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. 5 mér] (1535) : 2 member of onc of van-
"m\: ;;‘;i:ll}v?n(:{i:bhfuopgumia& Syna. and Palcstine during
: H — Amorite o
d 28 millennis 5. % 4 (ME. [t MF. (r. ML amorosus, Ir. L
5\ 3-m T Jove] (14c) 1t ;lnlmgly moved by love and
. ~ : being in love : ENAMORED — usu.
5 l/“)zf-f(of :;:_m:.lr‘])) 3 a: igndlcalivc of love (received ~
oy w“|h - her panner) b of or relating lo love (an ~ povel) —
plancss '°",' ‘v — BMM-0-rQUS-NESS N
porous {:—'mor- 25\ adj [Ok amorphos. ir. a- + morphé lorm] {ca.
'Pblmu . having no definite form : SHAPELESS (an ~ cloud mass)
.1 hout definite character or pature ¢ UNGLASSIFIABLE <an ~
!ol socety) €° \acking organization or unity (an ~ siyle) 2
ot of 50 or apparent crystalline form ; UNCRYSTALLIZED (an ~
VIng 1 amor-phous-ly adv — amor-phous-ness n
l"!""‘\l’_.mén\ od] [short for all-a-mort. by folk etymology Ir. MF a ia
the death) 1590} archaic : being at the point of death
za-tion \.._m?r_-p-'z?shahn also ‘::—.r}\or-\ nl_(‘a. 1859) 1z the
ocess ortizin : the result of amortizning
. act °’_ri"u v.f:,'.,:::,_;; ,L;a‘;.'mﬁr-\ vt ~tized: -tizdng [ME amortisen
mm. alienatc in morimain. modil. of MF amortiss-, stem of amor-
ir.' fr. (assumed) VL edmortire 10 deaden, 1. L ad- + mor:, mors
death — more al MURDER] (1882) 1: to provide for the gradual extin-
guishment of {as s mortgage) usu. by contribution (o a sinking fund at
the time of each peniodic interest payment 2 : to amortize an cxpen
ture for {~ inlangibles) (~ thc new factory) — am-or-tiz-able Al ti-
Apn;::'\\ga’{{n:ﬂ n [Heb "Amés) 1 : a Hebrew prophet of the 8th cen-
wryac 1: 2 prophetic book of canonical Jewish and Christian Scrip-
"ture — sec BIBLE table
am-o-site \'a-ma-sit, -Zit\ n [Amosa (fr. Asbestos Mincs of South Al-
nca) + -ite] (ca 1918) : an iron-rich amphibolc that is a vanety of
asbesios Cng
lamount \o-'mavnt\ vi {ME, {r. MF amonter, tr. amons upward. fr. a-
(Ir. L ad-) + mont mouniain — more at MOUNT] (14c} 1 =: 10 be
" equivalent {ac1s that ~ (o treason) b : 1o reach in kind or quality
(wants her son 10 ~ O something) (docsn't ~ to much) 2: 1o reach
» total : 2dd up (the bill ~st0 s10)
amount n (1710} 1 a: the 1otal number or Quantity : AGGREGATE b
. the quantity at hand or under copsid:rnlion {has an ecnormous ~ of
energy) 2 : \he whole effect, significance. or import 3 : 3 principal
sum and the intercst on it .
usage Number is regularly used with count nouns {a large number of
mistakcs) (any number of times) while amount is mainly used with
mass nouns annual amount of rainfall) <a substantial amount of
money). The use of amount with count nouns has been frequently
crilicized; it usu, occurs when the number of things is thought of as »
mass or collection (glad to furnish any amount! of black pebbles —
New Yorker) (a substantial amount of film offers —Lily Tomlin) or
when money is involved (a substantial emount of loans —E. R.
Black).
amour \a-'mur, i-, a-\ n [ME. love, aflection. {r. MF, fr. OProv amor.
fr. L. fr. omare to love] (14c) : a usu, illicit love affair; also: LOVER
amour pro-pre \a-,mur-"propr’, Jd-, 'propr\ n (F amour-propre. lit.,
jave of onesell] (1775) : SELF-ESTEEM
amox+i-cil-lin \a-mik-sé-'si-lon\ n [amino + ox- + penicillin) (1973}
¥ thetic penicillin CoH (¢N,0,5 derived [rom ampiciliin
lin Brit var of AMOXIQLUIN ’
Amoy \i-'mai. a-, 3-\ n (1904) = the dialect of Chinese spoken in and
near Amoy in southeastern China
amp \'amp\ n (by shortening] (1962) : AMPUIFIER: also : a unit consisl-
ing of an clectronic amplifier and a loudspeaker
AMP \a-em-'p&\ n (Eadcnosine monophosphate] (1951) : a mononu-
cleotide of adenine CyoH 3 NsOH;PO, that was ong. isolaled from
mamemalian muscle and is revessibly convertible to ADP and ATP in
mectabolic reactions — called also adenosine monophosphate, adenylic
acid: compare CYCUC AMP
am-per-age \'am-p(2-)Aj. -.pir-ij\ n (1893): the strength of a current of
electricity expressed in amperes
am-pere \'am-.pir also -,per\ n {André-Marie Ampére] (1881) 1 : the
practical meter-kilogram-second unit of electric current that is cquiva-
lent 10 a Now of one coulomb per second or to the steady current pro-
duced by one volt applied across a resistance of onc ohm 2 : the basc
unit of electric current in the International System of Units that is
equal 10 a constant current which when maintained in two straight
paniliel conductors of infinitc length and negligible circular sections
onc meler apart in a vacuum produces between the condnctors a force
equal 10 2 X 10-7 newton per meter of length
nmper'&hour n (1885) : a unit quantity of electricity equal to the
quantity carried past any point of 3 circuil in one hour by a steady
current of one ampere
ampere—turn n (1884) : the meter-kilogram-second unit of magncto-
motive {orce equal to the magnetomotive {orce around s path that links
with one turn of wire carrying an electric current of anc ampere
Aam-per-o-met-ric \,am-pir->-'me-trik\ adj [ampere + o + -melric)
(1940) : relaling to or being a chemical titration in which the measure-
ment of the electric current flowing under an applied potential between
two clectrodes in a solution is used for detecting the end point
am-per-sand \'am-par-sand\ n {alter. of and %&.) per 3¢ and, liL.. (the
characl:_r) & by itseil {is the word) and] (1835) : a characler typically
& standing lor the word and
am.phet-amine \am-‘fe-t>-,mén. -man\ n [ISV alpha + mcthyl -+
phen- + ethyl + amine) (1938) : a racemic compound CyHyN or one
of its derivatives (as dextroamphectamine or methamphetamine) fre-
quently abused as a stimulant of the central nervous system but used
chinically esp. as the sulfatc or hydrochlonde salt Lo treat hyperactive
children and the symptoms of narcolepsy and 2s 2 short-term appetite
suppressant in dieting
amphl- or amph- prefix [L amphi- around. on both sides. Ir. Gk am-
phi-. amph-. [r. amphi — morc a1 AMB1.]: on both sides : of both kinds
< both (amphibrach) Cemphidiploid)
am-phib-ia \aro-"fi-b&-3\ n pl(1607) 1 AMPHIBIANS
am-phib-i-an \-bé-an\ n [ultim. {r Gk amphibion amphibious being, Ir.
neut. of amphibios] (1835) 1: an amphibious organism; esp : any of a
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class (Amphibia) of cold-blooded venebrates (as [rogs, twads, or sala-
manders) iotermediate in many charactlers between fishes and reptiles
and hawing gilled aquatic larvae and air-breathing adults 2 : an air-
plane designed 10 take ofl from and land on either land or waler —
armphibizn adj
am-phib-i-ous \am-‘fi-bé-2s\ adj (Gk amphibios. Lit.. living a double
life. [r. amphi- + bios mode of life — more at Quick]) (1643} 1: com-
bining two characteristies 1 2: relating 1o or adapted lor both land
and water (~ vehicles) b : eaecuted by coordinated action of land,
sea. and air lorces organized for invasion; also : trained of organized
lor such action (~ forces) 3 : able 1o live both on land and in water
¢~ plants) — am-phib-i ly adv — phib-i n
am-phi-bole \'am(p)-f>-,bol\ a [F. fr. LL amphibolus. ir. Gk amphibolos
ambiguous. .Ir. amphiballein 1o throw round. doubt. ir. amphi. + bal-
lein 10 throw — more al pEVIL) (ca. 1823) 1: HORNBLENDE 2: any of
a group of complex silicate minerals with like crystal structures that
conlain calaum. sod ma al . and iron ions or »
combination of thems
am-phib-o-lite \am-'fi-ba-Jit\ n (1833) : » usu. metamorphic rock
consisting essentially of amphibolc
am-phi-bol-o-gy \am(p)-{>-"bi-lo-jE\ n. pl -gies [ME amphibologic. Ir.
LL amphibologie, aiter, of L emphibolia, Ir. Gk, fr. amphibolos] (14c}
: a sentence of phrase {as “nothing is good enough for you'} suscepti-
ble of more than onc interpretation
am-phib-o-ty \am-"fi-ba-18\ n. pl -lies (LL amphibolia) (ca. 1588) : amM.
PHIBOLOGY
am-phi-brach \'am{p)-f>~brak\ n (L amphibrachys fr. Gk, lit.. short at
both ends. Ir. amphi- + brachys short — more at BRIEF) (1589) : &
metrical foot consisting of a long syllable between two short syllables
in Quantitative versc or of a stressed syllable between 1wo unstressed
sylables in accentual verse € ic 15 an a d ey — phi
brach-ic \.am{pi-fa-"bra-kik\ adj
am-phic-ty-o-ny \am-‘fik-1&-2-0é\ n pl -nies [Gk amphikiyonia}
{1835) : an association of ncighboring stales in ancient Greece to de-
fend a common.religious center; broadly : an associalion of neighbor-
ing states for their common interest — am-phic.ty-on-ic \(lam-fik-
té-"2-nik\ adj -
am-pbi-dip-loid \am(p)-fi-'di-,pléid\ n (1930) : an interspecific hybnd
having » complete diploid chromosome set irom cach parent fjom —
clied also alloterraploid — amphidiploid odj — am-phi-dip-loi-dy
\-ploi-dé\ n

P er \am-'fi \ n L phil rus, fr. Gk amphimak-
ros. lit., long at both ends. fr. amphi- + makros long — more at MEA-
Ger) (1589): a metrical foot consisting of a short syllable between iwo
long syllables in quantative verse or of an unstressed syllable between
(wo stressed syllables in accentual verse {twenty-two is an accenlual ~

am-phi-mix-is \am(p)-fi-‘mik-sas\ n pl -mix-es \-s&\ (NL. Ir. am-
phi- + Gk mixis mingling. fr. mignynai to mix — more at MIX] {1893)
: the union of gameles in scxual reproduction

Am-phi-on \am-'fi-an\ n (L. [r. Gk Amphian) : 1 musician of Greck
mythology who builds the walls of Thebes by charming the stons into
place with his lyre

am-phi-ox-us \am(p)-ft-"dk-sas\ n pl -0xi \-sN\ or ~ox-us-es [NL. Ir.
armphi- 4+ Gk oxys sharp] (1847) : any of a genus (Branchiastoma) of
lanceicts; broadly : LANCELET

am-phi-path-ic \,am{p)-f>-'pa-thik\ adj [amphi- + -pathic {as in em-
pathic)] (1945): AMPHIPKILIC

am-phi-phil-ic \-"fi-lik\ adj (1950Q) : of. relaling to. or bcing a com-
pound (as 2 surfactint) consisting of molecules having a polar watess
soluble group attached (o 2 waler-insoluble bydrocarbon chain; also
: bang a malecule of such 3 compound — am-phi-phile \‘am{p)-fa-
J

am-phi-ploid \'am{p)-fi-,ploid\ adj (1945) of an interspecific hybrid
+ having al least onc_complete diploid set of chromosomes derived
from each parent species — amphiploid n —— am-phi-ploi-dy \-pléi-
dé\ n

am-phi-pod \-,pid\ a [ultim. fr. Gk amphi- + pod-. pous {oot — more
at FOOT) (1835) : any of a large order (Amphipoda) of small crusta-
ceans (as the beach fiea) with 2 laterally compressed body — amphi-

odj .
am-phi-pro-style \,am(p)-fi-'pré-.stil\ adj [L emphiprosiylos. fc. Gk, fr.
amphi- + prostylos having pillars in front, Ir. pro- + stylos pillar —
more al STEER) 1850) : having columns at each end osily (an ~ build-
ing) — amphiprostyle n )
am-phis-bac-na \.am(p)}-fss-bé-na\ n {L. fr. Gk amphisbaina, ir. am-
phis on both sides ([r. amphi around) + baiaein 10 walk, go — marc at
BY.COME) (14c) : a serpent in classical mythology having a head at each
end snd capable of moving in either direction — am-phis-bae-nic
\-nik\ adj
am-phi-the-ater \'am{p)->-thé-3-tar also ‘am-pa-,ihé-\ n (L amphi-
theatrum, [r. Gk omphitheatron, Ir. amphi- + theatron theater] (lkf 1
. an oval or circular building with rising tiers of seats ranged about an
open space and uscd in ancient Rome csp. for contests and spectacles
2 a: a very large auditorium b : a room with a gallery from which
doctors and students may obscrve surgical operations .¢ : a rising
galiery in 3 modern theater d : a flat or gently sloping area suf-
rounded by abrupt slopes 3 : a place ol public games or contess —
am-phi-the-at-ric \.am{p}-l>-thé-a-trik also am-pa-thé\ or am-phi-
the-at-ri-cal \-tn-kal\ adj — am.phi-the-at-ri-cal-ly \-tri-k{>-H&\
adv
Am-phitery-on \am-"fi-tré-an\ a [Gk Amphitryén] : the husband of
Alemenc
am-pho-ra \'am(p}-I>-ra\ n. pi -rae \-,r&, -\ or -ras [L. modil. of Gk
amphoreus. amphiphoreus. [r. amphi- + phoreus bearer, fr. pherein 10
bear — more at BEAR] (14c) 1 : an angent Greek jar or vase with a
large oval body. narrow cylindrcal neck, and (wo handles that fise

\2\ abut VA kitten. F table \ar\ further \a\ ash \3\ acc \3\ mop, mar
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T bevers
blcam:

i-blé-a-'pe-jik. -'pé:\ odj — bib-li-op.e.gist \Ltu-

wh' ies of format; olso : » book collector — bib-lio-
sooks P&'ﬁ:é?:-‘ll,l_“;s\zdj — bib-li-oph-i-lism \-%-{3-Ji-zom\ n —

o)
{:ﬁn.a Y VM oI\ or bibeli-op-o-list \bi-blé-Ti-panlist\ n (L
bl 2,5,232}7’!5. 2:ePR iblvopales. 1t bibli- & palein 16 sell} (17757
bu'bldﬂnﬂ'; p. 10 rarc of cuNous books ) )

. E orbié- > thé-ka\ n. pl ~cas or -cae \.s& - ké\ (L. fr. Gk

P i ir. bibli- + théké case; akin to Gk tithenai 10 put, place ~—

: f::)-] (ra 1824) 1: a cotlection of books 2: a list of books —
‘more » 3

thé-kal\ adj .
bib-lio-the-cal |1~:'-blé—°-"h°"°'p€\ n (1919) : the use of reading

: -s-wﬂz\\%_blé.,ﬂ:\ n (F, It. bibli- + -phile) (1824) : a tover of

(34 Hb.llo-lhcr-l;‘!;‘yp :"1 sotving personal problems or for psychiatric ther-

maicrials for
. .blé-a-tiks\ n pl bul sing in cunsir (bibli- 4+ 'whc +
Hﬁll-o;gﬁs' \;::: ts’ludy of handwriting. documents, and writing maten-
Ao}l {or delermining genuineness of authorship — bib-li-ut-ic
P i bib-li-o-tist Vb
“bi-bya~las\ adj [L bibulus, ir. bibere 10 drink — more a1
ul"‘lmﬁ 1\61'75]‘"1 : highly absorbent 2 & : Jond of alcoholic bever-
MTA";E_ of, relating to. or marked by the consumption of alcoholic
88 s — bib-u-lous-ly adv — bib-u-fous-ness n
ir..l \(,Ibi-kam-ral, -ka-ma-\ adj['&i- + LL camera chamber
more 3t cruambEr) (1856} : having, consisting of, or based on two
l—:ﬂ'ﬂ";" chambers (a ~ legislaturd) — bi-cam-er.al-ism \-ra-}i-

m\ 8 P
carl b:-*kiirb. bi-,\ 7 (1922) : SODIUM BICARBONATE
::.ar.bb;?- c ‘{(.)bi-'kir-b:—.nil. -nat\ n [ISV]} (1B19) : an acid car-

h‘:‘;:;nnc of soda (ca. 1887} : SODIUM BICARBONATE

bicen-te-na-ry \Lbi-(isen-"e-na-ré. LIbi-'sen-t’n-,er-é, \bi-()sen-"té-na-
caun (1872) ; BICENTENNIAL — bicentenary odj .
bi-cen-ten-ni-al \.bi-()sen-"tc-ng-21\ a (1883} : a 200th anniversary or
its ceiebration — bicentennial adj . . .

bi-ceps \'bi-scps\ n. pl biceps also bi.ceps-es [NL bicipir-, biceps, {r.
L. two-hcaded, {r. bi- + copit-, caput hcad — more at HEAD] (1650} : a
muscle having two heads:as _a: thelarge lexor muscle of the lront of
the upper arm b o the large Nexor muscie of the back of the upper icg
biceps bra.chii \-bri-k&-i. -ké&.&\'n [NL. lit., biceps of the arm] (ca.
1860) : BICEFSa . .

biceps fe-mo-ris \-Yfe-ma-ras\ n [NL. lit. biccps of the femur] (ca.
1860) : BICEFSD s

bichlo-ride of mercury \()bi-%ldr-id-, - Klor-\ {ISV] (1810) : MER.
CURIC CHLORIDE

bi-chon fri-se \b<-shé~-[ré-"z3\ n, pl bichons fri-ses \.shos-ire-
2a(z)\ [modif. of F bichon d poil frisé curly-haired lapdog) (1966) : any
ol a breed of smali sturdy dogs of Mecditerrancan origin having a thick
wavy while coat

bi-chro-mate \()bi-%kroé-mat, "bi-krd-\ n {1836} : a dichromate esp. of
sodium or potassium — bi-chro-mat-ed \-mi-1>d\ adj

bichrome \"bi-krém\ adj{1924) : two-colored

bi-cip-i-tal \ i-po-t"1\ adj (1646} : of, relating Lo. or being a biceps
bickeer \'bi-kar\ n [ME biker] (14c) I : petulant quarreling : ALTER.
CATION 2: asound of or as if of bickering ~

lhicker ri bick-ered; bick-er-ing \"bi-k{s-}rig\ (15¢c) 1: (0 cngagein
a petulant or petty quarrel 2 a : 10 move with a rapidly repeated
noisc (2 ~ing sircam) b: QUIVER. FUCKER — bick-er-er \-k3-rar\ n
bi-comst-al \(,)bi-’kds-tal\ adj (1972} : of or relaung 1o or living or
working on both the Exst and West coasts of the U.S,

bi-col-ored \'bi-ks-lard\ or bicol-or \-lar\ odj [L bicolor. ir. bi- +
color] {ca. 1843} : (wo-colored — bicolor n

bi-com-po-nent \()bi-kam-'po-nant, -kim-, -*kam-.\ adj (1962) : being
a liber made of 1wo polymers having slightty diflerent physical proper-
tics so that the fiber has a permanent cnmp and fabrics inade from it
have inherent bulk and stretchability -

bi-con-cave \(JIbi-(,}kan-kav, -*kin-\ adj (1833} : concave on both
sides — bicon-cav-i-ty \Lbi-(,)kan-"ka-vo-1&\ n

bicon-di-tion.al \, on-"dish-aal. -'di-sha-\ n (1940} : a relation
between two proposilions that is-truc only when both propositions are

_simultaneously truc or false

bi-con-vex \.bi-(,)kin-'veks, (,)bi-*kin-\ adj [1SV] (ca. 1852) : convex
on both sides — bi-cun-vex.i-ty \, an-'vek-s3-1¢, -(,}kan-\ n

bi-corne \'bi-kérn\ n [F, Ir. L bicornis two-horned. lr. bi- + cornu
horn — more a1 HORN] {1936} : COCKED HAT 2

bicul-tur-al \(,}bi-kal-char-al\ adj (1940} : of, rclating Lu., or including
Iwo distinct culturcs (~ education) — bi-cul-tur-al.ism \-3-li-zam\ #

‘bi-cus-pid \(Ibi-"k>s-pad\ adj (NL bicuspid-, bicuspis. fr. bi- + L cus-
-Cid-. cuspis point) (ca. 1839} : having or ending in two points {(~ teeth)
icuspid n (1852} : a human premolar tooth — see T001VH illustration

J
bicuspid valve n (ca. 1903) : a cardiac valve consisting of two triangu- -

lar flaps which allow only unidirectional blood flow from the lefi
atrium 1o the venincle — called also snitral vaive

‘biccy-che \'bi-si-kal. -Si- also -si-\ n {F. {r. bi- + -cpcle (as in tricycic)]
(1868) : a vehicle with 1wo wheels tandem. a sicering handie. a saddle
scat. and pedals by which 1t is propelied; alse : a stalionary exercise
machine (hat resembias such a vehicle

hicycle vi bi-cy-cled: bi-cy-cling \-k{2-)lup (1869} 1 1o ride a bicycle
= bicy-cler \-kfar\ n — bi-cy-clist \-khst\ n

bicy-clic \(,}bi-'si-klik. -'si-\ adj {ISV] (ca. 1909) 1 : consisting of or
arranged in two cycles 2t comtaining two usu. (used nings in the
structure of the molecule

'bid \'bid\ vb bade \'bad. *bad\ or bid; bid-den \'bi-d’n\ vr bid also
bade: bid-ding [partly fr, ME bidden, [r. OE biddan; akin to OHG
bitien 10 entreat, and perh. tu Skt bddhaie he presses; partly fr. ME
beden 10 offer, command. [r. OE béodan. akin 10 OHG biotan 10 ofier.
Gk pynihanesthai 10 examine, Skt bedhi enlightenment] v (bel. 12¢) 1
30bs: BESEECH. ENTREAT b: 101ssuc 2n order 1o : TELL €: 10 request
1o come : INVITE 2: to give cxpression to (bade a icarful farewell) 3
2. OFFER — usu. used in the phrase 10 bid defiance b pasi and past part
bid {1): to offer (a price) whether for payment or acceplance (2): 10
make a bid of or in {2 suil at cards}) ~ v : 10 niake a bid sy sec
COMMAND — bid-der n — bid fair: 10 seen hikely
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Tbid 1 (1788) | a: theact of one who bids b : a statemeni of what
one will give or take for something: esp: an ofler of a price ¢ : some-
thing oficred as a bid  2: an opportunity to bid 3 : INVITATION 4
: an announcement of what 3 cardplayer propuses 10 undcruake b
: the amount of such a bid ¢ : a biddable bridge hand 5 : an a1-
tempt or effort to win. achicve. ur attract <a ~ for reclection); \

bid-da-ble \'bi-d2-bal\ ad; (ca 1768} I : casily led. taught, or con-
trotled : DOCILE 2: capablc of being bid — bid-da-bil-i+ty \,bi-d>"bi-
15-18\ n — bid-da-bly \'bi-ds-bl&\ adv

*bid-dy \'bi-d&\ n. pl biddies [perh. imii.) (1601) : HEN larglso : 2
young chicken

2biddy n. pl biddies {dim. of thc name Bridger) {ca. 1861) : a hired
girl or cleaning woman 2 : WOMAN. esp : an elderly woman — usu,
used disparagingly .

bide \'bid\ »b bode \'b4d\ or bid-ed; bided: bid-ing [ME. 1r. OE
bidan: akin to OHG bitan to wail, L fidere 10 trust, Gk peithorhai vo
believe) vr (bel. 12c) ) past usu bided : 10 wait [or — used chiefly in
the phrase bide one’s nme 2 archoic : WITHSTAND (iwo men, . . might
~ the winter storm —W. C. Bryant) 3 chiefly dial : to gl up with
: TOLERATE ~ v 1: to continuc in & state or condition 2 to wan
awhile: TARAY :3: Lo cuntinucin a place : SOIOURN — bid-er n

bi-det \bi-'da\ n {F. small horsc, bidet, fr. MF, {r. bider 10 irot} {1766}
: a bathroom fixture used esp, for bathing the extermnal gmi}als and the
posterior-parts of the body . .

bi-di-a-lec-tal-ism \,bi-,di->-Tek"I-ji-zam\ n (1958) : faciljty in using
two dialects of the same language; also : the teaching of Sjandard En-
glilsh 10 pupils who norinaily usc a nonstandard dialect —)b’i-di---l:c-
tal adj .

bi-di-rec-tion-al \,bi-da-'rek-shnal, -di-. -sha-a1\ ad;j (1928) : involv-
ing. moving. ur taking plate in 1wo usu. opposite direcliony (~ flow)

{~replication of DNA) — bi-di-(ec-tiun-aﬁly adv e

bi-don-ville \bé-.d&*-'v&{a)l\ n [F, ir. bidon metal can or dhdin + ville
city) (1952) : a settlement of jerry-buill dwdlings on the outskins of a
city {(as in France or No. Alrica) ;

bid up v (1B64) : Lo raise the price of (as property at ai
succession of oflers

Bie-der-mei-er \'bé-dar-,mi(-2)r\'adj [after Gotllicb Biederfieier, satiri-
cal pamie for un uninspired Ger. bourgeois] (1905) : of a style of unos-
tentatious fumiture and interior decoration popular esp, with the mid-
dle class in carly 191h century Germany ] .

bi-en-ni-al \(,)bi-’e-né-al\ adj (1562} 1: occurring every two years 2
: continuing. or lasting for two years: specif : growing* vegetativdy
during the first ycar and fruiting and dying during the second usage
sec Bl- — biennial n — bi-en.ni-al-ly \-2-1é\ adv s R

bi P \bi-‘e-n&-am\ n. pl -ni o7 -niiz \-n&-a\ [L, fr. bi- +
annus year — morc at ANNUAL) (1899) : a period of two ychiy

bier \'bir\ # [ME bere, {r. OE b#r; akin 10 OF beran 10 carry <= more at
8EAR] (b, 12c) 1 archaic: a [ramework for carrying 2 : a stand on
which 2 corpse or coffin is placed; also : a coffin together withi its stand

bi.-face \'bi-fas\ n (1934) : a bifacial stonc tool

bi-fa-cial \()bi-3-shal\ adj (ca. 1847) : having opposite Hides or faces
worked on 1o forin an edge for cutting or scraping — bi-fa-clal-ly ady

biff \'bil\ n [prob. imit.] (ca. 1889) : whaCK.BLOW — biff V6%

bi-fid \'bi-Nid, -[>d\ adj [L bifidus. (r. bi- + -fidus -fid} (1661} : divided
into two cqual lobes or parts by a median cleft {3 ~ leaf) ¢ :

bi-fi-lar \(,)bi-"fi-lar\ adj ISV bi- + L filum thrcad miore al FiLE]

(1846} 1t involving two threads or wires {(~ suspen of a pendu.
lum) 2: involving a singic thread or wire doubled back”Upon itself (a
~ resistor) — bi-fi-lar.ly adv

bi-fla-gel-late \(Ibi-flua-33-1a, )&t -Nla-’je-1at\ ad) (1856} &
flagella {~ gametcs) iz

bi-fo-cal \'bi-f3-kal\ adj {ISV] (18BB) 1: having twu focd] ¥éngihs 2
: having onc part that corrects for near vision and one fO¥ distant vi-

ion) by a

! Having 1wo

sion {a ~ cyeglass lens) {
Tbifocal n (1899) 1 pl: cycglasses with bilocal lenses 2 : a bifocal
giass or lens e
bi-func-tion-al \(Q)bi-fagik)-shnal. -sho-a*1\ adj (1936)°? having two
functions; e3p : DIFUNCITONAL o
bi-fur-cate \'di-{,Mar-kat, bi-'far-\ vb -cat-ed; -catiing (ML bifur-
catus, pp. of bifurcare, [r. L bifurcus two-pronged. ir. bi:' ¥ furca fork]
vt (1615) : 10 cause 10 divide into two branches or parls ~ vi: 10
divide into 1wo branches or parts — bi-fur-cate \()bitthrikat, -kat;
*bi-(,Mar-k a1\ adj .
bi-furca-tion \,bi-()or-"ki-shon\ n (1615) 1 a: thé p&ft at which
bifurcating occurs b: BRANCH 2: the act of bifurcating ; the statc of
being bifurcated P
tig \'big\ adj big-ger; big-gest !ME-pcrh. ol Scand Gfifin; akin 10
Norw dial. bugge impoitant man}(l4c) 1 sobs: of great strength b
: of great foroe (2 ~ storm) 2 a: large or great in diménsions, bulk,
or extent (a ~ house); also : large or greatl in quantity. number, or
amounl {a ~ flcet) b: operating un a large scale (~ government) ¢
: CAPITALl 3 a: PREGNANT:esp: nearly rcady to give Birth b full
to bursiing : SWELLING (~ with rage) ¢ of the wice : full’and resonant
4 & : CHIEF. PREEMINENT (the ~~ issuc of the campaign) b : outstand-
ingly worthy or able ¢a truly ~ man) ¢ : of great imporiance or sig-
nificance (the ~ moment) d : IMPUSING. PRETENTI0US; dfso : marked
by or given to boasting {(~ lalk) ¢: MAGNANIMOUS,
about it) S : POPULAR (soft drinks are very ~ in
Leadabrand) 6 : {ull-bodied and flavorful — used
adv — big-ness n — big on : strongly (avoring or liki
for {she is big on blushing ~~Arnold Hano)
1big adv(1807) 1: inaloud or declamatory manner;, " in a boasi-
ing manner {talk ~> 1 a: 10 a large amount or extenl {won ~) (lost
~) b on a large scale (think ~) (worry ~) 3 : WARD <hits her
forehand ~) i . ezh
Sbig a (1965) : an individual or organization of outstandipg imporiance
Or power; esp: MAJOR LEAGUE — usu. used in pl. {(playing in the ~5)

2

piare — big-ly
\%‘:alw: noted

\2\ abut \X\ kitten, F table \or\ furiher \a\ ash \2\ acc
\av) eut  \ch\chin \e\bet \& easy \g\go \i\hij

AN\ sing \O\ g0 \O\law \ém\ boy \th\thin \th\the \i\¢dooi \0\ (oot
Ay\ yet \zh\vision \i k. ", & & & & "\ see Guidi
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just now. fr. modus measure — more at METE) (1585) 1 a: of. relat-
ing to. or characieristic of the present or the immediale past : CONTEM.
PORARY b : of. relating to. or charactenstic of 2 period extending froem
a relevant remolte past 10 the present time 2 : involving recent tech-
aiques, methods. or ideas : UP.TO.DATE 3 cap : of, relating (o, or hav.
ing the characieristics of the presest or most recent period-of develop-
ment of a language 4 : of or relating 10 modemism ; MODERNIST —

modern e moisture

mo-der-ni-ty \ms‘dar-no-t&, ma- also -'des-\ n — mod-ern-ly \'mi- -

darn-i&\ adv — mod-ern-ness \-dorn-nas\ n
'modern n (1585) I a: a person of modern times or views b : an
adherent of modernism : MODEANIST 2: a style of printing type< distin-
guished by regularity of shape. precise curves, straight haidine seqts.
and heavy downstrokes
mo-derne \m&-'dera. ma-\ n. often cap [F, modern] (1955} : ART DECO
Modern Hebrew n (1949} : NEW HEBREW

od i-sa-tion, d-ern-ise Brit var of MODEANIZATION. MODERN-

1ZE

mod-enp-lsm \'mi-dar-mi-zom\ n (1737) 1 : a_practice. usage, of
cxpression peculiar to modern times 2 often cap tendency in-theol-
©ogy to accommodale traditional -religi h to con ary
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regulated 3 a: any in a series of standardized units for usc §
as (1) : » unit of furniture or architecture 2} : an educat;

OB tthe,.
which covers a singlc subject or topic b: a usu. packaged |:::f unit
assembly of electronic components for use with other such aj: f‘h“!
4 : an indcpendently-operable unit that is a part of the total Struces
of a space vehicle 5 a: 2 subset of an additive Broup that i ‘T\w(
group under addition b : a mathematical sct that is a ﬂovnmuu:?'
group under addition and that is closed. uoder multiplication which I
distributive irom the leh or right or both by dlements of s ring ang o
which a(bx) = (ab)x or (xbla = xfba) or both where @ and § are "
ments of the ring and x belongs 10 the set "
mod-u-le \'mi-j>-,13\ prep [NL. abl. of modulus] (1897) :
.10 a modulus o{(l9 and 54 arc congruent ~ 7) .
mod-u-dus \'mi-jo-las\ n. p/ -li \-Ji, -J&\ [NL. fr. L. small Measur,
(1753} 1 =: the factor by which a logarithm of a number 10 one bn.;]
is multiplied to oblain the loganthm of the number to 2 new base

i ABSOLUTE VALUE 2: ¢ (1) : the number (as a positive integer) o
other mathematical entity (as a polynomial) in a congruence that g;
vides the difference of the two congruent members without Iavi“.'

with respegy

thought and esp. to devaluc supernatural-elements, 3¢ modern.artistic
or literary philosophy and praciice: esp : .a sell=conscious break with
the past and a search lor new forms of cxpression — mod-emmeist
\-nist\ n or adj — mod-ern-is-tic \,mi-dar-'nis-tik\ adj .
mod-ern-i-za-tion \umi-dar-no-'zi-shan\ n ({1770) 1: the act of:mod-
emizing : the state of baing moderized . 2 : something modemizéd
: & modernized version A
mod-ern-ize \'mi-dar-.niz\ vb -ized: -iz-ing v (1748) : 10 make mod-
_ern {2s in taste, stylc, or usagel ~~ vi: Lo adopt modern ways — mod-
erniz-er n . c .
modern peotathlon n (ca. 1912) : a composite contest in which_ all
contestants compete in a J00-meter freestyle swim, a 4000-meter cross=
country run. a 5000-meter 30-jump equestrian steeplechase. épée fenc-
ing, and target shooting at 25 meters .
mod-est \'mi-dast\ ad {l. modestus moderate; akin 10 L modus mea-
sure] (1565} 1 =a: placing & moderate cstimate on one's abili
worth b : ndiher bold nor sell-assertive : tending .toward idence
2: arsing from or characteristic of a modest nature 3 : observing the
proprictics of dress and bchavior : DECENT 4 & : limited in size,
amount, or scope b : UNFPRETENTIOUS (a ~ cottage) s¥n sce SHY.
CHASTE — mod-est-ly adv :
mod-esty \'mi-do-sié\ a (1531} 1 : Irecdom from conoeit or ‘vanity
2: propniety in dress, speech, or conduct .
mo-di-cum \'midi-kom also ‘mé-\ n [ME. fr. L. neut of modicus mod-
erate, fr. modus measure] (15¢) : a small portion : a limited quantity
mod-i-fi-ca-tion \,mi-da-{>-kd-shan\ n (1603) 1§ : the limiting of a
siatement : QUALIFICATION 1: 'MODEGa 3 «': the making.of a lim-
ited change in something: also : the result of such a_change |
change in an organism caused by environmenta! factors  4-::a limita-,
tion or lihication of the ing of 2 word by another word, by an
affix. or by internal change . . . L.
mod-i-fi-er \'m'i-d:-.ﬁ(-:%r‘\ n (1583} 1 : one that modifies "2 :'a
word or phrase that makes. specific the mieaning of .aaother word or

phrase 3: a gene that modifies the effect of ';nn(h:r, L
mod-i-fy \'ma-da.f0\'vb -fied; -1y-ing {ME mod{fien. ir. MF maodifier,
Ir. L mod{ficare 10 mecasure, moderate, {r. modus) v {14c) 1: to make
iess extreme : MODERATE 2 a : to limit or restnct the meaning of csp.
in a grammatical construction b : to change (a vowel) by umlaut 3
2 : to make minor changss in b : to make basic ‘or fundamental
changes in often 10 give a new onentation Lo or to scrve a new cnd (the
wing of a bird is an arm modjfied for flying) ~ v to undergo change
SYR scc CHANGE — mod-i-fi.abil-i-ty \mi-d>fi-o-'bi-la-td\ n —
mod-i-fi-uble \'mid>fi->-bal\ adj =~ - .
mo-dil-lion \md-'dil-yan\ n [lt modiglione] (1563) : an oruamental
blgc;’gr bracket under the corona of the cormice (as in the Corinthian
ori ' . . ) .
mod-ish \'mé-dish\ adj (1660) : FASHIONABLE. STYLISH (3 ~ hat) (a'~
writer) — mod-ish-ly adv — mod:ish sn ) .
mo-diste \md-'d&sn\ n (F. Ir. mode style. modc] (ca. 1840) : one ‘who
makes and sells fashionable dresses and hats lor women . .
Mo-dred \'mé-dred\ n: a knight of the Round Table and ncphew of
King Arthur o .
mod-u-la-bil-i-ty \.mi-jo-la-"bi-1>-1&\ n (1928) : the capability of bang
modiilated . .
mod-u-lar \'mi-ja-lor\ adj (1798) 1 : of, relating tq, or based on.a
module or 2 modulus’ 2 : constructed with standardized units or di
mensions for flexibility and variety in use — mod-u-larsi-ty \,mi-jo-
Tar-3-t&\ n — mod-u-lar-y \'mi-j2-l3r-1&\ adv , .
modular arithmetic n (1959) : arithmetic that deals with whole num-
bers where the numbers are replaced by their remainders after division
by a fixed number {in' a’ modular arithmetic with modulus S, 3 mult-
plicd by 4 is 2) o o .
mod-u-lar-ized \'mi-jo-1>-,rizd\ adj (1959) -1 : coniaining or.consist-
ing of modules 2 : produced in the form of modules I .
mod-u-late \'mi-j>-Jit\ vb -lat-ed; -latiing {L modulatus pp. of
modulan to play. sing. [r. modulus small meaasure. rhythm, dim. of
modus measure -— more at METE] v (1615) 1 : to tune to a key or
pitch  2: to adjust to or'keep in proper measure Qr proportion : TEM.
PER 3: (o vary the amplitude, frequency, or phase of (a carricr-wave or
1 light wave} {or the transmission of intelligence {as by radio); also : 1o
vary the velocity of electrons in an electron beam ~ vi 1: to play of
sing with modulation 2 : to pass [rom one musical key into.another
by means of intermediary chords or notes, that have.some relation to
both keys 3 : to pass gradually Irom one state to another — mod-u-
la-tor \-li-tor\ n — mod.u-lg-{o-cy \-1>- 160, -,tor-\ adj
mod-u-la-tion \,mi-j>-"la-shan\ n (1531) 1: a regulating according to
measure Of Proportion : TEMPERING 2 : an inflection of the tone or
‘pitch of the voice; specif : the use of stress or pitch 10 convey meaning
3 : a change from one musical key 10 another by modulating 4: the
process of modulating a carmier or signal (as in radio): also : the result
of this process .
mod-ule \'m&-()jii(aI\ n {L modulus} {ca. 1628) I : a standard or
unit of measurement 2 : the size of some onc part taken as 3 unit of
measure by which the proportions of an architectural composition are

b:a

r der — comparc RESIDUE b -(2) : the number of different num,
bers used in a systam of modular arithmetic 2 : a constant or Cocfl,
cient that expresses usu. aumerically the degree 10 which a body o
substance possesses a particular property (as dasticity)
mo-dus ope-randi \.md-das-ji ran-dé, -di n, pf‘mo-di Operand;
\'md-diE-, ‘mé-4di-\ (NL] (1634) : -a method of procedure
mo-dus vi-ven-di \,md-das-vi-'ven-d¢, - di\ n, p/ mo-di vivendi \'ma.
Aé-, ‘md-di-\ [NL, manner of living) (ca. 1879f 1: a fcasible LUTange.
ment.or pracucal compromisc, esp : one that bypasses difficuities 3
: amanncr of living : a way of life .

Mogen David var of MAGEN DAYID .

mog-gy also mog-gie \'mi-g&\ n pl mog-gies [prob. Ir. Moggy. .
Mog. nickname {r, the name Margarer] (ca. 1911) Brir: Car !

tmo-gul \'m&-()gal\ n (Per Mughul r. Mongolian mongyol Mongol]
(1588) 't or mo-ghul cap : an Indian Mushm of or descended [rog
onc of scveral conquering groups of Mongol, Turkish, and Persian
origin: e 1 GREAT MOGUL 2: a great personage : MAGNATE — mogul
adj, often cap . L

3mo-gul \'mé-gal\ n{G dial.; akin 10.G dial. (Viennese) mugl small hilty
(1959) : a bump in a ski run

mo-hair \'mé-har, - her\ n [modif. of obs. It mocaiarro, Ir. Ar mukha
-yar, lit., choice} (1619): a fabric or yarn made wholly -or in part of Lﬂ:
l}oqn silky hair of the Angona goar: also : this hair
Mo-ham-med-an var of MUHAMMADAN .

Mo-hawk \'m5-hok\ o pl Mohawk or Mohawks. [of Algonquian
origin; akin to Narraganset or Massachuset Mohowawog Mohawk, lir,
cannibal] (1634) I : a member.of an American Indian people of the
Mohawk River valley. New York 2 : the lroquoian language of the
‘Mohawk peoplc 3 : a hairstyle with a narrow center strip of upright
hair and the sides shaved .

Mo-he-gan \m&-"hé-gan. mo-\ or Mo-hi-can \-'hé-kan\ a, pl Mohe
gan or Mohegans or Mohican or Mohicans (1660) : » member of
an Americaa Indian peopic of southeastern Connecticut

Mo-hi-can \m&-"hé-kan, ma-\ var of MAHICAN . .
Mo-ho \'mo-hé\ n [short for Mohorovicic discontinuity. Ir, Andrijs

. Mohorovicif 11936 Yugoslavian geologist) {(1952) : the boundary layer
between the earth’s crust and mantle-whase depth vanes from about )
miles (5 -kilometers) beneath the ocean floor 10 about 25 miles (40 kilo-
meters) beneath the continents -

Mo-hock \'m&-,hik\ n (alter. of Mohawk] (ca. 1712) : onc of a gang of
aristocratic ruffians who assaulied and otherwise maltreated people.in
London strects in the carly 18th century — Mo-hock-ism \-,hi-ki-
zam\-n )

Mo-ho-ro-vi-cic discontinuity
1 MOHO : -
Mohs' scale \'méz-, ‘més-, *mb-saz-\ n [Friedrich Mohs 11839 Ger.
mincralogist} (1879) : a scalc of hardness lor mincrats that ranges from
a value of | for tilc 1o 10 for diamond - o
mo-hur \'m&{-3)r, m>‘hir\ n [(H'mdi smuchr gold coin, sal. fr. Per, {1,
MPer; akin Lo Skt mudrd scal] 11690) : a former gold coin of India and

\m&-ha-'ré-va~chich-\ =& ‘ (1936}

Persia equal to 1S rupess -+ - .

moi-e-ty \'mdi->~t&\ a. pl <ties [ME moitc, fr. MF moité. Ir. LL medie-
sat-, medietax. fr. L medius middle — more at Mi0) (15¢) 1 a: onecol
-two equal parts : HALF b : one of two approximately equal parts 2
2 on¢ of the portions into which something is divided : COMPONENT.
PART 3: onc ol two basic complementary tribal subdivisions

trooil \'mai(a}i\ vb (ME moillen. i{r. MF maillier, fr..(assumed) VL mol-
lare, (¢, L mollis soft — more at MOLUFY) v1.(15¢)-chiefly dial : 10
make wet or dirty ~ v 1: towork hard : DRUDGE -2 : .10 be in con-
tinuous agitation : CHURN.SWIRL— moil-er n . [

*mail n (1612} 1: hard work : .DRUDGERY 1: CONFUSION.TURMOIL -

moil-ing \'moi-lig\ adj (1603) 1 a: requinng hard. work b INDUS-
TRIOUS (~ workers) 2; violently agitated : YURBULENT -— moil-ing-
ty \-]&\ adv .. ' .

Moi-rai \'moi-, i\ n pi [Gk, Ic. pl. of moira lot, alc: akin to Gk meros

part — morc at MERIT] : FATES < .

moire \'moi(-a)r, 'mar, *mwar\ n (F, {r. E mohair) (1660) archaic : a

watered' mohair Lo .
moi-ré \moé-"ri, mwi-\'or moire \same or 'mé&i(-ok, ‘mor, ‘mwir\ n {F
moiré; fr. moiré like moire, Ir. moire] (1818) ‘1 x: an irregular wavy
finish on 2 fabric b : a rippic pattern on a stamp 2 : a fabric having
2 wavy watered appearance 3 @ an-independent usu. shimmesing pat-
1erm scen ‘when two geometrically regular patterns (as two sets of paral-
lel fines or two halftone screens) are superimposed esp. al an acute
angic — moiré or moire adj ' . N - .
motst \'moist\ adj [ME moiste, {r. MF, perh. fr. {assumed) VL mus-
cidus, alier. of L mucidus slimy, fr. mucus nasal ‘mucus) (14c) 1
: slightly or moderaiely wet : DAMP 2: TEARFUL 3: characterized by
high humidity syn sec wET — moistly adv — motist-ness \'mais(t)-
noas\ n - ..
rooisten \'moi-s’n\ vb moist-ened: moist-en-ing \'mois-niy, ‘mdi-
s”0-ig\ v (1580} : to make moist ~ vi: 10 become moist — moist-en-
ver \'mais:nar, ‘moi-s’n-ar\ n .
mois-ture \'mdischsr, 'moish-\ n [ME. modif. of MF moistaw, fr.
moiste] (14c) : liquid diffused or condensed in relalively small quantity



