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 / 'Trigger Lock' law
 helps cut gang-related killings in half /

Focus on B
ayview

, W
estern A

ddition show
ing results

B
y

Jaxon Van D
erbeken

Published 4:00
am

, Thursday, July 21, 2005

The num
ber of killings in San Francisco attributed to gangs in largely A

frican

A
m

erican neighborhoods has dropped by m
ore than 50 percent so far this

year from
 2004, thanks in part to intervention by federal law

 enforcem
ent,

police officials said W
ednesday.

O
verall, the num

ber of hom
icides in San Francisco dropped m

ore than 20

percent in the first half of the year, police said.

D
eputy C

hief M
orris Tabak told police com

m
issioners at their w

eekly m
eeting

that efforts by city investigators and federal officials to identify the city's m
ost

violent predators and subject them
 to federal prosecution w

ere show
ing

results.

In the first six m
onths of this year, there w

ere 41 hom
icides in San Francisco, 16 of them

 believed to be the result of gang

disputes in A
frican A

m
erican areas such as the B

ayview
 and W

estern A
ddition, Tabak said. In the sam

e period last year, there

w
ere 53 slayings, 36 of w

hich w
ere attributed to gangs in largely black neighborhoods.

"W
e are com

m
itted to stopping the violence," said Tabak, w

ho is in charge of the investigations bureau. "I am
 very encouraged

and happy w
ith the num

bers over the past year."

The m
ost im

portant factor in the decline, police say, is the effort to take violent crim
inals off the streets w

ith the help of the

federal "Trigger Lock" law
, w

hich provides for prison term
s of 10 years or m

ore for convicted felons w
ho are caught w

ith a

gun.

Last year, 77 defendants w
ere referred for federal Trigger Lock prosecution in San Francisco. So far this year, police have

referred 111 cases to federal prosecutors, w
ho have taken 33 and are review

ing 20 others. Local prosecutors are pursuing 32

m
ore of the cases, w

ith the rem
aining 26 not resulting in charges.

A
uthorities have had trouble building crim

inal cases in state court or even arresting suspects in gang hom
icides, partly

because fear of retaliation m
akes w

itnesses reluctant to com
e forw

ard.

Prosecutors w
ith the U

.S. attorney's office, how
ever, have lodged federal hom

icide charges against nine suspects in a total of

six gang-related killings recently, partly because they w
ere able to persuade w

itnesses to testify before grand juries, Tabak

said.

San Francisco D
istrict A

ttorney K
am

ala H
arris has ruled out using grand juries to indict suspects on state hom

icide charges,

saying w
itnesses' testim

ony can't be used at trial if the w
itnesses are unavailable by then.

A
njali C

haturvedi, the federal prosecutor w
ho is chief of the local organized crim

e strike force, said the closed grand jury

proceedings had proved to be valuable in getting w
itnesses to open up.

"There is a sense of safety by com
ing to the grand jury," she said. "W

itnesses are targeted in the cases -- the grand jury is able

to protect those w
itnesses w

illing to com
e forw

ard."

A
long w

ith the drop in killings, police have increased the num
ber of guns seized over 2004, Tabak said. O

fficers confiscated

570 firearm
s in the first six m

onths of 2005, 100 m
ore than in the first six m

onths of 2004, he said.

Thom
as M

azzucco, the federal coordinator w
ho handles Trigger Lock cases, said, "The w

ord is out on the street -- if you are

convicted felon, you should not be carrying a firearm
 and using it. ... You m

ay end up in the Federal B
uilding."

K
evin R

yan, the U
.S. attorney in San Francisco, said his office plans to continue its anti-gang efforts.

"W
e feel w

e have had a dram
atic im

pact on the level of violence in the city of San Francisco," he said.
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