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JEANNIE LYNNE PLASSE,

V.

LYNLEY FORD,

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

MAURICE JOHN PLASSE, Ill, AND No. 2:17-cv-1136-TLN-EFB PS
Plaintiffs,
ORDER
Defendant.

The court previously set an initialrexuling conference for September 9, 2020, and
ordered the parties to file statteports by no later than Auguzd, 2020. ECF No. 43. Plaintiff

timely filed a status report. EQ¥o. 44. Defendant, instead of suliing a status report, filed g

request to continue the schedgliconference for atdst 120 days. ECF No. 45.

Defendantwhois in propria persona, explains that she has beatempting to obtain ney
legal counsé| but her efforts have been frustihtey the current Covid-19 pandemii. at 2.

She contends that she has sent several a-togirospective counselt has not received a

responseld.

i

1 The court previously granted plaintiffsrmer attorney’s motion to withdraw as

counsel. ECF No. 41.
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Defendant’s former attorney withdrew as counsel in September 2019. Thus, defengant
has had nearly a year—including several rhemgrior to the ongoing pandemic—to seek and
obtain representation. If defenda&annot find an attorney willing tmke on her casehe must at
some point make diligent efforts to proceedhen own. Given that defendant is currently
proceeding without counsel, the court wilagt her a brief continuge of the scheduling

conference. However, defendanagmonished that her requesb&ng granted to permit her t

=4

prepare and file a status repaddressing the issues delireghin the court’s August 10, 2020
order. See ECF No. 43. While she may ¢ainly continue to seelepresentation, she must
proceed with litigating this case. The court isinctined to grant further requests to continue|the
scheduling conference based diaiéure to obtain new counsel.

Accordingly, it is hereby ORDERED that:

1. Defendant’s request to continue eptember 9, 2020 scheduling conference (ECF
No. 45) is granted in part.

2. The initial scheduling coafence currently set for Septber 9, 2020 is continued to
October 14, 2020 at 10:00 a.m., in Courtroom Nb. 8.

3. On or before Septemb@®d, 2020, defendant shall submatatus report addressing the
matters set forth in theoart’s August 10, 2020 order.

4. Defendant is admonished tisaibuld she fail to timelyile a status report, the court
may schedule this case without her input.

5. The clerk is directed to send defertdaoopy of the court’s August 10, 2020 order.

UNITED STATES MAGISTRATE JUDGE

2 Plaintiffs have filed a math to sever claims and dismissotef their claims as moot.
ECF No. 47. That motion is curt@nset for hearing on October 14, 202@. Defendant is
hereby notified that pursuant to Local Rule 230¢btle is required tfile an opposition or
statement of non-opposition to thrabtion by September 30, 2020.
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