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PER CURIAM: 
 

Tavis Labron Houpe petitions for a writ of mandamus, requesting that we direct 

the district court to conform the drug amounts that support his 2015 sentence for a federal 

drug offense to the laboratory report that he presented in his 28 U.S.C. § 2255 motion.  

To the extent that Houpe challenges the district court’s disposition of his § 2255 motion, 

a mandamus petition is not a proper substitute for a direct appeal, In re Lockheed Martin 

Corp., 503 F.3d 351, 353 (4th Cir. 2007), and, in any event, we have already considered 

and rejected Houpe’s appeal from the § 2255 ruling.  United States v. Houpe, 704 F. 

App’x 276, 277 (4th Cir. 2017) (No. 17-6965).  Accordingly, although we grant leave to 

proceed in forma pauperis, we deny Houpe’s petition for a writ of mandamus.  We 

dispense with oral argument because the facts and legal contentions are adequately 

presented in the materials before this court and argument would not aid the decisional 

process. 

PETITION DENIED 

 

 

 

 

 

 


