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SOUTH BAY NEWS

Vandals strike Prop 8 homes in §J
Monday. Octaber 27, 2008 | 1209 pm

=

SAN JOSE, cA (KGO) -- Vandals struck
overnight in San Jose at two homes
where the owners put out signs in
support of Proposition 8,

A"Yes on 8" sign was painted over, and
the garage doors on each of the two homes
were sprayed with "No on 8."

One of their cars was also vandalized. Prop
8 would change the state constitution to
outlaw same-sex marriage. One of the
homeowners 58ys she was mad at first, but
is now trying to think about what was going
through the vandal's ming.

Story continues below
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Not everyone can be a
foster parent,
but anyone can help
a fosﬁer child.®
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"Why would yau, instead of just giving us a
pamphlet, or wanting to talk to us, instead
coming in and trying to destroy something
we really worked hard for because we're
very opened minded we're very open
minded people. We're willing to talk to
Peopie," said Kelly Byrne, "Prapasition 8"
supporter.

Police took a report on the vandalism, but
the homeowners say there's probably lite
that can be done to catch the culprit given
the fact they have no suspect description,

(Copyright ©2008 KGO-TVIDT. All Rights Reserved.)
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Vandals Target Prop 8 Supporters in
NorCal
Measure Proposes Ban On Same-Sex Marriage
Votar Gride: Compare Candiclatos. Measures
Abowt The Candidales & isshes

SAN JOSE, Calf. (AP) — San Jose police arg Investigating anather easa of vandalism
targeting supporters of a 9ay marriage ban in Califarnia.

Poiice were called to a house in South San Jose earlier this week after homegwners raported
their garage was spray-painted with “Ng on 8" messages. Proposiion 8 would ke away the
right of same-sex couples to wed,

The homeowners had Signs supporting e measure on their lawn,

Sgt Mike Salivan said the department has not racked incidents of political sign vandalism,
but he does know there have been at feast four reported incidents invohing Proposition 8.

The campaign Io defeal the Measure issued a stalement saying 1t condemns vandalism and
activibes of #is kind,

(& 2008 The Associated Press Al Rights Reserved. This material may not be published,
broadcast, rewniten, or redistributed )
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Tuesday, Cetober 21, 2008

Five held on
suspicion of stealing
"Yes" on Prop. 8
signs

Suspects tell police they
were angry after attending a
rally at a Fullerton bar.

By BARBARA GIASONE
The Crange County Registar

FULLERTON - Five people were arresteq early
today on suspicion of participating in a sign-
stealing spree the suspects said originated in g
downtown bar, Sgt. Mike MacDonald said.

A police officer patrolling the area near

Chapman and Pomona avenues at 1:30 a.m. saw
a passenger jump from a car and place a
campaign sign on the corner.

When the officer approached the driver, she
noticed three "Na on Prop 8" signs in the vehicle,
She also located 10 torn-up "Yes on 8" signs on
the front floorboard with three MeCain-Palin
signs.

Advertisement

s ey

hup://www.ocregis[er.conﬂfdcp? 1228502084525 &i=% 3¢ mages.

The "Yes on 8" signs wera allegediy stolen and
the "No on Prop 8" signs were nat, police said,

When questioned, the suspects said they hag
just come from a "No on g§* rally at a downtown
business and were angry, MacDonald said.

Based on their statements, all five were arrested
on suspician of possession of stolen property.

Taken to city jail were Jonathan Barrett, 19, of
Fullerton: Jennifer Berry, 23, Covina: Emanuel
Muro, 23, Artesia; Danigi Palacios, 23, Lakewood;
and Etic Gutierrez, 23, Fullerton,

MacDonald said afl five admitted taking the
signs.

Www.citiesbyfoot.com
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Prop 8 supporters face sign theft, vandalism

Freedom of speech is at stake, supporters say

Wiitter by AARON BRUNER
Published Qclaber 29, 2008

In a community that values free speech and open debale, recent political sign thefts have
tutraged some community members.

The controversy over Proposition 8, which would amend| the California Constitution to aliow
marriage between only 2 man and a woman, has spilled over nto petty thett und vandalism of
lawn signs.

Yes on 8 supporters say they've been hit especially hard in Davis, where 1 large number of
signs have been defaced or stolen,

Davis resident Jo Lynn Meirovitz had Yes on § signs stolen from her front yard last week,

"Peaple preach tolerance hut they are very intolerant of other people," Meirovitz said, "They
See us protecting marriage as full of hate, bigols ... and are appalled that we would want to
hielp Prop 8 pass, I'm sure the mote signs they see the more frusirated they get."

Having left the house for only an hour and a half and not eXpecting her signs 1o be taken
during the middle of the day, Meirovitz found two lawn signs missing upon her refurn, she
said.

"We believe in freedom of speech for everybody, not just one side of this propasition,”
Meirovitz said. "Everybedy should be able 1o voice their opinion,

Davis resident and Cedric Papa is invalved in Yes on 8 sign distribution and says voters are
calling in daily to repert that their signs have been stolen,

Papa, whe has had 14 signs taken, estimates that 200 or more may have been taken or
vandalized in Davis alone,

"I will follow the law, no matter what happens, so ' like to getmy voice out now," Papa said.
“We are just trying to keep our individual rights and keep the povernment out of our lives,”

Papa said ane group of peaple went so far as io pretend to support Prop § and took 100 signs
and dumped them.

Yolo County Republican Party chair Mark Pruner saig it has been commen in this and
previous elections for political signs o be stolen.

"We spend so much money replacing signs, vou almost feel violated," he said,

In addition to sign theft in Davis, there have been several incidences of vandalism and theft in
Sacramento, and video of at least two incidences have been posted on YouTube, Pruncr said,

"Lel's face i, stealing of political signs is something that always happens,” he said. "We have 10
budget for paying for more signs.”

There is little lewal recourse for people who have had their signs stalen or vandalized, and
many don't bother to report the crimes, The Davis and Sacramemto Police Departments and the
Yole County Sheriff ai £ay no police reports regarding stolen or damaged signs have heen
filed in their jurisdictions.
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Amang other incidents in Davis are keyed cars displaying Yes on § bumper stickers, while |
week the Yes un 8 1able located on the Quad was hit will water balivans by

hitp:/7wwiv californina puie,

ust

a group of

students yelling “"vau teucly hate,” accarding ta UC Davis graduate student Casey Meirovilz,

wha is married 1o Jo Lynn Meirovitz

"I think yelling ‘vou teach hate’ and exhibiting hate isn't (e coolest thing in the world,
especilly at a university,” he said. "People fiel very passionately about Prop 8 and they are

letting it get the best of them, Unfortunately they're weskening the stance of their

actiny hypocritically, "

Meirovitz and wife Jo Lynn have since replaced their Yes on 8 signs with

argument by

a homemnade sign

made of plywood, attached to atree in their front vard with 4 bike lock, a sign that they will

nat forfeit their right ta free speech anytime soan,

Representatives from the No on § campaign did pot respond to requests for information

regarding sign thefl or vandalism on their side.

AARON BRUNER can he reached at city@calitbrniaaggie.com.

Copyright @ 2008 Cafifornia Aggie. Website by
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Prop. 8 sign-
stealing ignites free
speech debate

Pro-amendment group says
25,000 'Yes on Prop. 8'
signs have been stolen.

By SALVADOR HERNANDEZ
The Crange County Register

He admits he's done it at least 20 times — out of
pure anger and frustration - but he said he didn't
know it was against the law when he did it, Just
don't ask him if he!ll stop.

He's done it on his way to work or back home,
The feeling was overwheiming, Shankar Singam
said, and he would pull over to the side of the
road, grab one of the yellow "Yes an Proposition
8" signs and throw it on the back of his truck.

“It's (Prop. 8 is) discrimination in disguise and it
infuriates me," said Singam. "It's a civil right."

It's a scene that continues to play out on the
streets as the day nears for California voters to
decide on Prop. 8, which would amend the state
constitution to define mariage as that between
aman and a woman — and therefore ban same-

sax marriage. While proponents and oppanents

of the proposition have raised more than a
cambined $21 million to campaign their views,
individuals have been pushing their own personal
campaigns.

Some of them have done so illegalty,

Theft and vandalism of Proposition & signs have
been reported in Santa Ana, Yorba Linda,
Huntington Beach, Fountain Valley, Irvine and
Laguna Hills. In Fullerton, five people were taken
into custody after police there found 10 torn "Yes
on Proposition 8" signs in their car. The suspects
told police they had Just attended a "No on 8"
raily.

in Irvine, two citizen arrests have been reported
of people stealing or vandalizing "ves" signs and
on Tuesday, three students were stopped by a
police officer in an area where several signs had
the word "No" Spray-painted over several "Yes"
signs. Two of them, & 17- and an 18-year-old
were found to be in possession of spray cans.
The minor was released to her parents, said Lt,
Rick Handfield of the Irvine Police. Palice are
investigating the case invalving the 18-year-old,
who was not taken into custody,

Singam said he fesls that at stake are the civil
rights of thousands of people, equating it to the
past prahibition of interracial marrying.

But 58-year-old Robert Thompson, who said he
has had 14 "Yeg" signs stolen from his front lawn,
said his right to express himself is being
hindered,

"Everycne has a right to voice thair opinion,” he
said. "Why can't they get their own signs? I'm not
going to be offended if they put up their own
signs.”

Advertisement
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ma Common occurrence, said Damon Micaltizi,
spokesman for the QOrange County Sheriffs
Department, As political signs go up, reparts of
stolen or vandaljzed signs surface, although the
sheriff's department doas not keep track of the
numbers. They're listed along with othar
incidents thefts and vandalism. Taking signs

law, but the sheriff's department has not seen
spike in incidents,

"We've had cantinued reports on both sides,"
Handfield said. "li's not just Prop. 8 signs,

although that's one issue that seems to be
pofarizing "

Mike Erickson, a community arganizer for "Yes
on Proposition 8" said the campaign estimates
about 25,000 signs have been stoien or
vandalized in California, about one-third of the
signs distributed,

"It is epidemic," he said. "It leads us down 3
dangerous road when you say you don't have a
right to your speech."

in three weeks, Erickson said he hag received
about 670 emails from people reporting missing
signs in the county. He said he believes the
feason why so many signs have been reported
stolen on both sides of the isle is because the
issue at hand is something very personal,

“This is a sensitive issue,” he said "l's about
People’s families and that's the most cherished

relationships and Passions are high on both
sides."

Singam said he naver toak signs from people's

yards and thought taking them from public spots
was legal.

"I'm not gay but that doesn't mean | can't stand

Advertisement

from private yards ang public areas is against the

speech is to put it up. Mine is to take it down.”

Stolen signs might hurt the campaign's visibility,
but it has alsa pushed some Supporters of the
Proposition, Erickson said. One Orange County
resident picked up signs after finding out his
neighbor's sign was stolen
in Fullerton, one resident posted more than 40
signs in her front lawn after several were stolen,

"Is it helping? [ don't think so," Singam said
about his opposition to the canstitutional
amendmeant. " think by taking down the signs I'm
letting them know People won't stand for it "

In the end, Erickson said, the discussion will
continue in the poll box.

"l just ask they be respectful of my rights and
participate in the political process,” he said,

Cantact the writer: shermandes
or 949-454-7361

for equat rights " Singam said. "Their right to free
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Friday, October 31, 2008

Dana Point man wil|
keep replacing
downed signs
favoring Prop. 8

By CHRIS DAINES
The Orange County Register

Wiiliam Vogeler calls Proposition § sign-
placement feuds the "battle of the signs" - put
he says he's not giving up posting signs
promoting the initiative until Tuesday's election
is over.

“Virtually every sign | have put up from Santa
Ana through Irvine, San Juan to Dana Point has
been taken down " Vogeler said.

Proposition 8 is a baliot proposal to amend the
California Constitution to define marriage as
between a man and a woman. It would
effectively end same-sex marriage in the state.

Though the signs around Vogeler's Dana Paint
home have been undisturbed, signg along the
stratch of Pacific Coast Highway between Niguel
Road and Harbor Drive are being removed almost
as fast as he can put them up, he said.

"I put them out wherever | go for my work or
otherwise, and when | go past where I've been,
they are gone,” Vogeler said.

Advertisement
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Such sign removal has been rampant across
Orange County and has ignited many discussions
of free spesch. Regardless of one's position on
Prop. 8, Vogeler — wha Practices general law but
specializes in media rights ~ says he wishes
there could be more respect between the twa
sides,

"We live in a society where pecple have the right
lo say their piece,” he said, "Taking down a sign
is not saying your piece, that's vandalism."

Vogeler, who has been placing signs favoring
Prop. 8 for several months in south Orange
County, often receives looks and honks from
Passing motorists but sajd he can't tell whether
they're friendly. He has taken cell-phone photos
of peaple he thought were acting Suspiciously
around the signs, but he can't be sure whether
they are removing them.

After a 7-foot-tall wooden Prop. 8 sign was
removed a day after he placed it at the
intersection of Alicia Parlway and Afiso GCreek
Road, Vogeler decided a steel sign would be
harder to take down, and he put one up Thursday
morning. He sald Friday that he hadn't driven
past the site yet, but he saig someone would
need a hacksaw to take jt down,

"(If) I drive by ang my sign is gone, I'l put
another one up. I} put a new one up the day
after if it is gone, and again on Monday if I nead
to — the election is Tuesday."

Contact the writer: 949-492.5135 or
cdaines@ocragistor.cam
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KCRA.com

Sheriff: Prop. 8 Signs Being Stolen, Burned Related Ta Story

Both Sides Of Ga yY-Marriage
Initiative See Signs Destro yed

POSTED: 9:31 pm PDT October 19, 2008
UPDATED: 12:08 am POT October 20, 2008

SACRAMENTO, Calif, -- As the days leading up to
Election Day dwindle down, signs on both sides of
the gay-marriage initiative are being stolen, and in
Some cases even burned, sheriff's officials said.

POLITICAL SIGNS

Hector Lluen said that a "Yes" on Prop. 8 sign nailed .

to the front of his Fajr Oaks home door was stolen in Video: Political Sign Vandalism Rising,
. . Sheriff 5

the middle of the night. ST Says

"My family and I strongly believe that thejr acts are cowardly," Lluen said. "It is not going to
intimidate my family. We will continge to put up 'yes' on Prop. 8 signs."

Some supporters of the vote "No" on Prop. 8 campaign said those stealing signs are just hurting
their own cause,

"If someone is doing it on our side it needs to stop, and if someone is doing it on their side that
needs to stop as well," said David Cano, who supports the "No" on Prop. 8 campaign.

Some vaters who have had their signs stolen said it feels like getting mugged.

"I feel disenfranchised," said Linda Subramanian, who had her political sign stolen. "That was
my sign. That was my political expression "

In Midtown, voters are coming together to urge those breaking the law to have a better
approach.

"You got to vote, that's where you make your opinion count,” said voter Megan Evans,

Related Story:

* October 19, 2008: Survey: Ragfgﬁmliﬁsﬁentiallv Tied'

Copyright 2008 by KCRA.com. Alf rights reserved. Thig malerial may not e published, broadcast rewritten or redistribyted
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A life thrown inte turmoit by $100 donation for Prop. 8

Steve Lopez
December 14, 2008

Margie Christoffersen didnit make it Very farinto our Conversation before she cracked. Chest heaving, tearg sireaming, she reached for har husband Wayne's hang and then mine,
squeezing as if she'd never jet go.

“fve aimasl had a nervous breakdown. It's been the warst thing that's ever happenad to me," she sebbed as curious Patrons at a Farmers Marke! colfee shop lecked en, wandering
what calamily had visited this POBr waman who's an honest 6 feg; tall, with hair as blond as the sun.

Well, Christoffersen was & manager af £ Coyote, lhe Beverly Boulevarg landmark restayrant that's always had Ihrongs of cusiomers wailing 10 get insidg. Many of Ihem were gay,
and Christoffersan, a devaut Marman, denated $190 in suppert of Proposition 8, the successiul November baflg nikiative that banned gay marrniage.

She never adverlised har politics or religion in the rastaurant, but last month her donation showed up cn lists of "for” and "against" donars. And Ei Coyote became farget.

A boycott was organized o the Interpet, with aciivists trashing £1 Cayote on reslaurant review sites, Then came throngs of protesters, some of them shouling “shama on you' at
custamers. The police arrived in rigt 9ear one night lo queil the angry mob,

The mab left, but so dig the customers.

Seclions of the reslaurant have been closed, a manrager lold me Friday during a very quiet lunch hour. Some of the gg employees, many of ther 9ay. have had therr hours cut, and
layoffs are looming. And Chnslaffersen, who has taken a volunlary leave of absence, is wandering whelher she'f BVer again be able to wark at the restaurant, which apened in 1931
(at 1stand La Brea) and is owned by her 92-year-olg maother,

"I's Been so hard,” ghe said, breaking dawn again,

Alat of customers saw Christoffersen as fhe face of the restaurant, She was the hostess who roamed from table 10 tabls with 5 pilcher of water, refiling giasses and schmaozing with
fnends.

Christoffersen. raised Morman by her late father, {old me she has o probletm with gay people.
"llove them like everyhody else.”
Bul she supporis her church's pasition that frarage is between a man and a woman,

i. on the other hand, opposed Prap, 8 Ang as | wrote mare than once, [hink organized Christian religion reached new lavels of hypocrisy in using the Bible to preach discrimination
and pramole the iniiafive

As for the Mormans, thave troutle taking any cues on sqgial mores from a graup whose founder and early leaders beligyed they were acling on direetives from on high when they
fcok enough wives — many in their teens -- 1o fiy every boalh in the cavernaus £ Caoyole,

But ! didn't ike what ! was hearing abowd the vilification of Margie Chrisloffersen and others in Califarnia being fargated far the crime of valing their conscience.
"tagree with you on this,” said Fred Karger. On his Califomians Against Hate wehsite., Karger has been ouling Prop, 8 supporters, but he thinks Christoflersen's small personal
ich a b,

donatien didn't warrant 5lith a backlash against £ Coyole. Karger also spoke oul against the resignation of a Sacramenig theafer diractar who gave $1,000 to Yes on B and happens
1o e Morman.

El Coyele has never been known for gourmsy cuisine. Bul the warm, kilschy vibe and capt palio stene have always been a hit with customers willing o wait in Iong lines undar the
distinctive neon sign.

Now business is off about 30%, Wayne said Margie wants 1o blame it an the econamy. because she cant deal wilh the alternative. Sut Wayne insisted the low-priced restaurang is
largaly recession-proof and it's the coniroversy that has stermed the Tlow of margaritas.

She blubbered all aver 2gain as she thaught back on the last manth, She has been a nighlly fixture at £t Cayole for twa decades, walking to wark from her home just a few daors
away. I's been her iife, she said And she can't stand that it's been taken away.

On the ather side, thousands of gay peaple cant stand that their recent marriages could be laken away, and thousands mare feel as though their givi| rights have baen viglated.
So even if Margie returns to work al Ef Covote, her husband said, “she will never, ever be back here on a Thursday night."

Thursdays. as fradilicn had it. the place was mabbed with gay customers.,

I'had iunch at £} Coyale on Thursday, and most of the tables ware empty,

Margie was off in a dark comer of the reslaurant -- at the table where Sharan Tate had her last mea! -- exchanging Christmas Presents with friends and har maother.

I 5at on the palic with Wayne and two other £ Coyote managers — Arnoldo Archila and Bill Schaepprer - whg happen t¢ be gay.

"We aiways joked around with Margie," said Schoeppner, whao's been cn the job 26 years. "'ma Democrat ang vated for Obama; she prcbably vated for McGain - 50 what? If she
were a bigol or g homaphehe, yau wouldn have had ail these gay people” working at the restaurant or eating at it.

Besides, the donation was personal.

"She didn't cut a check from the restaurant,” added Archila, a 28-year employee. "The restauram didn't have anything 1o do with it~
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Archila said he and olher employees v

aled no on Prop. 8 and Jave man
alvays cherished thig caunlry’s righi o

ey ¢ Ihe iegal chailenge. As someone who came la the 1.5, 30 years ago from g Salvador, Archila said, ha's
f free speech and the diversity of opinion,

"You can express yaurself as a cilizen,"” said Archila "Not everyone has 1o balievs the same things "

IF'yau want other storigs on this fopic. search the Archives al .
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