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William Sepatis appeals the district court’s grant of summary judgment in

favor of the City and County of San Francisco and several police officers on his
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claim that the officers towed his car in retaliation for his exercise of his First

Amendment rights.

We affirm.  Sepatis’s evidence of retaliatory motive was very weak at best,

and the officers unquestionably had probable cause to tow his car for investigation

of a hit-and-run accident involving property damage.  Summary judgment is

appropriate in a case like this one involving “very strong evidence of probable

cause and very weak evidence of a retaliatory motive.”  Dietrich v. John Ascuaga’s

Nugget, 548 F.3d 892, 901 (9th Cir. 2008).  Because no reasonable jury could find

in Sepatis’s favor on his claim, we need not reach the question of whether the

officers are entitled to qualified immunity.

The district court’s grant of summary judgment is AFFIRMED.


