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Veoh vs. Copyright Holders: Is a War
Brewing?

By BRAD STONE

G Recordibige et stédv sveoh NERdrksisgorst i a southern California federal district

court to seek protection from a possible lawsuit from Universal Music

Group, according to Eeuters.

It's not surprising. As we reported less than a month ago, the major media
companies think the firm, backed by Time Warner and Michael Eisner, takes
a cavalier attitude toward keeping copvrighted material off its service. They
complain that Veoh imposes no time limits on uploaded clips and will not
embrace digital fingerprinting technology to filter out copvrighted-material.
Veoh savs it complies with the DMCA and removes content when asked.

But as I described here on Bits last month, it's often difficult for copyright
holders to find their material on Veoh. Pirates are using the service to park
copyrighted material on the site under disguised names; they then point to
the videos on their own sites. (Incredibly, full-length episodes of NBC's “The
(Office”, which I referenced in last month’s blog item, are still on Veoh.com.)

Update: Veoh did indeed pre-emptively sue Universal Music Group

vesterday, asking a federal judge to prevent the giant music company from
filing its own copyright infringement action.
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. 1. When major studios and record companies sue
In

every web site, accusing them of ‘vicarious
infringement’ and other such highly imaginitive
copyright viclations, I'm reminded of the unpopular
rich kid that always cries when he’s not picked for a
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slumping CD sales), new DVD's ect.
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when other companies/ sites assume the cost of
distribution for them? Guess what? Having a TV show
work it's way into modern culture (The Officeis a good
example) has to return greater rewards over the long
run than missing out on a few thousand ad-views and a
percent or two on a Nielson rating.

3. Every time the RIAA, the MPAA, ect ect try to
control how content is delivered (broadeast flag,
disabling fast-forward on dvd controls, threatening
Tivo until they dropped the 50 second skip feature,
every DEM scheme, the Sony rootkit fiasco, ect ect)
themore I resist, converting all myv music to DEM-free
formats, returning DVD's that disable controls as
‘broken’, returning CI¥s with copy protection as
‘broken’. Personally, I think the producers of such
things should be forced to bear the cost of returns, not
the retailors, who for the most part are just caught in
the middle between increasingly disatisfied
CONSUMErs.

— Bryan Waterman
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Recent Posts

December oz Is Black Friday Becoming the New
Cvber Monday?
Unlike in past vears, online shopping
increased more on Elack Friday than on
Cvber Monday. Online retailers touted
deals earlier, and shoppers had much
better access to the Internet over the
holiday weekend than in the past.

December o2 Another Option for Web Music
Subscriptions
AM0G, a music start-up, begins offering a
music subscription service with some
innovative features for $5 a month.

December oz ATET Drops Fight Over Maps in
Verizon Ads
ATET has withdrawn a lawsuit
challenging ads from Verizon Wireless
that ATET =avs are misleading. The ads
will continue unchanged.

December oz Google Restricts Free Reading on Pay
B (17) News Sites
Google is closing a loophole that allowed
people to read large numbers of articles on
subscription-based zites without paving
for them.

December oz Yahoo Deepens Friendship with
Facebook
Facebook and Yahoo zay they will allow
uzers to combine their news feeds from
each site as part of a five-vear
partnership.
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