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PER CURI AM *

Mar co Bundoc, Jr., appeals the 120 nonth sentence i nposed
followng his guilty plea conviction for possession of a firearm
by a convicted felon. He argues that the district court erred in
applying the U . S.S.G § 2K2.1(b)(5) enhancenent for possession of
a firearmin connection with another felony offense. Bundoc
contends that the Governnent failed to show a nexus between the
possession of the firearmand the drug crinmes. He al so argues

that the firearmcould not have been used to facilitate the drug

" Pursuant to 5THOR R 47.5, the court has determ ned that
this opi nion should not be published and is not precedent except
under the limted circunstances set forth in 5THCQR R 47.5. 4.
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crimes because it was unl oaded and no ammunition was found in the
resi dence.

Contrary to Bundoc’s argunent, the Governnent need not
establish the nexus he asserts between the firearmand the drug

offenses. See United States v. Condren, 18 F.3d 1190, 1199 (5th

Cr. 1994).

Bundoc’ s argunent that the evidence did not establish that
the firearmcoul d not have been used to facilitate the crinmes is
w thout nmerit. Although Bundoc’s firearmwas not | oaded, its
presence in proximty to the drugs shows that it could have been
used as a theft deterrent and thus used to facilitate the crine.

See United States v. Arnstead, 114 F.3d 504, 511 (5th Gr. 1997).

Accordingly, the judgnent of the district court is AFFI RVED.



