verde citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Cabo Verde
dual citizenship recognized: yes
residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Cambodia citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Cambodia
dual citizenship recognized: yes
residency requirement for naturalization: 7 years
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Cameroon

Canada

Cayman |slands

Central African Republic

China

Christmas Island
Cocos (Keelin I slands

Colombia

Comoros

Congo. Democratic
Republic of the

Congo. Republic of the

Coral Sea lslands

Costa Rica

Cote d'lvoire

citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Cameroon
dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

citizenship by birth: yes

citizenship by descent: yes

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 3 years

see United Kingdom

citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: least one parent must be a citizen of the Central African Republic
dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 35 years

citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: both parents must be citizens of Chad

dual citizenship recognized: Chadian law does not address dual citizenship
residency requirement for naturalization: 15 years

citizenship by birth: yes

citizenship by descent: yes

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

citizenship by birth: no ’!
citizenship by descent only: least one parent must be @N f China
dual citizenship recognized: no ?Z

residency requirement for naturalization: ﬁ urallzatlon is theoretically possible, in practical
terms it is extremely difficult; residency P\r% d but not specified

see Australia
) \V
see Australia \l
A,

citizenship_by/irth™no

citizenshjip /by descent only: least one parent must be a citizen or permanent resident of Colombia
dualcitizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of the Comoros
dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years

citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of the Democratic Republic of
the Congo

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of the Republic of the Congo
dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years

see Australia

citizenship by birth: yes

citizenship by descent: yes

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 7 years

citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Cote d'lvoire
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dual citizenship recognized: no
residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Croatia citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Croatia
dual citizenship recognized: yes
residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Cuba citizenship by birth: yes
citizenship by descent: yes
dual citizenship recognized: no
residency requirement for naturalization: unknown

Curacao_ see the Netherlands

Cyprus citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Cyprus
dual citizenship recognized: yes
residency requirement for naturalization: 7 years

Czechia citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of the Czech Republic
dual citizenship recognized: no
residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Denmark citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Denmark
dual citizenship recognized: yes
residency requirement for naturalization: 7 years

an q [

Djibouti citizenship by birth: no b(\ L\)
citizenship by descent only: the mother m s%&\%itlzen of Djibouti
dual citizenship recognized: no Q 6

residency requirement for naturekf 10 years

Dominica citizenship by birth: yes
citizenship by desceéent: yes
dual citizenship recognized: yes
residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Dominican Republic h @"Shl‘p by birth: no
itizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of the Dominican Republic
dual citizenship recognized: yes
residency requirement for naturalization: 2 years

Ecuador citizenship by birth: yes
citizenship by descent: yes
dual citizenship recognized: no
residency requirement for naturalization: 3 years

Egypt citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: if the father was born in Egypt
dual citizenship recognized: only with prior permission from the government
residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years

El Salvador citizenship by birth: yes
citizenship by descent: yes
dual citizenship recognized: yes
residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Equatorial Guinea citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Equatorial Guinea

dual citizenship recognized: no
residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years

Eritrea citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Eritrea
dual citizenship recognized: no
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residency requirement for naturalization: 20 years

Estonia citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Estonia
dual citizenship recognized: no
residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Ethiopia citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Ethiopia
dual citizenship recognized: no
residency requirement for naturalization: 4 years

Falkland Islands (Islas
Malvinas)

Faroe Islands

see United Kingdom

see Denmark

Eiji citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Fiji
dual citizenship recognized: yes
residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Einland citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Finland
dual citizenship recognized: yes
residency requirement for naturalization: 6 years

Erance citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citi of France

dual citizenship recognized: yes rLQ\

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years
e years p |

French Polynesia see France

Erench Southern and 66 Erance o
Antarctic Lands X "\Ne

Gabon citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent'only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Gabon
dual citizenship, recognized: no
residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years

Gambia. The i 'Qn‘ship by birth: yes
itizenship by descent: yes
dual citizenship recognized: no
residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Georgia citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Georgia
dual citizenship recognized: no
residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years

Germany citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a German citizen or a resident alien who
has lived in Germany at least 8 years
dual citizenship recognized: yes, but requires prior permission from government
residency requirement for naturalization: 8 years

Ghana citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent or grandparent must be a citizen of Ghana
dual citizenship recognized: yes
residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Gibraltar see United Kingdom

Greece citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Greece
dual citizenship recognized: yes
residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years
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Greenland

Grenada

Guam

Guatemala

Guernsey

Guinea-Bissau

Guinea

Guyana

Haiti

Holy See (Vatican Cit

Honduras

Hong Konag
Hungary

lceland

India

see Denmark

citizenship by birth: yes

citizenship by descent: yes

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 7 years for persons from a non-Caribbean state and 4
years for a person from a Caribbean state

see United States

citizenship by birth: yes

citizenship by descent: yes

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years with no absences of six consecutive months or
longer or absences totaling more than a year

see United Kingdom

citizenship by birth: yes

citizenship by descent: yes

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Guinea
dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: na

citizenship by birth: yes

citizenship by descent: yes

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization:/na

citizenship by birth: no -~

citizenship by descent only:. tone parent must be a native-born citizen of Haiti
dual citizenship recognize
residency requAir g&o\‘ naturalization: 5 years

citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent: no

dual-citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: not applicable

note: in the Holy See, citizenship is acquired by law, ex iure, or by adminstrative decision; in the
first instance citizenship is a function of holding office within the Holy See as in the case of
cardinals resident in Vatican City or diplomats of the Holy See; in the second instance, citizenship
may be requested in a limited set of circumstances for those who reside within Vatican City under
papal authorization, as a function of their office or service, or as the spouses and children of current
citizens; citizenship is lost once an individual no longer permanently resides in Vatican City,
normally reverting to the citizenship previously held

citizenship by birth: yes

citizenship by descent: yes

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 1 to 3 years

see China

citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Hungary
dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 8 years

citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Iceland
dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 3 to 7 years
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Indonesia

lran

lraq

lreland

Isle of Man

Israel

ltaly

Jamaica

Japan

Jersey

Jordan

Kazakhstan

citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of India
dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Indonesia
dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 continuous years

citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: the father must be a citizen of Iran
dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Iraq
dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years

citizenship by birth: yes

citizenship by descent: yes

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 4 of the previous 8 years

see United Kingdom

citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be Qn of Israel
dual citizenship recognized: yes, but naturalized cit ‘@m
citizenship }

residency requirement for naturalization: Qgg the 5 years preceding the application for
naturalization

note: Israeli law (Law of Return W@1950) provides for the granting of citizenship to any Jew -
defined as a person belng b\jﬁ\ a Jewish mother or having converted to Judaism while renouncing
any other rellglon 6} immigrates to and expresses a desire to settle in Israel on the basis of the
Right of ali 0 amendment of this act extended the right to family members including the
spouse d\a J€w, any child or grandchild, and the spouses of children and grandchildren

not allowed to maintain dual

citizerrship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Italy

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 4 years for EU nationals, 5 years for refugees and
specified exceptions, 10 years for all others

citizenship by birth: yes

citizenship by descent: yes

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 4 out of the previous 5 years

citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Japan
dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

see United Kingdom

citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: the father must be a citizen of Jordan
dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 15 years

citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Kazakhstan
dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years
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Kenya citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Kenya
dual citizenship recognized: yes
residency requirement for naturalization: 4 out of the previous 7 years

Kiribati citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a native-born citizen of Kiribati
dual citizenship recognized: no
residency requirement for naturalization: 7 years

Korea. North citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of North Korea
dual citizenship recognized: no
residency requirement for naturalization: unknown

Korea. South citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of South Korea
dual citizenship recognized: no
residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Kosovo citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Kosovo
dual citizenship recognized: yes
residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Kuwait citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Kuwait
dual citizenship recognized: no \
residency requirement for n ralization: ifi Q
i y requi or naturalization: not spem‘\le\d‘)

Kyrgyzstan citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one patent'must be a citizen of Kyrgyzstan
dual citizenship recognized: yes, butxonly if a mutual treaty on dual citizenship is in force
residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

\&
Laos citizenship by bimva ‘\l
citizenship by % t only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Laos
dual citiﬁ ship‘recognized: no
r

risir*enc quirement for naturalization: 10 years

Latvia citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Latvia
dual citizenship recognized: no
residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Lebanon citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: the father must be a citizen of Lebanon
dual citizenship recognized: yes
residency requirement for naturalization: unknown

Lesotho citizenship by birth: yes
citizenship by descent: yes
dual citizenship recognized: no
residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Liberia citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Liberia
dual citizenship recognized: no
residency requirement for naturalization: 2 years

Libya citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent or grandparent must be a citizen of Libya
dual citizenship recognized: no
residency requirement for naturalization: varies from 3 to 5 years

Liechtenstein citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: the father must be a citizen of Liechtenstein; in the case of a child
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born out of wedlock, the mother must be a citizen
dual citizenship recognized: no
residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Lithuania citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Lithuania
dual citizenship recognized: no
residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years

Luxembourg citizenship by birth: limited to situations where the parents are either unknown, stateless, or when
the nationality law of the parents' state of origin does not permit acquisition of citizenship by
descent when the birth occurs outside of national territory
citizenship by descent: at least one parent must be a citizen of Luxembourg
dual citizenship recognized: yes
residency requirement for naturalization: 7 years

Macau see China

Macedonia citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Macedonia
dual citizenship recognized: no
residency requirement for naturalization: 8 years

Madagascar citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: the father must be a citizen of Madagascar; in the case of a child
born out of wedlock, the mother must be a citizen
dual citizenship recognized: no
residency requirement for naturalization: unknown

Malawi citizenship by birth: no A
citizenship by descent only: at least one pare ?A(X a citizen of Malawi
dual citizenship recognized: no 6\
residency requirement for naturali‘zg gyears

Malaysia citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descenponlys at least one parent must be a citizen of Malaysia
dual citizenship fecognized: no
residencyrequirement for naturalization: 10 out 12 years preceding application

Maldives citi nsh&)‘by birth: no
Qn‘ship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of the Maldives
dual citizenship recognized: yes
residency requirement for naturalization: unknown

Mali citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Mali
dual citizenship recognized: yes
residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Malta citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Malta
dual citizenship recognized: no
residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Marshall Islands citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of the Marshall Islands
dual citizenship recognized: no
residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Mauritania citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Mauritania
dual citizenship recognized: no
residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Mauritius citizenship by birth: yes
citizenship by descent: yes
dual citizenship recognized: yes
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residency requirement for naturalization: 5 out of the previous 7 years including the last 12
months

Mexico citizenship by birth: yes
citizenship by descent: yes
dual citizenship recognized: not specified
residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Micronesia, Federated citizenship by birth: no
States of

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of FSM
dual citizenship recognized: no
residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Midway Islands see United States
Moldova citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Moldova
dual citizenship recognized: no
residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years

Monaco citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: the father must be a citizen of Monaco; in the case of a child born out
of wedlock, the mother must be a citizen and father unknown
dual citizenship recognized: no
residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years

Mongolia citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: both parents must be citizens of Mgngolia; one parent if born within
Mongolia

dual citizenship recognized: no
residency requirement for naturalization: 5 yeafs

|
Montenegro citizenship by birth: no Q QO‘
citizenship by descent only: at I{N@ parent must be a citizen of Montenegro

dual citizenship recognized-‘$@
residency requiremfen}\for}tL uralization: 10 years
see United Kingdofl
Morocco citizensﬁp‘by birth: no
i i@rrship by descent only: the father must be a citizen of Morocco; if the father is unknown or
tateless, the mother must be a citizen
dual citizenship recognized: yes
residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years
Mozambique citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Mozambique

dual citizenship recognized: no
residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Montserrat

Namibia citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Namibia
dual citizenship recognized: no
residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Nepal citizenship by birth: yes
citizenship by descent: yes
dual citizenship recognized: no
residency requirement for naturalization: 15 years

Netherlands citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of the Netherlands
dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years
New Caledonia see France

New Zealand citizenship by birth: no
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citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of New Zealand

dual citizenship recognized: yes
residency requirement for naturalization: 3 years

Nicaragua citizenship by birth: yes
citizenship by descent: yes
dual citizenship recognized: no, except in cases where bilateral agreements exist
residency requirement for naturalization: 4 years

Nigeria citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Nigeria
dual citizenship recognized: yes
residency requirement for naturalization: 15 years

Niger citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Niger

dual citizenship recognized: yes
residency requirement for naturalization: unknown

Norfolk Island see Australia

Northern Mariana Islands

see United States

Norway citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Norway
dual citizenship recognized: no
residency requirement for naturalization: 7 years

Oman citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: the father must be a citizep,af'\Oman
dual citizenship recognized: no
residency requirement for naturalization: unknown

Pakistan citizenship by birth: yes d AV b
citizenship by descent: at leas %rent must be a citizen of Pakistan
dual citizenship recogniz \ , but limited to select countries
residency requir No.r naturalization: 4 out of the previous 7 years and including the 12

th di i
months prege JAQ appfication

Palau citizenship by birth: no
citizenrship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Palau
dual citizenship recognized: no
residency requirement for naturalization: note - no procedure for naturalization

Panama citizenship by birth: yes
citizenship by descent: yes
dual citizenship recognized: no
residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Papua New Guinea citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Papua New Guinea
dual citizenship recognized: no
residency requirement for naturalization: 8 years

Paraguay citizenship by birth: yes
citizenship by descent: at least one parent must be a native-born citizen of Paraguay
dual citizenship recognized: yes
residency requirement for naturalization: 3 years

bPeru citizenship by birth: yes
citizenship by descent: yes
dual citizenship recognized: yes
residency requirement for naturalization: 2 years

Philippines citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of the Philippines

dual citizenship recognized: no
residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years
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Pitcairn Islands see United Kingdom

Poland citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: both parents must be citizens of Poland
dual citizenship recognized: no
residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Portugal citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Portugal
dual citizenship recognized: yes
residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years; 6 years if from a Portuguese speaking country

Puerto Rico see United States

Qatar citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: the father must be a citizen of Qatar
dual citizenship recognized: no
residency requirement for naturalization: 20 years; 15 years if an Arab national

Romania citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Romania
dual citizenship recognized: yes
residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Russia citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Russia
dual citizenship recognized: yes
residency requirement for naturalization: 3-5 years

\ !
Rwanda citizenship by birth: no Alrl\)
citizenship by descent only: the father must \{k n of Rwanda; if the father is stateless or
unknown, the mother must be a citizen Q
dual citizenship recognized: no d
residency requirement for n'a\tﬁkN lon: 10 years

Saint Barthelemy see France

Saint Helena., Ascension

f 'J S
see Unite i on
and Tristan da Cunha IAd’TIU'gk
Saint Kitts and Nevis citizenship by birth: yes
citizenship by descent: yes
dual citizenship recognized: yes
residency requirement for naturalization: 14 years

Saint Lucia citizenship by birth: yes
citizenship by descent: at least one parent must be a citizen of Saint Lucia
dual citizenship recognized: yes
residency requirement for naturalization: 8 years

Saint Martin see France

Saint Pierre and Miquelon see France

Saint Vincent and the citizenship by birth: yes

Grenadines citizenship by descent: at least one parent must be a citizen of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
dual citizenship recognized: yes
residency requirement for naturalization: 7 years

Samoa citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Samoa
dual citizenship recognized: no
residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

San Marino citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of San Marino
dual citizenship recognized: no
residency requirement for naturalization: 30 years
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Sao Tome and Princi

Saudi Arabia

Senegal

Serbia

Seychelles

Sierra Leone

Singapore

Sint Maarten

Slovakia

Slovenia

Solomon Islands

Somalia

South Africa

South Sudan

e

citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Sao Tome and Principe
dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: the father must be a citizen of Saudi Arabia; a child born out of
wedlock in Saudi Arabia to a Saudi mother and unknown father

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Senegal

dual citizenship recognized: no, but Senegalese citizens do not automatically lose their citizenship
if they acquire citizenship in another state

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Serbia
dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 3 years

citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of the Seychelles
dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent or gramdpanent must be a citizen of Sierra Leone
dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization:/5, years

citizenship by birth: no -~

citizenship by descent only:. tone parent must be a citizen of Singapore

dual citizenship recognize
residency requAir g:Qto'r naturalization: 10 years

see the Netherlands

izenship by birth: no
ﬁzenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Slovakia
dual citizenship recognized: no
residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Slovenia; both parents if the
child is born outside of Slovenia

dual citizenship recognized: yes, for select cases

residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years, the last 5 of which have been continuous

citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of the Solomon Islands
dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 7 years

citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: the father must be a citizen of Somalia
dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 7 years

citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of South Africa
dual citizenship recognized: yes, but requires prior permission of the government
residency requirement for naturalization: 1 year

citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of South Sudan
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dual citizenship recognized: yes
residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years

Spain citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Spain
dual citizenship recognized: only with select Latin American countries
residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years for persons with no ties to Spain

Srilanka citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Sri Lanka
dual citizenship recognized: no, except in cases where the government rules it is to the benefit of
Sri Lanka
residency requirement for naturalization: 7 years

Sudan citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: the father must be a citizen of Sudan
dual citizenship recognized: no
residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years

Suriname citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Suriname
dual citizenship recognized: no
residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Svalbard see Norway

Swaziland citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: both parents must be citizens of Swaziland
dual citizenship recognized: no
residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Sweden citizenship by birth: no b\rL"\‘ .
citizenship by descent only: the father L@ a citizen of Sweden; in the case of a child born out
of wedlock, the mother must be a cijtj Sweden and the father unknown
dual citizenship recognized"r@\t}‘less the other citizenship was acquired involuntarily

residency requirem‘gn}\for\la ralization: 5 years

Switzerland citizenship by/irth:=no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Switzerland
duakcitizenship recognized: yes
residency requirement for naturalization: 12 years including at least 3 of the last 5 years prior to
application

Syria citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: the father must be a citizen of Syria; if the father is unknown or
stateless, the mother must be a citizen of Syria
dual citizenship recognized: yes
residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years

Taiwan citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Taiwan
dual citizenship recognized: yes, except that citizens of Taiwan are not recognized as dual
citizens of the People's Republic of China
residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Tajikistan citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Tajikistan
dual citizenship recognized: no
residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years or 3 years of continuous residence prior to
application

Tanzania citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Tanzania; if a child is born
abroad, the father must be a citizen of Tanzania
dual citizenship recognized: no
residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years
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Thailand citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Thailand
dual citizenship recognized: no
residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Timor-Leste citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Timor-Leste
dual citizenship recognized: no
residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years

Togo citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Togo
dual citizenship recognized: yes
residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Tokelau see New Zealand
Tonga citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: the father must be a citizen of Tonga; if a child is born out of
wedlock, the mother must be a citizen of Tonga

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Trinidad and Tobago citizenship by birth: yes
citizenship by descent: yes
dual citizenship recognized: yes
residency requirement for naturalization: 8 years

Tunisia citizenship by birth: no '\ \
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent mubt(\a%gltizen of Tunisia
dual citizenship recognized: yes \rL
residency requirement for naturalizatiy:@& S
Turkey citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only;'ateast one parent must be a citizen of Turkey
dual citizenship recoghized: yes, but requires prior permission from the government
residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

Turkmenistan citizens p(b; birth: no
&i@nship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Turkmenistan
| citizenship recognized: yes
residency requirement for naturalization: 7 years

Turks and Caicos Islands see United Kingdom

Tuvalu citizenship by birth: yes
citizenship by descent: yes; for a child born abroad, at least one parent must be a citizen of
Tuvalu
dual citizenship recognized: yes
residency requirement for naturalization: na

Uganda citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent or grandparent must be a native-born citizen of
Uganda

dual citizenship recognized: yes
residency requirement for naturalization: an aggregate of 20 years and continuously for the last 2
years prior to applying for citizenship

Ukraine citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Ukraine
dual citizenship recognized: no
residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

United Arab Emirates citizenship by birth: no
citizenship by descent only: the father must be a citizen of the United Arab Emirates; if the father
is unknown, the mother must be a citizen
dual citizenship recognized: no
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United Kingdom

United States

Uruguay

Uzbekistan

Vanuatu

Venezuela

Vietnam

Virgin Islands

Wake Island

Wallis and Futuna

Yemen

Zambia

Zimbabwe

residency requirement for naturalization: 30 years

citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of the United Kingdom
dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

citizenship by birth: yes

citizenship by descent: yes

dual citizenship recognized: no, but the US government acknowledges such situtations exist; US
citizens are not encouraged to seek dual citizenship since it limits protection by the US

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

citizenship by birth: yes

citizenship by descent: yes

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 3-5 years

citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: at least one parent must be a citizen of Uzbekistan
dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years

citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: both parents must be citizens of Vanuatu; in the case of only one
parent, it must be the father who is a citizen

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years

citizenship by birth: yes

citizenship by descent: yes

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 5'years

citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descenponlys at least one parent must be a citizen of Vietnam
dual citizenship fecognized: no

residencysequixement for naturalization: 5 years

seeAJnited States
see United States
see France

citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: the father must be a citizen of Yemen; if the father is unknown, the
mother must be a citizen

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 10 years

citizenship by birth: only if at least one parent is a citizen of Zambia

citizenship by descent: yes, if at least one parent was a citizen of Zambia

dual citizenship recognized: yes

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years for those with an ancestor who was a citizen of
Zambia, otherwise 10 years residency is required

citizenship by birth: no

citizenship by descent only: the father must be a citizen of Zimbabwe; in the case of a child born
out of wedlock, the mother must be a citizen

dual citizenship recognized: no

residency requirement for naturalization: 5 years
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or tourism for stays of up to 90 days
without a visa. In return, those 38 countries
must permit U.S. citizens and nationals to
travel to their countries for a similar length
of time without a visa for business or

tourism purposes.

Since its inception in 1986, the VWP has
evolved into a comprehensive security
partnership with many of America’s closest
allies. The VWP, administered by the
Department of Homeland Security (DHS),
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in consultation with the State Department,
utilizes a risk-based, multi-layered
approach to detect and prevent terrorists,
serious criminals, and other mala fide
actors from traveling to the United States.
This approach incorporates regular,
national-level risk assessments concerning
the impact of each program country’s
participation in the VWP on U.S. national
security and law enforcement interests. It
also includes comprehensive vetting of
individual VWP travelers prior to their
departure for the United States, upon
arrival at U.S. ports of entry, and during
any subsequent air travel within the United

States, among other things.

How does VWP travel work?
What is the Electronic System
for Travel Authorization (ESTA)?

All prospective VWP travelers must obtain
pre-travel authorization via U.S. Customs
and Border Protection’s (CBP) ESTA
system prior to boarding a plane or ship
bound for the United States.

ESTA applications are available on CBP’s
website: https://esta.cbp.dhs.gov/esta/.
ESTA is used to determine eligibility to
travel without a visa to the United States
under the VWP. Travelers who do not
receive an approved ESTA must apply for
a visa at the nearest U.S. Embassy or
Consulate prior to travel to the United
States. Although an approved ESTA is
generally valid for a period of two years,
travelers should check their ESTA status

on CBP’s website prior to travel.
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What is the Visa Waiver
Program Improvement and
Terrorist Travel Prevention Act
of 2015? Why is it necessary to
once again expand the amount
of ESTA information being
collected from VWP travelers?

DHS remains concerned about the risks
posed by the situation in Syria and Iraq,
where instability has attracted thousands of
foreign fighters, including many from
VWP countries. Such individuals could
travel to the United States for operational
purposes on their own or at the behest of

violent extremist groups.

The U.S. Congress shares this concern; and
on December 18, 2015, the President
signed into law the Consolidated
Appropriations ‘Act 2016, which includes
the Visa Waiver Program Improvement
and Terrorist Travel Prevention Act of
2015 (the Act). The Act, among other
things, establishes new eligibility
requirements for travel under the VWP.
These new eligibility requirements do not
bar travel to the United States. Instead, a
traveler who does not meet the
requirements must obtain a visa for travel
to the United States, which generally
includes an in-person interview at a U.S.

Embassy or Consulate.

DHS has updated the ESTA application
with additional questions to address the

new eligibility requirements under the Act.
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What are the new eligibility
requirements for VWP travel?

Under the Act, travelers in the following
categories are no longer eligible to travel or
be admitted to the United States under the
VWP:

e Nationals of VWP countries who have
been present in Iraq, Syria, or countries
listed under specified designation lists
(currently including Iran and Sudan) at
any time on or after March 1, 2011 (with
limited government/military
exceptions).

e Nationals of VWP countries who have
been present in Iraq, Syria, Iran, Sudan,
at any time on or after March 1, 2011
(with limited government/military

exceptions).

These restrictions do-netapply to VWP
travelers whosé presence in Iraq, Syria,
Iran, Sudan, Libya, Somalia, or Yemen was
to perform military service in the armed
forces of a program country, or in order to
carry out official duties as a full-time
employee of the government of a program
country. We recommend those who have
traveled to the seven countries listed above
for military/official purposes bring with
them appropriate documentation when

traveling through a U.S. port of entry.

The vast majority of VWP-eligible
travelers will not be affected by the new
Act. New countries may be added to this
list at the discretion of the Secretary of

Homeland Security.
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Are there any exceptions to the
new eligibility requirements?

Yes, the Act provides for limited
exceptions to the restriction relating to
prior travel to/physical presence in Iraq,
Syria, Iran, Sudan, Libya, Somalia, or
Yemen. If you have traveled to Iraq, Syria,
Iran, Sudan, Libya, Somalia, or Yemen to
represent your program country on official
military orders or official government
business, you may fall within an
established exception to the new eligibility

requirements.

| am a scientist or researcher
who has traveled to one of the
restricted countries listed here
as a part of my official work,
what do | do?

Based-on'the circumstances surrounding
your travel, you may fall within an
established exception to the new eligibility
requirements if you were a representative
of an international organization, working
on behalf of a humanitarian NGO,
performed official work as a government
employee of a Visa Waiver Program
country, have traveled to Iran for legitimate
business-related purposes, or your work
was related to other official reasons for
travel. You must carefully review the
options available in the ESTA application
to determine which situation applies to you
and then select the appropriate information

to be considered for a waiver.
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What do | do if | fall under one of
the VWP travel restrictions
under the new Act?

The restrictions do not bar travel to the
United States, but they do require a traveler
covered by the restrictions in the law to
obtain a visa from a U.S. Embassy or
Consulate. Most U.S. Embassies and
Consulates in VWP partner countries and
worldwide have short wait times for visa
interviews. Please visit travel.state.gov for
general visa information or usembassy.gov
to find the website of the Embassy that has

jurisdiction over your residence.

If you are applying for a nonimmigrant
visa after ESTA denial or revocation as a
result of the new Act, and have imminent
business, medical, or humanitarian-travel to
the United States youymay request an

expedited visa appointment.

Visas have some advantages over the
ESTA, including validity for up to 10 years
versus a general two years for ESTA, and
the option to stay in the Unites States for
up to six months at a time, as opposed to
up to 90 days under the VWP. Visa
travelers generally may also extend their
stay beyond six months or seek to change
to a different visa class while in the United
States, neither of which is allowed under
the VWP.

What additional questions were
added to the ESTA application
in February 2016?
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The additional/modified questions were:

e Have you traveled to, or been present in,
Iraq, Syria, Iran, or Sudan on or after
March 1, 20117

e Have you ever been issued a passport
(or national identity card for travel) by

any other country?

e Are you now a citizen or national of any

other country?

e Have you ever been a citizen or national

of any other country?

Based on responses to the above questions,
ESTA applicants may be directed to
answer additional questions concerning
travel to Iraq, Syria, Iran, and Sudan and

potential dual nationality.

What are the new eligibility
requirements for Visa Waiver
Program (VWP) travel that will
be added to the ESTA
application in June 2016?

Under the Visa Waiver Program
Improvement and Terrorist Travel
Prevention Act of 2015 (the Act), and
DHS’s implementation of it, nationals of
VWP countries who have traveled to, or
been present in, Libya, Somalia, or Yemen
on or after March 1, 2011, are no longer
eligible for travel or admission to the
United States under the VWP.

This restriction does not apply to VWP
travelers whose presence in Libya,
Somalia, or Yemen was to perform military

service in the armed forces of a program
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country, or in order to carry out official
duties as a full-time employee of the
government of a program country. We
recommend those who have traveled to the
three countries listed above for
military/official purposes bring with them
appropriate documentation when traveling

through a U.S. port of entry.

The vast majority of VWP-eligible
travelers will not be affected by these

additional restrictions made under the Act.

What are the additional
questions being added to the
ESTA application in June 2016?

The additional/modified questions-ate:

e Have you traveled to,.or/been present in,
Iraq, Syria, Iran,"Sudan, Libya, Somalia,
or Yemen-on or after March 1, 2011?

+/\CBP Global Entry program number, if
applicable.

Are there other countries that |
have traveled to that might
impact VWP travel?

Yes, on February 18, 2016, DHS
announced that it is continuing its
implementation of the Act with the
addition of Libya, Somalia, and Yemen as
three countries of concern, limiting VWP
travel for certain individuals who have
traveled to these countries. DHS continues
to consult with the Department of State and
the Office of the Director of National
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Intelligence to determine whether other

countries would be added to this list.

Do | have to answer the new
questions if the provisions of
the new Act do not apply to me?

Yes, all ESTA applicants must complete
the entire ESTA application.

Is there a mechanism to inform
all current ESTA holders (not
just those who have previously
indicated holding dual
nationality) of the new
requirements to prevent
misunderstandings and
complications?

CBP continues to engage with the
Departments of State and Commerce in
outreach. CBP and the Department of State
also post new information and frequently
asked questions on their websites,

www.cbp.gov and travel.state.gov.

We strongly urge all travelers to acquire an
ESTA authorization or a valid U.S. visa
prior to making travel reservations. If you
are concerned about your ESTA status,
please go to https://esta.cbp.dhs.gov to
verify. All travelers should verify their

ESTA status prior to traveling.

Are there any waivers to the
new eligibility requirements?
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Yes, under the new Act, the Secretary of
Homeland Security may waive these new
travel-related VWP restrictions if he
determines that such a waiver is in the law
enforcement or national security interests
of the United States. Such waivers will be
granted only on a case-by-case basis. Asa
general matter, categories of travelers who

may be eligible for a waiver include:

e Individuals who have traveled to Iraq,
Syria, Iran, Sudan, on behalf of
international organizations, regional
organizations, or sub-national
governments on official duty;

e Individuals who have traveled to Iraq,
Syria, Iran, Sudan, on behalf of a
humanitarian non-governmental
organizations (NGO);

e Individuals who have traveled to'Iraq,
Syria, Iran, Sudan; as a for reporting
purposes;

e Individuals who traveled to Iran for
legitimate business-related purposes
following the conclusion of the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (July 14,
2015);

e Individuals who have traveled to Iraq
for legitimate business-related purposes;
and

e Individuals who have traveled to Iraq,
Syria, Iran, Sudan, Libya, Somalia, or
Yemen who maintain current Global

Entry program membership.

How do | obtain a waiver if |
think | am eligible for one? How
do | obtain a waiver if my ESTA
is denied or revoked?

https://www.cbp.gov/...l/international-visitors/visa-waiver-program/visa-waiver-program-improvement-and-terrorist-travel-prevention-act-faq[5/24/2017 3:21:57 PM]



Visa A\\XF/) aFl)ver Proi 7ml @grfvemelﬁand T, i _s?Travel PrevEﬂié)Iaz:Mé gy%(?ggﬁked ngzstlogg ICJ)fS Eﬁ}lstoms and Border Protection

You do not apply separately for a waiver.
Travelers can apply for an ESTA and
whether they are eligible for a waiver will
be determined on a case-by-case basis as
part of the ESTA process, consistent with

the terms of the law.

If you wish to travel to the United States
and if your ESTA is denied or revoked,
you must apply for a nonimmigrant visa at
a U.S. Embassy or Consulate to travel to
the United States. If you are applying for a
nonimmigrant visa after ESTA denial or
revocation as a result of the new Act, and
have imminent business, medical, or
humanitarian travel to the United States
you may request an expedited visa
appointment. We suggest that you retain-a
copy of any ESTA denial or revocation; it
may be requested in order,to:schedule an

expedited appointment.

How will the public be notified of
ESTA changes?

All changes to the ESTA process will be
announced on CBP’s website,
www.cbp.gov. Please keep up to date via
the website for all ESTA changes.
Travelers whose ESTA status has changed
as a result of these new eligibility
requirements will be notified via the email
addressed provided in the applicant’s
ESTA application. We strongly encourage
all travelers to verify their ESTA status and
update appropriate contact information

prior to traveling to the United States.
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Additionally, all changes to the ESTA form
go through notice (in the Federal Register)
and public comment under the Paperwork
Reduction Act and are available on
reginfo.gov under OMB Control Number
1651-0111. The public is invited to provide
CBP with feedback during the public
comment periods that accompany each

change to the form.

Will everyone—including those
with no ties to Iraq, Syria, Iran,
or Sudan, or no prior travel to
Libya, Somalia, or Yemen—have
to reapply and update their
ESTA applications?

No. If you are not covered by the new
eligibility requirements of the Act'and you
have not had your ESTA revoked, you do
not have to reapply for a new ESTA
authorization until your current one
expires. CBP recommends that you check
the status of your ESTA authorization prior
to making a reservation to travel to the
United States and prior to your actual

travel.

However, if you have traveled to one of the
seven countries covered by the new
eligibility requirements on or after March
1, 2011, CBP recommends that you do
apply for a new ESTA authorization to
help facilitate your travel to the United

States, or apply for a visa.

How is “dual citizen” or “dual
national” defined? What if | was
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born in a country, but never
lived there and do not consider
myself a national or citizen?

We will make nationality determinations in
accordance with U.S. legal standards and
practices, not merely by reference to the
laws and practices of foreign governments.
If an individual believes that he or she is
eligible for an ESTA travel authorization,
the individual should apply for an ESTA,
answer all questions truthfully and
accurately, and that individual’s eligibility
for an ESTA authorization will be
determined in accordance with U.S. law. If
you have any questions, please contact
CBP at 1-202-344-3710.

What qualifies asa subnational
government/entity?

Subnational governments are state,
regional or provincial counties, territories,
and other intermediate levels of

government.

How is “international
(multilateral or
intergovernmental)”
organization or “regional
(multilateral or
intergovernmental)”
organization defined?

An international (multilateral or
intergovernmental) organization is an
organization formed pursuant to a

multilateral act, such as a treaty, the
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membership of which is composed
primarily of sovereign or member states or
other intergovernmental organizations. An
international organization can be global or
regional in nature. Examples of such
organizations in this context include the
United Nations, the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization, the International Atomic
Energy Agency, the International Monetary

Fund, and the European Union.

How is a government official
defined?

A government official is an individual
performing official duties or services for

the government of a VWP country:

Will guidance be provided as to
what documents are necessary
to prove an individual falls
under an exception
(military/official) from the new
Act?

During the admissions process, CBP will
review any documents presented at a port
of entry that demonstrate a VWP traveler
meets the official government or military
exceptions under the new Act. Travelers
are recommended to bring certain
documentation with them when they travel
to the United States, including but not
limited to, travel orders, official or
diplomatic visas, or an official letter from a
VWP country government entity, if

available. Travelers may also be asked
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questions about their travel during the

admissions process.

What is the Global Entry
Program?

Global Entry is a U.S. Customs and Border
Protection (CBP) program (separate from
ESTA) that allows expedited clearance for
pre-approved, low-risk travelers upon
arrival in the United States. Members enter
the United States through automatic kiosks

at select airports.

Travelers can apply for Global Entry at
www.cbp.gov/travel/trusted-traveler-

programs/global-entry.

How will CBP use my Global
Entry information?

Travelers who are members of CBP’s
Global Entry program have been
extensively vetted by CBP. If an applicant
is a Global Entry member, he/she has
already voluntarily given CBP additional
information including their fingerprints,
photograph, travel history, as well as had
an interview by a CBP Officer. That
additional information may be helpful in
adjudicating their application for an
ESTA.

Will the ESTA fee increase with
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these changes to the
application?

There is no plan to increase the ESTA fee
when the changes take effect. However,
travelers who apply for a new ESTA
through the enhanced system will be
charged the standard ESTA fee.

Will there be fee waivers for
those whose ESTAs were
denied/revoked and now have to
apply for a nonimmigrant visa?

No. DHS does not have the legal authority
to waive the ESTA fee. The fee is a
processing fee per application. Travelers
who apply for visas will be required fo pay

the associated visa processing; fee.

How will the new information
collected be used?

DHS will handle the new information in
the same manner as other information
collected through ESTA and will document
these procedures in the System of Record
Notice (SORN) and Privacy Impact
Assessment (PIA). As before, DHS will
screen intending VWP travelers to
determine their eligibility to travel to the
United States under the VWP. The
additional questions will be used to help
DHS determine whether applicants are
eligible for travel and admission to the
United States under the VWP.
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Will DHS share the new ESTA
information outside of DHS?

The information collected by and
maintained in ESTA may be used by other
components of DHS on a strictly need-to-
know basis consistent with the component's

mission.

Under current agreements between DHS
and DOS, information submitted during an
ESTA application may be shared with
consular officers of DOS to assist them in
determining whether a visa should be
issued to an applicant after an ESTA travel

authorization application has been denied.

Information may be shared with
appropriate federal, state, local; tribal, and
foreign governmental,agencies or
multilateral governmental organizations
responsiblefor investigating or prosecuting
the'violations of, or for enforcing or
implementing, a statute, rule, regulation,
order or license, or where DHS believes
information would assist enforcement of

civil or criminal laws.

Additionally, information may be shared
when DHS reasonably believes such use
will assist in anti-terrorism efforts or
intelligence gathering related to national or
international security or transnational
crime. All sharing, including the sharing
mentioned above, will remain consistent
with the Privacy Act’s SORN, which was
published in the Federal Register on
February 23, 2016 and is available on the
DHS web site, www.dhs.gov.
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Although carriers will not receive the
ESTA application information that
travelers provide to DHS, they will receive
confirmation of a passenger's ESTA status
via the Advance Passenger Information
System indicating whether an ESTA is
required and whether authorization has

been granted.

How long will DHS retain the
data generated from these
additional ESTA questions?

The data retention period remains
unchanged. ESTA application data
remains active for the period of time that
the approved ESTA is valid, which is
generally two years, or until the traveler’s
passport expires, whichever eomes first.
DHS then maintains-this information for an
additional year after which it is archived
for, 12 years—with further limited access—
to allow retrieval of the information for law
enforcement, national security, or
investigatory purposes. These policies are
consistent with both CBP’s search
authority and with the border security
mission mandated for CBP by Congress.
Data linked to active law enforcement
lookout records, CBP matches to
enforcement activities, and/or
investigations or cases, including
applications for ESTAs that are denied,
will remain accessible for the life of the
law enforcement activities to which they

are related.
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How will the new information
collected be safeguarded?

DHS will handle the new information in
the same manner as other information
collected through ESTA and will document
these procedures in the SORN and PIA.
Information submitted by applicants
through the ESTA website will continue to
be subject to the same strict privacy
provisions, use limitations, and access
controls that are currently in place for
ESTA, and consistent with similar traveler

screening programs.

Why is DHS taking action under
a Paperwork Reduction Act
(PRA) notice and not a
regulation?

The-relevant regulatory provision does not
list'the specific data elements that VWP
travelers must provide in order to obtain an
ESTA. Instead, the regulation states that
“ESTA will collect such information as the
Secretary [of Homeland Security] deems
necessary to issue a travel authorization, as
reflected by the I-94W Nonimmigrant
Alien Arrival/Departure Form (I-94W).”
Since there are no data elements listed in
the regulation, there is no need to update
the regulation. The revisions to the ESTA
data elements fall under the PRA since
DHS is amending an information collection
(Form I-94W) and not amending a

regulation.
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Will this change to the ESTA
application discourage
legitimate foreign national
travelers?

No. The new VWP eligibility
requirements do not bar legitimate travel to
the United States. If a traveler is not
granted an ESTA, the traveler will need to
obtain a U.S. visa from a U.S. Embassy or

Consulate.

DHS is committed to facilitating legitimate
trade and travel while maintaining the
highest standards of security and border
protection. Requirements for travel to the
United States have increased, especially
since September 11, 2001, to enhance
security at U.S. borders; however, the flow
of goods and visitors into the United States

continues to grow each year:

By adding these additional
questions, will the ESTA now be
the equivalent of an electronic
visa?

No. The requirements for a nonimmigrant
visitor (B1/B2) visa are different under
U.S. law and more complex than the
requirements for an ESTA. Applicants for
a B1/B2 visa must complete an online visa
application (DS-160) and, with limited
exception, appear for an interview with a
U.S. consular officer. Part of the visa
application process requires that applicants
submit their biometric information in
advance of travel, and provide additional

biographic information as required.
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Even with these additional ESTA
questions, does the VWP
represent a security
vulnerability?

No. Countries that participate in the VWP
are required to have a high degree of
security cooperation with the United
States; sign and implement information
sharing agreements regarding known,
suspected or potential terrorists and serious
criminals; report lost and stolen passport
data to the United States or other means
approved by the United States; and issue
International Civil Aviation Organization-
compliant electronic passports. VWP
countries are also subject to biennial
eligibility reviews, which provide DHS
with the opportunity {to‘conduct broad and
consequential inspections of foreign
security standards and operations, and
verify the level of law enforcement and
counterterrorism cooperation with the
United States. The Director of National
Intelligence is required to complete an
intelligence assessment to support each

eligibility review conducted by DHS.

VWP travelers must obtain approval
through the ESTA process prior to
commencing VWP travel to the United
States. ESTA continuously vets
applicants’ biographic information against
the Terrorist Screening Database; lost and
stolen passport records (including
INTERPOL’s Stolen and Lost Travel
Documents database); visa revocations;

previous VWP refusals; expedited
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removals; and Public Health records, e.g.,
records from the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention for persons who
have a communicable disease constituting
a public health threat.

Is VWP travel at the land border
affected by the Act?

The new eligibility requirements apply to
all VWP applicants regardless of mode of
entry. If you do not meet one of the new
eligibility requirements established by the
Act, you are ineligible for travel and
admission to the United States under the
VWP. You will be required to obtain a
nonimmigrant visa. Waivers for a
respondent’s travel history will not-be
adjudicated at the border through the I-
94W.

Are there new passport
requirements for travel to the
United States under the VWP?

Yes, effective April 1, 2016, all VWP
country nationals must possess an
electronic passport to travel to the United
States under the VWP. If not in possession
of an electronic passport, a valid
nonimmigrant visa is required to travel to
the United States.
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