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Mauricio Al berto Ml endez-Parada, a citizen of El Salvador,
petitions for review of the order of the Board of Inmgration
Appeal s (BIA) affirmng, without a witten opinion, the decision of
the Immgration Judge (1J) denying his application for asylum and
wi t hhol di ng of renoval. Although we ordinarily have authority to
reviewonly the BIA s decision, we reviewthe |1J’ s decision where,
as here, the BIA affirns the |J's decision wthout an opinion.

E.g., Mkhael v. INS, 115 F.3d 299, 302 (5th Cr. 1997).

" Pursuant to 5TH QR R 47.5, the court has determ ned that
this opinion should not be published and is not precedent except
under the limted circunstances set forth in 5THCQR R 47.5. 4.

Dockets.Justia.com


http://dockets.justia.com/docket/circuit-courts/ca5/06-60624/
http://docs.justia.com/cases/federal/appellate-courts/ca5/06-60624/920070614/
http://dockets.justia.com/

Mel endez- Parada concedes the |J correctly found his past
mstreatnent by the MS gang in El Salvador did not rise to the
| evel of persecution. He contends the 1J erred, however, by
failing to consider the probability of, and possible notivations
for, future persecution.

Mel endez- Par ada does not neet his burden of show ng, or even
allege, fear of persecution based on his race, religion,
nationality, nmenbership in a particular social group, or political
opinion, as is required to obtain asylum See Majd v. Gonzal es,
446 F.3d 590, 595 (5th Cr. 2006). Rather, he seeks relief based
on his past encounters with a crimnal gang and his fear of future
such encounters.

The record i ndi cates Mel endez- Parada’ s fear of persecutionis
based solely on gang violence in his college town in El Sal vador.
“[Aln applicant’s fear of persecution cannot be based solely on
general violence and civil disorder.” ld. (quoting Eduard v.
Ashcroft, 379 F.3d 182, 188 (5th CGr. 2004)) (alteration in
original). Mor eover, because the standard of proof required to
establish eligibility for withholding of renoval is higher than
that required for asylum “failure to establish eligibility for
asylumis dispositive of clains for withholding of renoval”. Id.
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