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SNEWS

Arizona Law Promises to Be 'Toughest' on lllegal
Immigration

Republicans Float Bill to Charge lllegal Inmigrants with Trespassing -- in the State
By RUSSELL GOLDMAN

March 26, 2010—

A bill empowering police to arrest illegal immigrants and charge them with trespassing for simply being 3
in the state of Arizona, is likely just weeks away from becoming the toughest law of its kind anywhere
in the country,

Already passed by the state's Senate and currently being reconciled with a similar version in the House,
the bill would essentially criminalize the presence of the 460,000 illegal immigrants living in the state.

The measure allows police to detain people on the suspicion that they are illegal immigrants, outlaws
citizens from employing day laborers, and makes it illegal for anyone to transport an illegal immigrant,
even a family member, anywhere in the state.

The bill's supporters say a local crackdown has become a necessity because the federal government has
failed to adequately seal the borders or actively enforce its laws. They blame Arizona's spiraling crime
and unemployment rates on its large population of illegal immigrants.

"When you come to America you must have a permission slip, period,” said state Sen. Russell Pearce,
the Mesa Republican who sponsored the bill. "You can't break into my country, just like you can't break
into my house."

"It will be, there's no doubt, the toughest immigration enforcement bill in the nation," said Pearce, a
former deputy in the Maricopa County Sherriff's Office, where he worked for Sheriff Joe Arpaio,
nicknamed "America's toughest sheriff." Arpaio, who has stirred controversy over his roundups of
illegal immigrants, is being investigated by the federal government for alleged racial profiling,

Immigrant rights groups believe the bill, especially the trespassing provision, will further burden the
already stretched-thin resources of local law enforcement agencies, result in hassles of U.S. citizens, and
encourage cops to arrest and charge people based on racial profiling.

"The really dangerous impact is the creation of a new state crime related to trespassing. If law
enforcement has a reasonable suspicion that someone is undocumented they can be stopped and forced
to prove they're a U.S. citizen. If they can't prove it, they can be arrested,” said Jennifer Allen, director
of the Border Action Network, an immigrant advocacy group,

"But reasonable suspicion is so broad and the law provides ne definition and no training for law
enforcement on how to identify someone. It essentially mandates racial profiling," she said.
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Pearce said he "was not advocating roundups." By creating a law that "eliminates all sanctuary policies,"
illegal immigrants -- unable to work, travel or even be present in the state -- would ultimately "leave on
their own.”

The senator argues the state law puts teeth in federal laws already on the books, by turning
misdemeanors, like employing day laborers, into felonies.

Similar bills were vetoed three times by former Democratic Gov. Janet Napolitano, but current Gov. Jan
Brewer has signaled she will sign the bill once it reaches her desk.

This weekend Republican U.S. Senator John McCain will campaign in Arizona with his former vice
presidential running mate Sarah Palin.

McCain is in the midst of one of the toughest primary campaigns of a lengthy career in politics.

McCain, who once back a bipartisan effort to grant illegal immigrants amnesty, has deflected questions
about whether he supports the legislation.

"It's a state issue," McCain spokeswoman Brooke Buchanan told ABC News via e-mail.

Contender J.D. Hayworth, a former Republican congressman, however, has come out to actively support
the bill and used McCain's ambiguity to attack him,

"Sen. Russell Pearce of the Arizona State Senate has worked very hard to combat illegal immigration
and I think his Senate bill 1070 is a good bill," Hayworth told ABC News.

"Simply stated, we need to give law enforcement officers the tools to do their Jjobs. Border security is
national security and it's time to take handcuffs off law enforcement and put them on criminals who
break our laws."

Copyright © 2010 ABC News Internet Ventures
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News

Arizona governor signs immigration law; foes promise fight
by Craig Harris, Alia Beard Rau and Glen Creno - Apr. 24, 2010 12:00 AM
The Arizoma Republic

Ratemaed AT Ropt Mecmen gt

Moments after Gov. Jan Brewer signed Arizona's controversial new immigration law Friday, opponents promised legal challenges and economic
sanctions against a state still reeling from the housing meltdown.

Before and after Senate Bill 1070 became law at 1:30 p.m., ¢ivil unrest punctuated by loud protests and several minor clashes took place at the
state Capitol, where more than 1,500 people gathered to chant, pray and either praise or castigate the Republican governor. -

At least four protesters were arrested, several after hurling water bottles at police officers in riot gear. i

Brewer, who faces a stiff primary challenge and needs conservatives to keep her in office, said the law represents another tool for the state to
"work to solve a crisis we did not create and the federal government has refused to fix - the crisis caused by illegal immigration and Arizona's
porous border."

The legislation put Arizona in the national spotlight, with President Barack Obama weighing in on it earlier in the day and cable-news giant CNN
broadcasting live Brewer's signing and the Capitol demonstrations.

Even the Mexican government issued a formal statement, saying it "laments that Arizona lawmakers and the exccutive branch didn't take into
account immigrants’ contributions - economically, socially and culturally."

"The criminalization isn't the path to resolve the undocumented-immigration phenomenon," the statement added.

The legislation has widespread support among Arizenans, according to one recent poll, but Latino leaders compared the bill to apartheid in South
Africa and the internment of Japanese-Americans during World War I1. A handful of teenage girls, among the hundreds of high-school students
attending a Statehouse rally, openly wept after it was announced that Brewer signed the bill.

"This is the most reprehensible thing since the Japanese internment,” said Alfredo Gutierrez, a former state senator and community leader. "This is
the saddest day for me. It's shameful."

Arizona's immigration law, now considered the toughest in the nation, makes it a state crime to be in the country illegally and requires local police
to enforce federal immigration laws. It will require anyone whom police suspect of being in the country illegally to produce "an alien registration
document,” such as a green card or other proof of citizenship, such as a passport or Arizona driver's license.

It also makes it illegal to impede the flow of traffic by picking up day laborers for work. A day laborer who gets picked up for work, and traffic is
impeded in the process, would also be committing a criminal act.

The law goes into effect 90 days after the current legislative session ends, likely in carly May.
Sen. Russell Pearce, R-Mesa, the bill's sponsor, called it "a good day for America,” saying the law is reasonable,
Best for Arizona

After receiving intense pressure from both sides during the past week, the govemor stepped to a lectern in a crowded room near the Capitol and H
said she would sign SB 1070 into law. :

"This bill strengthens the laws of our state, protects all of us, every Arizona citizen,” she said. "It does so while ensuring that the constitutional
rights of all remain solid, stable.”

Brewer said that she listened patiently to supporters and opponents and that, although "many people disagree, I firmly believe it represents what's
best for Arizona." She criticized the federal government for a lack of action to secure the border, and she said her signature provided "security
within our borders."

"We cannot sacrifice our safety to the murderous greed of drug cartels,” Brewer said. "We cannot stand idly by as drophouses, kidnappings and

5/28/2010 6:22 PM



Arizona governor signs immigration law; foes promise fight hitp://www.azcentral.comynews/articles/2010/04/23/20100423arizona-i. ..

20f 3

e

violence comprormise our quality of life.”

Brewer insisted that protections built into the bill and training she has requested from the Arizona Peace Officer Standards and Training Board will
protect citizens against discrimination based on race or color. Yet law enforcement has been split over the bill, with many rank-and-file officer
groups supporting it and the police chiefs association opposing it.

Maricopa County Sheriff Joe Arpaio is among the supporters who believe it will give officers more tools to detain illegal immigrants.

Critics suggest the law opens the door for police to make unreasonable stops based on skin color or a lack of English fluency if there's probable
cause to believe someone is in America illegally.

"We've got some very serious crime problems out there, and this bill does not address them. It does not give us tools to go after criminals that are
part of the cartels," said Attorney General Terry Goddard, a Democrat who is running for governor.

The faith community also weighed in, with clergy criticizing the law and calling for calm. “
Inside a chapel at Queen of Peace in Mesa, a congregation gathered for a monthly healing Mass.
Father Charlie Goraieb comforted his congregation, saying in Spanish, "It's going to be all right."
His parish is 60 percent Latino.

"It's a terrible situation and a reflection of fear and overreaction and total loss of perspective and how we are as a people and as a nation,"” he said
before Mass.

Josefina Martinez, 56, of Phoenix, said, "I lived here for 25 years. I never had to deal with this. It's not fair."

Earlier in the day, Rabbi Maynard Bell, the Arizona office of the American Jewish Committee's area director, said the law makes a faughingstock
of the state and does nothing to make the border with Mexico more secure.

"It's going to cost the state economically. I's going to tarnish the state's image. It's a Jamentable day for Arizona,” Bell said. "1 don"t think it will
stand up to legal tests.”

Legal fights
Just after Brewer signed the bill, opponents promised legal and economic fights.

Phoenix Mayor Phil Gordon said he will ask the City Council on Tuesday to consider suing the state on grounds the new immigration law is
unconstitutional and unenforceable.

The American Civil Liberties Union and the Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund, a civil-rights group, promised to fight
implementation of the law by challenging its constitutionality. But the ACLU said the timing and strategy have to be worked out.

"We are definitely planning on filing a lawsuit,” said Alessandra Soler Meetze, the group's Arizona executive director. "This is a direct attempt by
Arizona to regulate immigration laws. And it's forbidden by the federal government.”

Bill opponent Rep. Kyrsten Sinema, D-Phoenix, said that the legislation violates the rights of all Arizonans and that a legal team will seek an
injunction to keep the law from being implemented.

Gutierrez said he will lead efforts for economic sanctions against Arizona. He declined to disclose details, but one proposed sanction would include
boycotts by out-of-state tourists.

Capitol protests

At the Capitol, demonstrators exchanged catcalls after Brewer's announcement, and roughly 80 police officers from the Capitol Police, the state i
Department of Public Safety and the Phoenix Police Department worked to maintain order.

There were at Jeast two breakouts of unruly behavior. One occurred when a white-haired man with a beard agitated demonstrators opposing the
bill. Police tried to calm the crowd as it closed around the man, who was escorted away. Dozens of demonstrators ran into the streets, and police
formed a long human barrier on West Jefferson Street just south of the Capitol complex.

Amid shouting and chanting all day, police made sure the sides were separated. Supporters of the bill stayed in the courtyard between the House
and Senate buildings, guarded by police and roped off with police tape.

Supporter Terry Irish of Chandler was elated when Brewer announced her decision.
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"This thing wouldn't be happening if they had sealed our borders,” Trish said.

Those leading the rally urged protesters to follow the example of civil-rights leader Cesar Chavez, who in 1972 led the unionization of

farmworkers in direct opposition to Arizona law. They also urged peaceful opposition, and despite several flare-ups, no serious injuries were
reported.

In southem Arizona, however, U.S. Rep. Raul Grijalva, who opposed the law, closed his offices at noon after receiving multiple threats.

Arizona has about 460,000 undocumented immigrants, according to the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. Currently, immigration offenses
are violations of federal law, something most local law-enforcement agencies cannot enforce.

Pearce, the Mesa Republican, has been working with groups across the state and nation for years to craft legislation that would toughen
enforcement.

Republic reporters Scott Wong, Sadie Jo Smokey, Casey Newton, Mary Jo Pitd and Angelique Soenarie contributed to this article,
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Aprit 23, 2010

Arizona Enacts Stringent Law on
Immigration

By RANDAL C. ARCHIBOLD
PHOENIX — Gov. Jan Brewer of Arizona signed the nation’s toughest bill on illegal immigration
into law on Friday. Its aim is to identify, prosecute and deport illegal immigrants,

The move unleashed immediate protests and reignited the divisive battle over immigration reform
nationally.

Even before she signed the bill at an afternoon news conference here, President Obama strongly
criticized it.

Speaking at a naturalization ceremony for 24 active-duty service members in the Rose Garden, he
called for a federal overhaul of immigration laws, which Congressional leaders signaled they were
preparing to take up soon, to avoid “irresponsibility by others.”

The Arizona law, he added, threatened “to undermine basic notions of fairness that we cherish as
Americans, as well as the trust between police and our communities that is so crucial to keeping us
safe.”

The law, which proponents and critics alike said was the broadest and strictest immigration
measure in generations, would make the failure to carry immigration documents a crime and give
the police broad power to detain anyone suspected of being in the country illegally. Opponents
have called it an open invitation for harassment and discrimination against Hispanics regardless of
their citizenship status.

The political debate leading up to Ms. Brewer’s decision, and Mr. Obama’s criticism of the law —
presidents very rarely weigh in on state legislation — underscored the power of the immigration
debate in states along the Mexican border. It presaged the polarizing arguments that await the
president and Congress as they take up the issue nationally,

Mexico's Foreign Ministry said in a statement that it was worried about the rights of its citizens and
relations with Arizona. Cardinal Roger M. Mahony of Los Angeles said the authorities’ ability to
demand documents was like “Nazism.,”
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As hundreds of demonstrators massed, mostly peacefully, at the capitol plaza, the governor,
speaking at a state building a few miles away, said the law “represents another tool for our state to
use as we work to solve a crisis we did not create and the federal government has refused to fix.”

The law was to take effect 9o days after the legislative session ends, meaning by August. Court
challenges were expected immediately.

Hispanics, in particular, who were not long ago courted by the Republican Party as a swing voting

bloc, railed against the law as a recipe for racial and ethnic profiling. “Governor Brewer caved to .
the radical fringe,” a statement by the Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund r
said, predicting that the law would create “a spiral of pervasive fear, community distrust, increased |
crime and costly litigation, with nationwide repercussions.”

While police demands of documents are common on subways, highways and in public places in
some countries, including France, Arizona is the first state to demand that immigrants meet
federal requirements to carry identity documents legitimizing their presence on American soil.

Ms. Brewer acknowledged critics’ concerns, saying she would work to ensure that the police have
proper training to carry out the law. But she sided with arguments by the law’s sponsors that it
provides an indispensable tool for the police in a border state that is a leading magnet of illegal
immigration. She said racial profiling would not be tolerated, adding, “We have to trust our law
enforcement.”

Ms. Brewer and other elected leaders have come under intense political pressure here, made
worse by the killing of a rancher in southern Arizona by a suspected smuggler a couple of weeks
before the State Legislature voted on the bill. His death was invoked Thursday by Ms. Brewer

herself, as she announced a plan urging the federal government to post National Guard troops at
the border.

President George W. Bush had attempted comprehensive reform but failed when his own party
split over the issue. Once again, Republicans facing primary challenges from the right, including
Ms. Brewer and Senator John McCain, have come under tremendous pressure to support the
Arizona law, known as SB 1070.

Mr. McCain, locked in a primary with a challenger campaigning on immigration, only came out in
support of the law hours before the State Senate passed it Monday afternocon.

Governor Brewer, even after the Senate passed the bill, had been silent on whether she would sign
it. Though she was widely expected to, given her primary challenge, she refused to state her
position even at a dinner on Thursday for a Hispanic social service organization, Chicanos Por La
Causa, where several audience members called out “Veto!”
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Among other things, the Arizona measure is an extraordinary rebuke to former Gov. Janet
Napolitano, who had vetoed similar legislation repeatedly as a Democratic governor of the state
before being appointed Homeland Security secretary by Mr. Obama.

The law opens a deep fissure in Arizona, with a majority of the thousands of callers to the
governor's office urging her to reject it.

In the days leading up to Ms. Brewer’s decision, Representative Ratil M. Grijalva, a Democrat,
called for a convention boycott of his state.

The bill, sponsored by Russell Pearce, a state senator and a firebrand on immigration issues, has
several provisions.

It requires police officers, “when practicable,” to detain people they reasonably suspect are in the
country without authorization and to verify their status with federal officials, unless doing so
would hinder an investigation or emergency medical treatment.

It also makes it a state crime — a misdemeanor — to not carry immigration papers. In addition, it
allows people to sue local government or agencies if they believe federal or state immigration law
is not being enforced.

States across the country have proposed or enacted hundreds of bills addressing immigration since
2007, the last time a federal effort to reform immigration law collapsed. Last year, there were a
record number of laws enacted (222) and resolutions (131) in 48 states, according to the National
Conference of State Legislatures.

The prospect of plunging into a national immigration debate is being increasingly talked about on
Capitol Hill, spurred in part by recent statements by Senator Harry Reid, Democrat of Nevada, the
majority leader, that he intends to bring legislation to the Senate floor after Memorial Day.

But while an immigration debate could help energize Hispanic voters and provide political
benefits to embattled Democrats seeking re-election in November — like Mr. Reid — it could also
energize conservative voters.

It could also take time from other Democratic priorities, including an energy measure that Speaker
Nancy Pelosi has described as her flagship issue.

Mr. Reid declined Thursday to say that immigration would take precedence over an energy
measure. But he called it an imperative: “The system is broken,” he said.

Ms. Pelosi and Representative Steny H. Hoyer, Democrat of Maryland and the majority leader,
have said that the House would be willing to take up immigration policy only if the Senate
produces a bill first.
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Helene Cooper and Carl Hulse contributed reporting from Washington.

This article has been revised to reflect the following correction:
Correction: April 23, 2010

A earlier version of this article misspelled the last name of the Arizona state senator who sponsored
several provisions of the bill. He is Russell Pearce, not Pierce.
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Pearce calls on 'Operation Wetback' for illegals

By Sarah Lynch
Tribune

- ’ﬂ Rep. Russell Pearce, R-Mesa, discusses the flow of illegal immigrants. TRIBUNE FILE

East Valley lawmaker Russell Pearce angered the Hispanic community this week when he called for the
reinstatement of a pre-civil rights era program that called for the mass deportation of illegal immigrants.

Rep. Pearce, R-Mesa, said during an interview on "Morning Edition" on KJZZ (91.5 FM) that he would
support bringing back a controversial federal program dubbed "Operation Wetback," which was designed to
apprehend and deport illegal Mexican immigrants in the mid-1950s,

Pearce has made it a priority to fight for new laws that would increase border security and reduce the flow of
illegal immigrants. He blames the country's current immigration policy for high crime rates, low wages and
the deterioration of American culture.

"We know what we need to do,” Pearce said on the radio show. "In 1953, Dwight D. Eisenhower put
together a task force called '‘Operation Wetback.' He removed, in‘less than a year, 1.3 million ilegal aliens.
They must be deported.”

The term "wetback" is widely considered derogatory. It was first used to describe those who swam across
the Rio Grande to cross the border into the United States.

The Arizona Democratic Party pointed out Pearce's comments in a news release Thursday that contained
expressions of anger from Hispanic activists.

Roberto Reveles, the president of Somos America, called Pearce's comments "outrageous" and said his
support of such a policy reflects "a sense of insecurity on his part and his fear and [eathing of undocumented
immigrants.”

“(Pearce) is on a constant campaign of demeaning people and creating an imagery of them in the public's
mind as being somewhat less than human," Reveles said.

Pearce defended his comments on Thursday and accused immigration activists of supporting "lawbreakers."

"This was a successful program,” he said, "and I'm quoting a successful program for those who continue to
tell you it's impossible to deport (illegal immigrants) in this country.”
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It would cost more than $40 billion a year to round up and deport the millions of illegal immigrants living in
the U.S., according to a study last year by the liberal think tank Center for American Progress.

Pearce said he was only referring to the term "wetback” in its historical context. He said he would never refer
to somebody by that word because he knows it could hurt feelings.,

"In the '50s it was common. In the '60s it was common. You don't use it today because people have tried to
make it offensive," Pearce said. "Things change, and you know what? Who cares? Whatever they want to
be called, I'm OK with that."

Pearce said nobody has the right to "break into this country, whether it's the Irish, the Asians or the Latinos."

He said he likes to use terms "that are very graphic" to make a point, and that he frequently gets calls from
constituents who want the government to adopt more aggressive anti-illegal immigration policies. Pearce is
running for re-election with Rep. Mark Anderson, R-Mesa, against Democratic challenger Tammie Pursley.
They are vying for two seats on the state House of

Representatives.

Anderson said he was surprised that Pearce was so overt about his support for the program.

“I've never heard him say that before in such a direct way," Anderson said.

Anderson added that he supports securing the borders, but opposes mass deportation.

"It's not realistic,” Anderson said. "Once the border is secure, we can come up with some way for people to
earn their citizenship.”
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