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TABLE 1

INLAND REGIONAL MATERIAL RECOVERY FACILITY

STORM WATER POLLUTION PREVENTION TEAM

Name Title Duties Contact Phone

Andre Griggs General Manager 1, 7, 8, 10 (909) 370-3377

Archie Washington Operations Manager 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 11 (951) 207-9142

Michael Stewart Area Environmental Manager 6, 9 (210) 889-9516 

1 Assign resources and manpower to the Pollution Prevention Committee
2 Conduct materials inventory
3 Identify potential spill sources
4 Establish spill reporting procedures
5 Prepare visual inspection programs
6 Review past incidents of spills
7 Coordinate departments in implementing goals of the SWPPP
8 Establish employee training programs
9 Implement, reviewing  and updating the SWPPP

10 Conduct meetings regarding the SWPPP
11 Conduct SWPPP monitoring and sampling



TABLE 2

LIST OF SIGNIFICANT MATERIALS AT IRMRF

Material
Maximum On-

Site Storage
Storage Method

Storage & Handling 

Location

Receiving & 

Shipping Location

Approximate 

Shipping Frequency

Engine Oil 400 gallons

55 gallon drums with 

secondary containment 

pallets

Inside Sea Container 

near Maintenance Area
Maintenance Area monthly

Hydraulic fluid 330 gallons

55 gallon drums with 

secondary containment 

pallets

Inside Sea Container 

near Maintenance Area
Maintenance Area monthly

Transmission Fluid 200 gallons

55 gallon drums with 

secondary containment 

pallets

Inside Sea Container 

near Maintenance Area
Maintenance Area monthly

Gear Oil 110 gallons

55 gallon drums with 

secondary containment 

pallets

Inside Sea Container 

near Maintenance Area
Maintenance Area monthly

Grease 480 pounds
120 lb containers under 

canopy and/or in building
Maintenance Area Maintenance Area monthly

Antifreeze 110 gallons

55 gallon polyethylene 

drums on secondary 

containment pallet

near Maintenance Area Maintenance Area Within 3 months

Red dye Diesel 500 gallons
500 gallon double-walled 

steel AST (mobile)

Under cover near 

Maintenance Area

Under cover near 

Maintenance Area
Within 3 months

Used Oil for 

Recycling
360 gallons

250 gallon double-walled 

steel AST and 55 gallon 

drums on secondary 

containment pallets

AST inside Sea 

Container, drums 

outside near 

Maintenance Area

Maintenance Area Within 3 months

Used Antifreeze for 

Recycling
110 gallons

55 gallon polyethylene 

drums on secondary 

containment pallet

near Maintenance Area Maintenance Area Within 3 months

Waste Absorbent 1,000 pounds Lined, covered tote Maintenance Area Maintenance Area Within 3 months

Miscellaneous 

Household 

Hazardous Waste

275 gallons

segregated in sealed 55 gal 

drums on secondary 

containment pallets

Sea-Container East of 

Maintenance Area

Sea-Container East 

of Maintenance Area
Within 6 months

Solid Waste 1,950 tons
Mostly inside-some 

outside

Transfer Station 

Building

East of Transfer 

Station Building
daily

Green & Wood 

Waste
720 tons Outside on paved areas

Green Waste Area 

West of TS Building

Green Waste Area 

West of TS Building
daily
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DRAFT - TABLE 3 
 

ASSESSMENT OF POTENTIAL POLLUTANT SOURCES AND CORRESPONDING BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES AT IRMRF 
 

Best Management Practices (BMPs) which apply to all areas of the site include:  
1. Having a trained and knowledgeable Pollution Prevention Team (PPT) to coordinate and implement the SWPPP.   
2. Performing training for appropriate employees in implementing facility controls, spill prevention and response, good housekeeping, appropriate hazardous material 

handling and storage, and other storm water pollution prevention practices. 
3. Encouraging employees to identify conditions in site work areas that might potentially cause storm water pollution.  
4. Conducting SWPPP, Spill Control and Countermeasures (SPCC), and other routine site inspections. 
5. Maintaining SWPPP records including inspections, training, sampling results, annual site evaluation, and incident reports (if applicable). 
6. Maintaining accurate records of materials and wastes used and stored at the site with MSDS and proper container labeling including dates. 
7. Performing Quality Assurance by reviewing SWPPP, storm water data, and inspections and making improvements as necessary. 
8. Providing additional training to drivers and operators in proper fueling, fuel station inspections, and spill prevention procedures. 

 

AREA ACTIVITY 
POLLUTANT 

SOURCE 
POLLUTANT BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES 

Material 
Recovery 
Facility 
(MRF) 
Building 

Waste 
Transfer 
Activities 

Trucks, 
equipment, 
Municipal Solid 
Waste, Const. & 
Demolition debris, 
recyclables 
 

oils, coolant  
dirt, litter, 
metals,  
food residues, 
glass, plastic,  
etc. 
 

Keep activities and equipment inside the building as much as possible. 
Perform ongoing removal of waste and recyclable materials. 
Keep equipment and vehicles well maintained to prevent drips or leaks. 
Use a load checking program to prevent Household Hazardous Waste in the trash. 
Train employees to watch for spills and drips, and clean them up ASAP. 
Clean floors and tunnel regularly with street sweeper & dry sweeping methods. 
Sample the metal roof drainage to determine need for coating. 
 

Green Waste 
Area 

Grinding, 
stockpiling, 
and 
transferring 

Unprocessed green 
and wood waste, 
dirt, and leaks from 
the grinder and 
equipment 

Debris, dust,  
organic 
materials, and 
hydraulic 
oil/lubricants 
 

Maintain green and wood waste piles and remove them from the site as soon as possible. 
Minimize water use in dust control to ensure that there is no runoff or ponding. 
Service equipment regularly to prevent leaks and oily drips. 
Clean area regularly with street sweeper and dry sweeping methods. 
Use load checking program to prevent HHW in green waste. 
Train employees to watch for spills & drips and clean up ASAP. 
 

Fueling Area 
(Portable 
Diesel Tank) 

Refueling of 
fleet trucks 
and equipment 

Leaks and drips 
from dispenser, fuel 
delivery trucks, and 
trucks/equipment 

Red-dye diesel 
lubricants 
coolant 

Maintain overfill protection on portable tank. 
Keep fuel dispensing equipment up to current regulatory requirements.  
Use a State-certified/licensed fueling service to fill the portable tank. 
Only trained employees can refuel site equipment/vehicles. 
Instruct employees not to “top off” or overfill fuel tanks.  
Instruct employees to immediately report leaks to management. 
Keep spill kits & absorbent materials readily available nearby. 
Follow spill prevention and response procedures in the event of a fuel spill. 
Implement proper disposal procedures for used absorbent and spill clean-up materials.  
Store the portable tank under canopy at Maintenance Building. 

All Areas All Activities Any Litter Litter patrol to inspect site on daily basis and remove any litter found during inspection. 
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AREA ACTIVITY 
POLLUTANT 

SOURCE 
POLLUTANT BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES 

Maintenance 
Building and 
adjacent 
Area 

Servicing of 
off-road 
engines, and 
equipment.  
 
Storage of raw 
and waste 
lubricating and 
maintenance 
materials 

Leaks and oily drips 
and spills from 
equipment, drums, 
and other 
maintenance 
materials and 
wastes. 

Oil  
fuel  
hydraulic fluid 
transmission oil 
engine coolant 
gear oil 
grease  
other lubricants 
solvents 
used oil 
used coolant 
battery acid 
 

Perform routine maintenance on equipment and trucks to minimize leaks. 
Keep activities and equipment inside the building as much as possible.  
Use drip pans and absorbent materials to contain and collect drips. 
Maintain adequate absorbent materials and spill kits in area. 
Clean spills, drips, and waste fluids/oils off paved surfaces ASAP using dry clean-up 

methods whenever possible.  
Keep raw and waste materials securely stored in containers within secondary containment as 

appropriate. 
Regularly inspect ASTs, drums, material containers, and hoses/lines for leaks and degradation. 
Keep containers storing significant materials closed and secure when material is not being 

added or removed. 
Ensure that trained and licensed vendors supply maintenance fluids. 
Ensure that loading & unloading of drums are done by a trained forklift operator.  
Have employees responsible for accepting deliveries inspect for damaged containers, leaks 

or spills. 
Follow site spill prevention and response procedures for spills.  
Use proper disposal procedures with licensed vendors for removal of used oil and other 

waste fluids, used rags and absorbent materials, used filters, used batteries, used parts, etc. 
(with manifest documentation where appropriate). 

Keep small containers of flammable materials within a 30 minute fire storage cabinet. 
 

Parking 
areas 

Vehicles and 
equipment 
parked during 
non-operation 

Leaks and oily 
drips, dirt, and 
debris from trucks 
and vehicles 

dust 
debris 
lubricants 
coolant 
metals 

Inspect and service/maintain trucks and vehicles so they do not leak. 
Regularly inspect parking areas and clean up any leaks or drips with absorbent materials and/or 
a water-based biodegradable solvent. 
Inspect parking areas and perimeter fences and/or landscaping and sweep and pick up litter. 
Have street sweeper clean parking areas on a routine schedule. 
 

Hazardous 
Materials 
Storage Area 
(Sea-
Container)  

Temporary 
collection and 
storage of 
household 
hazardous 
wastes 

Batteries, paints, 
household cleaning 
products, propane 
tanks, etc. 

oils 
battery acid 
dirt 
solvents 
paint 
 

Keep wastes stored in chemically appropriate segregated containers on secondary containment. 
Keep materials properly labeled. 
Use licensed subcontractors to remove the materials at regular intervals using appropriate 

manifest documentation in accordance with State and Federal regulations. 
Inspect and clean the area regularly. 
Keep absorbent materials readily available. 
 

East Side 
storage area 

Storage of 
equipment, 
roll-off 
containers, 
bins 

Leaks, oily drips, 
litter, dirt, metals, 
and spills from 
equipment & bins 

Dirt 
litter 
waste residues 
oil & lubricants 
coolant 
metals 

Inspect and ensure equipment, containers and bins are clean and free of leaks. 
Clean up any drips, litter, etc. around bins, equipment, etc. using dry sweeping methods and/or 

the street sweeper. 
Keep lids on bins or store on side to prevent storm water from collecting in them during rain 
events. 
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Copy of General Storm Water Permit 
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FACT SHEET 
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DISCHARGES OF STORM WATER ASSOCIATED WITH INDUSTRIAL ACTIVITIES 

EXCLUDING CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES 
 
 

BACKGROUND 
 
In 1972, the Federal Water Pollution Control Act (also referred 
to as the Clean Water Act [CWA]) was amended to provide that the 
discharge of pollutants to waters of the United States from any 
point source is effectively prohibited unless the discharge is in 
compliance with an NPDES permit.  The 1987 amendments to the CWA 
added Section 402(p) that establishes a framework for regulating 
municipal and industrial storm water discharges under the NPDES 
Program.  On November 16, 1990, the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (U.S. EPA) published final regulations that establish 
application requirements for storm water permits.  The 
regulations require that storm water associated with industrial 
activity (storm water) that discharges either directly to surface 
waters or indirectly through municipal separate storm sewers must 
be regulated by an NPDES permit.   
 
U.S. EPA developed a four-tier permit issuance strategy for storm 
water discharges associated with industrial activity as follows: 
 
 Tier I, Baseline Permitting--One or more general permits will 

be developed to initially cover the majority of storm water 
discharges associated with industrial activity. 

 
 Tier II, Watershed Permitting--Facilities within watersheds 

shown to be adversely impacted by storm water discharges 
associated with industrial activity will be targeted for 
individual or watershed-specific general permits. 

 
 Tier III, Industry-Specific Permitting--Specific industry 

categories will be targeted for individual or 
 Industry-specific general permits. 
 
 Tier IV, Facility-Specific Permitting--A variety of factors 

will be used to target specific facilities for individual 
permits. 

 
The regulations allow authorized states to issue general permits 
or individual permits to regulate storm water discharges.   
 
 



Consistent with Tier I, Baseline Permitting, of the U.S. EPA 
permitting strategy, the State Water Board issued a statewide 
General Permit on November 19, 1991 that applied to all storm 
water discharges requiring a permit except construction activity. 
The monitoring requirements of this General Permit were amended 
September 17, 1992.  A separate statewide general permit has been 
issued for construction activity.   
 
To obtain authorization for continued and future storm water 
discharge under this General Permit, each facility operator must 
submit a Notice of Intent (NOI).  This approach is consistent 
with the four-tier permitting strategy described in Federal 
regulations, i.e., Tier 1, Baseline Permitting.  Tier 1, Baseline 
Permitting, enables the State to begin reducing pollutants in 
industrial storm water in the most efficient manner possible.   
 
This General Permit generally requires facility operators to: 
 
1. Eliminate unauthorized non-storm water discharges; 
2. Develop and implement a storm water pollution prevention plan 

(SWPPP); and 
3. Perform monitoring of storm water discharges and authorized 

non-storm water discharges. 
 
 
TYPES OF STORM WATER DISCHARGES COVERED BY THIS GENERAL PERMIT 

 
This General Permit is intended to cover all new or existing 
storm water discharges and authorized non-storm water discharges 
from facilities required by Federal regulations to obtain a 
permit including those (1) facilities previously covered by the 
San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board Order  
No. 92-011 (as amended by Order No. 92-116), (2) facilities 
designated by the Regional Water Quality Control Boards (Regional 
Water Boards), (3) facilities whose operators seek coverage under 
this General Permit, (4) and facilities required by future    
U.S. EPA storm water regulations.  
 
The General Permit is intended to cover all facilities described 
in Attachment 1, whether the facility is primary or is auxiliary 
to the facility operator's function.  For example, although a 
school district's primary function is education, a facility that 
it operates for vehicle maintenance of school buses is a 
transportation facility that is covered by this General Permit. 
  
The definition of "storm water associated with industrial 
activity" is provided in Attachment 4, Definition 9, of this 
General Permit.  Facilities that discharge storm water associated 
with industrial activity requiring a General Permit are listed by 
category in 40 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR)           
Section 122.26(b)(14) (Federal Register, Volume 55 on         
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Pages 48065-66) and in Attachment 1 of this General Permit.  The 
facilities can be publicly or privately owned.  General 
descriptions of these categories are: 
      
 1. Facilities subject to storm water effluent limitations 

guidelines, new source performance standards, or toxic 
pollutant effluent standards (40 CFR Subchapter N); 

 
 2. Manufacturing facilities; 
 
 3. Mining/oil and gas facilities; 
 
 4. Hazardous waste treatment, storage, or disposal facilities; 
 
 5. Landfills, land application sites, and open dumps that 

receive industrial waste; 
  
 6. Recycling facilities such as metal scrap yards, battery 

reclaimers, salvage yards, automobile yards; 
  
 7. Steam electric generating facilities; 
  
 8. Transportation facilities that conduct any type of vehicle 

maintenance such as fueling, cleaning, repairing, etc.; 
  
 9. Sewage treatment plants; 
 
10. Construction activity (covered by a separate general 

permit); and 
 
11. Certain facilities (often referred to as "light industry") 

where industrial materials, equipment, or activities are 
exposed to storm water. 

 
For the most part, these facilities are identified in the Federal 
regulations by a Standard Industrial Classification (SIC).   
 
Category 1 Dischargers 
 
The following categories of facilities currently have storm water 
effluent limitation guidelines for at least one of their 
subcategories.  They are cement manufacturing (40 CFR Part 411); 
feedlots (40 CFR Part 412); fertilizer manufacturing  
(40 CFR Part 418); petroleum refining (40 CFR Part 419); 
phosphate manufacturing (40 CFR Part 422); steam electric power 
generation (40 CFR Part 423); coal mining (40 CFR Part 434); 
mineral mining and processing (40 CFR Part 436); ore mining and 
dressing (40 CFR Part 440); and asphalt emulsion  
(40 CFR Part 443).  A facility operator whose facility falls into 
one of these general categories should examine the effluent 
guidelines to determine if the facility is categorized in one of 
the subcategories that have storm water effluent guidelines.  If  
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a facility is classified as one of those subcategories, that 
facility is subject to the standards listed in the CFR for that 
category and is subject to this General Permit.  This General 
Permit contains additional requirements (see Section B.6.) for 
facilities with storm water effluent limitations guidelines. 
 
Category 5 Dischargers 
 
Inactive or closed landfills, land application sites, and open 
dumps that have received industrial wastes (Category 5) may be 
subject to this General Permit unless the storm water discharges 
from the sites are already regulated by an NPDES permit issued by 
the appropriate Regional Water Board.  Facility operators of 
closed landfills that are regulated by waste discharge 
requirements (WDRs) may be required to comply with this General 
Permit.  In some cases, it may be appropriate for closed 
landfills to be covered by the State Water Board's General Permit 
during closure activities.  The Construction Activities General 
Permit should cover new landfill construction.  Facility 
operators should contact their Regional Water Board to determine 
the appropriate permit coverage. 
 
Category 10 Dischargers 
 
Facility operators of Category 10 (light industry) facilities are 
not subject to this General Permit if they can certify that the 
following minimum conditions at their facilities are met: 
 
1. All prohibited non-storm water discharges have been 

eliminated or otherwise permitted. 
 
2. All areas of past exposure have been inspected and cleaned, 

as appropriate. 
 
3. All materials related to industrial activity (including waste 

materials) are not exposed to storm water or authorized   
non-storm water discharges. 

 
4. All industrial activities and industrial equipment are not 

exposed to storm water or authorized non-storm water 
discharges. 

 
5. There is no exposure of materials associated with industrial 

activity through other direct or indirect pathways such as 
particulates from stacks and exhaust systems. 

 
6. There is periodic re-evaluation of the facility to ensure 

Conditions 1, 3, 4, and 5 are continuously met. 
 
Currently, facility operators that can certify that the above 
conditions are met are not required to notify the State Water  
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Board or Regional Water Board.  These facility operators are 
advised to retain such certification documentation on site. 
 
The Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals invalidated the exemption 
granted by U.S. EPA for storm water discharges from facilities in 
Category 11 that do not have exposure and remanded the regulation 
to U.S. EPA for further action.  The State Water Board, at this 
time, is not requiring storm water discharges from facilities in 
Category 11 that do not have exposure to be covered by this 
General Permit.  Instead, the State Water Board will await future 
U.S. EPA or court action clarifying the types of storm water 
discharges that must be permitted.  If necessary, the State Water 
Board will reopen the General Permit to accommodate such a 
clarification. 
 
Section 1068 of the Intermodal Surface Transportation Act of 1991 
exempts municipal agencies serving populations of less than 
100,000 from Phase I permit requirements for most facilities they 
operate (uncontrolled sanitary landfills, power plants, and 
airports are still required to be permitted in Phase I).     
Phase II of the Permit Program scheduled to begin  
August 7, 2001 will cover the facilities that are exempt from 
Phase I permit requirements. 
 
 
 TYPES OF DISCHARGES NOT COVERED BY THIS GENERAL PERMIT 
 
1. CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY:  Discharges from construction activity 

of five acres or more, including clearing, grading, and 
excavation.  A separate general permit was adopted on  

 August 20, 1992 for this industrial category. 
 
2. FACILITIES WHICH HAVE NPDES PERMITS CONTAINING STORM WATER 

PROVISIONS:  Some storm water discharges may be regulated by 
other individual or general NPDES permits issued by the State 
Water Board or the Regional Water Boards.  This General 
Permit shall not regulate these discharges.  When the 
individual or general NPDES permits for such discharges 
expire, the State Water Board or Regional Water Board may 
authorize coverage under this General Permit or another 
general NPDES permit, or may issue a new individual NPDES 
permit consistent with the Federal and State storm water 
regulations.  Interested parties may petition the State Water 
Board or appropriate Regional Water Board to issue individual 
or General NPDES Permits.  General Permits may be issued for 
a particular industrial group or watershed area. 

 
3. FACILITIES DETERMINED INELIGIBLE BY REGIONAL WATER BOARDS:  

Regional Water Boards may determine that discharges from a 
facility or groups of facilities, otherwise eligible for 
coverage under this General Permit, have potential water 
quality impacts that may not be appropriately addressed by 
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 this General Permit.  In such cases, a Regional Water Board 
may require such discharges to be covered by an individual or 
general NPDES permit.  Interested persons may petition the 
appropriate Regional Water Board to issue individual NPDES 
permits.  The applicability of this General Permit to such 
discharges will be terminated upon adoption of an individual 
NPDES permit or a different general NPDES permit. 

 
4. FACILITIES WHICH DO NOT DISCHARGE STORM WATER TO WATERS OF 

THE UNITED STATES:  The discharges from the following 
facilities are not required to be permitted: 

 
 a. FACILITIES THAT DISCHARGE STORM WATER TO MUNICIPAL 

SANITARY SEWER SYSTEMS:  Facilities that discharge storm 
water to municipal sanitary sewer systems or combined 
sewer systems are not required by Federal regulations to 
be covered by an NPDES storm water permit or to submit an 
NOI to comply with this General Permit.  (It should be 
noted that many municipalities have sewer use ordinances 
that prohibit storm drain connections to their sanitary 
sewers.) 

 
 b. FACILITIES THAT DO NOT DISCHARGE STORM WATER TO SURFACE 

WATERS OR SEPARATE STORM SEWERS:  Storm water that is 
captured and treated and/or disposed of with the 
facility's NPDES permitted process wastewater and storm 
water that is disposed of to evaporation ponds, 
percolation ponds, or combined sewer systems are not 
required to obtain a storm water permit.  To avoid 
liability, the facility operator should be certain that  
no discharge of storm water to surface waters would occur 
under any circumstances. 

 
5. MOST SILVICULTURAL ACTIVITIES:  Storm water discharges from 

most silvicultural activities such as thinning, harvesting 
operations, surface drainage, or road construction and 
maintenance are exempt from this permit.  Log sorting or log 
storage facilities that fall within SIC 2411 are required to 
be permitted. 

 
6. MINING AND OIL AND GAS FACILITIES:  Oil and gas facilities 

that have not released storm water resulting in a discharge 
of a reportable quantity (RQ) for which notification is or 
was required pursuant to 40 CFR Parts 110, 117, and 302 at 
any time after November 19, 1987 are not required to be 
permitted unless the industrial storm water discharge 
contributed to a violation of a water quality standard.  
Mining facilities that discharge storm water that does not 
come into contact with any overburden, raw materials, 
intermediate product, finished product, by-product, or waste 

 product located at the facility are not required to be 
permitted.  These facilities must be permitted if they have a 
new release of storm water resulting in a discharge of an RQ. 
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7. FACILITIES ON INDIAN LANDS:  the U.S. EPA will regulate 

Discharges from facilities on Indian lands. 
 
 NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS 
 
Storm water discharges from facilities described in the section 
titled "Types of Storm Water Discharges Covered by This General 
Permit" must be covered by an NPDES permit.  An NOI must be 
submitted by the facility operator for each individual facility 
to obtain coverage.  Certification of the NOI signifies that the 
facility operator intends to comply with the provisions of the 
General Permit.  Facility operators who have filed NOIs for the 
State Water Board Order No. 91-013-DWQ (as amended by Order  
No. 92-12-DWQ) or San Francisco Bay Regional Water Board Order 
No. 92-011 (as amended by Order No. 92-116) will be sent an 
abbreviated NOI soon after adopting this General Permit that must 
be completed and returned within 45 days of receipt.  Where 
operations have discontinued and significant materials remain on 
site (such as at closed landfills), the landowner may be 
responsible for filing an NOI and complying with this General 
Permit.  A landowner may also file an NOI for a facility if the 
landowner, rather than the facility operator(s), is responsible 
for compliance with this General Permit. 
 
A facility operator that does not submit an NOI for a facility 
must submit an application for an individual NPDES permit.  
U.S. EPA's regulations [40 CFR 122.21 (a)] exclude facility 
operators covered by a general permit from requirements to submit 
an individual permit application unless required by the Regional 
Water Board.  The NOI requirements of this General Permit are 
intended to establish a mechanism which can be used to establish 
a clear accounting of the number of facility operators complying 
with the General Permit, their identities, the nature of 
operations at the facilities, and location. 
 
All facility operators filing an NOI after the adoption of this 
General Permit must comply with this General Permit.  Existing 
facility operators who have filed NOIs prior to the adoption of 
this General Permit shall continue to complete the requirements 
of the previous General Permit through June 30, 1997 including 
submitting annual reports to the Regional Water Boards by  
July 1, 1997.  Group Leaders are required to submit a 1996-97 
Group Evaluation Report by August 1, 1997. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 DESCRIPTION OF GENERAL PERMIT CONDITIONS 
 
Prohibitions 
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This General Permit authorizes storm water and authorized     
non-storm water discharges from facilities that are required to 
be covered by a storm water permit.  This General Permit 
prohibits discharges of material other than storm water (non-
storm water discharges) that are not authorized by the General 
Permit and discharges containing hazardous substances in storm 
water in excess of reportable quantities established at 40 CFR 
117.3 and 40 CFR 302.4.  Authorized non-storm water discharges 
are addressed in the Special Conditions of the General Permit. 
 
Effluent Limitations 
 
NPDES Permits for storm water discharges must meet all applicable 
provisions of Sections 301 and 402 of the CWA.  These provisions 
require control of pollutant discharges using best available 
technology economically achievable (BAT) and best conventional 
pollutant control technology (BCT) to prevent and reduce 
pollutants and any more stringent controls necessary to meet 
water quality standards. 
 
U.S. EPA regulations (40 CFR Subchapter N) establish effluent 
limitation guidelines for storm water discharges from facilities 
in ten industrial categories.  For these facilities, compliance 
with the effluent limitation guidelines constitutes compliance 
with BAT and BCT for the specified pollutants and must be met to 
comply with this General Permit. 
 
For storm water discharges from facilities not among the ten 
industrial categories listed in 40 CFR Subchapter N, it is not 
feasible at this time to establish numeric effluent limitations. 
The reasons why establishment of numeric effluent limitations is 
not feasible are discussed in detail in State Water Board Orders 
No. WQ 91-03 and WQ 91-04.  Therefore, this General Permit allows 
the facility operator to implement best management practices 
(BMPs) to comply with the requirements of this General Permit.  
This approach is consistent with the U.S. EPA's August 1, 1996 
"Interim Permitting Approach for Water Quality Based Effluent 
Limitations in Storm Water Permits". 
 
Receiving Water Limitations 
 
Storm water discharges shall not cause or contribute to a 
violation of an applicable water quality standard.  The General 
Permit requires facility operators to reduce or prevent  
pollutants in storm water discharges and authorized non-storm 
water discharges through the development and implementation of 
BMPs which constitutes compliance with BAT and BCT and, in most 
cases, compliance with water quality standards.  If receiving  
water quality standards are exceeded, facility operators are 
required to submit a written report providing additional BMPs  
that will be implemented to achieve water quality standards. 
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Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plans (SWPPPs) 
 
All facility operators must prepare, retain on site, and 
implement an SWPPP.  The SWPPP has two major objectives:  (1) to 
help identify the sources of pollution that affect the quality of 
industrial storm water discharges and authorized non-storm water 
discharges, and (2) to describe and ensure the implementation of 
BMPs to reduce or prevent pollutants in industrial storm water 
discharges and authorized non-storm water discharges. 
 
This General Permit requires development and implementation of an 
SWPPP emphasizing BMPs.  This approach provides the flexibility 
necessary to establish appropriate BMPs for different types of 
industrial activities and pollutant sources.  As this General 
Permit covers vastly different types of facilities, the State 
Water Board recognizes that there is no single best way of 
developing or organizing an SWPPP.  The SWPPP requirements 
contain the essential elements that all facility operators must 
consider and address in the SWPPP.  This General Permit's SWPPP 
requirements are more detailed than the previous general permit's 
SWPPP requirements, and the suggested order of the SWPPP elements 
have been rearranged (1) to correspond more closely with other 
storm water permits in effect throughout the country, and (2) to 
generally follow a more logical path.  Facility operators that 
have already developed and implemented SWPPPs under previous 
general permits are required to review the SWPPP's requirements 
contained in this General Permit and then review their existing 
SWPPP for adequacy.  If the existing SWPPP adequately identifies 
and assesses all potential sources of pollutants and describes 
the appropriate BMPs necessary to reduce or prevent pollutants, 
the facility operator is not required to revise the existing 
SWPPP.  
 
One of the major elements of the SWPPP is the elimination of 
unauthorized non-storm water discharges to the facility's storm 
drain system.  Unauthorized non-storm water discharges can be 
generated from a wide variety of potential pollutant sources.  
They include waters from the rinsing or washing of vehicles, 
equipment, buildings, or pavement; materials that have been 
improperly disposed of or dumped, and spilled; or leaked 
materials.  Unauthorized non-storm water discharges can 
contribute a significant pollutant load to receiving waters.  
Measures to control spills, leakage, and dumping can often be 
addressed through BMPs.  Unauthorized non-storm water discharges  
may enter the storm drain system via conveyances such as floor 
drains.  All conveyances should be evaluated to determine whether 
they convey unauthorized non-storm water discharges to the storm  
drain system.  Unauthorized non-storm water discharges (even when 
commingled with storm water) shall be eliminated or covered by a 
separate NPDES Permit. 
 
There are many non-storm water discharges that, under certain 
conditions, should not contain pollutants associated with 
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industrial activity (i.e., air conditioning condensate, potable 
water line testing, landscaping overflow, etc.).  Item D, Special 
Conditions, provides the conditions where certain listed non-
storm water discharges are authorized by this General Permit. 
 
Monitoring Program 
 
The General Permit requires development and implementation of a 
monitoring program.  The objectives of the monitoring program are 
to (1) demonstrate compliance with the General Permit, (2) aid in 
the implementation of the SWPPP, and (3) measure the 
effectiveness of the BMPs in reducing or preventing pollutants in 
storm water discharges and authorized non-storm water discharges. 
 
All facility operators (with the exception of inactive mining 
operations) are required to: 
 
1. Perform visual observations of storm water discharges and 

authorized storm water discharges. 
 
2. Collect and analyze samples of storm water discharges.  

Analysis must include pH, total suspended solids (TSS), total 
organic carbon (TOC), specific conductance, toxic chemicals, 
and other pollutants which are likely to be present in storm 
water discharges in significant quantities, and those 
parameters listed in Table D of this General Permit.  The 
Table D parameters are those listed in the U.S. EPA Multi-
Sector General Permit.  Facility operators subject to Federal 
storm water effluent limitation guidelines in 40 CFR 
Subchapter N must also sample and analyze for any pollutant 
specified in the appropriate category of 40 CFR Subchapter N. 

 
Facility operators are not required to collect samples or perform 
visual observations during adverse climatic conditions.  Sample 
collection and visual observations are required only during 
scheduled facility operating hours.  Visual observations are 
required only during daylight hours.  Facility operators that are 
unable to collect any of the required samples or visual 
observations because of the above circumstances must provide 
documentation to the Regional Water Board in their annual report. 
 
Facility operators may be exempt from performing sampling and 
analysis if they:  (1) do not have areas of industrial activity 
exposed to storm water, (2) receive an exemption from a local 
agency which has jurisdiction over the storm sewer system, or   
(3) receive an exemption from the appropriate Regional Water  
Board.  Facility operators must always perform sampling and 
analysis for any pollutant specified in storm water effluent 
limitation guidelines. 
 
This General Permit contains a new procedure where facility 
operators, if they meet certain minimum conditions, may certify  
compliance with the General Permit and reduce the number of 
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sampling events required to be sampled for the remaining term of 
the General Permit.  Each Regional Water Board may develop 
instructions, guidance, and checklists to assist facility 
operators to complete sampling reduction requests. 
 
Local agencies that wish to provide sampling and analysis 
exemptions or reductions to facility operators within their 
jurisdiction shall develop a certification program that clearly 
indicates the certification procedures and criteria used by the 
local agency.  At a minimum, these programs should include site 
inspections, a review of the facility operator's SWPPP, and a 
review of other records such as monitoring data, receiving water 
data, etc.  The certification program shall be approved by the 
local Regional Water Board before implementation. 
 
Alternative Monitoring 
 
Facility operators are required to develop a facility-specific 
monitoring program that satisfies both the minimum monitoring 
program requirements and the objectives of the monitoring 
program.  Some facility operators have indicated that cost-
effective alternative monitoring programs can be developed that 
provide equivalent or more accurate indicators of pollutants 
and/or BMP performance than a monitoring program based upon the 
minimum monitoring program requirements.  An example of such an 
alternative monitoring program would be one that identifies 
sample locations at or near pollutant sources rather than 
sampling an entire drainage area where the storm water discharge 
has been diluted with storm water from areas with little or no 
industrial activity. 
 
The State Water Board does not want to preclude facility 
operators from developing better, and perhaps more cost-
effective, monitoring programs.  This General Permit allows 
facility operators to submit alternative monitoring programs for 
approval by the Regional Water Board.  For individual facilities, 
these proposals must be facility specific and demonstrate how the 
alternative monitoring program will result in an equivalent or 
more accurate indicator of pollutants and/or BMP effectiveness.  
Facility operators with similar industrial activities may also 
propose alternative monitoring programs for approval by the 
Regional Water Boards.  These proposals must demonstrate how the 
alternative monitoring program will result in an equivalent or 
more accurate indicator of pollutants and/or BMP effectiveness 
for all of the participating facilities. 
 
Facility operators shall continue to comply with the existing 
monitoring program requirements until receiving approval by the 
Regional Water Board. 
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Group Monitoring 
 
Each facility operator may either perform sampling and analysis 
individually or participate in a group monitoring program.  A 
group monitoring program may be developed either by a group 
leader representing a group of similar facilities or by a local 
agency which holds a storm water permit for a municipal separate 
storm sewer system for industrial facilities within its 
jurisdiction.  The group leader or local agency responsible for 
the group monitoring program must schedule all participating 
facilities to sample two storm events over the life of this 
General Permit.  Facility operators subject to Federal effluent 
limitations guidelines in 40 CFR Subchapter N must individually 
sample and analyze for pollutants listed in the appropriate 
Federal regulations. 
 
Participants within a group may be located within the 
jurisdiction of more than one Regional Water Board.  Multi-
Regional Water Board groups must receive the approval of the 
State Water Board Executive Director (with the concurrence of the 
appropriate Regional Water Boards).   
 
Each group leader or local agency responsible for group sampling 
must: (1) provide guidance or training so that the monitoring is 
done correctly, (2) recommend appropriate BMPs to reduce or 
prevent pollutants in storm water discharges and authorized non-
storm water discharges from group participants, (3) evaluate and 
report the monitoring data to the State Water Board and/or the 
appropriate Regional Water Board(s), and (4) conduct two on-site 
inspections at each facility over the five year term of this 
General Permit to evaluate facility compliance and recommend BMPs 
to achieve compliance with this General Permit.  The group leader 
or local agency may designate, hire, or train inspectors to 
conduct these inspections that are or are not directly affiliated 
with the group leader or local agency.  It is the group leader's 
or local agency's responsibility to select inspectors that are 
capable of evaluating each facility's compliance with the General 
Permit and can recommend appropriate BMPs.  All group monitoring 
plans are subject to State Water Board and/or Regional Water 
Board(s) review.  Consistent with the four-tier permitting 
strategy described in the Federal regulations, the Regional Water 
Board(s) may evaluate the data and results from group monitoring 
to establish future permitting decisions.  As appropriate, the 
State Water Board and/or the Regional Water Board(s) may 
terminate or require substantial amendment to the group 
monitoring plans.  The State Water Board and/or the Regional 
Water Board(s) may terminate a facility's participation in group 
monitoring or require additional monitoring activities. 
 
Retention of Records 
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The facility operator is required to retain records of all 
monitoring information, copies of all reports required by this 
General Permit, and records of all data used to complete the NOI 
for a period of five years from the date of measurement, report, 
or monitoring activity.  This period may be extended by the State 
and/or Regional Water Boards.  All records are public documents 
and must be provided to the Regional Water Boards on request.   
 
Watershed Management 
 
The State and Regional Water Boards are undertaking a focussed 
effort in watershed management throughout the State.  In 
reissuing this General Permit, the State Water Board recognizes 
both the evolving nature of watershed management and the long-
term desirability of structuring monitoring programs to support 
the Watershed Management Initiative.  Therefore, the amended 
monitoring and reporting provisions provide flexibility for 
individual facility operators or groups of facility operators to 
propose and participate in, subject to Regional Water Board 
approval, watershed monitoring programs in lieu of some or all of 
the monitoring requirements contained in this General Permit. 
 
Facility Operator Compliance Responsibilities 
 
This General Permit has been written to encourage individual 
facility operators to develop their own SWPPP and monitoring 
programs.  Many facility operators, however, choose to obtain 
compliance assistance either by hiring a consultant on an 
individual basis or by participating in a group monitoring plan. 
Regardless of how a facility operator chooses to pursue 
compliance, it is the facility operator that is responsible for 
compliance with this General Permit.   
 
The State Water Board recognizes that industrial activities and 
operating conditions at many facilities change over time.  In 
addition, new and more effective BMPs are being developed by 
various facility operators and by industrial groups.  The SWPPP 
and monitoring program requirements include various inspections, 
reviews, and observations all of which recognize, encourage, and 
mandate an iterative self-evaluation process that is necessary to 
consistently comply with this General Permit.  In general, 
facility operators that develop and implement SWPPPs that comply 
with this General Permit should not be penalized when discovering  
minor violations through this iterative self-evaluation process. 
The General Permit provides facility operators up to 90 days to 
revise and implement the SWPPP to correct such violations.  



 
 STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD (STATE WATER BOARD) 
 WATER QUALITY ORDER NO. 97-03-DWQ 
 NATIONAL POLLUTANT DISCHARGE ELIMINATION SYSTEM (NPDES) 
 GENERAL PERMIT NO. CAS000001 (GENERAL PERMIT) 
 
 WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS (WDRS) 
 FOR 
 DISCHARGES OF STORM WATER ASSOCIATED WITH INDUSTRIAL ACTIVITIES 
 EXCLUDING CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES 
 
The State Water Board finds that: 
 
1. Federal regulations for storm water discharges were issued 

by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) on  
 November 16, 1990 (40 Code of Federal Regulations [CFR] 

Parts 122, 123, and 124).  The regulations require operators 
of specific categories of facilities where discharges of 
storm water associated with industrial activity (storm 
water) occur to obtain an NPDES permit and to implement Best 
Available Technology Economically Achievable (BAT) and Best 
Conventional Pollutant Control Technology (BCT) to reduce or 
prevent pollutants associated with industrial activity in 
storm water discharges and authorized non-storm discharges. 

 
2. This General Permit shall regulate storm water discharges 

and authorized non-storm water discharges from specific 
categories of industrial facilities identified in 
Attachment 1, storm water discharges and authorized non-
storm water discharges from facilities as designated by the 
Regional Water Quality Control Boards (Regional Water 
Boards), and storm water discharges and authorized non-storm 
water discharges from other facilities seeking General 
Permit coverage.  This General Permit may also regulate 
storm water discharges and authorized non-storm water 
discharges from facilities as required by U.S. EPA 
regulations.  This General Permit shall regulate storm water 
discharges and authorized non-storm water discharges 
previously regulated by San Francisco Bay Regional Water 
Board Order, No.92-11 (as amended by Order No. 92-116).  
This General Permit excludes storm water discharges and non-
storm water discharges that are regulated by other 
individual or general NPDES permits, storm water discharges 
and non-storm water discharges from construction activities, 
and storm water discharges and non-storm water discharges 
excluded by the Regional Water Boards for coverage by this 
General Permit.  Attachment 2 contains the addresses and 
telephone numbers of each Regional Water Board office. 

 
3. To obtain coverage for storm water discharges and authorized 

non-storm water discharges pursuant to this General Permit, 
operators of facilities (facility operators) must submit a 
Notice of Intent (NOI), in accordance with the Attachment 3
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 instructions, and appropriate annual fee to the State Water 
Board.  This includes facility operators that have 
participated in U.S. EPA's group application process. 

 
4. This General Permit does not preempt or supersede the 

authority of local agencies to prohibit, restrict, or control 
storm water discharges and authorized non-storm water 
discharges to storm drain systems or other water-courses 
within their jurisdictions as allowed by State and Federal 
law. 

 
5. If an individual NPDES permit is issued to a facility 

operator otherwise subject to this General Permit or an 
alternative NPDES general permit is subsequently adopted 
which covers storm water discharges and/or authorized non-
storm water discharges regulated by this General Permit, the 
applicability of this General Permit to such discharges is 
automatically terminated on the effective date of the 
individual NPDES permit or the date of approval for coverage 
under the subsequent NPDES general permit. 

 
6. Effluent limitations and toxic and effluent standards 

established in Sections 208(b), 301, 302, 303(d), 304, 306, 
307, and 403 of the Federal Clean Water Act (CWA), as 
amended, are applicable to storm water discharges and 
authorized non-storm water discharges regulated by this 
General Permit. 

 
7. This action to adopt an NPDES general permit is exempt from 

the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act 
(Public Resources Code Section 21100, et seq.) in accordance 
with Section 13389 of the California Water Code. 

 
8. Federal regulations (40 CFR Subchapter N) establish effluent 

limitations guidelines for storm water discharges from some 
facilities in ten industrial categories. 

 
9. For facilities which do not have established effluent 

limitation guidelines for storm water discharges in 40 CFR 
Subchapter N, it is not feasible at this time to establish 
numeric effluent limitations.  This is due to the large 
number of discharges and the complex nature of storm water 
discharges.  This is also consistent with the U.S. EPA's 
August 1, 1996 "Interim Permitting Approach for Water Quality 
Based Effluent Limitations in Storm Water Permits." 

 
10. Facility operators are required to comply with the terms and 

conditions of this General Permit.  Compliance with the terms 
and conditions of this General Permit constitutes compliance 
with BAT/BCT requirements and with requirements to achieve 
water quality standards.  This includes the development and 
implementation of an effective Storm Water Pollution 
Prevention Plan (SWPPP) to reduce or prevent  pollutants 
associated with industrial activity in storm water discharges 
and authorized non-storm water discharges. 
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11. Best Management Practices (BMPs) to reduce or prevent 

pollutants associated with industrial activity in storm water 
discharges and authorized non-storm water discharges are 
appropriate where numeric effluent limitations are 
infeasible, and the implementation of BMPs is adequate to 
achieve compliance with BAT/BCT and with water quality 
standards. 

 
12. The State Water Board has adopted a Watershed Management 

Initiative that encourages watershed management throughout 
the State.  This General Permit recognizes the Watershed 
Management Initiative by supporting the development of 
watershed monitoring programs authorized by the Regional 
Water Boards. 

 
13. Following adoption of this General Permit, the Regional Water 

Boards shall enforce its provisions.  
 
14. Following public notice in accordance with State and Federal 

laws and regulations, the State Water Board held a public 
hearing on November 12, 1996 and heard and considered all 
comments pertaining to this General Permit.  A response to 
all significant comments has been prepared and is available 
for public review. 

 
 15. This Order is an NPDES General Permit in compliance with 

Section 402 of the CWA and shall take effect upon adoption by 
the State Water Board. 

 
16. All terms that are defined in the CWA, U.S. EPA storm water 

regulations and the Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act 
will have the same definition in this General Permit unless 
otherwise stated.  

 
IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that all facility operators required to be 
regulated by this General Permit shall comply with the following: 
 
A. DISCHARGE PROHIBITIONS: 
 
1.   Except as allowed in Special Conditions (D.1.) of this 

General Permit, materials other than storm water (non-storm 
water discharges) that discharge either directly or 
indirectly to waters of the United States are prohibited.  
Prohibited non-storm water discharges must be either 
eliminated or permitted by a separate NPDES permit. 

 
 2. Storm water discharges and authorized non-storm water 

discharges shall not cause or threaten to cause pollution, 
contamination, or nuisance. 

 
B.   EFFLUENT LIMITATIONS: 
 
 1. Storm water discharges from facilities subject to storm water 

effluent limitation guidelines in Federal regulations (40 CFR 
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Subchapter N) shall not exceed the specified effluent 
limitations. 

 
 2. Storm water discharges and authorized non-storm water 

discharges regulated by this General Permit shall not contain 
a hazardous substance equal to or in excess of a reportable 
quantity listed in 40 CFR Part 117 and/or 40 CFR Part 302. 

 
 3. Facility operators covered by this General Permit must reduce 

or prevent pollutants associated with industrial activity in 
storm water discharges and authorized non-storm water 
discharges through implementation of BAT for toxic and non-
conventional pollutants and BCT for conventional pollutants. 
Development and implementation of an SWPPP that complies with 
the requirements in Section A of the General Permit and that 
includes BMPs that achieve BAT/BCT constitutes compliance 
with this requirement. 

    
C. RECEIVING WATER LIMITATIONS: 
 
  1. Storm water discharges and authorized non-storm water 

discharges to any surface or ground water shall not 
adversely impact human health or the environment. 

 
  2. Storm water discharges and authorized non-storm water 

discharges shall not cause or contribute to an 
exceedance of any applicable water quality standards 
contained in a Statewide Water Quality Control Plan or 
the applicable Regional Water Board's Basin Plan. 

 
 3. A facility operator will not be in violation of 

Receiving Water Limitation C.2. as long as the facility 
operator has implemented BMPs that achieve BAT/BCT and   

   the following procedure is followed: 
 
    a. The facility operator shall submit a report to the 

appropriate Regional Water Board that describes the 
BMPs that are currently being implemented and 
additional BMPs that will be implemented to prevent 
or reduce any pollutants that are causing or 
contributing to the exceedance of water quality  

   standards.  The report shall include an 
implementation schedule.  The Regional Water Board 
may require modifications to the report. 

 
   b. Following approval of the report described above by 

the Regional Water Board, the facility operator 
shall revise its SWPPP and monitoring program to 
incorporate the additional BMPs that have been and 
will be implemented, the implementation schedule, 
and any additional monitoring required. 

  
  4. A facility operator shall be in violation of this General 

Permit if he/she fails to do any of the following: 
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    a. Submit the report described above within 60 days after 
either the facility operator or the Regional Water 
Board determines that discharges are causing or 
contributing to an exceedance of an applicable water 
quality standard; 

    
   b. Submit a report that is approved by the Regional 

 Water Board; or 
    
   c. Revise its SWPPP and monitoring program as  required  

by the approved report. 
 
D. SPECIAL CONDITIONS 
 
 1. Non-Storm Water Discharges 
 

 a.  The following non-storm water discharges are  
authorized by this General Permit provided that they 
satisfy the conditions specified in Paragraph b. 
below:  fire hydrant flushing; potable water 
sources, including potable water related to the 
operation, maintenance, or testing of potable water 
systems; drinking fountain water; atmospheric 
condensates including refrigeration, air 
conditioning, and compressor condensate; irrigation 
drainage; landscape watering; springs; ground water; 
foundation or footing drainage; and sea water 
infiltration where the sea waters are discharged 
back into the sea water source. 

 
   b.  The non-storm water discharges as provided in 

Paragraph a. above are authorized by this General 
Permit if all the following conditions are met: 

 
         i. The non-storm water discharges are in 

 compliance with Regional Water Board 
 requirements. 

 
      ii. The non-storm water discharges are in 

 compliance with local agency ordinances 
 and/or requirements. 

    iii. BMPs are specifically included in the SWPPP 
 to (1) prevent or reduce the contact of non-
 storm water discharges with significant 
 materials or equipment and (2) minimize, to 
 the extent practicable, the flow or volume of 
 non-storm water discharges. 

 
     iv. The non-storm water discharges do not contain 

 significant quantities of pollutants. 
 
      v. The monitoring program includes quarterly 

visual observations of each non-storm water 
discharge and its sources to ensure that BMPs 
are being implemented and are effective. 
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       vi. The non-storm water discharges are reported 

and described annually as part of the annual 
report. 

 
   c. The Regional Water Board or its designee may establish 

additional monitoring programs and reporting 
requirements for any non-storm water discharge 
authorized by this General Permit. 

 
   d. Discharges from firefighting activities are authorized 

by this General Permit and are not subject to the 
conditions of Paragraph b. above. 

 
E. PROVISIONS 
 
  1. All facility operators seeking coverage by this General 

Permit must submit an NOI for each of the facilities they 
operate.  Facility operators filing an NOI after the 
adoption of this General Permit shall use the NOI form and 
instructions (Attachment 3) attached to this General 
Permit.  Existing facility operators who have filed an NOI 
pursuant to State Water Board Order  

   No. 91-013-DWQ (as amended by Order No. 92-12-DWQ) or  
   San Francisco Bay Regional Water Board Order No. 92-11 (as 

amended by Order No. 92-116) shall submit an abbreviated 
NOI form provided by the State Water Board.  The 
abbreviated NOI form shall be submitted within 45 days of 
receipt. 

 
  2. Facility operators who have filed an NOI, pursuant to 

State Water Board Order No. 91-013-DWQ (as amended by 
Order No. 92-12-DWQ) or San Francisco Bay Regional Water 
Board Order No. 92-11 (as amended by Order No. 92-116), 
shall continue to implement their existing SWPPP and shall 
implement any necessary revisions to their SWPPP in 
accordance with Section A of this General Permit in a 
timely manner, but in no case later than August 1, 1997. 
Facility operators beginning industrial activities after 
adoption of this General Permit must develop and implement 
an SWPPP in accordance with Section A of this General 
Permit when the industrial activities begin.   

  
  3. Facility operators who have filed an NOI, pursuant to 

State Water Board Order No. 91-013-DWQ (as amended by 
Order No. 92-12-DWQ) or San Francisco Bay Regional Water 
Board Order No. 92-11 (as amended by Order No. 92-116), 
shall continue to implement their existing Monitoring 
Program and shall implement any necessary revisions to 
their Monitoring Program in accordance with Section B of 
the General Permit in a timely manner, but in no case 
later than August 1, 1997.  Facility operators beginning 
industrial activities after adoption of this General 
Permit must develop and implement a Monitoring Program in 
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accordance with Section B of this General Permit when 
industrial activities begin. 

 
  4. Facility operators of feedlots as defined in 40 CFR  Part 

412 that are in full compliance with Section 2560 to 
Section 2565, Title 23, California Code of Regulations 
(Chapter 15) will be in compliance with all effluent 
limitations and prohibitions contained in this General 
Permit.  Facility operators of feedlots that comply with 
Chapter 15, however, must perform monitoring in compliance 
with the requirements of Section B.4.d. and B.14. of this 
General Permit.  Facility operators of feedlots must also 
comply with any Regional Water Board WDRs or NPDES general 
permit regulating their storm water discharges.   

 
  5. All facility operators must comply with lawful 

requirements of municipalities, counties, drainage 
districts, and other local agencies regarding storm water 
discharges and non-storm water discharges entering  storm 
drain systems or other watercourses under their 
jurisdiction, including applicable requirements in 
municipal storm water management programs developed to 
comply with NPDES permits issued by the Regional Water 
Boards to local agencies. 

 
 6. All facility operators must comply with the standard 

provisions and reporting requirements for each facility 
covered by this General Permit contained in Section C,  
Standard Provisions. 

 
 7. Facility operators that operate facilities with        
   co-located industrial activities (facilities that have 

industrial activities that meet more than one of the 
descriptions in Attachment 1) that are  contiguous to  

   one another are authorized to file a single NOI to  
   comply with the General Permit.  Storm water discharges 

and authorized non-storm water discharges from the co-
located industrial activities are authorized if the SWPPP 
and Monitoring  Program addresses each co-located 
industrial activity. 

 
 8. Upon reissuance of a successor NPDES general permit by the 

State Water Board, the facility operators subject to this 
reissued General Permit may be required to file an NOI. 

 
 9. Facility operators may request to terminate their coverage 

under this General Permit by filing a Notice of 
Termination (NOT) with the Regional Water Board.  The NOT 
shall provide all documentation requested by the Regional 
Water Board.  The facility operator will be notified when 
the NOT has been approved.  Should the NOT be denied, 
facility operators are responsible for continued 
compliance with the requirements of this General Permit. 
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 10. Facility operators who have filed an NOI, pursuant to 
State Water Board Order No. 91-013-DWQ (as amended by 
Order No. 92-12) or San Francisco Bay Regional Water Board 
Order No. 92-11 (as amended by Order No. 92-116) shall: 

   
   a. Complete the 1996-97 activities required by those 

general permits.  These include, but are not limited 
to, conducting any remaining visual observations, 
sample collection, annual site inspection, annual 
report submittal, and (for group monitoring leaders) 
Group Evaluation Reports; and  

 
   b. Comply with the requirements of this General Permit 

no later than August 1, 1997. 
  
 11. If the Regional Water Board determines that a discharge 

may be causing or contributing to an exceedance of any 
applicable water quality standards contained in a 
Statewide Water Quality Control Plan or the applicable 
Regional Water Board's Basin Plan, the Regional Water 
Board may order the facility operator to comply with the 
requirements described in Receiving Water       

   Limitation C.3.  The facility operator shall comply with 
the requirements within the time schedule established by 
the Regional Water Board. 

 
 12. If the facility operator determines that its storm water 

discharges or authorized non-storm water discharges are 
causing or contributing to an exceedance of any 

   applicable water quality standards, the facility operator 
shall comply with the requirements described in Receiving 
Water Limitation C.3. 

 
 13. State Water Board Order No. 91-013-DWQ (as amended by 

Order No. 92-12-DWQ) and San Francisco Bay Regional Water 
Board Order No. 91-011 (as amended by Order  

   No. 92-116) are hereby rescinded. 
 
F. REGIONAL WATER BOARD AUTHORITIES 
 
 1. Following adoption of this General Permit, Regional Water 

Boards shall: 
 
   a. Implement the provisions of this General Permit, 

including, but not limited to, reviewing SWPPPs, 
reviewing annual reports, conducting compliance 
inspections, and taking enforcement actions. 

 
   b. Issue other NPDES general permits or individual NPDES 

storm water permits as they deem appropriate to 
individual facility operators, facility operators of 
specific categories of industrial activities, or 
facility operators in a watershed or geographic area. 
Upon issuance of such NPDES permits by a Regional Water 
Board, the affected facility operator shall no longer 



-9- 
 
  

be regulated by this General Permit.  Any new NPDES 
permit issued by the Regional Water Board may contain 
different requirements than the requirements of this 
General Permit. 

 
 2. Regional Water Boards may provide guidance to facility 

operators on the SWPPP and the Monitoring Program and 
reporting implementation. 

 
 3. Regional Water Boards may require facility operators to 

conduct additional SWPPP and Monitoring Program and 
reporting activities necessary to achieve compliance with 
this General Permit. 

 
 4. Regional Water Boards may approve requests from facility 

operators whose facilities include co-located industrial 
activities that are not contiguous within the facilities  
(e.g., some military bases) to comply with this General 
Permit under a single NOI.  Storm water discharges and 
authorized non-storm water discharges from the co-located 
industrial activities and from other sources within the 
facility that may generate significant quantities of 
pollutants are authorized provided the SWPPP and Monitoring 
Program addresses each co-located industrial activity and 
other sources that may generate significant quantities of 
pollutants. 

 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 
The undersigned, Administrative Assistant to the State Water 
Board, does hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true, and 
correct copy of an order duly and regularly adopted at a meeting 
of the State Water Resources Control Board held on  
April 17, 1997. 
 
 
AYE:  John P. Caffrey 
   John W. Brown 
   James M. Stubchaer 
   Marc Del Piero 
   Mary Jane Forster 
 
 
NO:      None 
 
 
ABSENT:  None 
 
 
ABSTAIN: None 
 
 
                                                
          Maureen Marché 
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                 Administrative Assistant to the Board 
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SECTION A:  STORM WATER POLLUTION PREVENTION PLAN REQUIREMENTS 
 
 1. Implementation Schedule 
 
 A storm water pollution prevention plan (SWPPP) shall be 

developed and implemented for each facility covered by this 
General Permit in accordance with the following schedule. 

 
 a. Facility operators beginning industrial activities 

before October 1, 1992 shall develop and implement the 
SWPPP no later than October 1, 1992.  Facility operators 
beginning industrial activities after  October 1, 1992 
shall develop and implement the SWPPP when industrial 
activities begin.   

 
 b. Existing facility operators that submitted a Notice of 

Intent (NOI), pursuant to State Water Resources Control 
Board (State Water Board) Order No. 91-013-DWQ (as 
amended by Order No. 92-12) or San Francisco Bay 
Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Water 
Board) Order No. 92-11 (as amended by Order  

  No. 92-116), shall continue to implement their existing 
SWPPP and shall implement any necessary revisions to 
their SWPPP in a timely manner, but in no case later 
than August 1, 1997. 

 
 2. Objectives 
 
 The SWPPP has two major objectives:  (a) to identify and 

evaluate sources of pollutants associated with industrial 
activities that may affect the quality of storm water 
discharges and authorized non-storm water discharges from  

 the facility; and (b) to identify and implement site- 
specific best management practices (BMPs) to reduce or 
prevent pollutants associated with industrial activities in 
storm water discharges and authorized non-storm water 
discharges.  BMPs may include a variety of pollution 
prevention measures or other low-cost and pollution control 
measures.  They are generally categorized as non-structural 
BMPs (activity schedules, prohibitions of practices, 
maintenance procedures, and other low-cost measures) and as 
structural BMPs (treatment measures, run-off controls, over-
head coverage.)  To achieve these objectives, facility 
operators should consider the five phase process for SWPPP 
development and implementation as shown in Table A. 

 
 The SWPPP requirements are designed to be sufficiently 

flexible to meet the needs of various facilities.  SWPPP 
requirements that are not applicable to a facility should  

 not be included in the SWPPP. 
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 A facility's SWPPP is a written document that shall contain  
 a compliance activity schedule, a description of industrial 

activities and pollutant sources, descriptions of BMPs, 
drawings, maps, and relevant copies or references of parts of 
other plans.  The SWPPP shall be revised whenever appropriate 
and shall be readily available for review by facility 
employees or Regional Water Board inspectors. 

 
 3. Planning and Organization 
 
  a. Pollution Prevention Team 
 
   The SWPPP shall identify a specific individual or 

individuals and their positions within the facility 
organization as members of a storm water pollution 
prevention team responsible for developing the SWPPP, 
assisting the facility manager in SWPPP implementation and 
revision, and conducting all monitoring program activities 
required in Section B of this General Permit.  The SWPPP 
shall clearly identify the General Permit related 
responsibilities, duties, and activities of each team 
member.  For small facilities, storm water pollution 
prevention teams may consist of one individual where 
appropriate. 

 
  b. Review Other Requirements and Existing Facility Plans 
 
   The SWPPP may incorporate or reference the appropriate 

elements of other regulatory requirements.  Facility 
operators should review all local, State, and Federal 
requirements that impact, complement, or are consistent 
with the requirements of this General Permit.  Facility 
operators should identify any existing facility plans that 
contain storm water pollutant control measures or relate to 
the requirements of this General Permit.  As examples, 
facility operators whose facilities are subject to Federal 
Spill Prevention Control and Countermeasures' requirements 
should already have instituted a plan to control spills of 
certain hazardous materials.  Similarly, facility operators 
whose facilities are subject to air quality related permits 
and regulations may already have evaluated industrial 
activities that generate dust or particulates. 

 
4. Site Map 
 
  The SWPPP shall include a site map.  The site map shall be 

provided on an 8-½ x 11 inch or larger sheet and include 
notes, legends, and other data as appropriate to ensure that 
the site map is clear and understandable.  If necessary,  
facility operators may provide the required information on 
multiple site maps. 

  TABLE A 
 FIVE PHASES FOR DEVELOPING AND IMPLEMENTING INDUSTRIAL 
 STORM WATER POLLUTION PREVENTION PLANS 
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 PLANNING AND ORGANIZATION 
 
   *Form Pollution Prevention Team 
   *Review other plans 
 

 ↓ 

 ASSESSMENT PHASE 
 
      *Develop a site map 
      *Identify potential pollutant sources 
      *Inventory of materials and chemicals 
      *List significant spills and leaks 
      *Identify non-storm water discharges 
      *Assess pollutant Risks 
 

 ↓ 

 BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES IDENTIFICATION PHASE 
 
      *Non-structural BMPs 
      *Structural BMPs 
      *Select activity and site-specific BMPs 
 

                           ↓ 

          IMPLEMENTATION PHASE 
 
      *Train employees  
      *Implement BMPs 
      *Conduct recordkeeping and reporting 
           

 ↓ 

 EVALUATION / MONITORING 
 
  *Conduct annual site evaluation 
  *Review monitoring information 
  *Evaluate BMPs 
  *Review and revise SWPPP 

  
The following information shall be included on the site map: 
 
 a.   The facility boundaries; the outline of all storm water 

drainage areas within the facility boundaries; portions of 
the drainage area impacted by run-on from surrounding 
areas; and direction of flow of each drainage area,    on-
site surface water bodies, and areas of soil erosion. The 
map shall also identify nearby water bodies (such as 
rivers, lakes, and ponds) and municipal storm drain inlets 
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where the facility's storm water discharges and authorized 
non-storm water discharges may be received.   

 
 b.   The location of the storm water collection and conveyance 

system, associated points of discharge, and direction of 
flow.  Include any structural control measures that affect 
storm water discharges, authorized non-storm water 
discharges, and run-on.  Examples of structural control 
measures are catch basins, berms, detention ponds, 
secondary containment, oil/water separators, diversion 
barriers, etc. 

 
 c.   An outline of all impervious areas of the facility, 

including paved areas, buildings, covered storage areas, 
or other roofed structures. 

 
 d.   Locations where materials are directly exposed to 

precipitation and the locations where significant spills 
or leaks identified in Section A.6.a.iv. below have 
occurred. 

 
 e.   Areas of industrial activity.  This shall include the 

locations of all storage areas and storage tanks, shipping 
and receiving areas, fueling areas, vehicle and equipment 
storage/maintenance areas, material handling and 
processing areas, waste treatment and disposal areas, dust 
or particulate generating areas, cleaning and rinsing 
areas, and other areas of industrial activity which are 
potential pollutant sources. 

 
 5. List of Significant Materials  
 
 The SWPPP shall include a list of significant materials  

handled and stored at the site.  For each material on the 
list, describe the locations where the material is being 
stored, received, shipped, and handled, as well as the 
typical quantities and frequency.  Materials shall include 
raw materials, intermediate products, final or finished 
products, recycled materials, and waste or disposed 
materials.   

 
 
 
 6. Description of Potential Pollutant Sources 
 
  a. The SWPPP shall include a narrative description of the 

facility's industrial activities, as identified in Section 
A.4.e above, associated potential pollutant sources, and 
potential pollutants that could be discharged in storm 
water discharges or authorized non-storm water discharges. 
 At a minimum, the following items related to a facility's 
industrial activities shall be considered: 
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   i. Industrial Processes 
 
     Describe each industrial process, the type, 

characteristics, and quantity of significant  
   materials used in or resulting from the process, and  
   a description of the manufacturing, cleaning,  
   rinsing, recycling, disposal, or other activities 

related to the process.  Where applicable, areas 
protected by containment structures and the 
corresponding containment capacity shall be described. 

   
   ii. Material Handling and Storage Areas 
 
   Describe each handling and storage area, type, 

characteristics, and quantity of significant materials 
handled or stored, description of the shipping, 
receiving, and loading procedures, and the spill or 
leak prevention and response procedures.  Where 
applicable, areas protected by containment structures 
and the corresponding containment capacity shall be 
described. 

 
  iii. Dust and Particulate Generating Activities  
 
   Describe all industrial activities that generate dust 

or particulates that may be deposited within the 
facility's boundaries and identify their discharge 
locations; the characteristics of dust and particulate 
pollutants; the approximate quantity of  dust and 
particulate pollutants that may be deposited within 
the facility boundaries; and a description of the 
primary areas of the facility where dust and 
particulate pollutants would settle. 

 
   iv. Significant Spills and Leaks 
 
   Describe materials that have spilled or leaked in 

significant quantities in storm water discharges or 
non-storm water discharges since April 17, 1994.  
Include toxic chemicals (listed in 40 CFR, Part 302)  

   that have been discharged to storm water as reported 
on U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA)   
Form R, and oil and hazardous substances in excess of 
reportable quantities (see 40 Code of Federal 
Regulations [CFR], Parts 110, 117, and 302).   

 
   The description shall include the type, 

characteristics, and approximate quantity of the 
material spilled or leaked, the cleanup or remedial 
actions that have occurred or are planned, the 
approximate remaining quantity of materials that may 
be exposed to storm water or non-storm water 
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discharges, and the preventative measures taken to 
ensure spill or leaks do not reoccur.  Such list  

   shall be updated as appropriate during the term of 
this General Permit. 

 
  v. Non-Storm Water Discharges 
 
   Facility operators shall investigate the facility to 

identify all non-storm water discharges and their 
sources.  As part of this investigation, all drains 
(inlets and outlets) shall be evaluated to identify  
whether they connect to the storm drain system. 

     
   All non-storm water discharges shall be described.  

This shall include the source, quantity, frequency, 
and characteristics of the non-storm water discharges 
and associated drainage area. 

 
   Non-storm water discharges that contain significant 

quantities of pollutants or that do not meet the 
conditions provided in Special Conditions D. are 
prohibited by this General Permit (Examples of 
prohibited non-storm water discharges are contact and 
non-contact cooling water, boiler blowdown, rinse 
water, wash water, etc.).  Non-storm water discharges 
that meet the conditions provided in Special  

   Condition D. are authorized by this General Permit.  
The SWPPP must include BMPs to prevent or reduce 
contact of non-storm water discharges with  

   significant materials or equipment.  
 
   vi. Soil Erosion 
 
   Describe the facility locations where soil erosion may 

occur as a result of industrial activity, storm water 
discharges associated with industrial activity, or 
authorized non-storm water discharges. 

 
 b. The SWPPP shall include a summary of all areas of 

industrial activities, potential pollutant sources, and 
potential pollutants.  This information should be 
summarized similar to Table B.  The last column of  

  Table B, "Control Practices", should be completed in   
  accordance with Section A.8. below. 
 
 7. Assessment of Potential Pollutant Sources 
 
  a. The SWPPP shall include a narrative assessment of all 

industrial activities and potential pollutant sources as 
described in A.6. above to determine: 

    
  i. Which areas of the facility are likely sources of  
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   pollutants in storm water discharges and authorized 
non-storm water discharges, and  

 
  ii. Which pollutants are likely to be present in storm 

water discharges and authorized non-storm water 
discharges.  Facility operators shall consider and 
evaluate various factors when performing this 
assessment such as current storm water BMPs; 
quantities of significant materials handled, 
produced, stored, or disposed of; likelihood of 
exposure to storm water or authorized non-storm water 
discharges; history of spill or leaks; and run-on 
from outside sources. 

 
 b. Facility operators shall summarize the areas of the 

facility that are likely sources of pollutants and the 
corresponding pollutants that are likely to be present in 
storm water discharges and authorized non-storm water 
discharges. 

 
  Facility operators are required to develop and implement 

additional BMPs as appropriate and necessary to prevent or 
reduce pollutants associated with each pollutant source.  
The BMPs will be narratively described in Section 8 below. 

 
  8. Storm Water Best Management Practices 
 
 The SWPPP shall include a narrative description of the storm 

water BMPs to be implemented at the facility for each 
potential pollutant and its source identified in the site 
assessment phase (Sections A.6. and 7. above).  The BMPs 
shall be developed and implemented to reduce or prevent 
pollutants in storm water discharges and authorized non-storm 
water discharges.  Each pollutant and its source may require 
one or more BMPs.  Some BMPs may be implemented for multiple 
pollutants and their sources, while other BMPs will be 
implemented for a very specific pollutant and its source. 



 
 

 -18- 

TABLE B 
EXAMPLE 

ASSESSMENT OF POTENTIAL POLLUTION SOURCES AND 
CORRESPONDING BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES  

SUMMARY 
 

Area Activity Pollutant Source Pollutant Best Management Practices 

     

Vehicle & 
Equipment 
Fueling 

Fueling Spills and leaks 
during delivery 

fuel oil - Use spill and overflow protection 
 
- Minimize run-on of storm water into the 

fueling area 
 
- Cover fueling area 
 
- Use dry cleanup methods rather than 

hosing down area 
 
- Implement proper spill prevention 

control program 
 
- Implement adequate preventative 

maintenance program to preventive tank 
and line leaks 

 
- Inspect fueling areas regularly to 

detect problems before they occur 
- Train employees on proper fueling, 

cleanup, and spill response techniques. 

  Spills caused by 
topping off fuel tanks 

fuel oil   

  Hosing or washing down 
fuel area 

fuel oil   

  Leaking storage tanks fuel oil   

  Rainfall running off 
fueling area, and 
rainfall running onto 
and off fueling area 

fuel oil  
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 The description of the BMPs shall identify the BMPs as  
 (1) existing BMPs, (2) existing BMPs to be revised and 
implemented, or (3) new BMPs to be implemented.  The description 
shall also include a discussion on the effectiveness of each BMP 
to reduce or prevent pollutants in storm water discharges and 
authorized non-storm water discharges.  The SWPPP shall provide 
a summary of all BMPs implemented for each pollutant source.  
This information should be summarized similar to Table B. 
 
 Facility operators shall consider the following BMPs for 
implementation at the facility: 
   
 a. Non-Structural BMPs 
 
 Non-structural BMPs generally consist of processes, 

prohibitions, procedures, schedule of activities, etc., that 
prevent pollutants associated with industrial activity from 
contacting with storm water discharges and authorized non-
storm water discharges.  They are considered low technology, 
cost-effective measures.  Facility operators should consider 
all possible non-structural BMPs options before considering 
additional structural BMPs (see Section A.8.b. below). Below 
is a list of non-structural BMPs that should be considered: 

 
 i. Good Housekeeping 
  
  Good housekeeping generally consist of practical 

procedures to maintain a clean and orderly facility. 
 
    ii.  Preventive Maintenance 
 
   Preventive maintenance includes the regular  
   inspection and maintenance of structural storm water 

controls (catch basins, oil/water separators, etc.)  
   as well as other facility equipment and systems. 
 
   iii.  Spill Response 
 
  This includes spill clean-up procedures and necessary 

clean-up equipment based upon the quantities and 
locations of significant materials that may spill or 
leak. 

         
 iv.  Material Handling and Storage 
 
   This includes all procedures to minimize the  
   potential for spills and leaks and to minimize 

exposure of significant materials to storm water and 
authorized non-storm water discharges. 
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  v.  Employee Training 
 
   This includes training of personnel who are 

responsible for (1) implementing activities  
   identified in the SWPPP, (2) conducting inspections, 

sampling, and visual observations, and (3) managing 
storm water. Training should address topics such as 
spill response, good housekeeping, and material 
handling procedures, and actions necessary to 
implement all BMPs identified in the SWPPP.  The  

   SWPPP shall identify periodic dates for such  
   training. Records shall be maintained of all  
   training sessions held. 
 
 vi.  Waste Handling/Recycling  
     
   This includes the procedures or processes to handle, 

store, or dispose of waste materials or recyclable 
materials. 

 
   vii.  Recordkeeping and Internal Reporting 
 
   This includes the procedures to ensure that all 

records of inspections, spills, maintenance 
activities, corrective actions, visual observations, 
etc., are developed, retained, and provided, as 
necessary, to the appropriate facility personnel. 

 
  viii.  Erosion Control and Site Stabilization 
 
   This includes a description of all sediment and 

erosion control activities.  This may include the 
planting and maintenance of vegetation, diversion of 
run-on and runoff, placement of sandbags, silt 
screens, or other sediment control devices, etc. 

 
    ix.  Inspections 
 
   This includes, in addition to the preventative 

maintenance inspections identified above, an 
inspection schedule of all potential pollutant 
sources.  Tracking and follow-up procedures shall be 
described to ensure adequate corrective actions are 
taken and SWPPPs are made. 

 
 x.  Quality Assurance 
 
   This includes the procedures to ensure that all 

elements of the SWPPP and Monitoring Program are 
adequately conducted. 
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b. Structural BMPs 
 

    Where non-structural BMPs as identified in Section A.8.a. 
above are not effective, structural BMPs shall be 
considered.  Structural BMPs generally consist of 
structural devices that reduce or prevent pollutants in 
storm water discharges and authorized non-storm water 
discharges.  Below is a list of structural BMPs that 
should be considered: 

   
  i.  Overhead Coverage 
 

     This includes structures that provide horizontal 
coverage of materials, chemicals, and pollutant 
sources from contact with storm water and authorized 
non-storm water discharges. 

 
  ii. Retention Ponds 
 

     This includes basins, ponds, surface impoundments, 
bermed areas, etc. that do not allow storm water to 
discharge from the facility. 

 
  iii. Control Devices 
 

     This includes berms or other devices that channel or 
route run-on and runoff away from pollutant sources. 

 
  iv. Secondary Containment Structures 
 

     This generally includes containment structures 
around storage tanks and other areas for the purpose 
of collecting any leaks or spills. 

 
   v. Treatment 
 

     This includes inlet controls, infiltration devices, 
oil/water separators, detention ponds, vegetative 
swales, etc. that reduce the pollutants in storm 
water discharges and authorized non-storm water 
discharges. 

 
9.   Annual Comprehensive Site Compliance Evaluation 
 
   The facility operator shall conduct one comprehensive site 

compliance evaluation (evaluation) in each reporting  
   period (July 1-June 30).  Evaluations shall be conducted 

within 8-16 months of each other.  The SWPPP shall be 
revised, as appropriate, and the revisions implemented 
within 90 days of the evaluation.  Evaluations shall  

   include the following: 
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   a. A review of all visual observation records, inspection 
records, and sampling and analysis results. 

 
   b. A visual inspection of all potential pollutant sources 

for evidence of, or the potential for, pollutants 
entering the drainage system.   

 
   c. A review and evaluation of all BMPs (both structural 

and non-structural) to determine whether the BMPs are 
adequate, properly implemented and maintained, or 
whether additional BMPs are needed.  A visual 
inspection of equipment needed to implement the SWPPP, 
such as spill response equipment, shall be included. 

 
   d. An evaluation report that includes, (i) identification 

of personnel performing the evaluation, (ii) the 
date(s) of the evaluation, (iii) necessary SWPPP 
revisions, (iv) schedule, as required in Section 
A.10.e, for implementing SWPPP revisions, (v) any 
incidents of non-compliance and the corrective actions 
taken, and (vi) a certification that the facility 
operator is in compliance with this General Permit.  If 
the above certification cannot be provided, explain in 
the evaluation report why the facility operator is not 
in compliance with this General Permit.  The evaluation 
report shall be submitted as part of the annual report, 
retained  for at least five years, and signed and 
certified in accordance with Standard Provisions 9. and 
10. of Section C. of this General Permit. 

 
10. SWPPP General Requirements 
 
  a. The SWPPP shall be retained on site and made available 

upon request of a representative of the Regional Water 
Board and/or local storm water management agency  

   (local agency) which receives the storm water 
discharges. 

 
 b. The Regional Water Board and/or local agency may   
  notify the facility operator when the SWPPP does not 

meet one or more of the minimum requirements of this 
Section.  As requested by the Regional Water Board 
and/or local agency, the facility operator shall  

  submit an SWPPP revision and implementation schedule 
that meets the minimum requirements of this section to 
the Regional Water Board and/or local agency that 
requested the SWPPP revisions.  Within 14 days after 
implementing the required SWPPP revisions, the  

  facility operator shall provide written certification 
to the Regional Water Board and/or local agency that 
the revisions have been implemented. 
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  c. The SWPPP shall be revised, as appropriate, and 
implemented prior to changes in industrial activities 
which (i) may significantly increase the quantities of 
pollutants in storm water discharge, (ii) cause a new 
area of industrial activity at the facility to be 
exposed to storm water, or (iii) begin an industrial 
activity which would introduce a new pollutant source 
at the facility.   

 
  d. Other than as provided in Provisions B.11, B.12, and 

E.2 of the General Permit, the SWPPP shall be revised 
and implemented in a timely manner, but in no case  

   more than 90 days after a facility operator determines 
that the SWPPP is in violation of any requirement(s)  

   of this General Permit. 
 
  e. When any part of the SWPPP is infeasible to implement 

by the deadlines specified in Provision E.2 or  
    Sections A.1, A.9, A.10.c, and A.10.d of this General 

Permit due to proposed significant structural changes, 
the facility operator shall submit a report to the 
Regional Water Board prior to the applicable deadline 
that (i) describes the portion of the SWPPP that is 
infeasible to implement by the deadline, (ii) provides 
justification for a time extension, (iii) provides a 
schedule for completing and implementing that portion 
of the SWPPP, and (iv) describes the BMPs that will be 
implemented in the interim period to reduce or prevent 
pollutants in storm water discharges and authorized 
non-storm water discharges.  Such reports are subject 
to Regional Water Board approval and/or modifications. 
Facility operators shall provide written notification 
to the Regional Water Board within 14 days after the 
SWPPP revisions are implemented. 

   
  f. The SWPPP shall be provided, upon request, to the 

Regional Water Board.  The SWPPP is considered a  
   report that shall be available to the public by the 

Regional Water Board under Section 308(b) of the Clean 
Water Act. 
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SECTION B.  MONITORING PROGRAM AND REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 
 
1. Implementation Schedule 
 
 Each facility operator shall develop a written monitoring 

program for each facility covered by this General Permit in 
accordance with the following schedule: 

 
 a. Facility operators beginning industrial activities before 

October 1, 1992 shall develop and implement a monitoring 
program no later than October 1, 1992.  Facility  

   operators beginning operations after October 1, 1992  
   shall develop and implement a monitoring program when the 

industrial activities begin. 
 
 b. Facility operators that submitted a Notice Of Intent  
   (NOI) pursuant to State Water Resources Control Board 

(State Water Board) Order No. 91-013-DWQ (as amended by 
Order No. 92-12) or San Francisco Bay Regional Water 
Quality Control Board (Regional Water Board) Order  

   No. 92-11 (as amended by Order No. 92-116), shall  
   continue to implement their existing monitoring program  
   and implement any necessary revisions to their monitoring 

program in a timely manner, but in no case later than 
August 1, 1997.  These facility operators may use the 
monitoring results conducted in accordance with those 
expired general permits to satisfy the  

   pollutant/parameter reduction requirements in Section 
B.5.c., Sampling and Analysis Exemptions and Reduction 
certifications in Section B.12., and Group Monitoring 
Sampling credits in B.15.k.  For facilities beginning 
industrial activities after the adoption of this General 
Permit, the monitoring program shall be developed and 
implemented when the facility begins the industrial 
activities. 

 
2. Objectives 
 
 The objectives of the monitoring program are to: 
 
 a. Ensure that storm water discharges are in compliance with 

the Discharge Prohibitions, Effluent Limitations, and 
Receiving Water Limitations specified in this General 
Permit. 

  
 b. Ensure practices at the facility to reduce or prevent 

pollutants in storm water discharges and authorized non-
storm water discharges are evaluated and revised to meet 
changing conditions. 

 
 c. Aid in the implementation and revision of the SWPPP 

required by Section A of this General Permit. 
 
 d. Measure the effectiveness of best management practices 

(BMPs) to prevent or reduce pollutants in storm water 
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discharges and authorized non-storm water discharges.  
Much of the information necessary to develop the 
monitoring program, such as discharge locations, drainage 
areas, pollutant sources, etc., should be found in the 
Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP).  The 
facility's monitoring program shall be a written, site-
specific document that shall be revised whenever 
appropriate and be readily available for review by 
employees or Regional Water Board inspectors. 

 
3. Non-storm Water Discharge Visual Observations 
 
 a. Facility operators shall visually observe all drainage 

areas within their facilities for the presence of 
unauthorized non-storm water discharges;  

 
 b. Facility operators shall visually observe the 

facility's authorized non-storm water discharges and 
their sources; 

 
 c. The visual observations required above shall occur 

quarterly, during daylight hours, on days with no storm 
water discharges, and during scheduled facility 
operating hours1.  Quarterly visual observations shall 
be conducted in each of the following periods:  
January-March, April-June, July-September, and October-
December.  Facility operators shall conduct quarterly 
visual observations within 6-18 weeks of each other.   

 
 d. Visual observations shall document the presence of any 

discolorations, stains, odors, floating materials, 
etc., as well as the source of any discharge.  Records 
shall be maintained of the visual observation dates, 
locations observed, observations, and response taken to 
eliminate unauthorized non-storm water discharges and 
to reduce or prevent pollutants from contacting non-
storm water discharges.  The SWPPP shall be revised, as 
necessary, and implemented in accordance with Section A 
of this General Permit. 

 
 
 
4. Storm Water Discharge Visual Observations 
 
 a. With the exception of those facilities described in 

Section B.4.d. below, facility operators shall visually 
                     
    1  "Scheduled facility operating hours" are the time 

periods when the facility is staffed to conduct any 
function related to industrial activity, but excluding 
time periods where only routine maintenance, emergency 
response, security, and/or janitorial services are 
performed. 
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observe storm water discharges from one storm event per 
month during the wet season (October 1-May 30).  These 
visual observations shall occur during the first hour of 
discharge and at all discharge locations.  Visual 
observations of stored or contained storm water shall 
occur at the time of release. 

 
 b. Visual observations are only required of storm water 

discharges that occur during daylight hours that are 
preceded by at least three (3) working days2 without  

  storm water discharges and that occur during scheduled 
facility operating hours. 

 
 c. Visual observations shall document the presence of any 

floating and suspended material, oil and grease, 
discolorations, turbidity, odor, and source of any 
pollutants.  Records shall be maintained of observation 
dates, locations observed, observations, and response 
taken to reduce or prevent pollutants in storm water 
discharges.  The SWPPP shall be revised, as necessary, 
and implemented in accordance with Section A of this 
General Permit. 

 
 d. Feedlots (subject to Federal effluent limitations 

guidelines in 40 Code of Federal Regulations [CFR]     
Part 412) that are in compliance with Sections 2560 to 
2565, Article 6, Chapter 15, Title 23, California Code of 
Regulations, and facility operators with storm water 
containment facilities shall conduct monthly inspections 
of their containment areas to detect leaks and ensure 
maintenance of adequate freeboard.  Records shall be 
maintained of the inspection dates, observations, and any 
response taken to eliminate leaks and to maintain 
adequate freeboard. 

 
 5. Sampling and Analysis 
  
 a. Facility operators shall collect storm water samples 

during the first hour of discharge from (1) the first 
storm event of the wet season, and (2) at least one other 
storm event in the wet season.  All storm water discharge 
locations shall be sampled.  Sampling of stored or 
contained storm water shall occur at the time the stored 
or contained storm water is released.  Facility operators 
that do not collect samples from the first storm event of 
the wet season are still required to collect samples from 
two other storm events of the wet season and shall 
explain in the Annual Report why the first storm event 
was not sampled.  

                     
    2 Three (3) working days may be separated by non-working 

days such as weekends and holidays provided that no storm 
water discharges occur during the three (3) working days 
and the non-working days. 
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 b. Sample collection is only required of storm water 

discharges that occur during scheduled facility operating 
hours and that are preceded by at least (3) three working 
days without storm water discharge. 

  
 c. The samples shall be analyzed for: 
 
    i. Total suspended solids (TSS) pH, specific 

conductance, and total organic carbon (TOC).  Oil 
and grease (O&G) may be substituted for TOC; and 

 
    ii. Toxic chemicals and other pollutants that are likely 

to be present in storm water discharges in 
significant quantities.  If these pollutants are not 
detected in significant quantities after two 
consecutive sampling events, the facility operator 
may eliminate the pollutant from future sample 
analysis until the pollutant is likely to be present 
again; and 

 
    iii.  Other analytical parameters as listed in Table D 

(located at the end of this Section).  These 
parameters are dependent on the facility's standard 
industrial classification (SIC) code.  Facility 
operators are not required to analyze a parameter 
listed in Table D when the parameter is not already 
required to be analyzed pursuant to Section B.5.c.i. 
and ii. or B.6 of this General Permit, and either of 
the two following conditions are met: (1) the 
parameter has not been detected in significant 
quantities from the last two consecutive sampling 
events, or (2) the parameter is not likely to be 
present in storm water discharges and authorized 
non-storm water discharges in significant quantities 
based upon the facility operator's evaluation of the 
facilities industrial activities, potential 
pollutant sources, and SWPPP.  Facility operators 
that do not analyze for the applicable Table D 
parameters shall certify in the Annual Report that 
the above conditions have been satisfied. 

 
     iv. Other parameters as required by the Regional Water 

Board. 
 
 
 
 6. Facilities Subject to Federal Storm Water Effluent 

Limitation Guidelines 
 
   Facility operators with facilities subject to Federal storm 

water effluent limitation guidelines, in addition to the 
requirements in Section B.5. above, must complete the 
following: 
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   a. Collect and analyze two samples for any pollutant 
specified in the appropriate category of 40 CFR  
Subchapter N.  The sampling and analysis exemptions and 
reductions described in Section B.12. of this General 
Permit do not apply to these pollutants. 

 
   b.  Estimate or calculate the volume of storm water 

discharges from each drainage area; 
 
   c. Estimate or calculate the mass of each regulated        

pollutant as defined in the appropriate category of     
40 CFR Subchapter N; and 

 
   d. Identify the individual(s) performing the estimates or   

calculations in accordance with Subsections b. and c. 
above. 

 
 7. Sample Storm Water Discharge Locations 
 
     a. Facility operators shall visually observe and collect 

samples of storm water discharges from all drainage 
areas that represent the quality and quantity of the 
facility's storm water discharges from the storm event.  

 
 b. If the facility's storm water discharges are commingled 

with run-on from surrounding areas, the facility 
operator should identify  other visual observation and 
sample collection locations that have not been 
commingled by run-on and that represent the quality and 
quantity of the facility's storm water discharges from 
the storm event. 

  
 c. If visual observation and sample collection locations 

are difficult to observe or sample (e.g., sheet flow, 
submerged outfalls), facility operators shall identify 
and collect samples from other locations that represent 
the quality and quantity of the facility's storm water 
discharges from the storm event. 

 
 d. Facility operators that determine that the industrial 

activities and BMPs within two or more drainage areas 
are substantially identical may either (i) collect 
samples from a reduced number of substantially identical  

 
  drainage areas, or (ii) collect samples from each 

substantially identical drainage area and analyze a 
combined sample from each substantially identical 
drainage area.  Facility operators must document such a 
determination in the annual report. 

 
8. Visual Observation and Sample Collection Exceptions 
 
 Facility operators are required to be prepared to collect 

samples and conduct visual observations at the beginning of 
the wet season (October 1) and throughout the wet season 
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until the minimum requirements of Sections B.4. and B.5. are 
completed with the following exceptions:  

 
 a. A facility operator is not required to collect a sample 

and conduct visual observations in accordance with 
Section B.4 and Section B.5 due to dangerous weather 
conditions, such as flooding, electrical storm, etc., 
when storm water discharges begin after scheduled 
facility operating hours or when storm water discharges 
are not preceded by three working days without 
discharge.  Visual observations are only required  

  during daylight hours.  Facility operators that do not 
collect the required samples or visual observations 
during a wet season due to these exceptions shall 
include an explanation in the Annual Report why the 
sampling or visual observations could not be conducted. 

 
 b. A facility operator may conduct visual observations and 

sample collection more than one hour after discharge 
begins if the facility operator determines that the 
objectives of this Section will be better satisfied.  
The facility operator shall include an explanation in 
the Annual Report why the visual observations and sample 
collection should be conducted after the first  

  hour of discharge. 
 
9. Alternative Monitoring Procedures 
 
 Facility operators may propose an alternative monitoring 

program that meets Section B.2 monitoring program objectives 
for approval by the Regional Water Board.  Facility 
operators shall continue to comply with the monitoring 
requirements of this Section and may not implement an 
alternative monitoring plan until the alternative monitoring 
plan is approved by the Regional Water Board.  Alternative 
monitoring plans are subject to modification by the Regional 
Water Boards. 

 
 
 
 
 
10. Monitoring Methods 
 
 a. Facility operators shall explain how the facility's 

monitoring program will satisfy the monitoring program 
objectives of Section B.2.  This shall include: 

   
   i. Rationale and description of the visual observation 

methods, location, and frequency. 
 
   ii. Rationale and description of the sampling methods, 

location, and frequency; and 
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   iii. Identification of the analytical methods and 
corresponding method detection limits used to 
detect pollutants in storm water discharges.  This 
shall include justification that the method 
detection limits are adequate to satisfy the 
objectives of the monitoring program. 

 
 b. All sampling and sample preservation shall be in 

accordance with the current edition of "Standard Methods 
for the Examination of Water and Wastewater" (American 
Public Health Association).  All monitoring instruments 
and equipment (including a facility operator's own field 
instruments for measuring pH and Electro Conductivity) 
shall be calibrated and maintained in accordance with 
manufacturers' specifications to ensure accurate 
measurements.  All laboratory analyses must be conducted 
according to test procedures under 40 CFR Part 136, 
unless other test procedures have been specified in this 
General Permit or by the Regional Water Board.  All 
metals shall be reported as  total metals.  With the 
exception of analysis conducted by facility operators, 
all laboratory analyses shall be conducted at a 
laboratory certified for such analyses by the State 
Department of Health Services.  Facility operators may 
conduct their own sample analyses if the facility 
operator has sufficient capability (qualified employees, 
laboratory equipment, etc.) to adequately perform the 
test procedures. 
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11. Inactive Mining Operations 
 Inactive mining operations are defined in Attachment 1 of 

this General Permit.  Where comprehensive site compliance 
evaluations, non-storm water discharge visual observations, 
storm water discharge visual observations, and storm water 
sampling are impracticable, facility operators of inactive 
mining operations may instead obtain certification once 
every three years by a Registered Professional Engineer that 
an SWPPP has been prepared for the facility and is being 
implemented in accordance with the requirements of this 
General Permit.  By means of these certifications, the 

 Registered Professional Engineer having examined the 
facility and being familiar with the provisions of this 
General Permit shall attest that the SWPPP has been prepared 
in accordance with good engineering practices.  Facility 
operators of mining operations who cannot obtain a 
certification because of noncompliance must notify the 
appropriate Regional Water Board and, upon request, the 
local agency which receives the storm water discharge. 

 
12. Sampling and Analysis Exemptions and Reductions 
  
 A facility operator who qualifies for sampling and analysis 

exemptions, as described below in Section B.12.a.i., or who 
qualifies for reduced sampling and analysis, as described 
below in Section B.12.b., must submit the appropriate 
certifications and required documentation to the Regional 
Water Boards prior to the wet season (October 1) and 
recertify as part of the Annual Report submittal.  A 
facility operator that qualifies for either the Regional 
Water Board or local agency certification programs, as 
described below in Section B.12.a.ii. and iii., shall submit 
certification and documentation in accordance with the 
requirements of those programs.  Facility operators who 
provide certifications in accordance with this Section are 
still required to comply with all other monitoring program 
and reporting requirements.  Facility operators shall 
prepare and submit their certifications using forms and 
instructions provided by the State Water Board, Regional 
Water Board, or local agency or shall submit their 
information on a form that contains equivalent information. 
Facility operators whose facility no longer meets the 
certification conditions must notify the Regional Water 
Boards (and local agency) within 30 days and immediately 
comply with the Section B.5. sampling and analysis 
requirements.  Should a Regional Water Board (or local 
agency) determine that a certification does not meet the 
conditions set forth below, facility operators must 
immediately comply with the Section B.5. sampling and 
analysis requirements. 

 
  
a. Sampling and Analysis Exemptions 
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   A facility operator is not required to collect and 
analyze samples in accordance with Section B.5. if the  
facility operator meets all of the conditions of one of 
the following certification programs: 

 
    i. No Exposure Certification (NEC) 
 
      This exemption is designed primarily for those 

facilities where all industrial activities are 
conducted inside buildings and where all materials 
stored and handled are not exposed to storm water. 

      To qualify for this exemption, facility operators 
must certify that their facilities meet all of the 
following conditions: 

      
      (1) All prohibited non-storm water discharges have 

been eliminated or otherwise permitted. 
 
      (2)  All authorized non-storm water discharges have 

been identified and addressed in the SWPPP. 
 
      (3) All areas of past exposure have been inspected 

and cleaned, as appropriate. 
 
      (4) All significant materials related to industrial 

activity (including waste materials) are not 
exposed to storm water or authorized non-storm 
water discharges. 

 
      (5) All industrial activities and industrial 

equipment are not exposed to storm water or 
authorized non-storm water discharges. 

 
      (6) There is no exposure of storm water to 

significant materials associated with 
industrial activity through other direct or 
indirect pathways such as from industrial 
activities that generate dust and particulates. 

 
      (7)  There is periodic re-evaluation of the facility 

to ensure conditions (1), (2), (4), (5), and 
(6) above are continuously met.  At a minimum, 
re-evaluation shall be conducted once a year.  

 
    ii. Regional Water Board Certification Programs 
 
      The Regional Water Board may grant an exemption to 

the Section B.5. Sampling and Analysis Requirements 
if it determines a facility operator has met the 
conditions set forth in a Regional Water Board 
certification program.  Regional Water Board 
certification programs may include conditions to  

      (1) exempt facility operators whose facilities 
infrequently discharge storm water to waters of the 
United States, and (2) exempt facility operators 
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that demonstrate compliance with the terms and 
conditions of this General Permit. 

 
    iii. Local Agency Certifications 
 
      A local agency may develop a local agency 

certification program.  Such programs must be 
approved by the Regional Water Board.  An approved 
local agency program may either grant an exemption 

      
      from the Section B.5. Sampling and Analysis  
      Requirements or reduce the frequency of sampling if  
      it determines that a facility operator has  
      demonstrated compliance with the terms and  
      conditions of this General Permit. 
 
   b. Sampling and Analysis Reduction 
 
     i.  A facility operator may reduce the number of  
       sampling events required to be sampled for the remaining 

term of this General Permit if the  
       facility operator provides certification that the 

following conditions have been met: 
 
      (1) The facility operator has collected and  
       analyzed samples from a minimum of six storm events 

from all required drainage areas; 
 
       (2) All prohibited non-storm water discharges have been 

eliminated or otherwise permitted; 
 
       (3) The facility operator demonstrates compliance  
        with the terms and conditions of the General Permit 

for the previous two years (i.e.,  
        completed Annual Reports, performed visual 

observations, implemented appropriate BMPs,  
        etc.); 
 
       (4) The facility operator demonstrates that the 

facility's storm water discharges and  
        authorized non-storm water discharges do not 

contain significant quantities of pollutants;  
        and 
 
       (5) Conditions (2), (3), and (4) above are expected  
        to remain in effect for a minimum of one year after 

filing the certification. 
  
    ii. Unless otherwise instructed by the Regional Water Board, 

facility operators shall collect and analyze samples 
from two additional storm events (or one additional 
storm event when certification filed for the wet season 
beginning October 1, 2001) during the remaining term of 
this General Permit in accordance with Table C below.  
Facility operators shall collect samples of the first 
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storm event of the wet season.  Facility operators that 
do not collect samples from the first storm event of the 
wet season shall collect samples from another storm 
event during the same wet season.  Facility operators 
that do not collect a sample in a required wet season 
shall collect the sample from another storm event in the 
next wet season. Facility operators shall explain in the 
Annual Report why the first storm event of a wet season 
was not sampled or a sample was not taken from any storm 
event in accordance with the Table C schedule. 

 
 Table C 
 REDUCED MONITORING SAMPLING SCHEDULE 

Facility Operator 
Filing Sampling 
Reduction 
Certification By  

Samples Shall be Collected and Analyzed 
in These Wet Seasons 

 Sample 1 Sample 2 

Oct. 1, 1997 Oct. 1, 1997-May 31, 1998 Oct. 1, 1999-May 31, 2000 

Oct. 1, 1998 Oct. 1, 1998-May 31, 1999 Oct. 1, 2000-May 31, 2001 

Oct. 1, 1999 Oct. 1, 1999-May 31, 2000 Oct. 1, 2001-May 31, 2002 

Oct. 1, 2000 Oct. 1, 2000-May 31, 2001 Oct. 1, 2001-May 31, 2002 

Oct. 1, 2001 Oct. 1, 2001-May 31, 2002 - 

 
13. Records 
 
  Records of all storm water monitoring information and copies 

of all reports (including the Annual Reports) required by 
this General Permit shall be retained for a period of at 
least five years.  These records shall include: 

 
  a. The date, place, and time of site inspections, sampling, 

visual observations, and/or measurements; 
 
  b. The individual(s) who performed the site inspections, 

sampling, visual observations, and or measurements; 
 
  c. Flow measurements or estimates (if required by  
    Section B.6); 
 
  d. The date and approximate time of analyses; 
 
  e. The individual(s) who performed the analyses; 
 
  f. Analytical results, method detection limits, and the 

analytical techniques or methods used; 
  
  g. Quality assurance/quality control records and results; 
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  h. Non-storm water discharge inspections and visual 
observations and storm water discharge visual observation 
records (see Sections B.3. and 4.); 

 
  i. Visual observation and sample collection exception records 

(see Section B.5.a, 7.d, 8, and 12.b.ii.); 
  j. All calibration and maintenance records of on-site 

instruments used;  
 
  k. All Sampling and Analysis Exemption and Reduction 

certifications and supporting documentation (see  
   Section B.12); 
 

   l. The records of any corrective actions and follow-up 
 activities that resulted from the visual observations. 

 
14.  Annual Report 
 
   All facility operators shall submit an Annual Report by   
  July 1 of each year to the Executive Officer of the Regional 

Water Board responsible for the area in which the facility 
is located and to the local agency (if requested). 

 
   The report shall include a summary of visual observations  
  and sampling results, an evaluation of the visual  
  observation and sampling and analysis results, laboratory 

reports, the Annual Comprehensive Site Compliance   
  Evaluation Report required in Section A.9., an explanation  
  of why a facility did not implement any activities required  
  by the General Permit (if not already included in the 

Evaluation Report), and records specified in Section B.13.i. 
The method detection limit of each analytical parameter  

  shall be included.  Analytical results that are less than  
  the method detection limit shall be reported as "less than 

the method detection limit."  The Annual Report shall be 
signed and certified in accordance with Standard   
Provisions 9. and 10. of Section C of this General Permit.  
Facility operators shall prepare and submit their Annual 
Reports using the annual report forms provided by the State 
Water Board or Regional Water Board or shall submit their 
information on a form that contains equivalent information. 

 
15.  Group Monitoring 
 
   Facility operators may participate in group monitoring as 

described below.  A facility operator that participates in 
group monitoring shall develop and implement a written site- 
specific SWPPP and monitoring program in accordance with the 
General Permit and must satisfy any group monitoring 
requirements.  Group monitoring shall be subject to the 
following requirements: 

 
   a.  A group monitoring plan (GMP) shall be developed and 

implemented by a group leader representing a group of 
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similar facility operators regulated by this General 
Permit or by a local agency which holds an NPDES permit 

    (local agency permittee) for a municipal separate storm 
sewer system.  GMPs with participants that discharge 
storm water within the boundaries of a single Regional  

    Water Board shall be approved by that Regional Water  
    Board. GMPs with participants that discharge storm water 

within the boundaries of multiple Regional Water Boards 
shall be approved by the State Water Board.  The State  

    Water Board and/or Regional Water Board(s) may disapprove  
    a facility's participation in a GMP or require a GMP 

participant to conduct additional monitoring activities. 
 
 b.  Each GMP participant shall collect and analyze samples 

from at least two storm events in accordance with Section 
B.5. over the five-year period of this General Permit.  
The two storm event minimum applies to new and existing 
members.  The group leader or local agency permittee 
shall schedule sampling to meet the following conditions: 
(i) to evenly distribute the sample collection over the 
five-year term of this General Permit, and (ii) to 
collect samples from the two storm events at each 
participant's facility in different and non-consecutive 
wet seasons.  New participants who join in Years 4 and 5 
of this General Permit are not subject to Condition (ii) 
above.  Group leaders shall explain in the annual Group 
Evaluation Report why any scheduled samples were not 
collected and reschedule the sampling so that all 
required samples are collected during the term of this 
General Permit. 

 
 c.   The group leader or local agency permittee must have the 

appropriate resources to develop and implement the GMP.   
    The group leader or local agency permittee must also have 

the authority to terminate any participant who is not 
complying with this General Permit and the GMP.  

 
 d.  The group leader or local agency permittee is responsible 

for: 
 
    i.  Developing, implementing, and revising the GMP; 
 
    ii. Developing and submitting an annual Group Evaluation 

Report to the State Water Board and/or Regional 
Water Board by August 1 of each year that includes: 

     
       (1) An evaluation and summary of all group         

monitoring data, 
 
       (2) An evaluation of the overall performance of the 

GMP participants in complying with this General 
Permit and the GMP, 
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(3) Recommended baseline and site-specific BMPs  
that should be considered by each participant 
based upon Items (1) and (2) above, and 

 
(4) A copy of each evaluation report and 

recommended BMPs as required in Section 
B.15.d.v. below. 

 
   iii. Recommending appropriate BMPs to reduce or prevent 

pollutants associated with industrial activities in 
storm water discharges and authorized non-storm 
water discharges; 

 
    iv. Assisting each participant in completing their 

Annual Comprehensive Site Compliance Evaluation and 
Annual Report; 

 
     v. Conducting a minimum of two on-site inspections of 

each participant's facility (it is recommended that 
these inspections be scheduled during the Annual 
Comprehensive Site Compliance Evaluation) during the 
term of this General Permit to evaluate the 
participant's compliance with this General Permit 
and the GMP, and to recommend any additional BMPs 
necessary to achieve compliance with this General 
Permit.  Participants that join in Years 4 and 5 
shall be scheduled for one evaluation.  A copy of 
the evaluation and recommended BMPs shall be 
provided to the participants; 

 
    vi. Submitting a GMP (or revisions, as necessary), to 

the appropriate Regional Water Board(s) and State 
Water Board no later than September 1, 1997 (or 
August 1 in subsequent years).  Once approved, a 
group leader or local agency permittee shall submit 
a letter of intent by August 1 of each year to 
continue the approved GMP.  The letter of intent 
must include a roster of participants, participant's 
Waste Discharge Identification number (WDID#), 
updated sampling schedules, and any other revisions 
to the GMP;  

 
   vii. Revising the GMP as instructed by the Regional Water 

Board or the State Water Board; and 
 
   viii. Providing the State Water Board and/or Regional 

Water Board with quarterly updates of any new or 
deleted participants and corresponding changes in 
the sampling and inspection schedule. 

 
  e.  The GMP shall: 
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     i. Identify the participants of the GMP by name, 
location, and WDID number; 

  
    ii. Include a narrative description summarizing the 

industrial activities of participants of the GMP and 
explain why the participants, as a whole, have 
sufficiently similar industrial activities and BMPs 
to be covered by a group monitoring plan; 

 
   iii. Include a list of typical potential pollutant 

sources associated with the group participant's 
facilities and recommended baseline BMPs to prevent 
or reduce pollutants associated with industrial 
activity in the storm water discharges and 
authorized non-storm water discharges; 

 
    iv. Provide a five-year sampling and inspection schedule 

in accordance with Subsections b. and d.v. above. 
 
     v. Identify the pollutants associated with industrial 

activity that shall be analyzed at each 
participant's facility in accordance with     
Section B.5.  The selection of these pollutants 
shall be based upon an assessment of each facility's 
potential pollutant sources and likelihood that 
pollutants associated with industrial activity will 
be present in storm water discharges and authorized 
non-storm water discharges in significant 
quantities.  

 
 f.  Sampling and analysis shall be conducted in accordance 

with the applicable requirements of this Section. 
  
 g.  Unless otherwise instructed by the Regional Water Board or 

the State Water Board Executive Director, the GMPs shall 
be implemented at the beginning of the wet season  

   (October 1). 
  
 h.  All participants in an approved GMP that have not been 

selected to sample in a particular wet season are required 
to comply with all other monitoring program and reporting 
requirements of this Section including the submittal of an 
Annual Report by July 1 of each year to the appropriate 
Regional Water Board. 

 
 i.  GMP participants subject to Federal storm water effluent 

limitation guidelines must perform the monitoring 
described in Section B.6. and submit the results of the 
monitoring to the appropriate Regional Water Board within 
the facility operator's Annual Report. 
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 j.  GMPs and Group Evaluation Reports should be prepared in 
accordance with State Water Board (or Regional Water 
Board) guidance. 

 
 k.  GMP participants may receive Sampling and Analysis 

Reduction sampling credit in accordance with the following 
conditions: 

 
   i. Current or prior participants (group participants) of 

approved GMPs, who have not collected and analyzed 
samples from six storm events as required in Section 
B.7.b.i.(1), may substitute credit earned through 
participation in a GMP for up to four of the six 
required storm events.  Credits for GMP participation 
shall be calculated as follows: 

      
      (1) Credit may only be earned in years of 

participation where the GMP participant was not 
scheduled to sample and the GMP was approved. 

 
      (2)  One credit will be earned for each year of valid 

GMP participation. 
 
      (3)  One additional credit may be earned for each year 

the overall GMP sample collection performance is 
greater than 75 percent. 

   
  ii.  GMP participants substituting credit as calculated 

above shall provide proof of GMP participation and 
certification that all the conditions in         
Section B.12.b.i. have been met.  GMP participants 
substituting credit in accordance with Section 
B.15.k.i.(3) shall also provide GMP sample collection 
performance documentation. 

   
  iii. GMP participants that qualify for Sampling and Analysis 

Reduction and have already sampled a storm event after 
October 1, 1997 shall only be required to sample one 
additional storm event during the remainder of this 
General Permit in accordance with the "Sample 2" 
schedule (or "Sample 1" schedule when certification 
filed for the wet season beginning October 1, 2001) in 
Table C of this Section. 

 
 n.  Group leaders shall furnish, within 60 days of receiving a 

request from the State Water Board or Regional Water 
Board, any GMP information and documentation necessary to 
verify the Section B.15.k. sampling credits.  Group 
leaders may also provide this information and 
documentation to the group participants. 

 
 
16. Watershed Monitoring Option 




