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I, Anpelica Sales, upon my personal knowledge, hereby submat this declaration pursuanJ
to 28 ULS.C. § 1746 and declare as follows:

1 I am the Executive Director of the Coalition for Humane Immigrant Rights
{"CHIRLA"). 1have been cmployed by CHIRLA for 23 years.

2. CHIRLA is a non-profil corporation which has offices in Los Angeles,
Forterville, Sen Bermardino, pnd Sacramento. CHIRLA i3 2 statewide immigmant right
organizetion whose mission is to advance the human and civil rights of immigrants and refugees,
promote birmanious multi-ethnic and mulit-racial bumzn relations, and empower mymigran
and their allies to build a more just and humane society. CHIRLA was founded in 1986,

3. CHIRLA bas approximately 13000 members in communities across the State]
including 1n sowthern Califomnia, the Cental Valley, and nombern California.  The majority of
our members are Lating, Many are immigeants, both docernented and undocumented, but ﬂthﬂfdd
mre citizens in mixed-status families {ip which some mambers are documented o citizens and
others are pot), recipients of Deferred Action for Childhood Amivals (DACAY), and citizen allies,

4. CHIRLA's members repularly meet with cach other in regional commitiecs)
Committee meetings can range from a small hendful of people to hundreds. In addition, aur
stadent members hold regional statewide conference calls and thestings throuphout the year.
During these mestings, our members plan local advocacy campaigns, share information, and
discuss issues thar are aflecting them, their families, and their local communities, The ma{nj
takeaways from these meetings are then reported to CHIRLA's leadership and influcncs
CHIRLA's programmatiec agenda, This reporting is how CHIRLA lcamns abou: the issucs thali
are affecting our members en the ground.

5. In eddition to erpagizing cur members, CHIRLA scrves immigrnnt communities

in Californin ia » number of other ways. We provide education in the form of knnwayuur-ﬁp_.htq
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trainings, workshaps, and educational literature about a variety of immigration and publid
benefits issucs. We provide direct lagal services ranging from help with asylum spplications to
help applying for U visas, T visas, and protection vnder the Violence Against Women Act. Wl

mobilize our metmbers to engage in advocacy, lobhying, and to tell their steries in the media. We

engage in direct political advocacy with lepisliators and local officials in California. And we ru
8 hotline where members can receive information and referrals to available legal scrvices an
other resources.

6. Qur services reach tens of thousands of Californiens each vyear, includin
members and non-members. For example, over the [ast three years, our education prugramsi
bave reached over 625,000 people. Our hotline fields over 18,000 calls per year, Cur legal tear
has assisted 25,000 people iu the last three years. And during the same period, CHIRLA help

immigrants with close 10 10,000 DACA applications.

7. The California Values Act was one of our biggest lepislative prioritics in recen
years. Since local police started collaborating heavily with feder] immipration officials in 2011
and 2012 by shering informarion through Secure Communities, our members have increasing!
expressed fear of reporting crimes, serving as wimesses, and intcracting with other governmen
apencies, like DMVs, public schools, and public hospitals, This fear has beoome much wors
under the stepped-up federal immigration enforcement since 2017, with immigrants and
members of mixed-status families terrified to make vse of public scrvices. The climate of fear
created by local-federal communication and collaboration is hard to overstata.

8. CHIRLA devoted major resources to advocating for the Values Act’s enectment
First, we engaged in direet advocecy with legislators, expleining to them how the Valusg AGJ
would help our members and make all Californians safer by ersuring that immigrany

communitics feel secure working with police. We also organized labby days, in which wo
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brought up to 100 members to Sacramento ta lubby for the Values Act. Second, we urgam’;zcnﬂ
grassroots advocacy amongst our members, so that they ceuld shate their stories with the ]:ruhh:u:W
We coordinated rallics in favor of the bill and ran & call ecnter to urge voters to call their sunamrﬁ
end representatives fo express their support. Third, we enpaged in extensive media work i
express our suppart for the bill, This involved talking to reporters, going on television and radio,
and putting oul press releases to educale Californians shout the need for this law,

9. The Valuss Act is especislly important to CHIRLA's members who have been|

victims of cime. As our members have made abundantly clear to s, immigrant victims of crime

{or those in mixed-status families) are frequently too afraid of lacal poiice collaborntion with

ICE to report crimes and lake advantage of public resources for victims. That is especially Imj
for survivors of domestic violence (“DV™) or sexual assault, For survivoes, the fear is often no

only for themselves, but for family members and other loved anes, as those crimes often take
place in the home or in intimate relationships. The Values Act allows them 1o interact with thq
pelice without fear that they could be deported or have their loved oney tom sway from them)
Since the Values Act came into effect, we bave heard through our member committess 'lha.l%

immiprants and mixed-status familics are more confident in gccessing public services.

10.  This increased willingness to interact with law enforcement has helped us serv
members who have experienced or witnessed erimes by providing legel services that are tailore
to their needs. Our legel staffl helps immigrant crime victms apply for U visas, immi,granﬁ
trafficking victims apply for T visas, and immigrant victims of domestic vielence apply (o
protection through the Violence Against Women Act. The Values Act makes CHIRLA®s waorl]
cozier in these regards by fostering trust of the law enforcement officials who are crucial {o

pursuing these forms of immigration relief,
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11.  If the Values Act was struck down, it would sow confusion and panic amnngstd
our members, and amongst other immigrants across California. Based on my experience prior Io
the Values Act and whet we have heard from our members, I expect that immigrant erime
reporting would plummet. As an example, as the federal government ramped up deportation
operations early last year, reporting of domestic vielence amongst Laetinas went down
drammatically in Californmia. Thet effect has been widely reported, both within CHIRLA.’S#
membership and in the news.! An injunciion of the Values Act would have a similar effect forf
our members. Indeed, every year numerous members are the vietm of crimes, including DV anrﬂ
sexue] assault, and | expect that in the absence of the Values Act, members who wounld otherwise

report those erimes would be wo afraid to do sa. If they know that their police or other Il}cﬂi

officials may report them to ICE and help bring about their deportation—or the deportation o
beir loved ones—they will oot come farward,

12. An injunction spainst the Values Act would also decrease morele amongs
CHIRLAs members, because it would signal to them that they da not have control over wha
policics their state government pursues. After spending so much time and energy to hold ous
state elecred officials sccountable, I fear thar many members would become disillusioned withA
state politics if they learmned that the federal government could undo the State’s choice to limit its
waork with [CE. Members would also not kaow whom to hold accountable for overzealous ﬂrA
arbitrery deportations, because the enly people they have direet control over—their elected state
and loeal officials—would suddenly be unable to follow their instructions. This would be aj
significant blow to CHIRLA's organizing and advocacy, which is beased around holdiag elected

leaders accountable,

! Bee, for example, Rob Anthur, Latines In Three Cities Are Reporting Fewer Crimes Since
Trump Took Qffice, FiveThirtyEight.com, May 18, 2017, hetps://53eig ht/2rgs4d,
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13.  Aninjunction against the Values Act would also have a major effect on EI-I.LFJAN
itself as an organizetion. 'We would be forced ta take resources from other services, organizing,
end civic chgagement programs, and instead devote them to educating our members about theid
interactions with local pelice and other government entitics. We would hold l;nuw-}fc-ur-ﬁg,hISA
trainings workshops 10 address those interactions that we cinrently do not heve to provide with
the Values Act in place. And we would have to divert resources to provide more legal services|
te members who are detained beceuse of increased police-1CE collzboration.

14.  Under the Values Act, 8 statewide policy governs local collaboration with ICE. IJ;
the Values Act wes struck down, all of a sudden a patchwork of local policies wounld govern)

instead. CHRLA would therefore be forced 1o reallocate stafl time aod resources to edueate

members across the stete aboul the wide range of local policies thet govern in their region, W%
would also have 1o devere energy and resources to educating elected officials and advocating
better local policies. We had to expend our time and resources on both of these tasks before the

Values Acttaok effect, and would need to do so again.

15, A final effect on CHIRLA'S work, if the Values Act was egjoined, is that T woul
expect aur hotline to receive many more calls than it currtnﬁy dees. Members would have man
new questions about what the injunction mesns and how they shoutd pratect themselves and thei
families now that the Values Act no longer applies. This increased hotline activity wonld forc
us to devole more staff time to answering calls and advisiog both members and nop-members,
which would mean fewer reseurces to commit to other forms of program work, ineluding legal
scrvices, education, and civie engegement. Through our hotline and in ocur commities meetin
we wolld also have to counsel individuals who are victims and witnesses of crime as to how io

seek out police protecticn in jurisdictions that are colleborating with ICE.
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Dated: May 4, 2018
Los Angeles, California

FF
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6. Vdeclare under peralty of pegjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

e

Angelica Salas
Executive Dirsctor
Coalition for Humane Immigmnt Rights






