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Attorneys for Plaintiff Waerly Scott Kaffaga, as
Executor for the Estate of Elaine Anderson Steinbeck

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

Wavely Scott Kdfaga, as Executdor | Case No. 14-cv-08699 TJH FFMx
the Estate of Elaine Anderson Steinbeck,
Dlaintiff JUDGMENT AFTER JURY TRIAL
aintiff,

JS-6
V.

The Estate of Thomas Steinbeck, Gai

Knight Steinbeck, and The Palladin

Group, Inc.,

Defendant.
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WHEREAS on November 10, 2014, Riaif Waverly Scott Kaffaga, as
Executor of the Estate of Elaine Amden Steinbeck (“Plaintiff”), filed a
complaint pleading causes of action foedch of contract, slander of title, and
intentional interference with prospgae economic advantage, and seeking a
declaratory judgment and permanenanttion against Defendants Thomas
Steinbeck, Gail Knight Steinbeck, andelRalladin Group, Inc. (collectively,
“Defendants”);

WHEREAS on November 17, 2014, Plafihtiled an amended complaint
pleading the same causes of actagainst the same Defendants;

WHEREAS on April 1, 2016 Plaintiff filed a motion for summary judgment
as to liability on all of her claims;

WHEREAS on November 1, 2016 ti®®urt issued an Order granting
summary judgment to Plaintiff on her cfes of slander of title and breach of
contract (the “Summary Judgment Order”);

WHEREAS in its Summary Judgmentder this Court found that a 1983
Settlement Agreement between Thomasribeck, John Steinbeck 1V, and Elaine
Anderson Steinbeck (the “1983 Agreemeéntias a valid and enforceable contragt
that gave Elaine Anderson Steinbexid her heirs the complete power and
authority to control the exploitation dfe literary works oflohn Steinbeck (the
“Steinbeck Works”);

WHEREAS the Court also found thihie Estate of Elaine Anderson
Steinbeck had met its obligations under the 1983 Agreement;

WHEREAS the Court held that Defendsintommunications to third parties
in which they claimed control over theaflectual property rights to the Steinbeck
Works or sought to exploit those wordisauthorized others’ to exploit those
Works breached the 1983 Agreement and caused damages;

WHEREAS the Court found Defendantshtave slandered Plaintiff's title in

the Steinbeck Works by repeatedly anddblsaisserting to various third parties
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that they had a right to control the exploitation of the Steinbeck Works, causing

Plaintiff direct pecuniary harm;

WHEREAS Thomas Steinbeck died Aaogust 11, 2016, and the Estate of
Thomas Steinbeck was substituted for ThsrBteinbeck as a defendant during t
course of pretrial proceedings;

WHEREAS a jury trial was held fro August 29 to September 5, 2017,
regarding the damages on Plaintiff's brea€lbontract and slander of title claims,
and regarding both liability and damagesPlaintiff's claim for intentional
interference with prospective economic advantage;

WHEREAS at the conclusion of thatal; the jury reached a unanimous
verdict finding all three Defendantsliie for intentional interference with
prospective economic adviage and awarding Plaifft$5,250,000 in total
compensatory damages andR,000 in total punitive aaages, as set forth in

the verdict form that@pears at Docket No. 295;

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED AND ADJUDGD that Plaintiff Waverly Scott
Kaffaga, as Executor of the EstateEdhine Steinbeck, shall recover $13,150,00(
in total damages from the Daf@ants, in accordance withe jury’s verdict, as
follows:

A.  The amount of $1,300,000 on Plaintfttlaim for breach of contract;

B.  The amount of $1,300,000 on Plaintiff's claim for slander of title;

C. The amount of $1,000,000 agaiBgtfendant the Estate of Thomas
Steinbeck on Plaintiff's claim for intéional interference with Plaintiff's
prospective economic reianship with Universalfhagine relating to thEast of
Eden transaction;

D. The amount of $500,000 against Defendant Gail Steinbeck on
Plaintiff's claim for intentional interferece with Plaintiff's prospective economic

relationship with Universal/lmagine relating to t&ast of Eden transaction;
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E. The amount of $500,000 against Defant The Palladin Group, Inc.
on Plaintiff's claim for intentional intéerence with Plaintiff's prospective
economic relationship with Ungrsal/Imagine relating to thgeast of Eden
transaction;

F. The amount of $325,000 against@®wlant the Estate of Thomas
Steinbeck on Plaintiff's claim for intéional interference with Plaintiff's
prospective economic relationship with DreamWorks Pictures relating to the
Grapes of Wrath transaction;

G. The amount of $162,500 against Defendant Gail Steinbeck on
Plaintiff's claim for intentional interferece with Plaintiff's prospective economic
relationship with DreamWorks Pictures relating to @repes of Wrath
transaction;

H.  The amount of $162,500 against Defant The Palladin Group, Inc.
on Plaintiff's claim for intentional intéerence with Plaintiff's prospective
economic relationship with Dream\ks Pictures relating to tHerapes of Wrath
transaction;

l. The amount of $5,925,000 in dtive damages against Defendant
Gail Steinbeck; and

J. The amount of $1,975,000 in punitidamages against Defendant T

Palladin Group, Inc.

Plaintiff shall also recover reasonabtssts in accordance with Fed. R. Civ
P. 54,28 U.S.C. § 1920, and L.R. 54-1.

T o

United States District J@d'

Dated: March 15, 2018
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