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SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR
CATEGORY-BASED SEARCH

RELATED APPLICATION

This application relates to Ser. No. 10/882,049, filed here-
with, titled “Systems and Methods for Natural Language
Search,” the entirety of which is incorporated herein by ref-
erence.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates generally to systems and
methods for information retrieval. The present invention
relates particularly to systems and methods for category-
based search.

BACKGROUND

Conventional search engines receive a search query from a
user and execute a search against a global index. Such con-
ventional search engines typically use one or more conven-
tional methods for performing a search. For example, one
known method, described in an article entitled “The Anatomy
of a Large-Scale Hypertextual Search Engine,” by Sergey
Brin and Lawrence Page, assigns a degree of importance to a
document, such as a web page, based on the link structure of
the web. The search results are often presented in a list format,
including article identifiers and brief snippets about the docu-
ments in a web page that can be resized.

A user may also have access to other information stored on
the user’s local machine or on other storage media accessible
via a network. Typically, when searching for information
using conventional means, a user enters an explicit search
query that comprises keywords and the query is executed
against either a global or a local index. The query may also be
generated as an implicit query. The information found is
output to the user as a result set.

Some conventional search systems allow a user to search
by categories. For example, the Google™ search engine
allows a user to search using categories by selecting the
“Directory” (Google Inc., Mountain View, Calif.; www-
.google.com). The Yahoo!® search engine allows a user to
search by categories, either by selecting a category or by
entering an explicit query and being presented with one or
more categories in the result set (Yahoo! Inc., Sunnyvale,
Calif.; www.yahoo.com). The categories utilized by both of
these search engines are static and are edited manually.

Other conventional systems provide simplistic categoriza-
tion. For example, conventional e-mail systems provide the
user with the capability of defining message-handling rules. A
rule may specify, for example, that any incoming mail mes-
sage with “News” in the subject be refilled to a news sub-
folder within the user’s inbox. Such rules are typically
defined manually by the user or by an e-mail administrator.

SUMMARY

Embodiments of the present invention provide systems and
methods for category-based search. In one embodiment of the
present invention, a computer program identifies an article
having an attribute, determines a category associated with the
article based at least in part on the article attribute, and stores
in a data store a data record comprising a category-article pair
identifier associated with the category and the article. A
search query may be received and executed on a data store
comprising the association data record. In response, the asso-
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2

ciation data record is received from the data store. In another
embodiment, a computer-readable medium (such as, for
example random access memory or a computer disk) com-
prises code for carrying out such a method.

These exemplary embodiments are mentioned not to limit
or define the invention, but to provide examples of embodi-
ments of the invention to aid understanding thereof. Exem-
plary embodiments are discussed in the Detailed Description,
and further description of the invention is provided there.
Advantages offered by the various embodiments of the
present invention may be further understood by examining
this specification.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

These and other features, aspects, and advantages of the
present invention are better understood when the following
Detailed Description is read with reference to the accompa-
nying drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating an exemplary envi-
ronment in which one embodiment of the present invention
may operate,

FIG. 2 is a flowchart illustrating a method for associating a
category with an article in one embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating relationships between
categories and articles in one embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating a method for retrieving a
result set using categories in one embodiment of the present
invention; and

FIG. 5 is a screenshot illustrating a user interface support-
ing category-based searches in one embodiment of the
present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Embodiments of the present invention provide systems and
methods for determining a category for an article and option-
ally for category-based search. Exemplary embodiments are
described below.

System Architecture

Referring now to the drawings in which like numerals
indicate like elements throughout the several figures, F1IG. 11s
a block diagram illustrating an exemplary environment for
implementation of an embodiment of the present invention.
While the environment shown reflects a client-side search
engine architecture embodiment, other embodiments are pos-
sible.

The system 100 shown in FIG. 1 comprises multiple client
devices 102a-r in communication with a server device 150
overawired or wireless network 106. The network 106 shown
comprises the Internet. In other embodiments, other net-
works, such as an intranet, may be used. Moreover, methods
according to the present invention may operate within a single
client device.

The client devices 102a-» shown each comprises a com-
puter-readable medium 108. The embodiment shown com-
prises a random access memory (RAM) 108 coupled to a
processor 110. The processor 110 executes computer-execut-
able program instructions stored in memory 108. Such pro-
cessors may comprise a microprocessor, an ASIC, a state
machine, or other processor, and can be any of a number of
computer processors, such as processors from Intel Corpora-
tion of Santa Clara, Calif. and Motorola Corporation of
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Schaumburg, I1l. Such processors comprise, or may be in
communication with, media, for example computer-readable
media, which stores instructions that, when executed by the
processor, cause the processor to perform the steps described
herein.

Embodiments of computer-readable media comprise, but
are not limited to, an electronic, optical, magnetic, or other
storage or transmission device capable of providing a proces-
sor, such as the processor 110 of client 1024, with computer-
readable instructions. Other examples of suitable media com-
prise, but are not limited to, a floppy disk, CD-ROM, DVD,
magnetic disk, memory chip, ROM, RAM, an ASIC, a con-
figured processor, all optical media, all magnetic tape or other
magnetic media, or any other medium from which a computer
processor can read instructions. Also, various other forms of
computer-readable media may transmit or carry instructions
to a computer, including a router, private or public network, or
other transmission device or channel, both wired and wire-
less. The instructions may comprise code from any suitable
computer-programming language, including, for example, C,
C++, CH#, Visual Basic, Java, Python, Perl, and JavaScript.

Client devices 102a-» can be connected to anetwork 106 as
shown, or can be stand-alone machines. Client devices
102a-# may also comprise a number of external or internal
devices such as a mouse, a CD-ROM, DVD, a keyboard, a
display, or other input or output devices. Examples of client
devices 102a-n are personal computers, digital assistants,
personal digital assistants, cellular phones, mobile phones,
smart phones, pagers, digital tablets, laptop computers, Inter-
net appliances, and other processor-based devices. In general,
the client devices 102a-# may be any type of processor-based
platform that operates on any operating system, such as
Microsoft® Windows® or Linux, capable of supporting one
or more client application programs. For example, the client
device 102a shown comprises a personal computer executing
client application programs, also known as client applications
120. The client applications 120 can be contained in memory
108 and can comprise, for example, a word processing appli-
cation, a spreadsheet application, an e-mail application, a
media player application, an instant messenger application, a
presentation application, an Internet browser application, a
calendar/organizer application, and any other application or
computer program capable of being executed by a client
device.

The user 1124 can interact with the various client applica-
tions 120 and articles associated with the client applications
120 via various input and output devices of the client device
102a. Articles comprise, for example, word processor,
spreadsheet, presentation, e-mail, instant messenger, data-
base, and other client application program content files or
groups of files, web pages of various formats, such as HTML,
XML, eXtensible Hyptertext Markup Language (XHTML),
Portable Document Format (PDF) files, and audio files, video
files, or any other documents or groups of documents or
information of any type whatsoever.

The memory 108 of the client device 102a shown in FIG. 1
also contains a capture processor 124, a queue 126, and a
search engine 122. The client device 102a shown also con-
tains or is in communication with a data store 140. The search
engine 122 can receive an explicit query from the user 112a or
generate an implicit query and retrieve information from the
data store 140 in response to the query.

The search engine 122 shown contains an indexer 130, a
query system 132, and a formatter (not shown). Events, real-
time and historical, contextual and indexable, and perfor-
mance data can be sent by the queue 126 to the query system
132 to provide the query system 132 with information con-
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cerning current user context. The query system 132 can use
this information to generate an implicit query. The query
system 132 can also receive and process explicit queries from
the user 112a.

The data store 140 can be any type of computer-readable
media and can be integrated with the client device 1024, such
as a hard drive, or external to the client device 102a, such as
an external hard drive or on another data storage device
accessed through the network 106. The data store 140 may
comprise any one or combination of methods for storing data,
including without limitation, arrays, hash tables, lists, and
pairs.

In the embodiment shown in FIG. 1, a user 1124 can input
an explicit query into a search engine interface displayed on
the client device 1024, which is received by the search engine
122. The search engine 122 can also generate an implicit
query based on a current user context or state, which can be
determined by the query system 132 from contextual real time
events or other means. Based on the query, the query system
132 can locate relevant information in the data store 140 or
other index and provide a result set. In one embodiment, the
result set comprises article identifiers identifying articles
associated with the client applications 120 or client articles.
Client articles stored in the data store 140 comprise articles
associated with the user 112a or client device 1024, such as
the word processing documents, previously viewed web
pages and any other article associated with the client device
102a or user 112a. In another embodiment, the result set also
comprises identifiers identifying articles located on the net-
work 106 or network articles located by a search engine on a
server device. Network articles comprise articles located on
the network 106 not previously viewed or otherwise refer-
enced by the user 112a, such as web pages not previously
viewed by the user 112a.

The result sets comprise one or more article identifiers. An
article identifier may be, for example, a Uniform Resource
Locator (URL), a file name, a link, an icon, a path for a local
file, an index in a database, or any other suitable article
identifier. In the embodiment shown, an article identifier com-
prises a URL associated with an article.

Messaging articles stored in the data store 140 comprise
user’s emails, chat messages, instant messaging messages,
and other types of electronic messages. Each time a message
is received, sent, modified, printed, or otherwise accessed, a
record is stored in the data store 140. This information can
later be searched to identify messages that should be dis-
played in the user interface.

The data store 140 comprises a local index. The local index
in the embodiment shown in FIG. 1 may comprise informa-
tion, such as articles, which are associated with the client
device 1024, a user 1124 of the client device 102a, or a group
of users of the client device 1024. For example, the local
index in the data store 140 shown in FIG. 1 may comprise an
index of articles created, edited, received, or stored by the
client user 112a using the client machine 102a, or articles
otherwise associated with the client user 102a or the client
machine 112a. The local index may be stored in a client
machine, such as in data store 140, in a data store on a local
network in a manner accessible by the client machine, on a
server accessible to the client machine through the Internet, or
in another accessible location.

In contrast, a global index may comprise information rel-
evant to many users or many servers, such as, for example, an
index of web pages located on multiple servers in communi-
cation with the World Wide Web. One example of a global
index is an index used by the Google™ search engine to
provide search results in response to a search query.
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A single index may comprise both a local and a global
index. For example, in one embodiment, an index may com-
prise both local and global information, and include a user or
client identifier with the local information so that it may be
identified with the user(s) or client(s) to which it pertains.
Moreover, an index, local or global, may be present in one or
multiple logical or physical locations.

An embodiment of the present invention may also store
message threads in the data store 140. In such an embodiment,
messages are related together by various attributes, including,
for example, the sender, recipient, date/time sent and
received, the subject, the content, or any other attribute of the
message. The related messages can then be retrieved as a
thread, which may be treated as a document by the display
processor 128.

The formatter can receive the search result set from the
query system 132 of the search engine 122 and can format the
results for output to a display processor 128. In one embodi-
ment, the formatter formats the results in eXtensible Markup
Language (XML) or Hypertext Markup Language (HTML).
The display processor 128 can be contained in memory 108
and can control the display of the result set on a display device
associated with the client device 1024. The display processor
128 may comprise various components. For example, in one
embodiment, the display processor 128 comprises a Hyper-
text Transfer Protocol (HTTP) server that receives requests
for information and responds by constructing and transmit-
ting HTML pages. In one such embodiment, the HTTP server
comprises a scaled-down version of the Apache Web server.
In various embodiments, the functions described herein may
be performed by various other components and devices.

Through the client devices 102a-n, users 112a-» can com-
municate over the network 106, with each other and with
other systems and devices coupled to the network 106. As
shown in FIG. 1, a server device 150 is also coupled to the
network 106. In the embodiment shown, the search engine
122 can transmit a search query comprised of an explicit or
implicit query or both to the server device 150. The user 1124
can also enter a search query in a search engine interface,
which can be transmitted to the server device 150. In another
embodiment, the query signal may instead be sent to a proxy
server (not shown), which then transmits the query signal to
server device 150. Other configurations are also possible.

The server device 150 shown comprises a server executing
a search engine application program, such as the Google™
search engine. Similar to the client devices 102a-n, the server
device 150 shown comprises a processor 160 coupled to a
computer-readable memory 162. Server device 150, depicted
as a single computer system, may be implemented as a net-
work of computer processors. Examples of a server device
150 are servers, mainframe computers, networked comput-
ers, a processor-based device, and similar types of systems
and devices. The server processor 160 can be any of a number
of or combination of computer processors, such as processors
from Intel Corporation of Santa Clara, Calif. and Motorola
Corporation of Schaumburg, I11.

Memory 162 contains the search engine application pro-
gram, also known as a search engine 170. The search engine
170 locates relevant information in response to a search query
from a client device 102a. The search engine 122 then pro-
vides the result set to the client device 1024 via the network
106. The result set comprises one or more article identifiers.
An article identifier may be, for example, a URL, a file name,
a link, an icon, a path for a local file, or anything else that
identifies an article. In the embodiment shown, an article
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identifier comprises a URL associated with an article. The
result set may comprise text, audio, video or any other type of
content.

In the embodiment shown, the server device 150, or related
device, has previously performed a crawl of the network 106
to locate articles, such as web pages, stored at other devices or
systems connected to the network 106, and indexed the
articles in memory 162 or on another data storage device. In
other embodiments, a crawl is not performed. For example, in
one embodiment, an index of articles is created manually.

It should be noted that embodiments of the present inven-
tion may comprise systems having different architecture than
that which is shown in FIG. 1. For example, in some systems
according to the present invention, server device 150 may
comprise a single physical or logical server. The system 100
shown in FIG. 1 is merely exemplary, and is used to explain
the exemplary methods shown in FIGS. 2 through 4.

Process

Various methods may be implemented in the environment
shown in FIG. 1 and other environments, according to the
present invention. Methods according to the present invention
may be implemented by, for example, a processor-executable
program code stored on a computer-readable medium.

In one embodiment of the present invention, a computer
program identifies an article having an attribute, determines a
category associated with the article based at least in part on
the article attribute, and stores in a data store a data record
comprising a category-article pair identifier associated with
the category and the article. For example, a set of base cat-
egories may be stored on a client device. The base categories
are based on registered schemas (e.g., a schema may exist for
Email, Documents, Media, etc., which correspond to Email,
Document, and Media categories) and on schema fields (e.g.,
for a Document Schema, ad “document type” field is stored
that has a value of DOC, PDF, MPEG, etc.). A search query
can be received and executed on a data store comprising the
association data record. In response, the association data
record can be received from the data store. The category-
article pair identifier may comprise various attributes of an
article, including, for example, an article identifier, name, file
type, size, “author, and other attributes.

The data store may comprise disk, memory, or any other
type of suitable storage. The attribute that the categorization
is based on may be any type of suitable attribute, comprising,
for example, a file type, an event schema, an event schema
field, a location, a name, or other suitable attribute or any
combination of suitable attributes.

In one embodiment, the capture processor 124, through the
individual capture components, can monitor activity on the
client device and can capture events by a generalized event
definition mechanism, such as an event schema. Each capture
component can define its own event schema or can use a
predefined one. Event schema can differ depending on the
client application or activity the capture component is moni-
toring. Generally, the event schema can describe the format
for an event, such as, for example, by providing fields for
event data associated with the event (such as the time of the
event) and fields related to any associated article (such as the
title) as well as the content of any associated article (such as
the document body). An event schema can describe the format
for any suitable event data that relates to an event. For
example, an event schema for an instant messenger message
event sent by the user 112a can include a recipient or list of
recipients, the time sent, the date sent, content ofthe message,
and a conversation ID. An event schema for a web page
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currently being viewed by a user can include the Uniform
Resource Locator or URL of the web page, the time being
viewed, and the content of the web page. An event schema for
a word processing document being saved by a user can
include the title of the document, the time saved, the location
of the document, the format of the document, the text of the
document, and a pointer to the location of the document.
More generally, an event schema can describe the state of the
system around the time of the event and also contain infor-
mation describing other articles. For example, an event
schema can contain a URL for a web page event associated
with a previous web page that the user navigated from. In
addition, event schema can describe fields with more compli-
cated structure like lists. For example, an event schema can
also contain lists of information. An email schema can con-
tain fields that list such as, for example, multiple recipients
from an email. An event schema can also contain optional
fields so that an application can include additional event data
if desired.

The article may be associated with none, one, or more than
one category or action. The categories with which an article is
associated with may be based on one or more attributes. For
example, in one embodiment, a computer program attempts
to associate an article with any categories that are relevant to
one particular article attribute. In another embodiment, the
computer program attempts to associate the article with mul-
tiple categories that are relevant to more than one attribute
associated with the article. In yet another embodiment, the
computer program attempts to associate the article with a
category that is associated with an action, such as printing or
emailing the article.

Similarly, a category may be associated with none, one, or
more than one article. For example, in one embodiment of the
present invention, a list of categories is created prior to
assigning articles to the categories. In such an embodiment, a
category may not be initially or ever associated with an article
or may be associated with one or more articles.

In one embodiment of the present invention, an input signal
is received. The input signal may comprise an event, and the
event may comprise an article or part of an article or an
identifier of an article. For example, in one such embodiment,
auser executes an explicit query and then views an article that
was provided as a result in a result set. The article comprises
information about cars. When the user clicks on the link
associated with the article, an event is generated and sent as a
signal to an indexer or other computer program. The event
comprises an identifier of the article and may comprise a
snippet. The indexer uses the snippet to categorize the article
associated with the article identifier. In this example, the
article is associated with the category “Car.”

In one embodiment, categories may be associated with
both articles and other categories. In such an embodiment, a
search may be performed among interrelationships of catego-
ries. The category/category relationships may suggest nested
or hierarchical relationships among the categories or may just
signal some other reason that the categories are related to one
another.

For example, in one such embodiment of the present inven-
tion, the categories “Food” and “Mexican” are related based
on a user’s previous activity. The two categories may be
related hierarchically—Mexican may be a type of Food. Con-
versely, Food may be a sub-category for a general category
labeled “Mexican.” The relationship may be captured in some
way in the association data record. For example, the record
may comprise a field to denote the hierarchical level of the
two categories. In another embodiment, the two terms are
related with no hierarchical relationship.
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In one embodiment of the present invention, an article is
associated with a category that is associated with an action.
The action may comprise, for example, printing, faxing,
emailing, copying, or some other suitable action. The cat-
egory associated with the action may be, for example,
“Printed,” “Faxed,” “Email-Sent,” or “Copied.” For example,
the user creates a presentation and prints it. In response, one
embodiment of the present invention creates two categories,
“Presentation” and “Printed.” Two corresponding association
data records are also created linking the article with the cat-
egories.

After one or more association data records have been
stored, a search engine or other application is able to perform
searches based on categories. In one embodiment, the search
engine receives a search query, causes the search query to be
executed on the data store that comprises the association data
records, and receives results from the data store that comprise
an association between one or more categories and one or
more article identifiers. In another embodiment, the search
engine receives results that comprise associations between
one or more categories and one or more other categories and
performs a further search or further searches to locate article
identifiers associated with the categories.

The search engine may generate a result set and may cause
the article identifiers to be output. In one embodiment, the
search engine generates an output signal that comprises the
article identifier. For example, the search engine may gener-
ate an HTML page that comprises the article identifier, e.g., a
short snippet, and a hyperlink to view the complete article.
The output signal may comprise a plurality of article identi-
fiers, and the identifiers may be sorted based at least in part on
the categories.

The search engine or other application may also comprise
the category in the output signal. In one such embodiment, the
search engine generates an HTML page that comprises mul-
tiple article identifiers that are separated visually by category
headers.

In another embodiment, a computer program receives a
search query that comprises a category and at least one key-
word. The search engine identifies the keyword and searches
a data store for data associated with the keyword. For
example, if a user enters the search query “Atlanta Mexican,”
the search engine identifies “Mexican™ as a category and
searches for association data records in which the article
identifier is related to “Atlanta.” In another embodiment, the
search engine attempts to identify multiple categories in the
search query. For example, if the user enters the search query
“Atlanta Mexican Food,” the search engine may identify
“Mexican” and “Food” as categories and attempt to find asso-
ciation data records for these two categories. Once the records
are found, the search engine may attempt to find articles
related to one or both of the categories.

FIG. 2 is a flowchart illustrating a method for associating a
category with an article in one embodiment of the present
invention. In the embodiment shown, a computer program
executing on the client 1024, such as capture processor 124 or
the indexer 130, identifies an article 202. This identification
may occur as a result of receiving the article, receiving data
identifying the article (for example, a URL), or by other
suitable means. In the embodiment shown in FIG. 2, the
program receives an article 202. The article comprises a plu-
rality of attributes, such as the name, file type, size, creation
time, last access time, and author. The indexer 130 evaluates
one or more of the attributes 204 to determine a category with
which to associate the article 206.

For example, in one embodiment, an article is categorized
by file type. The indexer 130 evaluates the file extension
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attribute of the article identified to determine the file type. For
instance, the indexer 130 receives an article with a file type
attribute equal to “.pdf” The indexer 130 searches a category-
file type index, such as a table in a data store to determine one
or more categories associated with the file type value. In the
category-file type index, the “.pdf” extension may be catego-
rized as a “PDF” or “Acrobat” article; a “.ppt” extension may
be categorized as a “PowerPoint” and/or “Presentation”
article.

In another embodiment, the name of a file is used to cat-
egorize the file. For example, a file that includes “2004 Bud-
get” in the file name is categorized in both a “2004” category
and a “Budget” category. In yet another embodiment, key-
words are extracted from the content of an article. The indexer
130 then searches a category-keyword data store for one or
more categories associated with the keyword. The article is
then categorized based on the results of the search. For
instance, the most relevant keywords may be used to con-
struct a set of categories the document belongs to.

The search engine 122 may subsequently utilize the cat-
egory to perform searches. The category may identify, for
example, the article as having been created by an application,
or the category may identify a subject matter of the article.
The category may associate a person’s name or the name of a
place or organization with a particular article.

The indexer 130 may be unable to find a category with
which to associated the article. For instance, the indexer 130
may not find a category match for the file type, name, key-
word, or other attributes of the article. If the indexer 130
determines that no existing categories exist that can be asso-
ciated with the article 208, the indexer 130 creates a new
category and stores the category in a data store, such as a
category data store, and an association with the article in a
category-article data store.

In another embodiment, the indexer 130, after finding cat-
egories associated with the article and storing the category-
article pair identifier for each category, attempts to infer
whether or not a new category or set of categories need be
created for the article.

The categories may be created in a number of ways. For
example, in one embodiment, a user manually enters one or
more categories. In another embodiment, the indexer 130
infers categories based on a user’s past search patterns. For
example, if a user uses a keyword frequently when perform-
ing searches, the indexer 130 may create a category for the
keyword. If keywords are often submitted together, the
indexer may infer relationships between the categories. In
another embodiment, categories may be inferred from user
behavior; for example, folders and directories on one or more
computing devices mused by the user, categories created in
various applications (e.g., folders of “Favorites™ in a browser
program, such as Microsoft Internet Explorer or email folders
or labels in an email program, such as Microsoft Outlook),
etc. may be identified and used to create categories. For
example, if a user has created a folder or directory named
“Taxes,” then a category “Taxes” may be created, and articles
stored in or otherwise associated with this folder may be tied
to this category. Similarly, web documents indicated in a
Favorites folder may be tied to a category name derived from
the label of such folders.

For instance, a user enters a search query including the term
“presentation.”” The query system 132 returns a result set
including an article having a file type attribute value equal to
“ppt.” If the indexer 130 has not encountered an article having
a ppt file type attribute, the indexer 130 can create a new
category. The indexer 130 can infer the category based on the
keyword in the search query, “presentation.” Articles having a
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“ppt” file type may also be returned in response to a query
comprising the term “PowerPoint.” In such cases, the indexer
130 may create another category, “PowerPoint,” and infer a
relationship between the two categories, “presentation” and
“PowerPoint.”

Once the indexer 130 locates the appropriate category, or
creates a new one, the indexer 130 creates an association data
record 212. The association data record identifies both the
category and the article and may comprise additional infor-
mation as well. In one embodiment, the association data
record comprises a category identifier and the uniform
resource identifier (URI) for each category/article pair. The
indexer 130 stores the association data record for later search
and retrieval 214. In one embodiment, the association data
record is stored in the data store 140.

One or more categories may be associated with any one
article. And one or more articles may be associated with any
one category. For instance, the user may interact with many
PowerPoint documents. Each of the PowerPoint documents
may be related to an additional category relating to content
within the PowerPoint document. For instance, one Power-
Point may concern budgeting while another concerns tar-
geted marketing. In such a scenario, each PowerPoint docu-
ment would be associated with the “PowerPoint” category
and a second topical category.

In one embodiment, for newly created categories, the
indexer 140 inspects articles from categories related to the
new category (e.g., parent category) and adds the qualifying
articles to the newly created category.

The categories may also be associated with one or more
other categories. For instance, in one embodiment, the cat-
egories are related in a hierarchical or nested structure such
that broader categories are related to somewhat narrower
categories, which are, in turn, related to narrower categories.
In another embodiment, no nesting or hierarchical relation-
ship between categories is implied; each category is directly
associated with other categories. The category associations
provide the search engine 122 with a method of retrieving
articles of interest to a user.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating relationships between
categories in one embodiment of the present invention. In the
embodiment shown, two base categories have been created,
Base Category A 302 and Base Category B 304. Base catego-
ries A and B are related to one or more categories, Category A
306, Category B 308, and Category C 310. Base categories
and categories may be related to one another. For instance, in
the embodiment shown in FIG. 3, Category B 308 and Cat-
egory C 310 are related. The categories are in turn related to
one or more articles. Category A 306 is related to Article A
312. Category B is related to Article B 314 and Article C 316.
Category C 310 is related to Article C. A category may not be
related to any other category or to any article. For example, if
auser creates a category but does not perform a search, which
causes an article to be associated with the category or never
manually associates an article or category with the manually-
created category, the category will simply exist with no rela-
tionships. Also, the three-level hierarchy shown in FIG. 3 is
merely exemplary; an embodiment of the present invention
may comprise any number of levels, and the number of levels
between what is described as a base category and an article
may vary from base category to base category, i.e., one base
category may be related directly to an article while a second
base category is related to one or more categories which are in
turn related to one or more articles.

In the example described above in relation to FIG. 2, “Pre-
sentation” may be considered a base category, e.g., Base
Category A 302. “PowerPoint” may be considered a category,
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e.g., Category A 306. An article having a file type equal to
“ppt” comprises an article, e.g., Article A 312.

After one or more categories have been created and articles
associated with those categories, the categories can be used to
perform searches. FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating a method
for retrieving a result set using categories in one embodiment
of the present invention. In the embodiment shown, a search
engine application, such as the query system 132 of search
engine 122, receives a search query 402. The search query
comprises one or more keywords and may be an explicit or
implicit query. The keywords may comprise a category or
may comprise words that the query system 132 is able to
categorize.

The query system 132 attempts to identify categories asso-
ciated with the keywords 404. For instance, the query system
132 may receive a search query comprising the keywords
“presentation 2003 budget.” The query system searches a data
store comprising categories for each of these three terms and
may search a data store comprising category-keyword asso-
ciations as well 406. The query system 132 identifies the term
“presentation” as associated with the “PowerPoint” category.
The query system 132 further identifies the keyword “budget”
as associated with the “Budgeting” category. For example,
the query system 132 may search a data store comprising
category-keyword associations. Each query by keyword may
return zero, one, or many categories.

The query system 132 then searches for articles associated
with the category or categories 408. For instance, in the
example above, the query system 132 performs a query of the
data store for association data records having “PowerPoint”
or “Budgeting” as the Category. The query system may then
perform a union or intersection of the data sets to create a set
of category/article association data records with which to
work. In one embodiment, each association data record com-
prises an article identifier, such as a URI. In another embodi-
ment, the association data record comprises a pointer to data
store containing article identifiers. In a further embodiment,
the association data record comprises both article and cat-
egory identifiers associated with each category retrieved in
response to the search query. In such an embodiment, the
query system 132 performs additional queries for each set of
category/category relationships until they are resolved into
category/article relationships.

For example, in one embodiment, the term “Presentation”
is a category. Associated with the category “Presentation” is
the category “PowerPoint.” A search query that the query
system 132 determines is associated with “Presentation” may
also be associated with “PowerPoint.” Accordingly, articles
associated with both the “PowerPoint” and “Presentation”
categories would be returned or at least considered in
response to the search query.

In the embodiment shown in FIG. 4, the query system 132
adds an article identifier to a result set for each article that the
query system 132 identifies as related to a relevant category
410. In other embodiments, the query system 132 may filter or
otherwise limit the results so that not every article is added.
The category search 406, article search 408, and article iden-
tifier addition to the result set 410 may be repeated until a
pre-determined number of results has been found, until no
additional results can be found, or according to some other
condition. Once the query system 132 has built the result set,
the result setis output 412. For example, the query system 132
may generate a result set comprising 20 relevant articles,
based on the category search, and cause those 20 articles to be
displayed to the user. The results may be presented separately
or in conjunction with the results from other searches or types
of searches.
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Example

FIG. 5 is a screenshot illustrating a user interface support-
ing category-based searches in one embodiment of the
present invention. In the embodiment shown, the user has
previously searched for, created, modified, or otherwise per-
formed tasks that have caused the indexer 130 to create asso-
ciations between categories and articles. The user then begins
entering text in a word processing user interface 502. The
word processing interface shown comprises various sections,
comprising a section for displaying search results 504 and a
section for entering and editing text 506. In other embodi-
ments, these sections may be separate from the application
interface.

In the embodiment shown, the user enters text in the text
entry section 506 of the application that comprises the terms
“test” and “preparation.” In response to the user completing
the sentence, i.e., entering a period, the application shown
generates an implicit query that comprises all of the terms
from the first sentence, comprising the terms “test” and
“preparation.” In response, the query system 132 identifies a
category called “Test Preparation.” Associated with the cat-
egory are various articles identifiers.

The user then emails the article as an attachment to another
user. When the user emails the article, an event is generated.
The event is captured, and a new category is created—
“Email-Sent.” In response to the user emailing the article,
e.g., pressing the send key, the application generates an
implicit query. In response, the query system 132 identifies
the category “Email-Sent” as well as the category “Test
Preparation.” Associated with both of these categories are
various article identifiers.

The query system 132 uses the article identifiers to find
and/or generate brief snippets about the articles and displays
those snippets in the search results section 504 of the appli-
cation interface 502. In the embodiment shown, the results
comprise previously retrieved search results, images, news,
and information from the user’s computer. In other embodi-
ments both subsets of this information and/or additional
information may be shown depending on the user’s prefer-
ences and other criteria.

GENERAL

The foregoing description of embodiments of the invention
has been presented only for the purpose of illustration and
description and is not intended to be exhaustive or to limit the
invention to the precise forms disclosed. Numerous modifi-
cations and adaptations thereof will be apparent to those
skilled in the art without departing from the spirit and scope of
the present invention.

That which is claimed:

1. A computer-implemented method for category-based
search, the method executed by one or more computer sys-
tems and comprising:

identifying an event comprising a user interaction with an

article stored on a storage device of a client device
responsive to monitoring user interactions with the cli-
ent device;

identifying an event schema describing a format of the

identified event responsive at least in part to an article
type of the article, the schema comprising fields based
on the article type and fields that describe interactions
with the article;

identifying a plurality of attributes associated with the

identified event that correspond to the fields based on the
article type and fields that describe interactions with the
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article, the plurality of attributes identified responsive to
the article and the monitored user interactions;

determining at least a first category associated with the
article based at least in part on the attributes;

storing at least a first association data record, the associa-

tion data record comprising a category-article pair iden-
tifier associating the first category and an article identi-
fier identifying the article;

receiving an implicit search query;

causing the implicit search query to be executed on a data

store comprising the first association data record; and
receiving the first association data record from the data
store.
2. The method of claim 1, wherein the client device com-
prises a web server.
3. The method of claim 1, further comprising determining
a second category associated with the article based at least in
part on the attributes.
4. The method of claim 1, further comprising:
determining that the first category is associated with a
second article based at least in part on the attributes; and

storing a second association data record, the second asso-
ciation data record comprising a second category-article
pairidentifier associating the first category and an article
identifier identifying the second article.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein determining at least a
first category associated with the article further comprises
creating the category.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein receiving the associa-
tion data record further comprises generating an output sig-
nal.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein the output signal com-
prises the article identifier.

8. The method of claim 6, wherein the output signal further
comprises the first category.

9. The method of claim 8, further comprising causing the
output of the first category and the article identifier.

10. The method of claim 6, wherein the output signal
comprises a plurality of article identifiers.

11. The method of claim 10, further comprising sorting the
plurality of article identifiers based at least in part on the first
category.

12. The method of claim 1, wherein identifying the event
schema for the identified event responsive at least in part to an
article type of the article comprises:

selecting the event schema for the event from among a

plurality of schemas associated with a plurality of article
types.

13. The method of claim 1, wherein the article type is one
or more of: a word processing document, a spreadsheet, an
audio file, a video file, a database, a client-application pro-
gram, a web page, a electronic mail message and an instant
messenger message.

14. The method of claim 1, wherein the fields that describe
the interaction with the article comprise one or more fields
corresponding to a time associated with the interaction with
the article.

15. The method of claim 1, wherein the interaction with the
article comprises one or more of: printing the article, emailing
the article, sending the article, viewing the article, selecting a
link associated with the article, faxing the article and copying
the article.

16. The method of claim 15, determining at least a first
category associated with the article based at least in part on
the attributes comprises determining a first category repre-
senting the interaction with the article.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

14

17. The method of claim 1, wherein the event schema is
identified responsive at least in part to the monitored user
interactions.

18. A computer-implemented method for category-based
search, the method executed by one or more computer sys-
tems and comprising:

identifying an event comprising a user interaction with an

article stored on a storage device of a client device
responsive to monitoring user interactions with the cli-
ent device;
identifying an event schema describing a format of the
identified event responsive at least in part to an article
type of the article, the schema comprising fields based
on the article type and fields that describe interactions
with the article;
identifying a plurality of attributes associated with the
identified event that correspond to the fields based on the
article type and fields that describe interactions with the
article, the plurality of attributes identified responsive to
the article and the monitored user interactions;

automatically creating at least a first category associated
with the article based at least in part on the plurality of
attributes;

storing an association data record, the association data

record comprising a category-article pair identifier asso-
ciating the first category and an article identifier identi-
fying the article;

receiving an implicit search query;

causing the implicit search query to be executed on a data

store comprising the association data record; and
receiving the association data record from the data store.

19. The method of claim 18, further comprising:

determining a second category related to the first category;

and

for each association data record comprising a category-

article pair identifier associating the first category and an
article identifier identifying with the article, storing a
second association data record associating the second
category and the article identifier identifying the article.

20. The method of claim 18, wherein identifying the event
schema for the identified event responsive at least in partto an
article type of the article comprises:

selecting the event schema for the event from among a

plurality of schemas associated with a plurality of article
types.

21. A computer-implemented method for category-based
search, the method executed by one or more computer sys-
tems and comprising:

identifying an event comprising a user interaction with an

article stored on a storage device of a client device
responsive to monitoring user interactions with the cli-
ent device;

identifying an event schema describing a format of the

identified event responsive at least in part to an article
type of the article, the schema comprising fields based
on the article type and fields that describe interactions
with the article;

creating a category associated with the article based at least

in part on the fields that describe interactions with the
article;

storing an association data record, the association data

record comprising a category-article pair identifier asso-
ciating the category and an article identifier identifying
the article;

receiving an implicit search query;

causing the implicit search query to be executed on a data

store comprising the association data record; and
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receiving the association data record from the data store.

22. The method of claim 21, wherein the category com-
prises a first category and further comprising:

determining a second category related to the first category;

and

for each association data record associating the first cat-

egory and the article identifier identifying the article,
storing a second association data record associating the
second category and the article identifier.
23. The method of claim 21, wherein the category com-
prises a first category, the association data record comprises a
first association data record, the article comprises an article
attribute, further comprising:
determining a second category associated with the article
based at least in part on the article attribute; and

storing a second association data record, the second asso-
ciation data record comprising a category-article pair
identifier associating the second category and the article
identifier identifying the article.

24. A computer-implemented method for category based
search, the method executed by one or more computer sys-
tems and comprising:

identifying an event comprising a user interaction with a

web page responsive to monitoring user interactions
with a client device;

identifying an event schema describing a format of the

identified event, the schema comprising fields describ-
ing the web page and fields that describe interactions
with the web page;

identifying a plurality of attributes associated with the

identified event based at least in part on one or more
fields of the event schema, the plurality of attributes
identified responsive to the web page and the monitored
user interactions, wherein at least a first attribute is asso-
ciated with a keyword;

searching a category-keyword data store for a category

associated with the keyword;

receiving a category identifier from the category-keyword

data store;

storing an association data record in a category-article data

store, the association data record comprising a category-
article pair identifier, the category-article pair identifier
associating the category identifier and an identifier iden-
tifying the web page;

receiving an implicit search query;

causing the implicit search query to be executed on the

category-article data store;

receiving the association data record from the category-

article data store; and

causing the identifier identifying the web page and the

category to be output.

25. A non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
on which is encoded executable program code for category-
based search, the program code comprising:

program code for identifying an event comprising a user

interaction with an article stored on a storage device of a
client device responsive to monitoring user interactions
with the client device;

program code for identifying an event schema describing a

format of the identified event responsive at least in part
to an article type of the article, the schema comprising
fields based on the article type and fields that describe
interactions with the article;

program code for identifying a plurality of attributes asso-

ciated with the identified event that correspond to the
fields based on the article type and fields that describe
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interactions with the article, the plurality of attributes
identified responsive to the article and the monitored
user interactions;

program code for determining at least a first category asso-

ciated with the article based at least in part on the
attributes;

program code for storing at least a first association data

record, the association data record comprising a cat-
egory-article pair identifier associating the first category
and an article identifier identifying the article;

program code for receiving an implicit search query;

program code for causing the implicit search query to be

executed on a data store comprising the first association
data record; and

program code for receiving the first association data record

from the data store.

26. The computer-readable storage medium of claim 25,
further comprising program code for determining a second
category associated with the article based at least in part on
the attributes.

27. The computer-readable storage medium of claim 25,
further comprising:

program code for determining that the first category is

associated with a second article based at least in part on
the attributes; and

program code for storing a second association data record,

the second association data record comprising a second
category-article pair identifier associating the first cat-
egory and an article identifier identifying the second
article.

28. The computer-readable storage medium of claim 25,
further comprising program code for storing a second asso-
ciation data record, the second association data record com-
prising the first category and a second category.

29. The computer-readable storage medium of claim 25,
wherein program code for determining at least a first category
associated with the article further comprises program code
for creating the category.

30. The computer-readable storage medium of claim 25,
wherein receiving the association data record further com-
prises program code for generating an output signal.

31. The computer-readable storage medium of claim 30,
wherein the output signal further comprises the first category.

32. The computer-readable storage medium of claim 31,
further comprising program code for causing the output ofthe
first category and the article identifier.

33. The computer-readable storage medium of claim 30,
wherein the output signal comprises a plurality of article
identifiers.

34. The computer-readable storage medium of claim 33,
further comprising sorting the plurality of article identifiers
based at least in part on the first category.

35. The computer-readable storage medium of claim 25,
wherein program code for identifying the event schema for
the identified event responsive at least in part to an article type
of'the article comprises program code for:

selecting the event schema for the event from among a

plurality of schemas associated with a plurality of article
types.

36. A non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
on which is encoded executable program code for category-
based search, the program code comprising:

program code for identifying an event comprising a user

interaction with an article stored on a storage device of a
client device responsive to monitoring user interactions
with the client device;
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program code for identifying an event schema describing a
format of the identified event responsive at least in part
to an article type of the article, the schema comprising
fields based on the article type and fields that describe
interactions with the article;

program code for identifying a plurality of attributes asso-
ciated with the identified event that correspond to the
fields based on the article type and fields that describe
interactions with the article, the plurality of attributes
identified responsive to the article and the monitored
user interactions;

program code for automatically creating at least a first
category associated with the article based at least in part
on the attributes;

program code for storing an association data record, the
association data record comprising a category-article
pairidentifier associating the first category and an article
identifier identifying the article;

program code for receiving an implicit search query;

program code for causing the implicit search query to be
executed on a data store comprising the association data
record; and

program code for receiving the association data record
from the data store.

37. The computer-readable storage medium of claim 36,

further comprising:

program code for determining a second category related to
the first category; and

for each association data record associating the first cat-
egory and the article identifier identifying the article,
program code for storing a second association data
record associating the second category and the article
identifier identifying the article.

38. The computer-readable storage medium of claim 36,
wherein program code for identifying the event schema for
the identified event responsive at least in part to an article type
of the article comprises program code for:

selecting the event schema for the event from among a
plurality of schemas associated with a plurality of article
types.

39. A non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
on which is encoded executable program code for category-
based search, the program code comprising:

program code for identifying an event comprising a user
interaction with an article stored on a storage device of a
client device responsive to monitoring user interactions
with the client device;

program code for identifying an event schema describing a
format of the identified event responsive at least in part
to an article type of the article, the schema comprising
fields based on the article type and fields that describe
interactions with the article;

program code for creating a category associated with the
article based at least in part on the fields that describe
interactions with the article;

program code for storing an association data record, the
association data record comprising a category-article
pair identifier associating the category and an article
identifier identifying the article;

program code for receiving an implicit search query;

program code for causing the implicit search query to be
executed on a data store comprising the association data
record; and
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program code for receiving the association data record
from the data store.
40. The computer-readable storage medium of claim 39,

wherein the category comprises a first category and further

5 comprising:
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program code for determining a second category related to
the first category; and

for each association data record associating the first cat-
egory and the article identifier identifying the article,
program code for storing a second association data
record associating the second category and the article
identifier identifying the article.

41. The computer-readable storage medium of claim 39,

wherein the category comprises a first category, the associa-
tion data record comprises a first association data record and
the article comprises an article attribute, further comprising:

program code for determining a second category associ-
ated with the article based at least in part on the article
attribute; and

program code for storing a second association data record,
the second association data record comprising a cat-
egory-article pair identifier associating the second cat-
egory and the article identifier identifying the article.

42. A computer readable storage medium on which is

encoded executable program code for category based search,
the program code comprising:

program code for identifying an event comprising a user
interaction with a web page responsive to monitoring
user interactions with a client device;

program code for identifying an event schema describing a
format of the identified event responsive at least in part
to an article type of the web page, the schema compris-
ing fields describing the web page and fields that
describe interactions with the web page;

program code for identifying a plurality of attributes asso-
ciated with the identified event based at least in part on
one or more fields of the event schema, the plurality of
attributes identified responsive to the web page and the
monitored user interactions, wherein at least a first
attribute is associated with a keyword;

program code for searching a category-keyword data store
for a category associated with the keyword;

program code for receiving a category identifier from the
category-keyword data store;

program code for storing an association data record in a
category-article data store, the association data record
comprising a category-article pair identifier, the cat-
egory-article pair identifier associating the category
identifier and an identifier identifying the web page;

program code for receiving an implicit search query;

program code for causing the implicit search query to be
executed on the category-article data store;

program code for receiving the association data record
from the category-article data store; and

program code for causing the identifier identifying the web
page and the category to be output.

43. The computer-readable storage medium of claim 42,

wherein program code for identifying the event schema for
the identified event responsive at least in part to an article type

60 ofthe article comprises program code for:

selecting the event schema for the event from among a
plurality of schemas associated with a plurality of article

types.



