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SUPPLEMENTAL DECLARATION OF ISABEL RUBIO
I, Isabel Rubio, hereby make this declaration based on my personal
knowledge and if called to testify I could and would do so competently as
follows.
1.

I am the executive director of the Hispanic Interest Coalition of

Alabama (¡HICA!), based in Birmingham, Alabama. I am providing this
supplemental declaration to give further information on the harm HB 56 will
cause to ¡HICA! and its members.
2.

Since HB 56 was proposed in Alabama, ¡HICA! has responded

to the requests of its membership and the broader community to present
information about HB 56 and its impact on Alabamians. Our response has
been in the form of answering questions in the office, by phone and email,
by adding information during programs on other topics, and by preparing for
and giving HB 56 Know Your Rights presentations in several churches and
other community settings.
3.

¡HICA! staff persons have given approximately eighteen

presentations in June, July, and August 2011 in Alabama to immigrant
families, allies, educators, and other community members. About thirteen of
those presentations were planned in order to give information on HB 56 and
its impact on Alabamians, including specifically information on enrollment

of students in Alabama public schools. The other approximately five
presentations had been planned to cover other topics that ¡HICA! addresses,
such as humanitarian visas, basic immigration law information, and Latino
Culture in Alabama, but due to audience demand, information on HB 56 was
added to the agenda. Approximately 1,527 people attended the abovementioned presentations, including about 800 at a single event.
4.

As mentioned in my previous declaration, visits by community

members to the ¡HICA! office have increased dramatically. The majority of
the new visits are by community members asking questions about how their
families will be impacted by HB 56. Parents of children in kindergarten
through 12th grade, including those who are preparing to enroll for the first
time and those whose children are already attending public schools, are
asking what will happen to their children and themselves if they are asked to
reveal their immigration status in order to register their children for school,
or if school officials otherwise suspect them of being undocumented.
5.

¡HICA! staff members have had to postpone other important

work in order to meet this important and urgent community need for
information related to HB 56 and its impact. The delayed work has included
the preparation of U and T Visa applications for crime victims, and other
important legal representation work. Staff members who teach classes or

lead groups of community members have had to extend session times to be
able to give updates on HB 56 on top of the regular class content or group
discussion topic. Most ¡HICA! staff persons have seen their work expand to
include giving information on the impact of HB 56 and listening to and
responding to community members’ fears about the new law.
6.

¡HICA! staff persons and members also participated in a

community listening session held by U.S. Department of Justice on August
4, 2011, in Birmingham, Alabama. Approximately 60 participants recounted
their fears of the impact of HB 56, especially on their children who are
enrolled or enrolling this year in Alabama public schools. Parents reported
fears of discrimination against their children born outside of the United
States, and fears of arrest for undocumented parents of children registering
in school. This event required significant preparation by ¡HICA!.
7.

HB 56 has already impacted ¡HICA! in a negative way, by

causing the postponement of a substantial amount of our mission-required
work and forcing us to divert scarce resources to inform the community
about this new law.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.
Executed this 15th day of August, 2011, in Birmingham, Alabama.

Isabel Rubio

