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Who's Involved

U.S. Em bassies and Consulates: Find
a U.S. Em bassy or Consulate, nearest
your residence abroad, where you will
apply and be interviewed for your U.S.
visa.

Nat ional Visa Center: After pet it ion
approval, the Nat ional Visa Center (NVC)
handles processing for certain kinds of
docum ents, sending them  onward to U.S.
Em bassies & Consulates. When and how
to Contact  NVC

What does it mean to be a...

Pet it ioner
Sponsor
Beneficiary
Agent
At torney of Record

t ravel.state.gov >  Visas >  I m m igrate >  The I m m igrant  Visa Process >  I nterview

The Immigrant Visa Process
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Petition

Submit a Petition

After Your Petition is Approved

Begin National Visa Center
(NVC) Processing

Choose an Agent

Pay Fees

Collect and Submit Forms and
Documents to the NVC

Submit Visa Application Form

Collect Financial Documents

Collect Supporting Documents

Submit Documents to the NVC

Interview

Prepare for the Interview

Visa Applicant Interview

After the Interview

See Overview

Print  Em ail

Interview

After you have paid the necessary fees and subm it ted the required im m igrant

visa applicat ion, Affidavit  of Support , and support ing docum ents to the

Nat ional Visa Center (NVC) , they will review your file for com pleteness. Once

your case becom es qualified for an interview, NVC will work with the

appropriate U.S. Em bassy or Consulate to schedule an appointm ent  for you.

NVC schedules appointm ents one m onth in advance.  The U.S. Em bassy or

Consulate General tells NVC what  dates they are holding interviews, and NVC

fills these appointm ents in a first - in, first -out  m anner.  Most  appointm ents

are set  within 60 days of NVC receipt  of all requested docum entat ion.

However, we cannot  predict  when an interview appointm ent  will be available.

An interview  appointm ent  let ter  is sent  to you ( the applicant ) , as

w ell as your pet it ioner ( sponsor) , and your agent / at torney ( if

applicable)  to not ify you and them  of the date, t im e, and locat ion of the

interview once the em bassy has an appointm ent  available. There m ay be a

wait  of several m onths for an interview date to becom e available.

Support ing docum ents are sent  to the U.S. Em bassy or

Consulate. Once your interview appointm ent  is scheduled, NVC sends the

im m igrant  visa pet it ion, visa applicat ion, and all related form s and
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docum ents which were subm it ted to NVC to the appropriate U.S.

Em bassy/ Consulate.

Important Next Steps
After receiving not ificat ion that  an interview has been scheduled, it  is

im portant  that  you (and any fam ily m em bers applying to im m igrate with

you)  prepare for the visa interview. Review I nterview FAQs. Each visa

applicant  w ill need to com plete a num ber of im portant  next  steps in

advance of the interview  date, including ( not  a  com plete list ) :

Gather or iginal form s and docum ents -  You m ust  br ing the

required or iginal form s and docum ents to your im m igrant  visa

interview.

Schedule and com plete a m edical exam inat ion w ith the

authorized physician( s) .

Select  Prepare for the I nterview above to learn about  these im portant  next

steps. 

Important Applicant Notice
Based on U.S. law, not  everyone who applies for a visa will be found eligible

to com e to the United States. There are a num ber of possible reasons why

som eone m ight  not  qualify for a visa. The circum stances of each case are

different . Approved visas generally are not  available on the day of interview.

I t  is im portant  that  you do not  m ake arrangem ents, such as selling

your house, car or  property, resigning from  your job or m aking non-

refundable flight  or  other t ravel arrangem ents unt il you have

received your im m igrant  visa.
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