Catalina Ricaldai v. US Investigations Services, LLC et al
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R. DUANE WESTRURState Bar No. 58630

'|veloff@waklaw.com
HILLIP R. POLINER (Sate Bar No. 156145)
%gollner@wkalaw.com

at-Tuong N. Bulaon (State Bar No. 206612)
cbulaon@wkalaw.com
WESTRUP KLICK, LLP _
444 \WWest Ocean Boulevard, Suite 1614
Long Beach, California 90802-4524
Telephone: (562) 432-2551
Telecopier: (562) 435-4856

Attorneys for Plaintiff CATALNA RICALDAI CLOSED

UNITED SATES DISTRICT COURT
CENTERAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

CATALINA RICALDAI, an individual; ) Case No. CV 10-07388 DIPLAX)
on behalf of herself and all others CLASS ACTION
similarly situated,

ORDER GRANTING FINAL
- APPROVAL OF CLASS ACTION
Plaintiff, SETTLEMENT AND AWARDING
ATTORNEYS’ FEES AND
VS COSTS; JUDGMENT

US INVESTIGATIONS SERVICES,
LLC, a Delawardimited liability
company, and DOES 1 through 10,
inclusive,

Defendants.

ORDER GRANTING FINAL APPROVAL OF CLASS ACTION SETTLEMENT AND
AWARDING ATTORNEYS’ FEES AND COSTS
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The Court has read and consideredirRiff's Motion for Final Approval
including Class Counsel’'s request for anaaivof attorneys’ fees and costs,
Stipulation of Settlement and Release (“Stipulation for Settlerhant] all exhibit
thereto.

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, ADUGED AND DECREED THAT:

1. All terms used herein sl have the same meaning as defined in
Stipulation for Settlement.

2.  This Court has jurisdiction over tigibject matter of this litigation a
over all parties to this litigation, @luding all Settlement Class members.

3. Final approval shall be with respédot the Settlement Class definec
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include individuals who fall witim either or both of the&sgroups: (a) all persons who

have been employed or are currently esgptl by US Investigations Services, L

(“USIS”) in California as Field Investigats, at any time fnrm August 26, 2006

through May 2010; and (b) all personsiavwere formerly employed by USIS
California as Field Investigators fromAugust 26, 2007 through the date
preliminary approval.

4.  The distribution of the Notice, Clai Form and reminder postcard to

Settlement Class members as set forthhm Stipulation for Settlement has b

LC

in

of

the

een

completed in conformity with the Prelinary Approval Order. The Notice provided

adequate notice of the proceedings afmbut the case, including the propag
settlement terms as set for the in tBettlement Agreement. The Notice fu
satisfied due process requirements. Thaddavas sent via U.S. Mail to all persq
entitled to such notice and &l Settlement Class memisewho could be identifig
through reasonable effort. As executdte Notice was the best notice practic:
under the circumstances.

5. The Court hereby approves the terset forth in the Stipulation f

Settlement and finds that the settlementirs all respects, fair, adequate, 1
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reasonable, and directs the parties to detepgthe remaining sps of the settlement

according to its terms. The Court fintdsat the settlement has been reached

result of intensive, serious, and non-usiVe arm’s-length negotiations. The Cg

further finds that the parehave conducted extensiire/estigation and resear¢

and their attorneys are able to reasopasaluate their respective positions.
Court also finds that settlement now will avoid additional anémially substantia
litigation costs, as well as delay and riskéh# parties were to continue to litigate
case. The Court has reviewed the monetacpvery being provided as part of
settlement and recognizes the significaatue accorded to the Settlement C
members. One Settlement Class membeeatbgl to the Stipulation for Settlem
and this Objection is over-ruled. Onet&sment Class members requested exclu
from the Settlement.

6. The Settlement is not a concession or admission, and shall not [
against US Investigations Services, LLAIGIS”) or any of theReleased Parties
an admission or indication with respectany claim of any fault or omission
USIS or any of the other Rekesd Parties. Regardlesswiiether the Court gran
final approval of the Stipulation foiSettlement, neither the Stipulation
Settlement, nor any document, statemgmfjceeding or condticrelated to th
Stipulation for Settlement, nor any reports or accounts thereof, shall in any e\

(a) construed as, offered or admitted indewnce as, received as or deemed t

as a
purt
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D be

evidence for any purpose adverse to thee&#d Parties, including, but not limited

to, evidence of a presumption, concessindication or admission by USIS or any
the other Released Parties of any liabililt, wrongdoing, omission, concessior
damage; or (b) disclosed, referred toptiered or received ievidence against a
of the Released Parties in any civil, criaimr administrative action or proceedi
except for purposes of enforcing the setidmt pursuant to the Stipulation

Settlement.
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7. USIS shall pay the Settlement €amembers pursuant to the cl

procedure described in the Settlementre®gnent. USIS sllahave no further

liability for costs, expenses, interesttoaneys’ fees, or for any other chan
expense, or liability, except as prowvid@ the Stipulation for Settlement.

8.  The Court grants final approval of the Total Settlement Amount of
Hundred Thousand Dollars and Zero Cents ($900,000.00) agreed upon by thg
and pursuant to the Stipulation for Settlement.

9. The Court awards Catalina Ricalddahe Class Representative, H

Thousand Dollars and Zero Cents ($5,000f00)nher service to the Class and K

Thousand Dollars and Zero Cents ($5,000.as payment for settlement of
individual claims ($10,000.00 total). The Court finds that this amount is fa
reasonable in light of Plaintiff's contribons to this litigation. This award
unopposed by USIS.

10. The Court awards attorneys’ fees Three Hundred Thousand Doll
and Zero Cents ($300,000.00)d costs of Twenty Thousand Dollars and Zero ¢
($20,000.00) payable to Class Counsdlhese amounts are unopposed by U
The Court finds that the attteys’ fees and costs requested were reasonable i
of the relevant factors under Californiavla No other attorneys or law firms sh
recover any further award of attorney®es or costs from USIS in any w
connected with this Action.

11. The Court approves the settlemestiministration expenses in {
amount of Ten Thousand Daltaand Zero Cents ($10,000.00) payable to Simg
Inc.

12. The Court hereby approves paymed penalties to the Labor a
Workforce Development Agency pursuanttt@ Private Attorneys General Act
2004, California Labor Code 88 2698 et seq., in the amount of $0.
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13. The Court hereby orders the SettlemAdministrator to distribute th
payments to Settlement Class memberas€ICounsel and tl&lass Representati
in accordance with the provisions of the Stipulation for Settlement.

14. After administration of the settlemiglhnas been completed in accordg
with the Stipulation for Settlement antl amounts calculated, and in no event |
than 130 days after the Effective Date$SI8 shall file a report with this Col
certifying compliance with the terms tife Stipulation for Settlement.

15. The Court finds that the Stipulatidor Settlement has been drafted
entered into in good faith and const#tss a fair, reasonable, and adeq
compromise of the Releas€@daims against USIS andl ather Released Parties.

16. As of the Effective Date, all Settteent Class members who either:
sent a timely Claim Form; or (b) failed s®nd a timely Claim Form but did 1

submit a timely written request to bectxded from the settlement are bound by

release and waiver listed in the StipulationSettlement. Thiinal order shall have

the force and effect ofes judicata, collateral estoppel and/or claim or is
preclusion as to them. c&ordingly, as of the final judgment, Settlement QG
members who have not been excludedremeby forever barrednd enjoined fror
prosecuting the Released Claims during Bettlement Class members’ Reled
Period against USIS. Plaintiff is aldeereby forever barred and enjoined fi
prosecuting any claims covered by hedividual release against the Releg
Parties.

17. Payment to the Settlement €& members from the Meal Per

Allocation for unpaid wageshall not trigger any obligation of any kind whatso¢
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by USIS to make any contribahs or payment to the Setthent Class related to any

retirement benefit account. Paymentshe Settlement Class mders will also ng
have any effect on any other bdatefor Settlement Class membeesy(, vacation o
holiday pay).
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18. Without affecting the finality of tis final approval order and judgmgd
in any way, the Court sHahave continuing jurisdicon over the constructio
interpretation, implementatiomnd enforcement of the Stipulation for Settleme
accordance with its terms, and over théministration and distribution of t

settlement proceeds.

19. If the Stipulation for Settlement doest become final and effective|i

accordance with the terms of the Stipala for Settlement, then this judgment 1
all orders entered inoanection herewith, including any order certifying
Settlement Class, appointing the Classr@sgntative and appointing Class Cou
shall be rendered null and doand shall be vacated.

IT1S SO ORDERED.

Dated: September 06, 2013
HonorabldeanD. Pregerson
United States District Judge
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