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URIVERSAL CITY

SCALIFORNIA
bare  JULy 1, 1684
Copies:
To Mr., Horry Garfield =
From joscph S. Dubln , - ~
-
Subjoct HAPPY BIRTHDAY 7O ¥0U -

The above song ori in&lly ent ivlcd GOOD MORIING TO ALL,
lyrics by Patty S, Hill and musle by Jiildred J, Hi11,

vas copyrighted by C ayton b. quﬁwy Co. on October 13,
1893, There were 1ater nubl*c“*éors of the gong bhut
since none of the later publxc tions gave notice of the
cony“ight in 1893, it may very well be that by reacon
thercol the song passed in the public domain,

“he 1893 copyright was renewed in 1621, as well asc the
subscauent copyrights, but the later rencwals amounted

te nothing szﬁce there con only be a single cepyright on
any work and the later attempis to Cunyr,gh* the song

could have no efLOCu on ex%ending the original term.

The 1893 copyright was rencwed by Jessica M. Hill, claim-

ing as next of kin of he decc sed Mildred S. H111, but

the original renewal should have been made in the name of

Patty S. H111l, one of the authors, who was {then still
alive, instead of Jessica M. Hill. :

However, whether the original copyright was lost beeause
of the later vubllicatlions of the song without reference

to the oricinal notlce, or vwhether the copyright was
%“oucrlg renewed is no longer important, since the copy-
right in the song expired in 1949,

The words of the sonz were char vea frcem "good mornéﬂb ‘o

211" to "happy birthday %o you" and a necw version of the

geng was reglistered under the title, ”f°EY BIRTIIDAYT by

Cilayton F. Swmy Co. on December 27, 1934, with subsequent

“”“%°trabiona in 1935, The title was then expanded to
&PrY BDIRTIIDAY TO YOU which was copyrighted by Clayton I,
Surzny Co. on December 6, 1935,

% am of the opinion that the change of the Tv“;cs Srom
cood morning o 2ll" %o "happy birthday to you' was not
a u'““-cﬁenu wrlting of an "2 wthor" within the meoning
o the Copyright Law as to secure cowwlgrht pr tcccion
therein, In addition, nobody, 1ﬁC¢wi;ﬁ$ y n T,
Suvrzzny Co.. kncw who was the cource of *uc% chay e In
lyrics and,. consegquently, no one coﬂ‘d ¢clainm coﬁyﬂig ht in

the new lyrics,
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-‘:ui:.eéa:.- IECmMCnS may Le copywighicd as new woriks, the
CODYLLENG Ccovers only Cthe parcicular srrangenent, and as
Llong a8 you do not use any parbicular 21T

cong PEY BIRTHDAY TO YOU, is avallzble, Dbelng in the
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