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Methods of Judicial Selection

Selection of Judges

Alabama

Number of Judgeships
Supreme Court: 9
Court of Criminal Appeals: 5
Court of Gvil Appeals: 5

Grauit Court: 144
Number of Districts/Circuits

Supreme Court: -

Court of Griminal Appeals: -

Court of Givil Appeals: -

Grauit Court: M
Geographic Basis for Selection

Supreme Court: statewide

Court of Criminal Appeals: statewide
Court of Givil Appeals: statewide
Grauit Court: circuit

Method of Selection (full term)
Supreme Court: partisan election
Court of Criminal Appeals: partisan election
Court of Gvil Appeals: partisan election

Grauit Court: partisan election © a(c“\\’e
Length of Term \o- *\5'359
Supreme Court: 6yrs Aor\es’

Court of Criminal 506 Y
Court of Gyildppéals:  6yrs

Grauit Court: 6yrs
Method of Retention
Supreme Court: reelection

Court of Griminal Appeals: reelection
Court of Givil Appeals: reelection
Grauit Court: reelection

Length of Subsequent Terms
Supreme Court: 6yrs
Court of Criminal Appeals: 6yrs
Court of Gvil Appeals: 6yrs
Grauit Court: 6yrs

Method of Filling Interim Vacancies
Supreme Court: gubernatorial appointrrent
Court of Criminal Appeals: gubernatorial appointrent
Court of Givil Appeals: gubernatorial appointrrent
Grauit Court: gubernatorial appointrrent*

When Interim Judges Stand for Election/Appointment
Supreme Court: next general election after 1 yr in office
Court of Griminal Appeals: next general election after 1 yr in office
Court of Gvil Appeals: next general election after 1 yr in office
Grauit Court: next general election after 1 yr in office

Selection of Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Court: popular election
Court of Criminal Appeals: peer vote
Court of Gvil Appeals: seniority

. 9029586320 Att. 1

Dockets.Justia.com


https://dockets.justia.com/docket/circuit-courts/ca9/15-35990/
https://docs.justia.com/cases/federal/appellate-courts/ca9/15-35990/9129586321/1.html
https://dockets.justia.com/

it CB:35900, 129017, ID: 10681625, DktEntry: 45-2, Page 2 of 55

Term of Office for Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Court: 6yrs
Court of Criminal Appeals: indefinite
Court of Gvil Appeals: indefinite
Grauit Court: 3yrs

Qualifications
Supreme Court: licensed to practice law 10 yrs; 1 yr resident; maximumage of 70
Court of CGriminal Appeals: licensed to practice law 10 yrs; 1 yr resident; meximumage of 70
Court of Gvil Appeals: licensed to practice law 10 yrs; 1 yr resident; meximumage of 70
Grauit Court: licensed to practice law 5 yrs; 1 yr resident of circuit; meximumage of 70

Selection and retention methods and termlengths are prescribed by Arendrrent 328 of the Alabama Constitution.

*In Baldwin, Jefferson, Lauderdale, Madison, Mobile, Shelby, Talladega, and Tuscaloosa Counties, gubernatorial
appointments are made fromlists of candidates subitted by judicial nominating commissions.

Alaska
Number of Judgeships
Supreme Court: 5
Court of Appeals: 3
Superior Court: 0
Number of Districts/Circuits
Supreme Court: -
Court of Appeals: -
Superior Court: 4
Geographic Basis for Selection A 20N T
Supreme Court: statewide oce coel
Court of Appeals: statewide edon®
Superior Court: district 35990 arcn
AD-

Method of Selection (full term) sres- "
Supreme Court: F‘ef\(‘,\gl]l’Jematon'al appointrrent fromnomminating commission
A\

Court of gubernatorial gppointrrent fromnorminating commission
Superior Court: gubernatorial appointrrent fromnominating commrission
Length of Term
Supreme Court: at least 3yrs
Court of Appeals: at least 3yrs
Superior Court: at least 3yrs
Method of Retention
Supreme Court: retention election
Court of Appeals: retention election
Superior Court: retention election
Length of Subsequent Terms
Supreme Court: 10yrs
Court of Appeals: 8yrs
Superior Court: 6yrs
Method of Filling Interim Vacancies
Supreme Court: gubernatorial gppointrrent fromnorminating commission
Court of Appeals: gubernatorial appointrrent fromnominating commrission
Superior Court: gubernatorial gppointrrent fromnorminating commission
When Interim Judges Stand for Election/Appointment
Supreme Court: first general election nmore than 3 yrs after appointrrent
Court of Appeals: first general election more than 3 yrs after appointrrent
Superior Court: first general election more than 3 yrs after appointrrent

Selection of Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Court: peer vote
Court of Appeals: chief justice appoints
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Term of Office for Chief Judge/Justice

Supreme Court: 3yrs

Court of Appeals: 2yrs

Superior Court: 1yr

Qualifications

Supreme Court: U.S. citizen; state resident 5 yrs; licensed to practice in state; 8 yrs active legal
practice; mandatory retirerrent at 70

Court of Appeals: U.S. citizen; state resident 5 yrs; licensed to practice in state; 8 yrs active legal
practice; mendatory retirement at 70

Superior Court: U.S. citizen; state resident 5 yrs; licensed to practice in state; 5 yrs active legal

practice; mandatory retirerrent at 70

Selection and retention methods and termlengths are prescribed by Article 4 of the Alaska Constitution.
Note: The court of appeals hears only crirminal appeals.

Arizona
Number of Judgeships
Supreme Court: 7
Court of Appeals: 2
Superior Court: 174
Number of Districts/Circuits
Supreme Court: -
Court of Appeals: 2 divisions
Superior Court: 15 counties
Geographic Basis for Selection A 2ONT
Supreme Court: statevwde e Oem‘oe
Court of Appeals: division® ed on
Superior Court: county o eV
\5-35%°
Method of Selection (full term) _es: ™"
Supreme Court: ; G“CMtoﬁd appointrrent fromnorminating commission
Court of A%@g:'\ﬂ 3 gubernatorial gppointrrent fromnorminating commission
Superior Court: partisan primary; nonpartisan general election/gubernatorial appointrrent from
nomminating commission™
Length of Term
Supreme Court: at least 2 yrs
Court of Appeals: at least 2 yrs
Superior Court: 4yrs/at least 2 yrs*™
Method of Retention
Supreme Court: retention election
Court of Appeals: retention election
Superior Court: reelection/retention election™
Length of Subsequent Terms
Supreme Court: 6yrs
Court of Appeals: 6yrs
Superior Court: 4yrs
Method of Filling Interim Vacancies
Supreme Court: gubernatorial gppointrrent fromnorminating commission
Court of Appeals: gubernatorial appointrrent fromnominating commission
Superior Court: gubernatorial gppointrment/gubematorial gppointrrent fromnormminating commission™
When Interim Judges Stand for Election/Appointment
Supreme Court: next general election after 2 yrs in office
Court of Appeals: next general election after 2 yrs in office
Superior Court: next general election/next general election after 2 yrs in office™

Selection of Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Court: peer vote
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supreme court appomts
Term of Office for Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Court: 5yrs
Court of Appeals: 1yr
Superior Court: remainder of 4 yr term
Qualifications
Supreme Court: state resident and licensed in state 10 yrs; mandatory retirerrent at 70
Court of Appeals: 30 yrs of age; state resident and licensed in state 5 yrs; local resident 1yr;
mandatory retiremment at 70
Superior Court: 30 yrs of age; state resident and licensed in state 5 yrs; local resident 1 yr;
mandatory retirerent at 70

Selection and retention methods and termlengths are prescribed by Article 6 of the Arizona Constitution.

*Court of appeals judges who reside in Maricopa and Pima Counties stand for retention in those counties. Court of
appeals judges who reside in counties other than Maricopa and Pima stand for retention in all of the other
counties within their division.

*The Arizona Constitution provides for merit selection and retention of judges in counties with populations of
250,000 or greater. Currently, this includes Maricopa, Pirma and Pinal Counties. Counties whose populations are
less than 250,000 mmay adopt rerit selection through ballot initiative.

Arkansas
Number of Judgeships
Supreme Court: 7
Court of Appeals: 12
Gruit Court: 12
1
Number of Districts/Circuits e A 20"
: ce
Supreme Court . 1 o0 De
Court of Appeals: 7 a(dﬂwe
Grauit Court: 3 \5_35990
Geographic Basis for Seleglqn\)o“es’
Supreme Court: \Y\ el Cstatewide
Court of district
Grauit Court: circuit
Method of Selection (full term)
Supreme Court: nonpartisan election™+
Court of Appeals: nonpartisan election™+
Grauit Court: nonpartisan election™+
Length of Term
Supreme Court: 8yrs
Court of Appeals: 6yrs
Grauit Court: 6yrs
Method of Retention
Supreme Court: reelection
Court of Appeals: reelection
Grauit Court: reelection
Length of Subsequent Terms
Supreme Court: 8yrs
Court of Appeals: 6yrs
Grauit Court: 6yrs
Method of Filling Interim Vacancies
Supreme Court: gubermnatorial gppointrrent
Court of Appeals: gubernatorial appointrrent
Grauit Court: gubernatorial appointrrent

When Interim Judges Stand for Election/Appointment
Supreme Court: next general election at least 4 mos after vacancy occurred
Court of Appeals: next general election at least 4 nos after vacancy occurred



Gt U 35900, 1 P9 BRrpl sfecton o EEBireyafeTykafnoeued-2  Page 5 of 55
Selection of Chief Judge/Justice

Supreme Court: popular election

Court of Appeals: chief justice appoints

Grauit Court: suprenme court appoints
Term of Office for Chief Judge/Justice

Supreme Court: 8yrs

Court of Appeals: 4yrs

Grauit Court: no set term

Qualifications

Supreme Court: 30yrs of age; of good noral character; leared in the law; U.S. citizen; state
resident > 2 yrs; 8 yrs practice of law

Court of Appedls: 30 yrs of age; of good moral charater; leaed in the law; U.S. citizen; state
resident > 2 yrs ; 8 yrs practice of law

Grauit Court: 28 yrs of age; of good noral character; leamed in the law; U.S. citizen; state

resident > 2 yrs; 6 yrs practice of law

Selection and retention methods and termlengths are prescribed by Arendment 80 of the Arkansas Constitution.

*Judicial candidates run in a nonpartisan primery election. If no candidate receives a majority of the vote, there is
arunoff in the general election.

+ncurrbency is designated on the ballot by including the current title of a judge.

Galifomia
Number of Judgeships
Supreme Court: 7
Court of Appeals: 102 20,\1
Superior Court: 1535 e’ A,
0 0e®
Number of Districts/Circuits RTeAN ed O
Supreme Court: - \5_35990
Court of Appeals: 6 o, NO-
Superior Court: . 300
nGC!
g in F1e
Geographicﬁﬁgs for Selection
Supreme Court: statewide
Court of Appeals: district
Superior Court: county
Method of Selection (full term)
Supreme Court: gubernatorial appointrrent;*confirmation by commission on judicial appointrrents™
Court of Appeals: gubernatorial appointrrent;*confirmation by commission on judicial appointrrents™
Superior Court: nonpartisan election®™*+
Length of Term
Supreme Court: 12yrs
Court of Appeals: 12yrs
Superior Court: 6yrs
Method of Retention
Supreme Court: retention election
Court of Appeals: retention election
Superior Court: reelection
Length of Subsequent Terms
Supreme Court: 12yrs
Court of Appeals: 12yrs
Superior Court: 6yrs
Method of Filling Interim Vacancies
Supreme Court: gubernatorial appointrrent;*confirmation by commission on judicial appointrrents™
Court of Appeals: gubernatorial appointrrent;*confimation by commission on judicial appointrrents™*
Superior Court: gubernatorial appointrrent™

When Interim Judges Stand for Election/Appointment
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Court of Appeals: next gubernatorial election
Superior Court: next general election

Selection of Chief Judge/Justice

Supreme Court: gubernatorial appointrrent;*confirmation by commission on judicial appointents™
Court of Appeals: gubernatorial appointrent;*confimation by commission on judicial appointrrents™*
Superior Court: peer vote
Term of Office for Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Court: 12yrs
Court of Appeals: 12yrs
Superior Court: 1 or 2 yrs, depending on county
Qualifications
Supreme Court: 10yrs practice of law in state or service as judge of court of record
Court of Appedls: 10 yrs practice of law in state or service as judge of court of record
Superior Court: 10 yrs practice of law in state or service as judge of court of record

Selection and retention methods and termlengths are prescribed by Article M of the California Constitution.

*In 1998, voters approved Proposition 220, a constitutional amendrent that allowed the judges in each county to
merge their superior and municipal courts into a single superior court. By early 2001, all of the state's 58 counties
had voted to unify their courts.

*Since 1979, the legislature has required that the State Bar of Galifornia's commission on judicial norminees
evaluation (informally known as the Jenny Commission) review the qualifications and fitness of prospective judicial
appointees through an extensive investigation. The commission, which consists of both public mebers and
attorneys, rates candidates as exceptionally well qualified, well qualified, qualified, or not qualified. The governor
is not bound by the commission's recommendations.

**The commission on judicial appointrrents consists of three menbers: the chief justice, the attorney general,
and the senior presiding justice of the court of appeal of the affected appellate district. aSuprerre court
appointee is being considered, the third merrber of the commission is the senior g@dh@ﬁus ice of the state's
courts of appeal. The commission holds one or more public hearingvtoeg\{gw appointee’s qualifications and
may confirmor veto the appointrrent by majority vote. 5990 al cnw

**f no candidate receives a majority of w %E)d'% primary election, there is a general-election runoff
between the top two candide%e@_lﬂ&ﬁﬁcdnbent judge is unopposed, s/he is autontically reelected; the
judge's name rRta'p@&‘ on the ballot. The constitution provides that electors in each county may, by
majority vote;\ for the selection of superior court judges by the method used for appellate court judges. To
date, no counties have adopted an appointive process.

+ncurbency designations on the ballot are determined by each county.

Colorado
Number of Judgeships
Supreme Court: 7
Court of Appeals: 2
District Court: 164
Number of Districts/Circuits
Supreme Court: 1
Court of Appeals: 1
District Court: 2
Geographic Basis for Selection
Supreme Court: statewide
Court of Appeals: statewide
District Court: county
Method of Selection (full term)
Supreme Court: gubernatorial gppointrrent fromnorminating commission
Court of Appeals: gubernatorial appointrrent fromnominating commission
District Court: gubernatorial appointrrent fromnorminating commission
Length of Term
Supreme Court: at least 2 yrs
Court of Appeals: at least 2 yrs

District Court: at least 2 yrs
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retention election
Court of Appeals. retention election
District Court: retention election
Length of Subsequent Terms
Supreme Court: 10yrs
Court of Appeals: 8yrs
District Court: 6yrs
Method of Filling Interim Vacancies
Supreme Court: gubernatorial appointrrent fromnominating commrission
Court of Appeals: gubernatorial gppointrrent formnorminating commission
District Court: gubernatorial appointrrent fromnominating commrission
When Interim Judges Stand for Election/Appointment
Supreme Court: next general election after 2 yrs in office
Court of Appeals: next general election after 2 yrs in office
District Court: next general election after 2 yrs in office
Selection of Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Court: peer \ote
Court of Appeals: chief justice appoints
District Court: chief justice appoints
Term of Office for Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Court: indefinite
Court of Appeals: indefinite
District Court: indefinite
Qualifications
Supreme Court: qualified elector in state; licensed to practice lawin stgt\%@vré' |?Bﬂatow
retirement age of 72 o 0ec®
Court of Appeals: qualified elector in state; hcensed(@mn&‘élce law in state 5 yrs. mandatory
retirerrent age of 72 599
District Court: qualified el %: alf)tnct licensed to practice law in state 5 yrs; mandatory
xl;eglm\ﬁﬁ%ge of 72
Frent
Selection ard\i@fén?on methods and termlengths are prescribed by Article M of the Colorado Constitution.
Connecticut
Number of Judgeships
Supreme Court: 7
Appellate Court: 9
Superior Court: 170
Number of Districts/Circuits
Supreme Court: -
Appellate Court: -
Superior Court: -
Geographic Basis for Selection
Supreme Court: statewide
Appellate Court: statewide
Superior Court: statewide
Method of Selection (full term)
Supreme Court: gubernatorial nomination fromjudicial selection commission; legislative appointrrent
Appellate Court: gubernatorial nomination fromjudicial selection commission; legislative appointrrent
Superior Court: gubernatorial nomination fromjudicial selection commission; legislative appointrrent
Length of Term
Supreme Court: 8yrs
Appellate Court: 8yrs
Superior Court: 8yrs
Method of Retention

Supreme Court:

governor renominates; legislature reappoints
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gowernorrenomnates legislature reappoints

Length of Subsequent Terms

Supreme Court: 8yrs
Appellate Court: 8yrs
Superior Court: 8yrs
Method of Filling Interim Vacancies
Supreme Court: gubernatorial nomination fromjudicial selection commission; legislative
appointrrent*
Appellate Court: gubernatorial nomination fromjudicial selection commission; legislative appointrrent
Superior Court: gubernatorial nomination fromjudicial selection commission; legislative appointrrent
When Interim Judges Stand for Election/Appointment
Supreme Court: 8yrs
Appellate Court: 8yrs
Superior Court: 8yrs
Selection of Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Court: gubernatorial nomination fromjudicial selection commission; legislative
appointrrent*
Appellate Court: chief justice
Superior Court: chief court administrator
Term of Office for Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Court: 8yrs*
Appellate Court: N/A
Superior Court: at pleasure of chief court administrator
Qualifications
Supreme Court: state resident; licensed to practice in state; mandatory r tgema“%gt ;0
Appellate Court: state resident; licensed to practice in state irerrent at 70
Superior Court: state resident; licensed to pragtlcecla\ ory retirerrent at 70

09
Selection and retention methods and termleqgthé & S)rescnbed by Article 5 and Amendrrent Article XX of the
Connecticut Constitution. \soﬂes’

*The governor, %mﬁﬁ%te an assoc1ate justice of the suprerre court to be chief justice without the
involverrent 8 judicial selection commission. Chief justices appointed in this way senve an initial termequal to
the remainder of their termas associate justice.

Delaware
Number of Judgeships
Supreme Court: 5
Superior Court: 20
Court of Chancery: 1 Chancellor; 4 vice-chancellors
Number of Districts/Circuits
Supreme Court: -
Superior Court: -
Court of Chancery: -
Geographic Basis for Selection
Supreme Court: statewide
Superior Court: statewide
Court of Chancery: statewide
Method of Selection (full term)
Supreme Court: gubernatorial appointrrent from judicial norinating commission with senate
consent®
Superior Court: gubematorial gppointrrent from judicial nominating commission with senate
consent”
Court of Chancery: gubernatorial appointrrent from judicial nonrinating commission with senate
consent®
Length of Term

Supreme Court: 12yrs
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Court of Chancery: 12yrs

Method of Retention
Supreme Court: gubernatorial reappointrment from judicial nomminating commission with senate
consent®
Superior Court: gubernatorial reappointrrent form judicial nominating commission with senate
consent*
Court of Chancery: gubernatorial reappointrrent from judicial nominating commission with senate
consent®
Length of Subsequent Terms
Supreme Court: 12yrs
Superior Court: 12yrs
Court of Chancery: 12yrs
Method of Filling Interim Vacancies
Supreme Court: gubermnatorial gppointrrent fromjudicial nominating commission with senate
consent*
Superior Court: gubernatorial appointrrent from judicial nomrinating commission with senate
consent*
Court of Chancery: gubernatorial appointrrent fromjudicial nomminating commission with senate
consent®

When Interim Judges Stand for Election/Appointment

Supreme Court: 12yrs
Superior Court: 12yrs
Court of Chancery: 12yrs
Selection of Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Court: gubernatorial appointrrent from judicial nomrinating commission with sg;?ate
consent® et & 20
Superior Court: gubernatorial gppointrrent from judicial norﬁnéa\twglon with senate
consent* wed ©
Court of Chancery: gubernatorial appointneg\g@gﬁl ﬂ&‘?’c‘(l\z;l nominating commission with senate
consent” 0. o
3 Ones )
Term of Office for gb@gﬁQ)ﬁa’g'e/Justice
Supreme Cauxtd " 12yrs
Superior Court: 12yrs
Court of Chancery: 12yrs
Qualifications
Supreme Court: state resident; "learned in the law'; state bar menber
Superior Court: state resident; law degree; "leaned in the law'; state bar merrber
Court of Chancery: state resident; law degree; "leamed in the law'; state bar merrber

Selection and retention methods and termlengths are prescribed by Article IV of the Delaware Constitution and
Executive Order No. 4.

*The Delaware Constitution stipulates that no more than a bare majority of judges of each court may be merrbers
of the same political party.

District of Colurbia

Number of Judgeships
Court of Appeals: 9
Superior Court: 63

Number of Districts/Circuits
Court of Appedls: -
Superior Court: -

Geographic Basis for Selection
Court of Appeals: -
Superior Court: -

Method of Selection (full term)
Court of Appeals: presidential appointrrent from judicial nonination commission, with senate
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Superior Court:

presidential appomtrrent from JudlClal nomination commission, with

confirmation
Length of Term
Court of Appeals: 15yrs
Superior Court: 15yrs
Method of Retention
Court of Appeals: reappointrrent
Superior Court: reappointment
Length of Subsequent Terms
Court of Appeals: 15yrs
Superior Court: 15yrs
Method of Filling Interim Vacancies
Court of Appeals: presidential appointrrent from judicial nonrination commission
Superior Court: presidential appointrrent fromjudicial nomination commission, with senate
confirmation

When Interim Judges Stand for Election/Appointment

Court of Appeals: -
Superior Court: -
Selection of Chief Judge/Justice
Court of Appeals: designated by the judicial nommination commission
Superior Court: designated by the judicial nomination commission

Term of Office for Chief Judge/Justice
Court of Appeals: 4yrs

Superior Court: 4yrs ot b 20\
. pece™
Qualifications yed© on

Court of Appeals: U.S. citizen; D.C. residen %or to appointrent; 5 yrs as active merrber of
D.C. bar, professor & DL€ school or attorney enployed by US. or D.C.
gowrsgﬁms ory retirerent at 74

Superior Court: = eno\U§ citizen; D.C. resident > 90 days prior to appointrrent; 5 yrs as active merrber of

ced \© D.C. bar, professor at D.C. law school, or attorney errployed by U.S. or D.C.

government; mandatory retiremrent at 74

Selection and retention methods and termlengths are prescribed by D.C. Code 1-204.31 and 1-204.33
Note: The superior court consists of a family court and civil, criminal, probate, and tax divisions.

Federal
N/A
Florida
Number of Judgeships
Supreme Court: 7
District Courts of Appeal: €0
Grauit Court: 507
Number of Districts/Circuits
Supreme Court: -
District Courts of Appeal: 5
Grauit Court: 20
Geographic Basis for Selection
Supreme Court: statewide
District Courts of Appeal:  district
Grauit Court: circuit

Method of Selection (full term)
Supreme Court: gubernatorial appointrrent fromnominating commission
District Courts of Appeal:  gubernatorial appointrrent fromnorminating commission
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Length of Term
Supreme Court: at least 1yr
District Courts of Appeal: at least 1yr
Grauit Court: 6yrs
Method of Retention
Supreme Court: retention election
District Courts of Appeal: retention election
Grauit Court: reelection
Length of Subsequent Terms
Supreme Court: 6yrs
District Courts of Appeal: 6 yrs
Grauit Court: 6yrs
Method of Filling Interim Vacancies
Supreme Court: gubernatorial appointrrent fromnominating commrission
District Courts of Appeal:  gubernatorial appointment fromnominating commission
Grauit Court: gubernatorial appointrrent fromnominating commission
When Interim Judges Stand for Election/Appointment
Supreme Court: next general election more than 1 yr after appointrrent
District Courts of Appeal: next general election more than 1 yr after appointment
Grauit Court: next general election more than 1 yr after appointrrent
Selection of Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Court: peer vote
District Courts of Appeal: peer \ote
Grauit Court: peer vote 4 20,\7
Term of Office for Chief Judge/Justice A Deoembe
Supreme Court: 2yrs Y ed ©
District Courts of Appeal: 2 yrs 5090 2
Giraui ; AB-2
rauit Court: 2yrs NO-
. 3 Ones,
Qualifications grenc
Supreme C{;\i@d ! qualified elector; state resident; admitted to practice law in state 10 yrs;
mandatory retirement age of 70
District Courts of Appeal:  qualified elector; state resident; admritted to practice law in state 10 yrs;
mandatory retirerrent age of 70
Grauit Court: qualified elector; circuit resident; adnritted to practice law in state 5 yrs;
mandatory retiremrent age of 70

Selection and retention methods and termlengths are prescribed by Article V of the Florida Constitution and
Title V, Section 43.291.

*If two or more candidates qualify for the ballot, they compete in the first primary election. If no candidate
receives a majority of the vote, the top two candidates run in the general election. The voters in each circuit
may exercise a local option for merit selection and retention of circuit court judges. A circuit may initiate the
local option by filing with the secretary of state a petition sighed by a nunber of voters equal to at least 10% of
the votes cast in the circuit in the most recent presidential election. The measure rrust then be approved by a
majority of circuit voters.

Georgia

Number of Judgeships
Supreme Court: 9
Court of Appeals: 12
Superior Court: 202

Number of Districts/Circuits
Supreme Court: -
Court of Appeals: -
Superior Court: 9

Geographic Basis for Selection

Supreme Court: statewide
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Superior Court:

county

Method of Selection (full term)

Supreme Court: nonpartisan election*+
Court of Appeals: nonpartisan election™+
Superior Court: nonpartisan election+
Length of Term
Supreme Court: 6yrs
Court of Appeals: 6yrs
Superior Court: 4yrs
Method of Retention
Supreme Court: reelection
Court of Appeals: reelection
Superior Court: reelection
Length of Subsequent Terms
Supreme Court: 6yrs
Court of Appeals: 6yrs
Superior Court: 4yrs
Method of Filling Interim Vacancies
Supreme Court: gubernatorial appointrrent fromnominating commrission
Court of Appeals: gubernatorial appointrrent fromnominating commission
Superior Court: gubernatorial appointrrent fromnominating commission
When Interim Judges Stand for Election/Appointment
Supreme Court: next general election held more than 6 months after appointrrent; serve rermainder
of unexpired term AT
Court of Appeals: next general election held nore than 6 months after appcgyrmt?&-r\e remainder
Superior Court: next general election held more than 6 nDnthaa‘fjeIC&%mtnmt; sene remmainder
of unexpired term (i ed O
25990 @
\G-

Selection of Chief Judge/Justice No-

Supreme Court: e
Court of Appeals: £ re"Cpeer vote™
ior Colire:

Superi varies by circuit
Term of Office for Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Court: 4yrs
Court of Appeals: 2yrs
Superior Court: varies by circuit
Qualifications
Supreme Court: state resident; admitted to practice law 7 yrs
Court of Appeals: state resident; admitted to practice law 7 yrs
Superior Court: state resident 3 yrs; circuit resident; admitted to practice law 7 yrs; mininumage
of 30

Selection and retention methods and termlengths are prescribed by Article M of the Georgia Constitution.
*If no candidate wins a plurality of the vote in the prirary election, there is a runoff in the general election.
*The chief judge is usually the mmost senior judge who has not yet held the position.

+Hncumbency is designated on the ballot by the name of the previous occupant of the position, assurring that
judge runs for reelection.

Hewaii

Number of Judgeships
Supreme Court: 5
Intermediate Court of 6
Appeals:
Grauit Court: 3

Number of Districts/Circuits
Supreme Court: -
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Appeals:
Grauit Court: 4

Geographic Basis for Selection
Supreme Court: statewide
Intermediate Court of statewide
Appeals:

Grauit Court: island

Method of Selection (full term)
Supreme Court: gubernatorial gppointrrent fromnorminating commission with senate confirmation
Intermediate Court of gubernatorial appointrrent fromnominating commission with senate confirmation
Appeals:

Grauit Court: gubernatorial gppointrrent fromnorminating commission with senate confirmation
Length of Term
Supreme Court: 10yrs
Intermediate Court of 10yrs
Appeals:
Grauit Court: 10yrs
Method of Retention
Supreme Court: norrinating comnission retains
Intermediate Court of norminating comnission retains
Appeals:
Grauit Court: norrinating comnission retains
Length of Subsequent Terms
Supreme Court: 10yrs
Intermediate Court of 10yrs AT
Appeals: oot &2
Girauit Court: 10yrs ece™
ed O v
~
Method of Filling Interim Vacancies 090 arc?

Supreme Court: gubernatorial Qggmﬁtfﬁ%? fromnominating commission with senate confirmation
Intermediate Court of V%J\peqaf&%t appointrrent fromnominating commission with senate confirmation
enct

Appeals: ~ 12

Grcuit Cou:‘S:Gd ! gubernatorial appointrrent fromnorminating commrission with senate confirmation
When Interim Judges Stand for Election/Appointment

Supreme Court: 10yrs

Intermediate Court of 10yrs

Appeals:

Grauit Court: 10yrs

Selection of Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Court: gubernatorial appointrent fromnominating commission with senate confirmration
Intermediate Court of gubernatorial appointrrent fromnominating commission with senate confirmation
Appeals:

Grauit Court: chief justice appoints administrative judge in each circuit
Term of Office for Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Court: 10yrs
Intermediate Court of 10yrs
Appeals:
Grauit Court: chief justice determines
Qualifications
Supreme Court: state and U.S. resident and citizen; 10 yrs state practice; mandatory retirerrent at
0

Intermediate Court of state and U.S. resident and citizen; 10 yrs state practice; mendatory retirement at

Appeals: 70

Grauit Court: state and U.S. resident and citizen; 10 yrs state practice; mandatory retirerrent at
0]

Selection and retention methods and termlengths are prescribed by Article M of the Hawaii Constitution.

Idsho
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Supreme Court: 5

Court of Appeals: 3
District Court: 0
Number of Districts/Circuits
Supreme Court: 0
Court of Appeals: 0
District Court: 7
Geographic Basis for Selection
Supreme Court: statewide
Court of Appeals: statewide
District Court: district
Method of Selection (full term)
Supreme Court: nonpartisan election™+
Court of Appeals: nonpartisan election™+
District Court: nonpartisan election™+
Length of Term
Supreme Court: 6yrs
Court of Appeals: 6yrs
District Court: 4yrs
Method of Retention
Supreme Court: reelection
Court of Appeals: reelection
District Court: reelection
Length of Subsequent Terms ,20/\’{
Supreme Court: 6yrs e’ A,
Court of Appeals: 6yrs o0 Dece
District Court: 4yrs e
5369902
Method of Filling Interim Vacancies S No- A
Supreme Court: erti0rial appointrrent fromnorminating commission
Court of Apy I5: Fren® gubernatorial appointrrent fromnorrinating commission
District CoGit® gubernatorial appointrrent fromnorminating commission
When Interim Judges Stand for Election/Appointment
Supreme Court: hold office for rermeinder of unexpired term
Court of Appeals: hold office for rermainder of unexpired term
District Court: hold office for rermainder of unexpired term
Selection of Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Court: peer vote
Court of Appeals: chief justice
District Court: peer vote
Term of Office for Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Court: 4yrs
Court of Appeals: 2yrs
District Court: 3yrs
Qualifications
Supreme Court: 30yrs of age; U.S. citizen; state resident 2 yrs; 10 yrs practice of lawin ID
Court of Appeals: 30 yrs of age; U.S. citizen; state resident 2 yrs; 10 yrs practice of lawin ID
District Court: 30yrs of age; U.S. citizen; state resident 2 yrs; resident of judicial district 1 yr; 10

yrs practice of law

Selection and retention methods and termlengths are prescribed by Article V of the Idaho Constitution and Sec.
1-2404 of the Idaho Code.

*If no candidate in the prirary election wins a majority of the vote, the top two vote getters conpete in a runoff
election in the general election.

+ncurrbency is designated on the ballot by the name of the previous occupant of the position, assurring that
judge runs for reelection.
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Number of Judgeships
Supreme Court: 7
Appellate Court: 2
Grauit Court: 513
Number of Districts/Circuits
Supreme Court: 5
Appellate Court: 5
Grauit Court: 2
Geographic Basis for Selection
Supreme Court: district™
Appellate Court: district™
Grauit Court: circuit/county™
Method of Selection (full term)
Supreme Court: partisan election
Appellate Court: partisan election
Grauit Court: partisan election
Length of Term
Supreme Court: 10yrs
Appellate Court: 10yrs
Grauit Court: 6yrs
Method of Retention
Supreme Court: retention election™**
Appellate Court: retention election™*
Grauit Court: retention election®™** oA T
Length of Subsequent Terms on Decem
Supreme Court: 10yrs a(dﬂ'\\;ed
Appellate Court: 10yrs \5_35990
Grauit Court: 6yrs NO-
Method of FllllggmﬁﬁWacmaes
Supreme (ol supreme court appointrent
Appellate Court: suprene court appointrrent
Grauit Court: suprerre court appointrrent
When Interim Judges Stand for Election/Appointment
Supreme Court: next general election more than 60 days after appointrrent
Appellate Court: next general election more than 60 days after appointrrent
Grauit Court: next general election nore than 60 days after appointrent
Selection of Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Court: peer vote
Appellate Court: peer vote
Grauit Court: peer ote
Term of Office for Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Court: 3yrs
Appellate Court: 1yr
Grauit Court: indefinite
Qualifications
Supreme Court: U.S. citizen; district resident; licensed to practice law in state
Appellate Court: U.S. citizen; district resident; licensed to practice law in state
Grauit Court: U.S. citizen; circuit/county resident; licensed to practice law in state

Selection and retention methods and termlengths are prescribed by Article M of the Illinois Constitution.
“Gircuit courts are also served by 391 associate judges who are appointed by circuit judges for four-year terms.

*Three justices are elected at large fromthe first district (Cook County) and one fromeach of the other four
districts.
**Hghteen judges are elected fromthe first district (Cook County) and six fromeach of the other four districts.
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**Circuit judges are elected on a circuit-wide basis or fromthe county where they reside. In Cook County,
circuit judges are elected fromthe entire county or as resident judges fromone of the fifteen subcircuits within
the county.

= Judges must receive at least 60% affimative votes to be retained.

Indiana
Number of Judgeships
Supreme Court: 5
Court of Appeals: 15
Grauit Court: 102
Superior Court: 19%
Number of Districts/Circuits
Supreme Court: -
Court of Appeals: 5
Grauit Court: D
Superior Court: Y4l
Geographic Basis for Selection
Supreme Court: statewide
Court of Appeals: district
Grauit Court: county
Superior Court: county
Method of Selection (full term)
Supreme Court: gubernatorial appointrrent fromnominating commission
Court of Appeals: gubernatorial appointrrent fromnominating commission
Grauit Court: partisan election™ A 2()’\’{
Superior Court: partisan election** DeoembeY '
N
Length of Term 90 a(c‘ﬂN ed ©
Supreme Court: at least 2 yrs ,\5!559
Court of Appeals: at leaftog\&g’ WNO-
Grauit Court: F(ef\o\ﬁ Vs
Superior C%{éd \§ 6yrs
Method of Retention
Supreme Court: retention election
Court of Appeals: retention election
Grauit Court: reelection
Superior Court: reelection™
Length of Subsequent Terms
Supreme Court: 10yrs
Court of Appeals: 10yrs
Grauit Court: 6yrs
Superior Court: 6yrs
Method of Filling Interim Vacancies
Supreme Court: gubernatorial gppointrrent fromjudicial nominating commission
Court of Appeals: gubemnatorial appointrrent from judicial noninating commission
Grauit Court: gubernatorial appointrrent
Superior Court: gubernatorial appointrrent™*
When Interim Judges Stand for Election/Appointment
Supreme Court: next general election after 2 yrs in office
Court of Appeals: next general election after 2 yrs in office
Grauit Court: next general election
Superior Court: next general election
Selection of Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Court: judicial nominating commission selects
Court of Appeals: peer \ote
Grauit Court: varies by circuit

Superior Court: varies by county
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Supreme Court:

Syrs

Court of Appeals: 3yrs

Grauit Court: varies by circuit

Superior Court: varies by county

Qualifications

Supreme Court: U.S. citizen; state resident; admitted to state practice 10 yrs or served as judge of
trial court 5 yrs; mandatory retirerrent age of 75

Court of Appeals: U.S. citizen; state resident; admitted to state practice 10 yrs or served as judge of
trial court 5 yrs; mandatory retirement age of 75

Grauit Court: circuit resident; admitted to practice law in state™*

Superior Court: circuit resident; admitted to practice law in state™*

Selection and retention methods and termlengths for appellate judges and circuit court judges are prescribed by
Article 7 of the Indiana Constitution. For superior court judges, see Title 33 of the Indiana Code.

*There are three geographic districts and two statewide at-large districts.
*Hections for circuit court judges in Vanderburgh County are nonpartisan.

**In Lake and St. Joseph Counties, superior court judges are gppointed by the governor fromlists of names
submitted by local nominating commissions (except judges of the county division of the Lake County superior
court, who are elected). Judges stand for retention in the first general election held nore than two years after
their appointment. Superior court judges in Allen County run without party designation in the general election,
and vacancies are filled by the governor froma list of narres submritted by the Allen County judicial nominating
comission.

**Somre counties impose additional qualifications.

lowa
Number of Judgeships 5 20N
Supreme Court: 7 oembe( ’
Court of Appeals: 9 e O0 De
District Court: 116 arcnWV
15-35%%
Number of Districts/Circuits o<, NO-
Suprerme Court: cnv- 0
Court of i FYO0
District : 14 elective / 8 adnrinistrative
Geographic Basis for Selection
Supreme Court: statewide
Court of Appeals: statewide
District Court: district
Method of Selection (full term)
Supreme Court: gubernatorial appointrrent through norrinating cormmission
Court of Appeals: gubernatorial appointrment through nominating commission
District Court: gubernatorial appointrrent through norrinating cormmission
Length of Term
Supreme Court: at least 1yr
Court of Appeals: at least 1yr
District Court: at least 1yr
Method of Retention
Supreme Court: retention election
Court of Appedls: retention election
District Court: retention election

Length of Subsequent Terms

Supreme Court: 8yrs
Court of Appeals: 6yrs
District Court: 6yrs

Method of Filling Interim Vacancies
Supreme Court: gubernatorial appointrrent through norrinating commission
Court of Appeals: gubernatorial appointrrent through nominating cormmission
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When Interim Judges Stand for Election/Appointment

Supreme Court: next general election after 1 yr in office
Court of Appeals: next general election after 1 yr in office
District Court: next general election after 1 yr in office
Selection of Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Court: peer vote
Court of Appeals: peer vote
District Court: suprerme court selects
Term of Office for Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Court: 8yrs
Court of Appeals: 2yrs
District Court: 2yrs
Qualifications
Supreme Court: licensed in state and merber of lowa bar; resident of state; maximumage of 72
Court of Appeals: licensed in state and menber of lowa bar; resident of state; maximumage of 72
District Court: licensed in state and merrber of lowa bar; resident of district; maximnumage of 72

Selection and retention methods and termlengths are prescribed by Article V of the lowa Constitution and
Chapter 46 of the lowa Code.

Note: The Unified Trial Court Act of 1973 established a unified trial court, the district court. The act abolished
more than 500 justice of the peace courts, 899 mayor’s courts, 14 municipal courts, and 34 police courts. In
addition to district court judges, the unified district court includes district associate judges, associate juvenile
judges, associate probate judges, and judicial megistrates who exercise varying degrees of limited jurisdiction. For
exanple, district associate judges hear serious misdermeanor cases of $10,000 or less, associate juvenile judges are
limited to juvenile court metters, associate probate judges are limited to probate metters, and judicial megistrates
hear sinple misdermeanor cases of $4,000 or less within their county of residence. Currently, &heig are 116 district

court judges, 67 district associate judges, and 133 megistrates. et
on Dec®
Karszs 990 af cnw ed
15-3
Number of Judgeships Jone o NO-
Supreme Court: © “Oﬁ N.
Court of an T
District . 167
Number of Districts/Circuits
Supreme Court: -
Court of Appeals: -
District Court: 31
Geographic Basis for Selection
Supreme Court: statewide
Court of Appeals: statewide
District Court: district
Method of Selection (full term)
Supreme Court: gubernatorial gppointrrent fromnorminating commission
Court of Appeals: gubernatorial appointrrent with senate confirmation
District Court: gubernatorial gppointrrent fromnorminating commission (17 districts); partisan
election (14 districts)
Length of Term
Supreme Court: 1yr
Court of Appeals: 1yr
District Court: 1yr; 4yrs
Method of Retention
Supreme Court: retention election
Court of Appeals: retention election
District Court: retention election; reelection
Length of Subsequent Terms

Supreme Court: 6yrs
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i 4yrs; 4

Method of Filling Interim Vacancies

Supreme Court: gubernatorial appointrrent fromnominating commission
Court of Appeals: gubernatorial appointrrent with senate confirmation
District Court: gubernatorial appointrrent fromnomminating commission; gubernatorial appointrrent
When Interim Judges Stand for Election/Appointment
Supreme Court: next general election after at least 1 yr in office
Court of Appeals: next general election after at least 1 yr in office
District Court: next general election after at least 1 yr in office; next general election
Selection of Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Court: seniority
Court of Appeals: supreme court
District Court: suprerre court
Term of Office for Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Court: indefinite
Court of Appeals: indefinite
District Court: 2yrs
Qualifications
Supreme Court: 30-70 yrs old; 10 yrs active and continuous practice of law in state
Court of Appeals: 30-70 yrs old; 10 yrs active and continuous practice of law in state
District Court: state and district resident; meximumage is 70; merrber in good standing of state bar
>5years

Selection and retention methods and termlengths are prescribed by Article 3 of the Kansas Constitution and
Chapter 20 of the Kansas Statutes. 20 AT

*There are also 79 district megistrate judges who preside over the early stages of cr@and@%s%& hear limited civil
actions, and handle all juvenile cases. They are not required to be atto

a(G“N
Kentucky . 16359
ones
Number of Judgesh \lp%“oh -
Suprerme Cq@a n
Court of Appeals 14
Grauit Court: 146
Number of Districts/Circuits
Supreme Court: 7
Court of Appeals: 7
Grauit Court: 57
Geographic Basis for Selection
Supreme Court: district
Court of Appeals: district
Grauit Court: circuit
Method of Selection (full term)
Supreme Court: nonpartisan election*
Court of Appeals: nonpartisan election®
Grauit Court: nonpartisan election®
Length of Term
Supreme Court: 8yrs
Court of Appeals: 8yrs
Grauit Court: 8yrs
Method of Retention
Supreme Court: reelection
Court of Appeals: reelection
Grauit Court: reelection

Length of Subsequent Terms

Supreme Court: 8yrs
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Grauit Court: 8yrs

Method of Filling Interim Vacancies

Supreme Court: gubernatorial appointrrent fromnominating commission
Court of Appeals: gubernatorial appointrrent fromnominating commission
Grauit Court: gubernatorial appointrrent fromnorminating commission
When Interim Judges Stand for Election/Appointment
Supreme Court: *
Court of Appeals: b
Grauit Court: b
Selection of Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Court: peer wote
Court of Appeals: peer \ote
Grauit Court: peer wote
Term of Office for Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Court: 4yrs
Court of Appeals: 4yrs
Gircuit Court: 2yrs
Qualifications
Supreme Court: U.S. citizen; district resident 2 yrs; licensed to practice law 8 yrs
Court of Appeals: U.S. citizen; district resident 2 yrs; licensed to practice law 8 yrs
Grauit Court: U.S. citizen; circuit resident 2 yrs; licensed to practice law 8 yrs

Selection and retention methods and termlengths are prescribed by Sections 117, 118, and 119 of the Kentucky
Constitution.

*The two candidates receiving the highest nurber of votes in the primary election conpete KI tlzgggr‘eral

election. m\oer

Dece
*If the unexpired termends at the next annual election, the i c?s“for the remreinder of the unexpired
term If the unexpired termdoes not end at the next ion and that election is more than 3 months

away, judges are appointed until the next ek@g@oﬁﬁf e are less than 3 months until the next annual election,
the appointrrent is until the sgc\qndﬂk%géding annual election. Hlections are for the rermainder of the unexpired
v

term . grel
ciked n®
Louisiana
Number of Judgeships
Supreme Court: 7
Court of Appeals: 53
District Court: 217
Number of Districts/Circuits
Supreme Court: 7
Court of Appeals: 5
District Court: 4
Geographic Basis for Selection
Supreme Court: district
Court of Appeals: circuit/district*
District Court: district
Method of Selection (full term)
Supreme Court: partisan election™
Court of Appeals: partisan election™
District Court: partisan election™
Length of Term
Supreme Court: 10yrs
Court of Appeals: 10yrs
District Court: 6yrs
Method of Retention
Supreme Court: reelection

Court of Appeals: reelection
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Length of Subsequent Terms
Supreme Court: 10yrs
Court of Appeals: 10yrs
District Court: 6yrs
Method of Filling Interim Vacancies
Supreme Court: special election™
Court of Appeals: special election™
District Court: special election™
When Interim Judges Stand for Election/Appointment
Supreme Court: expiration of unexpired term
Court of Appeals: expiration of unexpired term
District Court: expiration of unexpired term
Selection of Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Court: seniority
Court of Appeals: seniority
District Court: peer vote
Term of Office for Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Court: duration of senvice
Court of Appeals: duration of service
District Court: varies by court
Qualifications
Supreme Court: 10 yrs state practice; 1 yr district resident; meximumage of 70
Court of Appeals: 10 yrs state practice; 1 yr district/circuit resident; meximumage of 70
District Court: 8 yrs state practice; 1 yr district resident; maximumage of 70 T

Selection and retention methods and termlengths are prescribed by Artlcle V@fé:be%‘&sma Constitution.

*Louisiana is divided into five circuits, and each circuit is dlggegm‘&iﬁstncts Judges are elected fromdistricts
or at large within their circuits. AB- 359

WNO-
*Louisiana uses a blanket pril uh@ﬁ‘ﬁc?\ all candidates appear with party labels on the primary ballot. The top
two vote getters &C\)ﬂ'ﬁéte general election.

e
*””Vacamies(t:é\re filled within one year by special election called by the governor. In the interim vacancies are
filled by supreme court appointrrent. Appointees may not run in the special election.

Maine
Number of Judgeships
Supreme Judicial Cout: 7
Superior Court: 17
Number of Districts/Circuits
Supreme Judicial Court: -
Superior Court: -
Geographic Basis for Selection
Supreme Judicial Court:  statewide
Superior Court: statewide

Method of Selection (full term)
Supreme Judicial Court:  gubernatorial appointment with senate confirmation®

Superior Court: gubernatorial gppointrrent with senate confirmation®
Length of Term
Supreme Judicial Court: 7 yrs
Superior Court: 7yrs
Method of Retention
Supreme Judicial Court:  gubernatorial reappointrrent with senate confirmation®
Superior Court: gubernatorial reappointrrent with senate confirmation*

Length of Subsequent Terms
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Superior Court: 7yrs

Method of Filling Interim Vacancies
Supreme Judicial Court:  gubernatorial appointrrent with senate confirmation®
Superior Court: gubernatorial appointrrent with senate confiration®

When Interim Judges Stand for Election/Appointment
Supreme Judicial Court:  7yrs
Superior Court: 7yrs

Selection of Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Judicial Court:  gubernatorial appointment
Superior Court: chief justice

Term of Office for Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Judicial Court: 7 yrs
Superior Court: at pleasure of Chief Justice

Qualifications
Supreme Judidial Court:  "leaned in the law
Superior Court: “learned in the law'

Selection and retention mrethods and termlengths are prescribed by Articles V and M of the Maine Constitution.

“Governor LePage established by executive order a fourteen-merber judicial selection committee to "advise [him|
about metters related to judicial appointrrents and recommend candidates to fill vacancies.” Merbers include a
representative fromthe attormey general's office and practicing attorneys. When a judicial vacancy occurs, the
governor nomminates a candidate to fill the vacancy. The legislature's joint standing committee on the judiciary
recommends by majority vote that the nomminee be confirmred or denied. The committe€'s recommendation is
reviewed by the senate and becorres final unless two thirds of the senate votes to override the recomrendation.

AT
Maryland et &
on Dec®
Number of Judgeships o archW ed
Court of Appesls: 7 15-35%°
Court of Special Appedls: 13 Oﬂes,\\\o'
Grauit Court: cre a1 3
. n
Number ofcﬁi%tricts/Circuits
Court of Appeals: -
Court of Special Appeals:  --
Grauit Court: -
Geographic Basis for Selection
Court of Appeals: circuit
Court of Special Appeals:  circuit
Grauit Court: county/city
Method of Selection (full term)
Court of Appeals: gubernatorial gppointrrent fromnorminating commission with senate confirmation
Court of Special Appeals:  gubernatorial appointment fromnominating commission with senate confirmation
Grauit Court: gubernatorial gppointrrent fromnominating commission and/or nonpartisan election
Length of Term
Court of Appeals: at least one year
Court of Spedial Appeals:  at least one year
Grauit Court: at least one year
Method of Retention
Court of Appeals: retention election
Court of Special Appeals: retention election
Grauit Court: nonpartisan election*
Length of Subsequent Terms
Court of Appeals: 10 years
Court of Special Appeals: 10 years
Grauit Court: 15 years

Method of Filling Interim Vacancies
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Court of Special Appeals:  gubernatorial appointment fromnominating cormmission with senate confirmation

Grauit Court: gubernatorial appointrrent fromnominating commission
When Interim Judges Stand for Election/Appointment
Court of Appeals: first general election at least one year after vacancy
Court of Special Appeals:  first general election at least one year after vacancy
Grauit Court: first general election at least one year after vacancy
Selection of Chief Judge/Justice
Court of Appeals: designated by governor
Court of Special Appeals:  designated by governor
Grauit Court: seniority
Term of Office for Chief Judge/Justice
Court of Appedls: indefinite
Court of Special Appeals:  indefinite
Grcuit Court: N/A
Qualifications
Court of Appeals: U.S. and state citizen; registered to vote in state elections; state resident 5 yrs;
circuit resident 6 mmos; 30 yrs of age; state bar merrber; mendatory retirerrent age
of 70

Court of Special Appeals:  U.S. and state citizen; registered to vote in state elections; state resident 5 yrs;
circuit resident 6 mmos; 30 yrs of age; state bar merrber; mendatory retirerrent age
of 70

Grauit Court: U.S. and state citizen; registered to vote in state elections; state resident 5 yrs;
circuit resident 6 mmos; 30 yrs of age; state bar merrber; mendatory retirerrent age
of 70

Selection and retention methods and termlengths are prescribed by Article IV of the Maryland %}ﬁtution and

Executive Order 01.01.2007.08. e A,
*The names of incunmbent judges and challengers appear without g\gg@ﬁhméa %ﬁ%oth the Republican and
Derrocratic primary ballots. The top votegetters in each %gg@m e in the general election. Ballots do not
denote incurrbents. o AB-D
3 Ones,
Massachusetts = ench N-
qed 0

Number ofC Judgeships

Supreme Judicial Cout: 7

Appeals Court: 5

Superior Court: &
Number of Districts/Circuits

Supreme Judicial Court: -

Appeals Court: -

Superior Court: -
Geographic Basis for Selection

Supreme Judicial Court:  statewide

Appeals Court: statewide

Superior Court: statewide

Method of Selection (full term)
Supreme Judicial Court:  gubernatorial appointment with approval of governor's council*

Appeals Court: gubernatorial gppointrrent fromnorminating commission with gpproval of governor’s
council*
Superior Court: gubernatorial appointrrent fromnorminating commrission with approval of governor's
council*
Length of Term
Supreme Judicial Court: toage 70
Appeals Court: toage /0
Superior Court: toage /0
Method of Retention

Supreme Judicial Court: N/A
Appeals Court: N/A
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Length of Subsequent Terms
Supreme Judicial Court:  N/A
Appeals Court: N/A
Superior Court: N/A

Method of Filling Interim Vacancies
Supreme Judicial Court:  gubernatorial appointment with governor’s council approval®*

Appeals Court: gubernatorial gppointrrent fromnorminating commission with governor’s council
approval*

Superior Court: gubernatorial appointrrent fromnorminating commission with govermor's council
approval”

When Interim Judges Stand for Election/Appointment
Supreme Judicial Court:  N/A
Appeals Court: N/A
Superior Court: N/A

Selection of Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Judicial Court:  gubernatorial appointrent with governor’s council approval*

Appeals Court: gubernatorial appointrrent fromnominating commission with governor’s council
approval*
Superior Court: selected by chief justice for administration and menagerment

Term of Office for Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Judicial Cout:  toage 70

Appeals Court: toage 70
Superior Court: 5years
Qualifications AT
Supreme Judidial Court:  mandatory retirenent age of 70 o A, 20
Appeals Court: U.S. citizen; state resident; state bar menber ing@d%fﬁ%ng; 13 yrs legal
experience and training™; rrmdato% i t age of 70
Superior Court: U.S. citizen; state res%d;\grw&gar menber in good standing; 10 yrs legal
expen'encg g'qtyaii\l g™, mandatory retirerrent age of 70
one=
Selection and retenti @m&ﬁ a%sd termlengths are prescribed by Part I, Chapters Il and lll of the
Massachusetts: Gonstitution and Becutive Order 500.

*The nominating commission screens applicants for the supremre judicial court at the governor's discretion. The
governor's council, also referred to as the executive council, is a constitutionally authorized body that advises the
governor on Massachusetts affairs. The eight-merrber council is elected annually by the voters of the
Commonwealth.

*These qualifications are prescribed in Executive Order 500.

Michigan
Number of Judgeships
Supreme Court: 7
Court of Appeals: 28
Grauit Court: 1
Number of Districts/Circuits
Supreme Court: -
Court of Appeals: 4
Grauit Court: 57
Geographic Basis for Selection
Supreme Court: statewide
Court of Appeals: district
Grauit Court: circuit
Method of Selection (full term)
Supreme Court: partisan norrination; nonpartisan election™+
Court of Appeals: nonpartisan election™+
Grauit Court: nonpartisan election™+

Length of Term
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Court of Appeals: 6yrs
Grauit Court: 6yrs

Method of Retention
Supreme Court: reelection
Court of Appeals: reelection
Grauit Court: reelection
Length of Subsequent Terms
Supreme Court: 8yrs
Court of Appeals: 6yrs
Grauit Court: 6yrs
Method of Filling Interim Vacancies
Supreme Court: gubernatorial appointrrent™
Court of Appeals: gubematorial appointrrent™
Grauit Court: gubernatorial appointrrent™
When Interim Judges Stand for Election/Appointment
Supreme Court: next general election; senve remeinder of unexpired term
Court of Appeals: next general election; serve rermainder of unexpired term
Grauit Court: next general election; senve remeinder of unexpired term
Selection of Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Court: peer ote
Court of Appeals: supreme court appointrrent
Grauit Court: suprerre court appointrrent

Term of Office for Chief Judge/Justice

Supreme Court: 2yrs 20,\«{

Court of Appeals: 2yrs e’ A,

Grauit Court: 2yrs gon Dece

NN
Qualifications _35990 are

Supreme Court: qualified el%ct@rolic@sed to practice law in state; 5 yrs practice of law; less than
s '

Court of Appeal&:.m F(G“CYC\;Jdiﬁed elector of district; licesed to practice law in state; 5 yrs practice of law;

c\e less than 70 yrs of age

Grauit Court: qualified elector of circuit; licensed to practice law in state; 5 yrs practice of law;

less than 70 yrs of age

Selection and retention methods and termlengths are prescribed by Article M of the Michigan Constitution.

*Candidates for open seats on the suprerre court or who want to challenge incunbent justices must be
nominated at party conventions or by nominating petition. Incumbent justices nay file an affidavit of candidacy,
asking to be placed on the ballot. Candidates for other courts are nominated in nonpartisan primary elections or
by norminating petition. Incurrbent judges ray file an affidavit of candidacy. Candidates appear without party
affiliation on the general election ballot, with incurrbent judges designated as such.

*The standing committee on judicial qualifications of the State Bar of Michigan interviews, evaluates, and rates
candidates for appointrrent to judicial vacancies as requested by the governor and subiits a confidential report
to the governor.

+Hncurmbency is designated on the ballot by including the current title of the judge up for reelection. The
elections are also marked as incunmbent positions.

Minnesota

Number of Judgeships
Supreme Court: 7
Court of Appeals: 16
District Court: 289

Number of Districts/Circuits
Supreme Court: -
Court of Appeals: -
District Court: 10

Geographic Basis for Selection
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Court of Appeals: statewide
District Court: district

Method of Selection (full term)

Supreme Court: nonpartisan election*+
Court of Appeals: nonpartisan election®+
District Court: nonpartisan election™+
Length of Term
Supreme Court: 6yrs
Court of Appeals: 6yrs
District Court: 6yrs
Method of Retention
Supreme Court: reelection
Court of Appedls: reelection
District Court: reelection
Length of Subsequent Terms
Supreme Court: 6yrs
Court of Appeals: 6yrs
District Court: 6yrs
Method of Filling Interim Vacancies
Supreme Court: gubernatorial appointrrent
Court of Appeals: gubernatorial appointrrent
District Court: gubernatorial appointrrent fromnorminating commission
When Interim Judges Stand for Election/Appointment
Supreme Court: next general election more than 1 yr after appointrrent T
Court of Appeals: next general election nmore than 1 yr after appointrrent er A, 2
District Court: next general election nmore than 1 yr after a%q\)im
W
Selection of Chief Judge/Justice 5_35990 af
Supreme Court: nonpattisawselecﬁoﬂ
Court of Appeals: er@ibrial appointrrent

District Court: . - 7r€"“peer vote
Sed 10

Term of Office for Chief Judge/Justice

Supreme Court: 6yrs
Court of Appeals: 3yrs
District Court: 2yrs

Qualifications
Supreme Court: "learned in the law;" mendatory retirement at 70
Court of Appeals: “learned in the law;" mendatory retirement at 70
District Court: "learned in the law;" mendatory retirement at 70

Selection and retention methods and termlengths are prescribed by Article M of the Minnesota Constitution.

*The two candidates receiving the nost votes in the primary election are placed on the ballot for the general
election.

+Incurbency is designated on the ballot by the word 'Incurrbent’ underneath the nae of the current judge in
the position up for reelection.

Mississippi

Number of Judgeships
Supreme Court: 9
Court of Appedls: 10
Grauit Court: 51

Number of Districts/Circuits
Supreme Court: 3
Court of Appeals: 5
Grauit Court: 2

Geographic Basis for Selection
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Court of Appeals: district
Girauit Court: district

Method of Selection (full term)

Supreme Court: nonpartisan election*
Court of Appeals: nonpartisan election*
Grauit Court: nonpartisan election*
Length of Term
Supreme Court: 8yrs
Court of Appeals: 8yrs
Grauit Court: 4yrs
Method of Retention
Supreme Court: reelection
Court of Appedls: reelection
Grauit Court: reelection
Length of Subsequent Terms
Supreme Court: 8yrs
Court of Appeals: 8yrs
Grauit Court: 4yrs
Method of Filling Interim Vacancies
Supreme Court: gubernatorial appointrment
Court of Appeals: gubernatorial appointrrent
Grauit Court: gubernatorial appointrment
When Interim Judges Stand for Election/Appointment
Supreme Court: * T
Court of Appeals: . (A2
e
Grauit Court: next general election held nore than 9 nmos occurs
. . . 2\ cnW
Selection of Chief Judge/Justice 5_35990
Supreme Court: seniority . No- A
Court of Appeals: ‘&hje_f\j@h%e appoints
Grauit Court: |, | 1€ seniority
cie
Term of Office for Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Court: duration of service
Court of Appeals: 4yrs
Grauit Court: duration of senvice
Qualifications
Supreme Court: practicing attorney 5 yrs; minimumage of 30; state citizen 5 yrs
Court of Appeals: practicing attorney 5 yrs; minimumage of 30; state citizen 5 yrs
Grauit Court: practicing attorney 5 yrs; minimumage of 26; state citizen 5 yrs; district resident

Selection and retention methods and termlengths are prescribed by Article 6 of the Mississippi Constitution and
Section 945 of the Mississippi Code.

*Judicial candidates run in the general election. If no candidate receives a majority of the vote, a runoff election
between the top two candidates is held.

*According to a law passed in 2002, an appointee senves out the remeinder of the unexpired termif four years or
less remain on the term If more than four years rerrain, the appointee runs in the next general election held
more than nine months after the vacancy occurs and then senves the rerreinder of the term

Missouri

Number of Judgeships
Supreme Court: 7
Court of Appeals: 32
Grauit Court: 141
Grauit Court (Kansas Gty, -
Springfield, St. Louis)*:

Number of Districts/Circuits
Supreme Court: 1
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Grauit Court: 5

Grauit Court (Kansas Gty, -
Springfield, St. Louis)*:

Geographic Basis for Selection
Supreme Court: statewide
Court of Appeals: district
Grauit Court: circuit
Grauit Court (Kansas Gty, "

Springfield, St. Louis)*:

Method of Selection (full term)

Supreme Court: gubernatorial gppointrrent fromnorminating commission
Court of Appeals: gubernatorial appointrrent fromnominating commission
Grauit Court: partisan election
Grauit Court (Kansas Gity, gubernatorial appointrrent fromnonrinating commission
Springfield, St. Louis)*;
Length of Term
Supreme Court: 1-3yrs
Court of Appeals: 1-3yrs
Grauit Court: 6yrs
Grauit Court (Kansas Gty, "
Springfield, St. Louis)*:
Method of Retention
Supreme Court: retention election
Court of Appeals: retention election
Grauit Court: reelection
Grauit Court (Kansas Gity, retention election oA T
Springfield, St. Louis): et &2
pece™
Length of Subsequent Terms ccniv ed O°
Supreme Court: 12yrs 5_35990 a
Court of Appeals: 2ys o
Gravit Court: 6 yrsJONe™
Graiit Court lmmﬁf,‘o '
Springfield, St. Louis)*:
Method of Filling Interim Vacancies
Supreme Court: gubernatorial appointrrent fromnominating commission
Court of Appeals: gubernatorial appointrrent fromnorminating commission
Grauit Court: gubernatorial appointrrent
Grauit Court (Kansas Gity, gubernatorial appointrrent fromnonrinating commission
Springfield, St. Louis)*:
When Interim Judges Stand for Election/Appointment
Supreme Court: next general election after 1 yr in office
Court of Appeals: next general election after 1 yr in office
Grauit Court: next general election
Grauit Court (Kansas Gity, next general election after 1 yr in office
Springfield, St. Louis)*:
Selection of Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Court: rotation with peer vote™*
Court of Appeals: rotation with peer vote
Grauit Court: elected by circuit and associate judges fromanong circuit judges
Grauit Court (Kansas Gty, "
Springfield, St. Louis)*;
Term of Office for Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Court: 2yrs
Court of Appeals: 2yrs
Grauit Court: 2yrs
Grauit Court (Kansas Gty, "
Springfield, St. Louis)*:

Qualifications
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30; mendatory retirerrent age of 70
Court of Appeals: U S. c1t12en 15 yrs; district resident; qualified state voter 9 yrs; licensed to practice
in state; minimumage of 30; mendatory retirement age of 70
Grauit Court: U.S. citizen 10 yrs; qualified state voter 3 yrs; circuit resident 1 yr; licensed to
practice in state; minimumage of 30; mandatory retiremment age of 70
Grauit Court (Kansas Gty, "
Springfield, St. Louis)*:

Selection and retention methods and termlengths are prescribed by Article V of the Missouri Constitution.

*The constitution establishes a merit selection process for circuit and associate circuit judges in the city of St.
Louis and in Jackson County (Kansas Gity). The constitution also provides that, in other circuits, merit selection
may be adopted with the approval of a majority of circuit voters. The question is submitted to the voters of a
judicial circuit at the next general election upon the filing of a petition signed by 10% of the voters of each
county in the circuit who voted in the last gubernatorial election. The question may not be subrritted to voters
more often than every four years. Merit selection has been adopted in this way in Qay, Platte, St. Louis, and
Greene Counties. In circuits that have already nmoved to merit selection, it may be discontinued through the sare
process.

*The circuit court consists of six divisions: a circuit division, an associate division, a probate division, a municipal
division, a juvenile division, and a family court division. The circuit division exercises jurisdiction over all civil and
criminal cases and is served by 135 circuit judges. The rerraining divisions are served by circuit judges in
conjunction with 175 associate circuit judges, 331 municipal judges, and various comissioners. Associate circuit
judges are appointed in the same manner as circuit judges and senve four-year terms. Municipal judges are
elected or appointed according to city ordinance or charter and serve tems of at least two years. Commissioners
are gppointed by circuit judges, usually to four-year tems.

**By tradition, the court elects the rmost senior justice who has not yet held the position.

Montana
Number of Judgeships A 2ONT
Supreme Court: 7 o cermv®
District Court: ¥| ed O O
arct
Number of Districts/Circuits »\5!35990
Supreme Court: - joﬂes’No'
District Court:
Fren®
awn
Geographlf‘%aﬂs for Selection
Supreme Court: statewide
District Court: district
Method of Selection (full term)
Supreme Court: nonpartisan election*
District Court: nonpartisan election*
Length of Term
Supreme Court: 8yrs
District Court: 6yrs
Method of Retention
Supreme Court: reelection
District Court: reelection
Length of Subsequent Terms
Supreme Court: 8yrs
District Court: 6yrs
Method of Filling Interim Vacancies
Supreme Court: gubernatorial gppointrrent fromnorminating commission with senate confirmation
District Court: gubernatorial appointrrent fromnorminating commrission with senate confirmation
When Interim Judges Stand for Election/Appointment
Supreme Court: hold office for rerrainder of unexpired term
District Court: hold office for rerrainder of unexpired term

Selection of Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Court: nonpartisan election
District Court: seniority/rotation
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Term of Office for Chief Judge/Justice

Supreme Court:
District Court:

Qualifications

Supreme Court:
District Court:

8yrs
duration of service/1 yr

U.S. citizen; state resident 2 yrs; admitted to practice law in Montana for at least 5
years prior to date of appointment/election

U.S. citizen; state resident 2 yrs; district resident; admitted to practice lawin
Montana for at least 5 yrs prior to date of appointrment

*The two candidates receiving the rrost votes in the primary election run in the general election. If an incurrbent
judge is unopposed, voters are asked whether the judge should be retained in office.

Nebraska
Number of Judgeships
Supreme Court: 7
Court of Appedls: 6
District Court: 55
Number of Districts/Circuits
Supreme Court: 6
Court of Appeals: 6
District Court: 12
Geographic Basis for Selection
Supreme Court: statewide (chief justice); district (associate justices)
Court of Appeals: district
District Court: district

Method of Selection (full term)

1
e’ A 0

Supreme Court: gubernatorial gppointrrent fromnominating com@’séioa
Court of Appeals: gubernatorial appointrrent from nonc’R(ma@ &hrmission
District Court: gbernatorial appointrent o RArinating commission
D
Length of Term yones:
Supreme Court: F(ef\o‘%t\{éast 3yrs
Court of Appials: " at least 3yrs
District Court: at least 3yrs
Method of Retention
Supreme Court: retention election
Court of Appeals: retention election
District Court: retention election
Length of Subsequent Terms
Supreme Court: 6yrs
Court of Appeals: 6yrs
District Court: 6yrs

Method of Filling Interim Vacancies

Supreme Court:
Court of Appeals:
District Court:

gubernatorial appointrrent fromnorminating commission
gubernatorial gppointrrent fromnominating commission
gubernatorial appointrrent fromnorminating commission

When Interim Judges Stand for Election/Appointment

Supreme Court:
Court of Appedls:
District Court:

next general election after 3 yrs in office
next general election after 3 yrs in office
next general election after 3 yrs in office

Selection of Chief Judge/Justice

Supreme Court:
Court of Appeals:
District Court:

gubernatorial appointrrent fromnomminating commission
peer vote with supreme court gpproval
peer \ote

Term of Office for Chief Judge/Justice

Supreme Court:
Court of Appeals:

duration of service
2yrs
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Qualifications

Supreme Court: U.S. citizen; > 3 yrs state resident; district resident; minimumage of 30; > 5yrs
state practice; state bar menber

Court of Appeals: U.S. citizen; state resident; minimumage of 30; > 5 yrs state practice; state bar
menber

District Court: U.S. citizen; district resident; minimumage of 30; > 5 yrs state practice; state bar
merrber

Selection and retention methods and termlengths are prescribed by Article V of the Nebraska Constitution and
Section 24-1101 of the Nebraska Revised Statutes.

Nevada
Number of Judgeships
Supreme Court: 7
District Court: 72
Number of Districts/Circuits
Suprerme Court:
District Court: 9
Geographic Basis for Selection
Supreme Court: statewide
District Court: district
Method of Selection (full term)
Supreme Court: nonpartisan election
District Court: nonpartisan election
Length of Term A '201\’{
pel ™
Supreme Court: 6yrs Deoem
District Court: 6yrs Y ed OO
\t
0902
Method of Retention No- 75-30
Supreme Court: reelegtio®
District Gourt: ¢ conClfedlection
. \\\
NG
Length of Subsequent Terms
Supreme Court: 6yrs
District Court: 6yrs
Method of Filling Interim Vacancies
Supreme Court: gubernatorial appointrrent fromnominating commission
District Court: gubernatorial appointrrent fromnominating commission
When Interim Judges Stand for Election/Appointment
Supreme Court: next general election; senve for remeinder of unexpired term
District Court: next general election; serve for remmeinder of unexpired term
Selection of Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Court: rotates by seniority
District Court: peer vote*
Term of Office for Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Court: 2yrs
District Court: 2yrs*
Qualifications
Supreme Court: qualified elector; 2 yrs state resident; minimumage of 25; licensed and admitted to
practice lawin NV; 15 yrs licensed attorney, at least 2 in NV
District Court: qualified elector; 2 yrs state resident; district resident; minimumage of 25; licensed

and admitted to practice lawin NV; 10 yrs licensed attormey, at least 2 in NV

Selection and retention methods and termlengths are prescribed by Article 6 of the Nevada Constitution.

*A chief judge is required in districts with a population of 100,000 or more, and in such districts, chief judges are
chosen by peer vote. In other districts, a chief judge may be selected as needed.
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Number of Judgeships
Supreme Court: 5
Superior Court: 2
Number of Districts/Circuits
Supreme Court: -
Superior Court: -
Geographic Basis for Selection
Supreme Court: statewide
Superior Court: statewide
Method of Selection (full term)
Supreme Court: gubernatorial nomination fromselection commission recommendation; appointrrent
by the executive council*
Superior Court: gubernatorial nomination fromselection commission recommendation; appointrrent
by the executive council*
Length of Term
Supreme Court: toage /0
Superior Court: toage /0
Method of Retention
Supreme Court: N/A
Superior Court: N/A
Length of Subsequent Terms
Supreme Court: N/A
Superior Court: N/A . 20/\'(
el =
Method of Filling Interim Vacancies = Deoemb
Supreme Court: gubermatorial nomination fromsele&ww €6niission recommendation; appointrrent
by the executive c 15599
Superior Court: gubemato fromselection commission recomrendation; appointrrent
\ng,t he@RECtive council*
enc
When Intedh@gudges Stand for Election/Appointment
Supreme Court: N/A
Superior Court: N/A
Selection of Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Court: gubernatorial nomination fromselection commission recommendation; appointrent
by the executive council*
Superior Court: gubernatorial nomination fromselection commission recommendation; appointrrent
by the executive council*

Term of Office for Chief Judge/Justice

Supreme Court: S5yrsortoage /0
Superior Court: toage 70
Qualifications
Supreme Court: mendatory retirement age of 70
Superior Court: mandatory retirerment age of 70

Selection and retention methods and termlengths are prescribed by Articles 46 and 73 of the New Harrpshire
Constitution and Executive Order 2013-6.

*The executive council is a constitutionally authorized, five-memrber body charged with advising the governor.
Council memrbers are chosen every two years in partisan elections.

New Jersey

Number of Judgeships
Supreme Court: 7
Appellate Division, A
Superior Court:

Superior Court: 3n
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Appellate Division, -
Superior Court:
Superior Court: 15 vicinages*
Geographic Basis for Selection
Supreme Court: statewide
Appellate Division, =
Superior Court:
Superior Court: county
Method of Selection (full term)
Supreme Court: gubernatorial appointrrent with senate confirmation
Appellate Division, =
Superior Court:
Superior Court: gubernatorial appointrrent with senate confirmation™
Length of Term
Supreme Court: 7yrs
Appellate Division, -
Superior Court:
Superior Court: 7yrs
Method of Retention
Supreme Court: gubernatorial reappointrrent with senate confirmation
Appellate Division, -
Superior Court:
Superior Court: gubernatorial reappointrrent with senate confirmation
Length of Subsequent Terms o7
Supreme Court: until age 70 e A2
Appellate Division, - a0ece™
Superior Court: a‘_c\ﬂ'\\jed )
Superior Court: until age 70 \ 5_35990
0.
Method of Filling Interim Vag_and@?s’ b
Supremre Court:, . F(G“GYQJMoﬁd reappointrent with senate confirmation
Appelizte DiViSon,  *
Superior Court:
Superior Court: gubernatorial reappointrrent with senate confirmation
When Interim Judges Stand for Election/Appointment
Supreme Court: 7yrs
Appellate Division, *
Superior Court:
Superior Court: 7yrs
Selection of Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Court: gubernatorial appointrrent with senate confirmation
Appellate Division, designated by chief justice
Superior Court:
Superior Court: designated by chief justice
Term of Office for Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Court: duration of service
Appellate Division, indefinite
Superior Court:
Superior Court: indefinite
Qualifications
Supreme Court: admitted to state practice for 10 yrs; mendatory retirement age of 70
Appellate Division, -
Superior Court:
Superior Court: admitted to state practice for 10 yrs; mendatory retirement age of 70

Selection and retention methods and termlengths are prescribed by Article M, Section V1 of the New Jersey
Constitution.
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21 counties. A vicinage consists of one county in more populous areas and two or three counties in ess populous
aress.

*The chief justice of the supreme court assigns superior court judges to the appellate division. Such assignments
are for fixed terms.

**According to Executive Order #36, Governor Christie utilizes a judicial advisory panel in screening potential
nominees for superior court judgeships. The judicial advisory panel is composed of up to seven merrbers, at least
five of whommusst be retired judges and no more than two of whommay be non-lawyers or non-practicing
lawyers. Panel menbers sene five-year tems.

According to a conpact with the governor, the judicial and prosecutorial appointrrents committee of the New
Jersey State Bar Association conducts a confidential review of potential candidates for appointment and
reappointmment to the courts and rates themas “qualified” or “not qualified.” In most counties, senators allow
county bar associations to be involved in identifying and screening potential judicial candidates.

New Mexico
Number of Judgeships
Supreme Court: 5
Court of Appeals: 10
District Court: #
Number of Districts/Circuits
Supreme Court: -
Court of Appeals: -
District Court: 13
Geographic Basis for Selection
Supreme Court: statewide
Court of Appeals: statewide
District Court: district 5, 20N
e’ ™
: pece
Method of Selection (full term) | yed of
Supreme Court: partisan election® 5990 arch
Court of Appeals: partisan electippy, 45>
District Court: pzijrt_lsga‘ete%u
. F(e“o
Length of Tee \t
Supreme Court: remeinder of unexpired tem
Court of Appedls: remainder of unexpired tern
District Court: remeinder of unexpired tem
Method of Retention
Supreme Court: retention election™
Court of Appeals: retention election™
District Court: retention election™
Length of Subsequent Terms
Supreme Court: 8yrs
Court of Appeals: 8yrs
District Court: 6yrs
Method of Filling Interim Vacancies
Supreme Court: gubernatorial gppointrrent fromnominating commission
Court of Appeals: gubernatorial appointrrent fromnominating commrission
District Court: gubernatorial gppointrrent fromnorminating commission
When Interim Judges Stand for Election/Appointment
Supreme Court: next general election®
Court of Appeals: next general election*
District Court: next general election®
Selection of Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Court: peer vote™
Court of Appeals: peer \ote
District Court: varies by district

Term of Office for Chief Judge/Justice
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Court of Appeals: 2yrs
District Court: varies by district

Qualifications

Supreme Court: minimumage of 35; 10 yrs legal practice; state resident 3 yrs
Court of Appeals: minimumage of 35; 10 yrs legal practice; state resident 3 yrs
District Court: minimumage of 35; 6 yrs legal practice; state resident 3 yrs; district resident

Selection and retention methods and termlengths are prescribed by Article VI of the New Mexico Constitution.

*All judicial vacancies are filled by the governor froma list of candidates recommended by a judicial nominating
commission. The appointee must then conpete in a partisan election at the next general election to sene the
remainder of the unexpired term

*Judges must receive at least 57% in affimrative votes to be retained.
**By tradition, the court elects the most senior justice who has not yet held the position.

New York
Number of Judgeships
Court of Appeals: 7
Appellate Division, €0
Supreme Court:
Supreme Court: 324
County Court: 125
Number of Districts/Circuits
Court of Appeals: -
Appellate Division, 4 departments
Supreme Court: 1
Supreme Court: 12 districts ot b 201
County Court: 57 counties outside NYC . pece™
yed O
Geographic Basis for Selection 3 5990 arcWV
Court of Appeals: statewide 9"
Appellate Division, statewice®>"
Supreme Court: F‘er\o‘“ v
Supreme Caxtd " district
County Court: county
Method of Selection (full term)
Court of Appeals: gubernatorial appointrrent fromnominating commission with senate consent
Appellate Division, gubernatorial appointrrent fromnorminating commission™
Supreme Court:
Supreme Court: partisan election™*
County Court: partisan election
Length of Term
Court of Appeals: 14 yrs
Appellate Division, 5yrs or through end of supreme court term whichever is shorter
Supreme Court:
Supreme Court: 14 yrs
County Court: 10yrs
Method of Retention
Court of Appeals: gubernatorial appointrrent fromnorminating commrission with senate consent
Appellate Division, gubernatorial gppointrrent fromnorminating commission™
Supreme Court:
Supreme Court: reelection
County Court: reelection
Length of Subsequent Terms
Court of Appedls: 14yrs
Appellate Division, S5yrs
Supreme Court:
Supreme Court: 14yrs

County Court: 10yrs
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Appellate Division, gubernatorial appointrrent fromnominating commission™
Supreme Court:
Supreme Court: gubernatorial appointrrent fromnorminatng commission with senate consent
County Court: gubernatorial appointrrent fromnominating commission with senate consent
When Interim Judges Stand for Election/Appointment
Court of Appeals: 14yrs
Appellate Division, sene 5 yrs or through end of suprerre court term whichever is shorter
Supreme Court:
Supreme Court: next general election more than 3 nonths after vacancy
County Court: next general election nmore than 3 nonths after vacancy
Selection of Chief Judge/Justice
Court of Appeals: gubernatorial appointrrent fromnorrinating commrission with senate consent
Appellate Division, gubernatorial gppointrrent fromnorminating commission
Supreme Court:
Supreme Court: o
County Court: oo
Term of Office for Chief Judge/Justice
Court of Appeals: 14yrs
Appellate Division, senves through end of supreme court term
Supreme Court:
Supreme Court: e
County Court: e
Qualifications
Court of Appeals: state resident; state practice > 10 yrs; mandatory retirement age of 70
Appellate Division, state resident; state practice > 10 yrs; minimumage of 18; mandatory retirement ae
Supreme Court: of 0 4,200
Supreme Court: state resident; state practice > 10 yrs; nininuw@%@éf&q?mdatory retiremrent
age of 70 yed ©
County Court: state resident; county resident ﬁfa?g \;;’ractice > 5 yrs; minimumage of 18;
mendatory rset\@geﬁ of 70
(:=3]
Selection and retenti aﬁsd0 {\erm lengths are prescribed by Article V1 of the New York Constitution and
by Executive g@ﬂ Ro. 15.

*The presiding justice of each appellate division must be a resident of the departrrent.
* Justices of the appellate division are chosen fromall justices elected to the suprerre court.
**Candidates are chosen at partisan nominating conventions.

**The chief administrative judge of New York appoints one deputy chief administrative judge to supervise the
trial courts of New York City and one to supervise trial courts outside New York Gity. Administrative judges are
also assigned in each judicial district and in each of the major New York Gity courts.

North Garolina
Number of Judgeships
Supreme Court: 7
Court of Appeals: 15
Superior Court: %
Number of Districts/Circuits
Supreme Court: -
Court of Appeals: -
Superior Court: 65
Geographic Basis for Selection
Supreme Court: statewide
Court of Appeals: statewide
Superior Court: district
Method of Selection (full term)
Supreme Court: partisan election
Court of Appeals: partisan election

Superior Court: nonpartisan election
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Supreme Court: 8

yrs
Court of Appeals: 8yrs
Superior Court: 8yrs
Method of Retention
Supreme Court: reelection
Court of Appeals: reelection
Superior Court: reelection
Length of Subsequent Terms
Supreme Court: 8yrs
Court of Appeals: 8yrs
Superior Court: 8yrs
Method of Filling Interim Vacancies
Supreme Court: gubernatorial appointrrent
Court of Appeals: gubernatorial gppointrrent
Superior Court: merit selection
When Interim Judges Stand for Election/Appointment
Supreme Court: next general election more than 60 days after vacancy occurred
Court of Appeals: next general election more than 60 days after vacancy occurred
Superior Court: next general election more than 60 days after vacancy occurred; serve rermainder
of unexpired term
Selection of Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Court: nonpartisan election
Court of Appeals: chief justice appoints
Superior Court: seniority
. . ) 20N T
Term of Office for Chief Judge/Justice per &
Suprerme Court: 8yrs o Deoem
Court of Appeals: indefinite yived ©
. . . e\
Superior Court: indefinite ,\5_35990
Qualifications Jones:

N .
Supreme Court: n T er‘C‘(l}censed to practice law in state; mendatory retirerrent age of 72
Court of An&%: licensed to practice law in state; mandatory retirerrent age of 72
Superior Court: licensed to practice law in state; mandatory retirement age of 72

Selection and retention methods and termlengths are prescribed by Article IV of the North Carolina Constitution.

*The superior court is also divided into eight divisions. Every six months, superior court judges rotate among the
districts within their division

North Dakota
Number of Judgeships
Supreme Court: 5
Court of Appeals: *
District Court: Q
Number of Districts/Circuits
Supreme Court:
Court of Appeals:
District Court: 7
Geographic Basis for Selection
Supreme Court: statewide
Court of Appeals:
District Court: district
Method of Selection (full term)
Supreme Court: nonpartisan election™
Court of Appeals: chosen fromarmong active and retired district judges, retired supreme court
justices, and attorneys
District Court: nonpartisan election™

I anath Af Tarm
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Court of Appeals: upto1yr

District Court: 6yrs
Method of Retention
Supreme Court: reelection
Court of Appeals:
District Court: reelection
Length of Subsequent Terms
Supreme Court: 10yrs
Court of Appeals:
District Court: 6yrs
Method of Filling Interim Vacancies
Supreme Court: gubernatorial gppointrrent fromnorminating commission™*
Court of Appeals:
District Court: gubernatorial gppointrrent fromnorminating commission™*
When Interim Judges Stand for Election/Appointment
Supreme Court: next general election after 2 yrs in office; hold office for remainder of unexpired
term
Court of Appeals:
District Court: next general election after 2 yrs in office; hold office for rerrainder of unexpired
term

Selection of Chief Judge/Justice

Supreme Court: selected by judges of supreme court and district courts

Court of Appeals:

District Court: elected by judges in each district 1

201

Term of Office for Chief Judge/Justice o Ceﬂ\be( &y

Supreme Court: 5yrs ed on O

Cr‘)u'? of Appeals: 5090 arcW

District Court: 3yrs o AB-D

. Jones

Qualifications oncv Y

Supreme Ca(!é'd wn Ff U.S. and state citizen; licensed attorney

Court of Apeals:

District Court: U.S. and state citizen; licensed attorney

Selection and retention mrethods and termlengths are prescribed by Article M of the North Dekota Constitution.
“Cases assigned to the court of appeals by the supreme court are heard by three-judge panels.

*The two candidates receiving the highest nunber of votes in the primary election run in the general election,
provided that each candidate receives at least as many votes as the nunber of signatures required to be placed
on the primary ballot.

**1n the alternative, the governor may call a special election to fill the vacancy

Chio

Number of Judgeships
Supreme Court: 7
Court of Appeals: 63

Court of Cormon Pleas: 391

Number of Districts/Circuits

Supreme Court: -
Court of Appeals: 12
Court of Common Pleas: 88
Geographic Basis for Selection
Supreme Court: statewide
Court of Appeals: appellate district

Court of Common Pleas:  county

Method of Selection (full term)
Supreme Court: partisan primary; nonpartisan general election
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partisan primary; nonpartisan general election

Length of Term
Supreme Court: 6yrs
Court of Appeals: 6yrs
Court of Common Pleas: 6 yrs
Method of Retention
Supreme Court: reelection
Court of Appeals: reelection
Court of Common Pleas:  reelection
Length of Subsequent Terms
Supreme Court: 6yrs
Court of Appedls: 6yrs

Court of Common Pleas: 6 yrs

Method of Filling Interim Vacancies
Supreme Court: gubematorial appointrrent®
Court of Appeals: gubernatorial appointrrent*
Court of Common Pleas:  gubernatorial appointrrent*

When Interim Judges Stand for Election/Appointment

Supreme Court: at the first general election held more than 40 days after the vacancy occurs; hold
office for rermeinder of unexpired termni™
Court of Appeals: at the first general election held nore than 40 days after the vacancy occurs; hold
office for rerreinder of unexpired term™
Court of Common Pleas:  at the first general election held more than 40 days after the vacancy occurs; hold
office for remeinder of unexpired termi™
. i . 9O T
Selection of Chief Judge/Justice ner &,
Supreme Court: popular election N pece™
Court of Appeals: peer \ote ccniv ed O
Court of Common Pleas:  peer \ote \ 5_35990 @
Term of Office for Chief Ju {%Qgemﬁlce
Suprerme Court: 0 Frent
Court of Appld:' Tyr
Court of Common Pleas:  1yr
Qualifications
Supreme Court: 6 yrs practice of law; meximumage of 70
Court of Appeals: 6 yrs practice of law; resident of district; meximumage of 70

Court of Common Pleas: 6 yrs practice of law; resident of county; meximumage of 70

Selection and retention methods and judicial termlengths are prescribed in Article 6 of the Ohio Constitution.

*In 2007, Governor Strickland created a judicial appointments recomrendation panel to evaluate the qualifications
of gpplicants for judicial vacancies and meke non-binding recommendations for appointrrent.

*When the unexpired termends within one year immediately following the next general election, the
appointrent is for the unexpired term

Cklahoma

Number of Judgeships
Supreme Court: 9
Court of Griminal Appeals: 5
Court of Givil Appeals: 12
District Court: 75

Number of Districts/Circuits
Supreme Court: 9
Court of Criminal Appeals: 5
Court of Gvil Appeals: 6
District Court: 26

Geographic Basis for Selection
Supreme Court: district
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Court of Gvil Appeals:  district
District Court: district

Method of Selection (full term)
Supreme Court: gubernatorial appointrment through nominating commission
Court of Griminal Appeals: gubernatorial appointrrent through nomrinating commission
Court of Gvil Appeals: gubernatorial appointrment through nominating commission

District Court: nonpartisan election™
Length of Term
Supreme Court: at least 1yr

Court of Criminal Appeals: at least 1yr
Court of Givil Appeals: at least 1yr

District Court: 4yrs
Method of Retention
Supreme Court: retention election

Court of Criminal Appeals: retention election
Court of Gvil Appeals: retention election
District Court: reelection

Length of Subsequent Terms
Supreme Court: 6yrs
Court of Criminal Appeals: 6yrs
Court of Gvil Appeals: 6yrs

District Court: 4yrs
Method of Filling Interim Vacancies
Supreme Court: gubernatorial appointrrent fromnominating commrission
Court of Criminal Appeals: gubernatorial appointrrent fromnonrinating commission ,201\’{
Court of Givil Appeals: gubernatorial appointrrent fromnorminating comrissiogm‘oe( A,
District Court: gubernatorial appointrrent from nomna\’?e
arct\

When Interim Judges Stand for Election/Ap, mﬁﬂ&%
Supreme Court: next €té€tion; hold office for reneinder of unexpired term
Court of Criminal Appealﬁdr\lext al election; hold office for remainder of unexpired term
Court of Gvi é@nea%:‘e next general election; hold office for remeinder of unexpired term
District : next general election; hold office for rensinder of unexpired term

Selection of Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Court: peer vote
Court of Griminal Appeals: peer vote
Court of Givil Appeals: peer \ote
District Court: peer vote

Term of Office for Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Court: 2yrs
Court of Griminal Appeals: 2yrs
Court of Givil Appeals: 1yr
District Court: 1yr

Qualifications
Supreme Court: 30 yrs of age; qualified elector in district > 1 yr; licensed to practice or judge of
court of record > 5yrs
Court of Griminal Appeals: 30 yrs of age; qualified elector in district > 1 yr; licensed to practice or judge of

court of record > 5 yrs

Court of Gvil Appeals: qualified elector in district > 1 yr; licensed to practice or judge of court of record
>4 wrs

District Court: qualified elector in district > 1 yr; licensed to practice or judge of court of record
>4 yrs

Selection and retention methods and termlengths are prescribed by Articles 7 and 7B of the Oklahoma
Constitution and Title 20, Section 30-18 of the Oklahorra Statutes.

*Nurrber does not include district associate judges and special judges.

*A nonpartisan primary is held if more than two candidates file for a district court judgeship. If a candidate wins a
majority of votes in the primary, the candidate is elected and does not run in the general election.
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Number of Judgeships
Supreme Court: 7
Court of Appeals: 10
Grauit Court: 173
Number of Districts/Circuits
Supreme Court: -
Court of Appeals: -
Grauit Court: 27
Geographic Basis for Selection
Supreme Court: statewide
Court of Appeals: statewide
Grauit Court: district
Method of Selection (full term)
Supreme Court: nonpartisan election™+
Court of Appedls: nonpartisan election™+
Grauit Court: nonpartisan election™+
Length of Term
Supreme Court: 6yrs
Court of Appeals: 6yrs
Grauit Court: 6yrs
Method of Retention
Supreme Court: reelection
Court of Appeals: reelection
Grauit Court: reelection s oONT
|
Length of Subsequent Terms g on Dece
Supreme Court: 6yrs 90 a(ch\\le
Court of Appeals: 6yrs \ 5359
Grauit Court: 63’“30(\95,“\0‘
cn V-
Method of Fil iagdn?éﬁ(rh Vacancies
Supreme : gubernatorial appointrrent
Court of Appeals: gubernatorial appointrrent
Grauit Court: gubernatorial appointrrent
When Interim Judges Stand for Election/Appointment
Supreme Court: next general election more than 60 days after appointrrent
Court of Appeals: next general election more than 60 days after appointrrent
Grauit Court: next general election nore than 60 days after appointrent
Selection of Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Court: peer vote
Court of Appeals: chief justice appoints
Grauit Court: chief justice appoints
Term of Office for Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Court: 6yrs
Court of Appeals: 2yrs
Grauit Court: 2yrs
Qualifications
Supreme Court: U.S. citizen; state resident 3 yrs; state bar merrber; mandatory retirerrent age of 75
Court of Appeals: elector of county of residence; state bar merrber; mandatory retirerrent age of 75
Grauit Court: U.S. citizen; state resident 3 yrs; circuit resident 1 yr; state bar menber; mandatory

retirerent age of 75

Selection and retention methods and termlengths are prescribed by Article VIl (Amended) of the
Oregon Constitution.

*The two candidates receiving the greatest nurrber of votes in the primary election conpete in the general
election.
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the position up for reelection.

Pennsylvania
Number of Judgeships
Supreme Court: 7
Superior Court: 15

Commonwealth Court: 9
Court of Common Pleas: 439

Number of Districts/Circuits
Supreme Court: 1
Superior Court: 1
Commonwealth Court: 1
Court of Coomon Pleas: €0

Geographic Basis for Selection
Supreme Court: statewide
Superior Court: statewide

Commonwealth Court: statewide
Court of Common Pleas:  district

Method of Selection (full term)
Supreme Court: partisan election®
Superior Court: partisan election®
Commonwealth Court: partisan election®
Court of Common Pleas:  partisan election®

Length of Term
Supreme Court: 10yrs ,201\’{
Superior Court: 10yrs embe( A,
Commonwealth Court: 10yrs g on e’
Court of Common Pleas: ~ 10yrs 5990 a(O‘(\\\Je
-3
Method of Retention AB
Supreme Court: %ﬂ elect10n

Superior 50 F‘e“ retention election
Court: retention election
Court of Common Pleas:  retention election

Length of Subsequent Terms
Supreme Court: 10yrs
Superior Court: 10yrs

Commonwealth Court: 10yrs
Court of Common Pleas:  10yrs

Method of Filling Interim Vacancies
Supreme Court: gubernatorial appointrrent with two-thirds senate approval
Superior Court: gubernatorial appointrrent with two-thirds senate approval
Commonwealth Court: gubernatorial appointrrent with two-thirds senate approval
Court of Common Pleas:  gubernatorial appointrent with two-thirds senate approvel

When Interim Judges Stand for Election/Appointment

Supreme Court: next municipal election more than 10 mos after vacancy occurs or upon expiration

Superior Court: geiterrrrﬁu:icipal election more than 10 mos after vacancy occurs or upon expiration

Commonwealth Court: gfe)tte”n:a;\icipd election nore than 10 mos after vacancy occurs or upon expiration

Court of Common Pless: On;te':rﬂu;icipd election more than 10 mos after vacancy occurs or upon expiration
of term

Selection of Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Court: seniority
Superior Court: peer \ote
Commonwealth Court: peer vote
Court of Common Pleas:  seniority or peer vote
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duration of term
Superior Cout 5yrs
Commonwealth Court: 5yrs
Court of Common Pleas:  5yrs

Qualifications
Supreme Court: 1 yr state resident; meximumage of 70; state bar menber
Superior Court: 1 yr state resident; meximumage of 70; state bar merrber
Commonwealth Court: 1yr state resident; meximumage of 70; state bar merrber
Court of Common Pleas: 1 yr district resident; meximumage of 70; state bar menber

Selection and retention methods and termlengths are prescribed by Article V of the Pennsylvania Constitution.

*If more than one open seat is being filled, all of the candidates run at large and the top vote getters fill the open
seats.

*By tradition, interimappointees to the gppellate courts do not stand for election.

Rhode Island
Number of Judgeships
Supreme Court: 5
Superior Court: 2
Number of Districts/Circuits
Supreme Court: 1
Superior Court: 1
Geographic Basis for Selection
Supreme Court: statewide
Superior Court: statewide o Al 20’\’{
Method of Selection (full term) Deoem
Supreme Court: gubernatorial appointrrent fr 061 Wﬁgconmsmm with house and senate
conﬁrmatlon 359
Superior Court: c@gl qéﬁblanent fromnomminating commission with senate confirmation
‘(\
Length of Term i Frent
Supreme it life
Superior Court: life
Method of Retention
Supreme Court: N/A
Superior Court: N/A
Length of Subsequent Terms
Supreme Court: N/A
Superior Court: N/A
Method of Filling Interim Vacancies
Supreme Court: gubernatorial gppointrrent fromnominating commission with house and senate
confirmation
Superior Court: gubernatorial appointrrent fromnorminating commission with senate confirmation
When Interim Judges Stand for Election/Appointment
Supreme Court: N/A
Superior Court: N/A
Selection of Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Court: gubernatorial gppointrrent fromnominating commission with house and senate
confirmation
Superior Court: gubernatorial appointrrent fromnorminating commrission with senate confirmation
Term of Office for Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Court: life
Superior Court: life

Qualifications
Supreme Court: attorney; licensed in state; state bar merrber in good standing
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Selection and retention methods and termlengths are prescribed by Article X of the Rhode Island Constitution.

South Carolina
Number of Judgeships
Supreme Court: 5
Court of Appeals: 9
Grauit Court: 46
Number of Districts/Circuits
Supreme Court: -
Court of Appeals: -
Grauit Court: 16
Geographic Basis for Selection
Supreme Court: statewide
Court of Appedls: statewide
Grauit Court: circuit & at-large
Method of Selection (full term)
Supreme Court: legislative election
Court of Appeals: legislative election
Grauit Court: legislative election
Length of Term
Supreme Court: 10yrs
Court of Appeals: 6yrs
Grauit Court: 6yrs
1
Method of Retention ver b 201
Supreme Court: legislative reelection N pece™
Court of Appeals: legislative reelection wed ©
. s . a(Cx\
Grauit Court: legislative reelecuor)\ 5_35990
Length of Subsequent T% ms. \gones,
Supreme Gourt:, . . £re™10yrs
Court of Apéals;" 6yrs
Grauit Court: 6yrs
Method of Filling Interim Vacancies
Supreme Court: legislative election®
Court of Appeals: legislative election®
Grauit Court: legislative election®
When Interim Judges Stand for Election/Appointment
Supreme Court: upon conpletion of unexpired term
Court of Appeals: upon corrpletion of unexpired term
Grauit Court: upon conpletion of unexpired term
Selection of Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Court: legislative election
Court of Appeals: legislative election
Grauit Court: designation by chief justice of the supreme court
Term of Office for Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Court: 10yrs
Court of Appedls: 6yrs
Grauit Court: 6 months
Qualifications
Supreme Court: U.S. citizen; 3272 yrs of age; state resident 5 yrs; licensed attorney 8 yrs
Court of Appeals: U.S. citizen; 32-72 yrs old; state resident 5 yrs; licensed attomey 8 yrs
Grauit Court: U.S. citizen; 3272 yrs of age; state resident 5 yrs; licensed attorney 8 yrs

Selection and retention methods and termlengths are prescribed by Article V of the South Garolina Constitution.

*If the length of the unexpired termis less than one year, the governor may fill the vacancy.
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Number of Judgeships
Supreme Court: 5
Gircuit Court: 39
Number of Districts/Circuits
Supreme Court: 5
Grauit Court: 7
Geographic Basis for Selection
Supreme Court: district appointrrent; statewide retention
Greuit Court: circuit
Method of Selection (full term)
Supreme Court: gubernatorial appointrrent fromnominating commrission
Grauit Court: nonpartisan election*
Length of Term
Supreme Court: at least 3yrs
Grauit Court: 8yrs
Method of Retention
Supreme Court: retention election
Grauit Court: reelection
Length of Subsequent Terms
Supreme Court: 8yrs
Grauit Court: 8yrs
Method of Filling Interim Vacancies oA T
Supreme Court: gubernatorial appointrrent fromnorinating conm’ssionm\oe( A, 2
Grauit Court: gubernatorial appointrrent fromnominati cgﬂmféﬁ
arciNe
When Interim Judges Stand for Election/Ap i_gt?,ﬁ@&
Supreme Court: next general eléction’after 3 yrs in office
Gircviit Court: ol OfCE for rerainder of unexpired term
nGC!
a0 ¥
Selection af €Mef Judge/Justice
Supreme Court: peer wote
Grauit Court: chief justice appoints
Term of Office for Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Court: 4yrs
Grauit Court: at pleasure of chief justice
Qualifications
Supreme Court: U.S. citizen; state resident; voting resident within district; licensed to practice law
in state; mendatory retirerrent age of 70
Grauit Court: U.S. citizen; state resident; voting resident within circuit; licensed to practice law

in state; mandatory retirerrent age of 70
Selection and retention methods and termlengths are prescribed by Article V of the South Dakota Constitution.

*If more than two candidates file for a judicial position, the two candidates receiving the highest nurrber of votes
in the primary election run in the general election. If no more than two candidates file for a judicial position, no
primary election is held for the position.

Tennessee

Number of Judgeships
Supreme Court: 5
Court of Appeals: 12
Court of Criminal Appeals: 12
Chancery Court: K]
Griminal Court: 3
Grauit Court: &
Probate Court: 2

Niimhar af Dictricrtc/Circiiite
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Court of Appeals: 1

Court of Criminal Appeals: 1
Chancery Court: 27
Criminal Court: 13
Grauit Court: 1
Probate Court: 1
Geographic Basis for Selection
Supreme Court: statewide
Court of Appeals: statewide
Court of Criminal Appeals: statewide
Chancery Court: district
Griiminal Court: district
Grauit Court: district
Probate Court: district
Method of Selection (full term)
Supreme Court: gubernatorial appointrrent with joint House/Senate confirmation
Court of Appeals: gubernatorial appointrrent with joint House/Senate confirmation
Court of Griminal Appeals: gubernatorial appointient with joint House/Senate confirmation
Chancery Court: partisan election®
Griminal Court: partisan election®
Grauit Court: partisan election®
Probate Court: partisan election®
Length of Term
Supreme Court: until next general election at least 30 days after vacancy occurred
Court of Appeals: until next general election at least 30 days after vacancy occurred
Court of Criminal Appeals: until next general election at least 30 days after vacancy occurred AT
Chancery Court: 8yrs oot & 20
Griminal Court: 8yrs N pece™
Grauit Court: 8yrs a(c“\\’ed o)
Probate Court: 8yrs ,6:359%°
Method of Retention 30"’
Supreme Court:, | Ftef\o\?etention election
Court of Aq'ﬁ;:\ retention election
Court of Griminal Appeals: retention election
Chancery Court: reelection
Griminal Court: reelection
Grauit Court: reelection
Probate Court: reelection
Length of Subsequent Terms
Supreme Court: 8yrs
Court of Appeals: 8yrs
Court of Criminal Appeals: 8yrs
Chancery Court: 8yrs
Criminal Court: 8yrs
Grauit Court: 8yrs
Probate Court: 8yrs
Method of Filling Interim Vacancies
Supreme Court: gubernatorial appointrrent with joint House/Senate confirmation
Court of Appedls: gubernatorial gppointrrent with joint House/Senate confirmation
Court of Griminal Appeals: gubernatorial appointient with joint House/Senate confirmation
Chancery Court: gubernatorial gppointrrent fromnorminating commission
Griminal Court: gubernatorial appointrrent fromnominating commrission
Grauit Court: gubernatorial gppointrrent fromnorminating commission
Probate Court: gubernatorial appointrrent fromnominating commission
When Interim Judges Stand for Election/Appointment
Supreme Court: next general election at least 30 days after vacancy occurred; hold office for
remainder of unexpired term
Court of Appeals: next general election at least 30 days after vacancy occurred; hold office for

remginder of unexpired term
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Chancery Court:
Griminal Court:
Grauit Court:

Probate Court:

remginder of unexpired term
next general election at least 30 days after vacancy occurred; hold office for
remeinder of unexpired term
next general election at least 30 days after vacancy occurred; hold office for
remginder of unexpired term
next general election at least 30 days after vacancy occurred; hold office for
remainder of unexpired term
next general election at least 30 days after vacancy occurred; hold office for
remainder of unexpired term

Selection of Chief Judge/Justice

Supreme Court:

Court of Appeals:

Court of Criminal Appeals:
Chancery Court:

Griminal Court:

Grauit Court:

Probate Court:

peer \ote
peer \ote
peer \ote
a presiding judge is selected in each judicial district
a presiding judge is selected in each judicial district
a presiding judge is selected in each judicial district

Term of Office for Chief Judge/Justice

Supreme Court:

Court of Appeals:

Court of Criminal Appeals:
Chancery Court:

Griminal Court:

Grauit Court:

Probate Court:

Qualifications
Supreme Court:
Court of Appeals:
Court of Griminal Appeals:
Chancery Court:
Criminal Courty i F 1"

i o

Girauit Court:

Probate Court:

Selection and retention methods and termlengths are prescribed by Article M of the Tennessee Constitution and

4yrs
Tyr
Tyr
Tyr
Tyr
Tyr

authorized to practice law in state; minimumage of 35; state resident\ 5 yrs
authorized to practice law in state; minimumage of 3%&(%53? ident 5 yrs and
district resident 1yr on DeC
authorized to practice lawin %a%qhhiﬁﬁ}nage of 30; state resident 5 yrs and
district resident 1y 5,3599
hon?%g), practice law in state; minimumage of 30; state resident 5 yrs and
ri

aut
yist ePresident 1 yr

authorized to practice law in state; minimumage of 30; state resident 5 yrs and
district resident 1 yr
authorized to practice law in state; minimumage of 30; state resident 5 yrs and
district resident 1 yr
authorized to practice law in state; minimumage of 30; state resident 5 yrs and
district resident 1 yr

Title 17, Chapter 4 of the Tennessee Code.
*Per statute, each county legislative body has the discretion to require elections to be conducted in a

nonpartisan manner.
Texas
Number of Judgeships
Supreme Court: 9
Court of Griminal Appeals: 9
Court of Appeals: 0
District Court: 433
Number of Districts/Circuits
Supreme Court: -
Court of Criminal Appeals: --
Court of Appeals: 14
District Court: 132
Geographic Basis for Selection
Supreme Court: statewide
Court of Griminal Appeals: statewide
Court of Appeals: district
District Court: district
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Supreme Court: partisan election
Court of Griminal Appeals: partisan election

Court of Appeals: partisan election
District Court: partisan election
Length of Term
Supreme Court: 6yrs
Court of Criminal Appeals: 6yrs
Court of Appeals: 6yrs
District Court: 4yrs
Method of Retention
Supreme Court: reelection
Court of Criminal Appeals: reelection
Court of Appeals: reelection
District Court: reelection
Length of Subsequent Terms
Supreme Court: 6yrs
Court of Griminal Appeals: 6 yrs
Court of Appeals: 6yrs
District Court: 4yrs
Method of Filling Interim Vacancies
Supreme Court: gubernatorial appointrrent with senate approval
Court of Griminal Appeals: gubernatorial appointment with senate approval
Court of Appeals: gubernatorial appointrrent with senate approval
District Court: gubernatorial appointrrent with senate approval
When Interim Judges Stand for Election/Appointment 20'\’{
Supreme Court: next general election; hold office for remainder of ungmiw terrh
Gourt of Criminal Appeals: next general election; hold office for r ‘r@er‘&@fﬁemired term
Court of Appeals: next general election; hold o %fqh\éﬁ‘mnder of unexpired term
District Court: next general electiopg)t% ice for rermainder of unexpired term
nes: o
Selection of Chief Judge/Justice’
Supreme %'ﬁ 10 T popular election
Court of Crifrinal Appeals: popular election
Court of Appedls: popular election
District Court: -
Term of Office for Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Court: 6yrs
Court of Criminal Appeals: 6yrs
Court of Appeals: 6yrs
District Court: -
Qualifications
Supreme Court: U.S. citizen; state resident; licensed in state; between 35 yrs and 74 yrs of age; 10
yrs practicing lawyer and/or judge®
Court of Criminal Appeals: U.S. citizen; state resident; licensed in state; between 35 yrs and 74 yrs of age; 10
yrs practicing lawyer and/or judge®
Court of Appeals: U.S. citizen; state resident; licensed in state; between 35 yrs and 74 yrs of age; 10
yrs practicing lawyer and/or judge®
District Court: U.S. citizen; state resident; licensed in state; between 25 yrs and 74 yrs of age; 4

yrs practicing lawyer and/or state judge; resident of judicial district 2 yrs*

Selection and retention methods and termlengths are prescribed by Article 5 of the Texas Constitution.

*In 2007, Texas voters approved a constitutional amendment allowing judges who reached mandatory retirement
age to finish their termof office.

Utah

Number of Judgeships
Supreme Court: 5
Court of Appeals: 7

District Court: )
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Supreme Court: -

Court of Appeals: -
District Court: 8
Geographic Basis for Selection
Supreme Court: statewide
Court of Appeals: statewide
District Court: district
Method of Selection (full term)
Supreme Court: gubernatorial appointrrent fromnorminating commrission with senate confirmation
Court of Appeals: gubernatorial gppointrrent fromnorminating commission with senate confirmation
District Court: gubernatorial appointrrent fromnorminating commrission with senate confirmation
Length of Term
Supreme Court: at least 3yrs
Court of Appedls: at least 3yrs
District Court: at least 3yrs
Method of Retention
Supreme Court: retention election
Court of Appeals: retention election
District Court: retention election

Length of Subsequent Terms

Supreme Court: 10yrs
Court of Appeals: 6yrs
District Court: 6yrs
Method of Filling Interim Vacancies oA T
Supreme Court: gubernatorial gppointrrent fromnominating commission wi % confirmation
Court of Appeals: gubernatorial appointrrent fromnorminatin c&qﬂjﬂ&%ﬁ th senate confirmation
District Court: gubernatorial gppointrrent frgaw Wﬁé comission with senate confirmation
59
When Interim Judges Stand for El ioﬂﬂ\p};%ir?tment
Supreme Court: st election more than 3 yrs after appointrrent
Court of Apy I5: Fre" st general election nore than 3 yrs after appointrrent
District CoGit® first general election nmore than 3 yrs after appointrment
Selection of Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Court: peer vote
Court of Appeals: peer \ote
District Court: peer vote
Term of Office for Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Court: 4yrs
Court of Appeals: 2yrs
District Court: 2yrs
Qualifications
Supreme Court: U.S. citizen; state resident 5 yrs; 30 yrs of age; admitted to practice law in state;
mandatory retiremment at 75
Court of Appeals: U.S. citizen; state resident 3 yrs; 25 yrs of age; admitted to practice law in state;
mandatory retirerent at 75
District Court: U.S. citizen; state resident 3 yrs; 25 yrs of age; admitted to practice law in state;
mandatory retiremment at 75

Selection and retention methods and termlengths are prescribed by Article Ml of the Utah Constiution.

Vermont

Number of Judgeships
Supreme Court: 5
Superior Court: 1z
District Court: 17

Number of Districts/Circuits
Supreme Court: -
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n

Geographic Basis for Selection
Supreme Court: statewide
Superior Court: statewide
District Court: statewide
Method of Selection (full term)
Supreme Court: gubernatorial gppointrrent fromnorminating commission with senate confirmation
Superior Court: gubernatorial appointrrent fromnorminating commission with senate confirmation
District Court: gubernatorial gppointrrent fromnorminating commission with senate confirmation
Length of Term
Supreme Court: 6yrs
Superior Court: 6yrs
District Court: 6yrs
Method of Retention
Supreme Court: wote of general asserbly
Superior Court: vote of general assenbly
District Court: \ote of general asserrbly
Length of Subsequent Terms
Supreme Court: 6yrs
Superior Court: 6yrs
District Court: 6yrs
Method of Filling Interim Vacancies
Supreme Court: gubernatorial appointrrent fromnorminating commrission with senate confirmation
Superior Court: gubernatorial gppointrrent fromnorminating commission with senate Qqﬁrrrahon
District Court: gubemnatorial appointrrent fromnominating commission wlgbseéat onfirmation
ece™
When Interim Judges Stand for Electlon/Appomtment c‘ﬂNed on n®
Supreme Court: expiration of unexp1 0o
Superior Court: exp1rat|on of ugwm
District Court: o \@qprzﬂﬂh fof inexpired term
Fre
Selection mﬁ*@‘i’le?Judge/Justlce
Supreme Court: gubernatorial appointrment fromnominating commission with senate confirmation
Superior Court: administrative judge for trial courts appointed by supreme court
District Court: administrative judge for trial courts appointed by suprere court
Term of Office for Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Court: 6yrs
Superior Court: appointed to 4 yr termbut ey be rerroved by suprerre court
District Court: appointed to 4 yr termbut may be remmoved by suprere court
Qualifications
Supreme Court: attorney who has practiced law or served as judge in state for more than 5 of the
last 10 yrs; mandatory retirement at 70
Superior Court: attorney who has practiced law or served as judge in state for more than 5 of the
last 10 yrs; mandatory retiremment at 70
District Court: attomey who has practiced law or served as judge in state for more than 5 of last

10 yrs; mandatory retirment at 70

Selection and retention methods and termlengths are prescribed by Chapter 2, Sections 32, 33, and 34 of the
Vermont Constitution.

Each county is also served by two assistant judges, who are chosen in partisan elections and serve four- year
termrs. Assistant judges have limited power and are not required to be attorneys.

*Superior Court and District Court judges also serve as Family Court judges.

Virginia

Number of Judgeships
Supreme Court: 7
Court of Appeals: 1

Grauit Court: 157



Nemker 0BHRBAIrt@O7/2017, ID: 10681625, DktEntry: 45-2, Page 51 of 55
Supreme Court: -

Court of Appeals: -
Greuit Court: 31
Geographic Basis for Selection
Supreme Court: statewide
Court of Appeals: statewide
Grauit Court: circuit
Method of Selection (full term)
Supreme Court: legislative election
Court of Appeals: legislative election
Grauit Court: legislative election
Length of Term
Supreme Court: 12yrs
Court of Appedls: 8yrs
Grauit Court: 8yrs
Method of Retention
Supreme Court: reelection by legislature®
Court of Appeals: reelection by legislature*
Grauit Court: reelection by legislature®
Length of Subsequent Terms
Supreme Court: 12yrs
Court of Appeals: 8yrs
Grauit Court: 8yrs
Method of Filling Interim Vacancies oA T
Supremre Court: legislative election™ e & 2
Court of Appeals: legislative election™ on Dece
Grauit Court: legislative election™ o e ed
369
When Interim Judges Stand for Elec&ioﬂﬂ\p?:%intment
Supreme Court: “O\‘?\”‘\, ~Jone=
Court of Appeal 0 et
Grauit Comvﬁ:e‘§
Selection of Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Court: peer vote
Court of Appeals: peer \ote
Grauit Court: peer vote
Term of Office for Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Court: 4yrs
Court of Appeals: 4yrs
Gruit Court: 2yrs
Qualifications
Supreme Court: state resident; state bar menber 5 yrs; maximumage of 70
Court of Appeals: state resident; state bar menber 5 yrs; maximumage of 70
Grauit Court: state and circuit resident; state bar merrber 5 yrs; meximumage of 70

Selection and retention methods and termlengths are prescribed by Article M, Section 7 of the Virginia
Constitution.

*The courts of justice committees of the house of delegates and the senate interview candidates who seek
reelection. Then the full house and senate vote.

*When the general asserbly is in session, vacancies are filled through legislative election. When the legislature is
not in session, the governor fills vacancies through appointrrent. Appointees must then be elected at the next
legislative session.

Washington

Number of Judgeships
Supreme Court: 9
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Superior Court:

Number of Districts/Circuits

Supreme Court: -
Court of Appeals: 9
Superior Court: 0
Geographic Basis for Selection
Supreme Court: statewide®
Court of Appeals: district
Superior Court: county
Method of Selection (full term)
Supreme Court: nonpartisan election™
Court of Appeals: nonpartisan election™
Superior Court: nonpartisan election™
Length of Term
Supreme Court: 6yrs
Court of Appeals: 6yrs
Superior Court: 4yrs
Method of Retention
Supreme Court: reelection
Court of Appeals: reelection
Superior Court: reelection
Length of Subsequent Terms
Supreme Court: 6yrs
Court of Appeals: 6yrs AT
Superior Court: 4yrs (4,20
DeOembe
Method of Filling Interim Vacancies chive ed O
Supreme Court: gubernatorial appointe 990 af
Court of Appeals: ngematon poi
Superior Court: ond gupedﬂfb al q)pomtment
When Intedh@gudges Stand for Election/Appointment
Supreme Court: next general election; successor holds office for remeinder of unexpired term
Court of Appedls: next general election; successor holds office for rermeinder of unexpired term
Superior Court: next general election; successor holds office for rensinder of unexpired term
Selection of Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Court: peer \ote
Court of Appeals: peer vote
Superior Court: peer vote™
Term of Office for Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Court: 4yrs
Court of Appeals: 1yr
Superior Court: at least 1 yr'**
Qualifications
Supreme Court: licensed to practice in state; retirement age is 75
Court of Appeals: 5 yrs practice in state; resident of district at least 1yr
Superior Court: licensed to practice in state; retirement age is 75

Selection and retention methods and termlengths are prescribed by Article IV of the Washington Constitution
and Chapter 2.06 of the Revised Code of Washington.

*Qurrently, the supreme court has one justice fromeastern Washington (Debra Stephens), while six of the justices
are fromthe Seattle-Tacoma area. Various proposals have been mede in the legislature for geographically based
election scheres.

**Judicial candidates run in a primary election. If no candidate receives a majority of the vote, the narres of the
top two vote getters are placed on the general election ballot.

**Each superior court district may establish local rules for the appointrrent and termof the chief judge.
However, the chief judge must be selected by a vote of his/her peers and the termmust be at least one year.
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Number of Judgeships
Supreme Court of Appeals: 5
Greuit Court: 66

Number of Districts/Circuits

Supreme Court of Appeals: -
Grauit Court: 31

Geographic Basis for Selection
Supreme Court of Appeals: statewide
Greuit Court: circuit

Method of Selection (full term)
Supreme Court of Appeals: nonpartisan election
Grauit Court: nonpartisan election

Length of Term
Supreme Court of Appeals: 12 yrs
Grauit Court: 8yrs

Method of Retention
Supreme Court of Appeals: reelection
Grauit Court: reelection

Length of Subsequent Terms
Supreme Court of Appeals: nonpartisan election
Grauit Court: nonpartisan election

Method of Filling Interim Vacancies oA T
Supreme Court of Appeals: gubernatorial appointrrent fromnorminating conm’ssionm\oe( A, 2
Grauit Court: gubemnatorial appointrrent fromnominati cgﬂmféﬁ

cnive
When Interim Judges Stand for Election/Ap, i_rg,t?,ﬁ@& o
Supreme Court of Appeals: next general eléction; hold office for remmainder of unexpired term
Grauit Court: \ext election; hold office for remeinder of unexpired term
enc

oawn©
Selection af€flef Judge/Justice

Supreme Court of Appeals: peer vote
Grauit Court: peer vote

Term of Office for Chief Judge/Justice

Supreme Court of Appeals: 1yr
Grauit Court: varies by circuit

Qualifications
Supreme Court of Appeals: state citizen 5 yrs; minimumage of 30; 10 yrs practice of law
Grauit Court: state citizen 5 yrs; circuit resident; minimumage of 30; 5 yrs practice of law

Selection and retention methods and termlengths are prescribed by Article Ml of the West Virginia Constitution.

Wisconsin

Number of Judgeships
Supreme Court: 7
Court of Appeals: 16
Grauit Court: 241

Number of Districts/Circuits
Supreme Court: -
Court of Appeals: 4
Grauit Court: 69

Geographic Basis for Selection
Supreme Court: statewide
Court of Appeals: district

Grauit Court: circuit
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nonpartisan eléction

Court of Appeals: nonpartisan election*
Grauit Court: nonpartisan election®
Length of Term
Supreme Court: 10yrs
Court of Appeals: 6yrs
Grauit Court: 6yrs
Method of Retention
Supreme Court: reelection
Court of Appeals: reelection
Grauit Court: reelection
Length of Subsequent Terms
Supreme Court: 10yrs
Court of Appeals: 6yrs
Grauit Court: 6yrs
Method of Filling Interim Vacancies
Supreme Court: gubernatorial appointrrent™
Court of Appeals: gubernatorial appointrrent™
Grauit Court: gubernatorial appointrrent™
When Interim Judges Stand for Election/Appointment
Supreme Court: next spring in which no other justice is to be elected (if the vacancy occurs
between Dec. 1 and the spring election, appointees stand for election in the next
spring election)™
Court of Appeals: next spring election in which no other judge fromthat district is to be elected (if

the vacancy occurs between Dec. 1 and the spring election, appomttﬁi stand for
election in the next spring)™

Grauit Court: next spring election (if the vacancy occurs betv?‘c@@‘q a*)d the spring election,
appointees stand for election in tf}e R@@s}oﬂ% ection)™*
Q oC
Selection of Chief Judge/Justice o \5:35%
Supreme Court: Courtﬁgt&‘ﬁox\
Court of Appeals: er\O‘&J\ﬁfene court appoints
Grait Cougteed ™ suprene court appoints
Term of Office for Chief Judge/Justice
Supreme Court: 2 years
Court of Appeals: 3yrs
Grauit Court: 2yrs
Qualifications
Supreme Court: qualified elector of the state; licensed to practice law in state 5 yrs™*
Court of Appeals: qualified elector of the state; licensed to practice law in state 5 yrs™
Grauit Court: qualified elector of circuit; licensed to practice law in state 5 yrs™**

Selection and retention methods and termlengths are prescribed by Article VIl of the Wisconsin Constitution.

*If there are more than two candidates for a judicial position, a nonpartisan primary election is held. The top two
ote getters in the primary corrpete in the general election.

*Governor Walker uses an advisory council on judicial selection to screen applicants for interim judicial vacancies
and recommend three to five qualified candidates. The governor is not bound by the council's recommendations.
*f the vacancy occurs between Decerrber 1 and the spring election, appointees stand for election in the next
spring election.

**The Wisconsin Constitution authorizes the legislature to inpose a mandatory retirerrent age of no less than 70.
To date it has not been enacted by statute.

Wyoring

Number of Judgeships
Supreme Court: 5
District Court: 2

Number of Districts/Circuits
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District :
Geographic Basis for Selection
Supreme Court: statewide
District Court: district
Method of Selection (full term)
Supreme Court: gubernatorial appointrrent fromnominating commrission
District Court: gubernatorial gppointrrent fromnominating commission
Length of Term
Supreme Court: at least one year
District Court: at least 1yr
Method of Retention
Supreme Court: retention election
District Court: retention election
Length of Subsequent Terms
Supreme Court: 8yrs
District Court: 6yrs
Method of Filling Interim Vacancies
Supreme Court: gubernatorial appointrrent fromnominating commission
District Court: gubernatorial appointrrent fromnominating commission
When Interim Judges Stand for Election/Appointment
Supreme Court: next general election 1 yr after appointrrent; if retained, senve rerrainder of
unexpired term
District Court: next general election 1 yr after appointrrent;; if retained, serve rematinc}er of
unexpired term or A 207
pece™
Selection of Chief Judge/Justice es on
Supreme Court: peer \ote 5090 e\
District Court: - No. 157
3 Ones,
Term of Office for ep@idﬁ&geuustice
Supreme Cogts) \© 4yrs
District Court: -
Qualifications
Supreme Court: U.S. citizen; state resident 3 yrs; 9 yrs legal experience; minimumage of 30;
mandatory retirement at 70
District Court: U.S. citizen; state resident 2 yrs; minimumage of 28; mandatory retirerrent at 70

Selection and retention methods and termlengths are prescribed by Article 5 of the Wyorring Constitution.
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