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Amorite e amphora 39

. . [Heb £méri) (1535) : a member of one of vaa- class (Amphibia) of cold-blooded vertebrates (as frogs, toads, or sala-
e\ n-m:-.n‘l,\ L h Mesopotamia, Syria, and Palestine during manders) iptermediate in many characters between fishcs and reptiles
tic peoples ",’:".‘C_ Amorite adj and having gilled aquatic larvae and air-breathing adults 2 : an air-
d 2d '“'“""".‘m_ns\ adj [ME. ir. MF. ir. ML amorosus, Ir. L plane designed to take off from and land on cither land or water —

v” \t-m?-zz- (o tove) (|4¢§ 1 : strongly moved by love and amphibian adj .

e ove, 1. "2... L0 ey 2 being in love : ENAMORED — usu, am-phib-i-ous \am-fi-bé-3s\ adj [Gk amphibios. bt living a double
@-ﬂlﬂ‘“’l bv: of the girl) 3 @ indicative of love (received ~ life. {r. amphi- + bios mode of life — more at QUICK]} (1643) 1 : com-
used with "/f’d ariner b of or relating to love (an ~ novel) — bining two characteristics 2 a: relating Lo or adapied for both land

from ad,p_ AM-0-rous-ness n and water (~ vehicies) b : caecuted by coordinated action of land,
y\;—’mér-hs\ adj [Gk amorphos. ir. a- + morphé lorm]{ca. sea, and air forces organized for invasion; also : trained or organized
. having no definite form : SHAPELESS {an ~ cloud mass) for such action (~ forces) 3 : ablc to live both on land and in water
wthout definite character of naturc : UNCLASSIFIABLE {an ~ (~ plants) — am-phib-i-ous-ly odv — am-phib-i-ous.ness n
of society) € Jacking organization of unity (an ~ style) 2 am-phi-bole \'am(p}-fa-,b3I\ n {F. fr. LL amphibolus. tr. Gk amphibol
t 0o real o¢ apparent crystalline form : UNCRYSTALUZED (an ~ iguous. Ir. amphiballein 1o throw round. doubt, fr. amphi- + bal-
§__ amor-phous-ly adv — amor-phous-ness n lein 10 throw — more at DEVIL) (ca. 1823} 1: HORNBLENDE 2: any of
N \o-'mort\ adj [short for all-a-mort. by folk etymology fr. MFala a group of complex silicate minerals with like crystal structures that
Mo The death) 1590} archaic : bang at the point of death contain cal d ma i and iron ions of 2
(mor e 2a-tion \a-mor-t-'zh-shan also >-amor-\ n (ca 1859) 11 the combination of them
':l";pmcd;ofunoﬂiﬂn; 2 : the result of amortizing i am-phib-o-lite \am-fi-ba-fit\ n (1833) : a usu. metamorphic rock
iz \'a-mar- iz also >-'mor-\ v -tized; -tiz-ing {ME amortisen SNy e 1 hibol

Y
v alienate in mortmain, modif. of MF amortiss-, stem of amor- am-phi-bolo-gy \.am(p)-b:'bi-l:-jé\ n, pl -gies (ME amphibologi
am-o! ) in, -phi ogie, [r.
4.‘3"?(::\““':‘&) VL admortire 0 deaden, Ir. L ad- + mort-, mors LL amphibologia, alter. of L amphibolia, ir. Gk,( fr. amphibolos} (14¢)

— MURDER] (1882) 1: to provide for the gradual extin- . H hrase {as “nothing i p b )
¢ dﬁ&mm\"ﬁ«"«.’s‘. mor_(g}g:) usu. by contribution to s sinking fund at bl: :?‘m?r?l:;npon: inluvr:ud:;:“ is good enough for you™) suscepti
the e ol o s> ( the payment 2: to amoruize an ckpendl:  amphibo-ly \am-i-b2-Ie\ n pl-Hies [LL amphibolia} (e 1568): axk
ture for (= nian - - “thz- \-ti- pHiBOLOGY
o-bal\ adj am-phi-brach \‘am(p)-{>-brak\ n [L amphibrachys ir. Gk. lit., short at

. ‘A : brew prophet of the 8th cen- hi- brach — .

Amos \"3-mas\ n [Heb. Amés) 1: a He ! the ° both ends. fr. amphi- + brachys short — more at BRIEF) (1589) : a
lury 8.C. 23 a prophetic book of canonical Jewish and Christian Serip- metrical foot consisting of a long syllable between two short syllables
ture — see BIBLE table in quantitative verse or of a stressed syllable between two unstressed

am-o-site \'a-ma-sit. - Zit\ n [Amosa (ir. Asbestos Mines of South Al- ables in accentual verse (romantic 1 al ~) — am-phi-
ﬁz‘),+ tite] (ca- 1918) : an iron-rich amphibole that is a vanety of :))::ch-eisc'{..a:n(p)-f;'br‘}-‘l:iki ndian ic s :n » ‘[G ) m-phi
asbestos . am-phic-ty-o-ny \am-'fik-1¢&-2-0é\ n pl -nies % amphikiyonia}
1amount \o-‘mavnt\ vi [ME, fr. MF amonier. fr. amont upward, {r. a- (1835) : an association of neighboring states in ancient Greeee to de-

(Ir. L od-) + mont mountsin — more at MOUNT] (l4c} 1 a: to be
" equivalent {acts that ~ (o treason) b : 1o reach in kind or quality
{wants her son 10 ~ 10 something) (doesn't ~ to much) 2: 1o reach
s total : add up (the bill ~s 1o $10) )
1amount n(1710) 1 a3 the lotal number or quantity : AGGREGATE b
. the quantity at hand or under consideration (has an cnormous ~ of
encrgy) 21 the whole effect, significance, or import 3 : a principal
sum and the interest on §t

fend a common religious center; broadly : an association of neighbor-
ing ulualgr their common interest — am-phic-ty-on-ic A )aro- fik-
1&-"a-nik\ adj

am-phi-dip-loid \am{p)-fi-"di-pléid\ n (1930) : an inlerspecific hybnd
having a complete diploid chromosome set irom each parent form —
called also allotetraploid — amphidiploid adj — am-phi-dip-loi-dy
\-ploi-dE\ 1

A . er \am-'fi \a[L hi rus. fr. Gk amphimak-
usage Number is regularly used with count nouns (a large number of ros lit. long at both ends. fr. amphi- + *makros Jong — more at MEA-
mlsllkﬂ'f:“ga::‘:f" of times) r"'.'"!‘.."s'"‘;""' is mainly used w“ol; Ger]) (1589} : a metrical foot consisting of a short syllable between two
x;:’ey") The use of amount with count nouns has been frequently long syllables in quantitative verse or of an unstressed syllable between
ritiazed:; it usu. occurs when the number of things is thought of as a two stressed syllables ‘)"'.‘?‘:‘E"‘““ "“'“l("‘“'_"}"‘w is an accentual ~)
mass or collection {glad to furnish any armouat of biack pebbles — am-phi-mix-is \am(p)-fi-'mik-sas\ n, p/ -mix-es \-s82\ (NL, Ir. am-
New Yorker) (2 subsiantial amoun: of film offers —Lily Tomlin) or f’h('{,;f,,g,‘:,':,";‘:,.'?;.';"{:‘,;ﬁ{;.,";ﬁ;{:;;;ﬁ;" — more at mix] (1893)
;'lh‘:bfnoney is involved (a substantial amount of loans —E. R. Aonphicon \am-fi-sn\ n (L. fr. Gk dmphidn) : a musician of Greck

amour \a-'mar, 3-, a-\ n [ME. love, alfection, fr. MF, {r. OProv amor. mythology who buitds the walls of Thebes by charming the stones into
fr. L. fr. amare 1o love] (14c) : a usu. illicit love affair; also: LOVER place ‘_"‘lh his Jyre e .
amour Pro-pre \,a-,mur-'propr’, Ji-. -'propr’\ a [F amour-propre. lit., am-phi-ox-us \am(p}-#&-ak-sas\ a pl -0xi \-;s\ or ~ox-us-es [NL, fr.
jove of onesel(] (1775) : SELF-ESTEEM amphi. + Gk oxys sharp] (1847) : any of a genus (Branchiostoma) of
amox-i-cil-lin \3-,mak-sé-'si-lan\ n [amino + ox- + penicillin) (1973) Iancelets; broadly : LANCELET . . . .
. a semisynthetic penicillin C ¢H sN,0;S derived Irom ampicithin lm'P!‘l'P“h"C \am{p)-fo-'pa-thik\ adj [amphi- + -pathic {(as in em-
amox-y-cil-lin Brit var of AMOXIQLLIN pathic)] (1945} : AMPHIPHILIC . .
Amoy \s-moi. a-. 3-\ n (1904) : the dialect of Chinese spoken 10 and am-ph--rh:l--c \*fi-lik\ adj {195Q) : of, relating to. or bang a com-
near Amoy in southeastern China pound (as a surfactant) consisting of molecules haviag a polar waters
amp \'amp\ n [by shortcning) (1962) : AMPUFRIER; als0 : 2 unit consist- soluble group attached 10 2 water-insoluble bydrocarbon chain; also
ing of an clectronic amplifier and » Joudspeaker : being a molecule of such a compound — am-phi-phile \'am(p)-f>-
AMP \i-em-'pé\ n Eudcnosme monogphosphate] (1951) : a2 mononu- Jivn o . ) . i
cleotide of adenine CoH\NsOH;PO, that was orig, isolated from am-phi-ploid \'am(p)-fi-piord\ adj (1945) of an imerspecific hybrid
mammalian muscle and is reversibly convertible to ADP and ATP in . having al least one complete dl_plong set of chromosomes derived
metabolic reactions ~ called aiso adenosine monophosphate, adenylic from each parent species — amphiploid n — am-phi-ploi-dy \-,ploi-
acid: compare CYCLIC AMP a8\ n X . .
am-per-age \'am-pla-)nij, -pir-ij\ n (1893) : the strength of & cursent of am-phi-pod \-.gid\ n {ultim. fr. Gk amphi- + pod-. pous {oot — more
electricity expressed in amperes at FooT] (1835) : any of a_large order (Amphipoda) of small crusta-

am-pere \'am-,pir also -,per\ nsAndré-Mane Ampere) (1881) 1 the ceans {(as the beach flea) with a laterally compressed body — amphi-
practical meter-kilogram-second unit of electric current that is equiva- pod adj .
lent to a flow of one coulomb per second or Lo the steady current pro- am-phi-pro-style \am{p)-fi-'pré-stil\ adj (L amphiprosiylos. fe. Gk Ir.

duced by one volt applied across a resistance of one ohm 2: the base amphi- + prostylos having pitlars in front, [r. pro- + stylos pillar —
unit of electric current in the International System of Units that is mare at STEER] (VIBSO) : having columns al each end only {an ~ build-
equal 10 3 constant current which when maintained in two straight ing) — amphiprostyle n

paratlel conductiors of infinite length and negligible circular sections am-phis-bae.na \am(p)-fas-"bé-na\ n (L. fr. Gk amphisbaina. fr. am-
one meter apart in a vacuum produces between the condhictors a force phis on both sides (ir. amphi around) + bainein 1o waik, go — more at
equal 10 2 X 10-7 newton per meter of length BY. COME] (14<) : 2 serpent in classical mythology having a head at cach
ampere—hour n (1885) : 3 unit quantity of electricity equal to the end and capable of moving i either direction — am-phis-bae-nic
Quantity carricd past any point of a circuit in one hour by a steady \-nik\ adj

current of one ampere am-phi-the-ater \'am{(p}-{>-thé->-1r also 'am-pa-.thé-\ a {L amphi-
ampere—turn n (1884) : the meter-kilogram-second unit of magneto- theatrum. ic. Gk amphitheatron, {r. amphi- + theatron theater] (ka 1
motive force equal to the magnetomotive force around a path that links . an oval or circular building with rising tiers of seats ranged aboul an
with one turn of wire carcying an clectric current of one ampese open space and used in ancient Rome esp. for contests and spectacies
am.per-o-metoric \,am-pir->-'me-trik\ adj [ampere + -o- + -metric] 2 a: a very large suditofum b : a room with a gallery from which
(1940) : relating to or being a chemical titration in which the measure- doctors and students may obscrve surgical operations ¢ : 2 fising
ment of the electric current flowing under an applied potential between gallery in 3 modem theater 4 : a MNat or gently sloping arca sur-
two electrodes in a solution is used for delectin% the end point rounded by abrupt slopes 3 : a place of public games or contests -
am-per-sand \'am-par-,sand\ n [alter. of and &) per se and, liL, (the am.phi-the-at.ric \am(p)-{>-thé-'a-trik also am-pa-thé-\ or am-phi-
character) & by stself (is the word) and] (1835) : a character typically the-at-ri-cal \-tn.kal\ adj — am.phi-the-at-ri-cal-ly \-tn-k(>-N&
& standing for the word and ady
am-phet-amine \am-‘fe-t>-,mén, -man\ n [ISV alpha + methyl + Am-phit-ry-on \am-'fi-tré-an\ n [Gk Amphitryon} : the husband of
phen- + ethyl + amine] (1938) : a racemic compound CyH ;N or one Alcmene

of its derivatives (as dextroamphetamine or methamphetamine) fire- am-pho-ra \"am(p)-{a-ra\ n, pl -rae \-r€, -\ or -ras [L, modif. of Gk
quentiy abused as a stimulant of the central nervous system but used amphoreus. amphiphoreus, fr. amphi- + phoreus bearer, fr. pherein 10
chinically esp. as the sulfate or hydrochloride salt Lo Lreat hyperactive bear — more at BEAR] (14c) 1 : an ancient Greek jar or vase with a
children and the symptoms of narcolepsy and as a short-term appetite large oval body. narrow cylindrical neck. and 1wo handies that rise

suppressant in dieting
amphi- or amph- prefix [ amphi- around. on both sides. fr. Gk am-

phi-, amph-, ir. amphi — more at AMBI.] : on both sides of both kinds \2\ abut \N kitten. F lable \ar\ further \a\ ash \a\ acc \3\ mep, mar
: both (amphibrach) Camphidiplod) o\ out \ch\chin \e\bet \é&\ eas A\ AiVhit A\ iee  \j\ job
am-phib-ia \am-'Hi-b&-a\ n p/ {1607) : AMPHIBIANS \ad out N N LN N .J )

am-phib-i-an \-bé-an\ n {ulum_ {r. Gk amphibion amphibious being, ir A0\ sing \G\ go \G\law \0i\ boy \th\ thin \Lh\ the \ii\ loot \u\ foot

neut. of amphibios] (1835) 1 : an amphibious organism; esp : any ol a \y\ yet \zh\vision \a, k. " . & we, & "\ see Guide to Pronunciation
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Ji-o-pe-gic \bi-bie-apeik. pé-\ adj — bib-li-op-e-gist \.bi-
‘pib-li-o-PE

e \i-blé-a- ! F, ir. bibli- + -phile) (1824) : a lover of
\'b‘—biheli;c‘{;l\ l’:m!mn. also : a collector — bib-lio-

GP&";::-'(._I,H adj — bib-li-oph-i-lism \-7a-(3-Ji-zam\ n —
fopb1y, A0t T p0i\ or biboli-op-o-list \bi-blé-ti-pa-lisi\ n (L

booksclier, fr. Gk bibliopélés. fr_ bibli- + pélein 1o sell) (1775)
. esp. In rare OF cunous books R N
dealr L bi-blé-2-"thé-ka\ n. pl ~cas or -cae \-.s¢, - k&\ (L. {r. Gk
ﬂb-uo'tb&c[’ bibli- + 1héke case, akin 10 Gk tithenai 1o put. place ~—
“ ’L‘f,‘; (’a 1824} 1: a collection of books 2: a list of books —
worc &t al \-'thé-kal\ odj )
roa-py \,bi-blé-a-"ther-o-p&\ n {1919} : the use of reading
ubl':.i:ltefor help in solving personal problems or for psychiatne ther-
mal

. _bié-"a-uks\ a pl bul sing in consir [bibli- + Tufic +
"0;;5“ \;:.c ‘::f.dy of h:ndcnling. documents, snd writing mateni-
for defermining genuinencss or authorship — bib-li-ot-ic
— bib-li-o-tist \'bi-bié-a>-tist\ n A
us \'bi-bya-ias\ adj [L bibulus, [r. bibere 10 drink — more at
1(1675) 1 highly absorbent 2 a: fond of alcoholic bever-
s of, rclating to, or marked by the consumption of alcoholic
s — bib-u-lous-ly adv — bib-u-lous-ness »
be'tﬂmler_.' \()bi-kam-ral, -ka-ma-\ adj ['bi- + LL cumers chamber
bk:.on at chamuEr] (1856) : having, consisting ol, or based on two
:p‘g.u'vg chambers (a ~ legistatur® — bi.cam-er-al-ism \-ra-ji-

zm\ n .
carb Kkirb. 'bi-\ # (1922} ¢ SODIUM BICARBONATE
::.nr.b;(;n)-:le ﬂ.)biﬁkir-b:-.nil. -na\ n [ISV] (1819) : an acid car-

blarll;mllc of soda (ca. 1887) : SODIUM BICARBONATE

bi<cen-te-na-ry \bi-(}sen-"te-na-r&, (Ibi-‘sen-1’n-,er-¢, \bi-()sen-'té-n>-
re\n (1B72) : BICENTENNIAL — bicentenary adj )
bi-cen-ten-ni-al \bi-(Isen-‘te-n€-al\ n (1883) : a 200th anniversary or
its celebration — bicentennial odj . )
blceps \'bi-scps\ n, pl biceps also bi-ceps.es [NL bicipii-, biceps, {r.
L. two-hcaded, {r. bi- + capit-, caput head — more at HEAD] (1650) : a
muscle having iwo heads: as _a: the large lexor muscle of the front of
the upper arm b the large Mexor muscle of the back of the upper leg
biceps bra-chii \."bri-ké-i. -k&,&\ a [NL. lit., biceps of the amm] {ca.

1860) : BICEPSa .

biceps fe-mo-ris \-Me-ma-ras\ n [NL, lit. biceps of the femur) {(ca.
1860) : $ICEFSb . . -

blchlo-ride of mercury \()Ibi-kI6c-id-. -kldr-\ [ISV] (1810} : mMEeR-
CURIC CHLORIDE

bi-chon f[ri-se \bé-shéIre-'zi\ n. pl bi<chons (ri-ses \.shd*-fré.
*2a(z)\ [modil. of F bichon & poil frisé curly-haired lapdog} (1966) : any
of a breed of small sturdy dogs of Mediterrancan origin having a thick
wavy white coat

bi-chro-mate \()bi-krd-mat, "bi-krd-\ n (1836) : a dichromate esp. of
sodium or potassium — bi-chro.mat-ed \-mi-tad\ adj

bi-chrome \'bi-krdm\ adj {1924} : two-colored

bi-cip-i-tal \bi-'si-pa-t’1\ adj (1646} : of, relating Lo, or being a biceps
hick-er \"bi-kar\ n [ME biker] (14c) 1 : petulant quarreling ¢ ALTER-
CATION 2: a sound of or as if of bickenng ~

thicker vi bick-ered; bick-er-ing \'bi-k{a-)nig\ (15¢) 1: to engage in
a petuiant or petty quarrel 2 a: 10 move with 3 rapidly repeated
noisc (a ~ing stream) b: QUIVER. FLICKER — bick.er-er \-ka-rar\ n
bi-coast-al \()bi-’kds-tal\ odj (1972} : of or relating to or living or
working on both the East and West coasts of the U.S.

bicot-ored \'bi-k3-ixrd\ or bi-col-or \-lar\ adj [L bicolor. Ir. bi- +
color} {ca. 184]) : \wo-colored — bicolor n

bi-com-po-nent \()bi-kam-'pd-nant, -kim-, -’kim-,\ adj (1962) : being
a fliber made of 1wo polymers having slightly difierent physical proper-
ties s0 that the fiber has a permanent crimp and {abrics made from w
havenherent bulk and stretchability

bi-con.cave \(Jbi-(,)kan-kav, an-\ adj (1833) : concave on both
sides — bicon-cav-i-ty \,bi-()ka -va-tE\ n

bi-con-di-tion-al \ bi-kan-"dish-nal, -'di-sha-\ n (1940) ; a rsclation
between two propositions that is-truc only when both propositions are

. simultaneously truc or false

bicon-vex \,bi-{Jkan-'veks, {,)bi-*kan-\ odj LISV] {ca. 1852) : convex
on both sides — bi-cun-vex-i-ty \,bi-kan-‘vek-sa-t&, -(Jkan-\ n
bi-corae \'bi-korn\ n [F, fr, L bicornis two-horned, Ir. bi- + cornu
horn — more 21 HORN) {1936} : COCKED HAT2

bi-cul-tur-al \(,}bi-kafchar-al\ adj (1940} : of. relating 1o, of including
two distinct cultures {(~ education) — bi-cul-tur-al-ism \-a-,li-zam\ n
‘bi-cus-pid \(,Ibi-’kas-pad\ adj {NL bicuspid-, bicusprs. Ir. bi- + L cus-

’C'd cuspis point] (ca. 1839) : having or ending in two points {(~ tecth)
bicuspid n (1852) : a human premolar tooth — see 1001 H illustration

bicuspid valve n(ca. 1903} : a cardiac valve consisting of two 1riangu-
lar flaps which allow only unidirectsonal blood flow from the feft
anum 10 the venincle — called aiso rnitraf valve

‘bi-cywcle \'bi-si-kal. ~si- also -,5i-\ n [F, [r. bi- + -cycle (as in tricycle)]
(1868) : a vehicle with 1wo wheels tandem, a steering handie, 2 saddle
seal, and pedals by which 1t 15 propelied; also @ a stationary exercise
machine that resembles such a vehicle

bicycle v bi-cy-cled: bi-cy-cling \-k(3-}ij\ (1869} : 10 ride a bicycle
= bi-cy-cler \-klaor\ n — bi-cy-clist \-khist\ n

bicy.clic \(,)bi-'si-klik, -'si-\ adj [ISV] {ca_ 1909) 1 : consisting of or
arranged in two cycles 2 : containtng two usu. fused nngs i the
siructure of the molecule

'hid \’bid\ vb bade \'bad. *bad\ or bid; bid-den \'bi-d'n\ vr bid alse
bade; bid-ding [parily fr. ME bidden, fr. OE biddan; akin to OHG
bitten 10 entreat, and perh. 10 Skt bddhare he presses; partly fe. ME
beden to offer. command. fr. OE béodan. akin to OHG biotan to ofler,
Gk pyathanesthai to examine, Skt bodhi enlightenment} vi (bef. 12¢} 1t
2 0bs: BESEECH. ENTREAT b : toissue an order 10: TELL ¢: 10 request
to come : INVITE 2: to give expression to (bade a 1earful farewell) 3
% OFFER — usu. used in the phrase o bid defiance b past and past part
bid (1): 10 offer (a price) whether for payment or acceptance (2}: to
make a bid of or in (2 suif at cards) ~ v : ta make a bid  syn see
COMMAND — bid-der n — bid fair : (o seenilikely
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tbid n(1788) I 3 : the act of one who bids b : a statement of what
one will give or take for something; esp: an offer of a price ¢ : some-
thing ofiered as 8 bid 2 : an opportunity to bid 3 : INVITATION 4 a
: an announcement ol what 3 cardplayer propuses to undertake b
: the amount of such a bid ¢ : a biddable badge hand > an at-
tempt or effort to win. achieve. or attract (a ~ for reelection): *
bid-da.ble \'bi-da-bal\ ad/ (ca 1768} 1 : casily led, taught, or con-
trolled : DOCILE 2: capabie of being bid — bid-da-bil-i-ty \ bi-d>-"o-
12-18\ n — bid-da.bly \'bi-da-bl&\ udv

tbid-dy \bi-dé\ n. pl biddies [perh. imit.j (1601) : HEN laialse : 2
young chicken .

biddy n. pl biddies (dim. of the name Bridger} {ca 1861) 1" a hired
girl or cleaning woman 2 : WOMAN, e3p : an elderly woman — usu.
usecd disparagingly

bide \'bid\ vb bode \'bid\ or bid-ed; bided: bid-ing [ME. fr. OE
bidan: akin 10 OHG bitan 10 wail, L fidere 10 trust. Gk peithesthai 1o
belicve] ve (bed. 12¢) 1 past wusu bided : 10 wait for «— used chielly in
the phrase bide one'’s time 2 archoaic 3 WITHSTAND (two men,, . . might
~ the winter sscorm —W. C. Bryant) 3 chiefly dial : to Pt up with
: TOLERATE ~~ v 1: 10 continue in a state or condition ,%: to wait
awhile : TARRY :3: 10 continue i a place : 3OJOURN — bid-er n

bi-det \bi-'da\ n [F, small horse. bidet, fr. MF, fr. bider 10 Irot} {1766)
< a bathroom fixture used esp. for bathing Lhe external gmija}s and the
posterior parts of the body f

bidi-a-lec-tal-ism \bi-di->-Tek-1"l-j-zom\ n (1958) : faciljty in using
two dialects of the same language; also : the teaching of Standard En-
glish to pupils who normally use a d dialect — bi-di-a-lec-

tal adj

bi-di-rec-tion-al \,bi-da-"rek-shnal, -di-, -sha-n"\ adj (1928) : involv-
ing, moving. or taking plate in two usu. oprosi(e directiohs’ (~ flow)
{~ replication of DNA) — bi-di-rec-tivn-ally adv Bl

bi-don-ville \,bé-,dg*-'v&(a\ n [F, Ir. bidon metal can or dhiim + ville
aity] (1952) : a settlement of jercy-built dwellings on the outskins of a
city {as in France or No. Alrica) =

bid up vt (1B64) : o raise the price of (as property at ailQlion) by a
succession of offers .
Bic-der-mei-er \'bi-dar-.mi-a)r\ adj(alter Gottlieb Biedetfieier, satisi-
cal oame for an uniaspired Ger. bourgeois] (1905) : of a style of unos-
tentatipus furniture and interior decoration popular esp. with the mid-
dle class in carly 19th century Germany i

bi-en-ni-al \(bi-’e-né-al\ adj (1562) 1: occurring every 1wo years 2
: continuing. or lasting for two years: specif : growing’ vegetatively
during the first year and Iruitin d dying during the second usage
see Bi- — biennial # — bi-en-ni-aldy \.2-l&\ odv ‘

bi i \bi-‘e-né-am\ n, pl -ni or -nia \-né-a\ [L, b bi- +
annus year — more at ANNUAL)(1899) : a period of two yaAls

bier \'bir\ n [ME bere, r. OE biFr; akin 0 OE beran 10 carty =~ more at
8EAR] (bef. 12¢) 1 archoic: a [ramework for carrying 2: asiand on
which a corpse or coffin is placed; also : a coffin (ogether with its stand

bi-face \'bi-fas\ n (1934) : a bifacial stone tool

bi-fa-cial \()bi-Ti-shal\ adj (ca. 1847) : having oppositc Hdes or Iaces
worked on t0 [unn an edge [or cutting or scraping — bi-{#-cihl-ly adv

biff \'bif\ n [prob. imit.) (ca. 1B89): wrACK, BLOW — biff %

bi-fid \'bi-,N4, -[ad\ adj {L bifidux fr. bi- + -fidus -fid} })lﬂﬁl) : divided

into two equal lobes or paris by a median cleft {a ~ lea

i (bi-fi-lor\ adj (ISV bi- + L filum thread — miore at FILE]

avolving two threads or wires (~ suspension”of s pendu-
lum) 2: involving a single thrcad or wire doubled back @pon itself (s
~ cesistor) — bi-fi-lar-ly odv A

bi-fla-gel-iate \(oi-fla-ja-tat, a1, -Ma-"je-1at\ ad; (1856) 3

flagella (~ gametes) Pl
1bi-fo-cal \'bi-f5-kal\ adj [ISV} (1888} 1: having twu focd! Yéngths 2
: having one part that corrects for near vision and one for distant vi-
sion {a ~ eyeglass iens) i

ifocal n (1899) 1 pl: eycglasses with bifocal lenses 2 : a bilocal
glass or fens e

bi-func-tion-al \()bi-Tag(k)-shnal. -sha-n’1\ adj (1936)°? having (wo
functions; esp : DIFUNCITONAL i

bi-fur-cate \'bi-(Mac-kit, bi-far-\ vb -cat-ed; -cat-ing (ML bifur-
catus, pp. of bifurcare, fr. L bifurcus two-pronged. [r. bi-' ¥ furca fork}
vt (16135) : 10 cause 10 divide into two branches or parts ~ vi: to
divide in1o two branches or parts — bi-fur-cate \(Jb¥hrkat, - kit;
*bi-{,)ar- k31\ odj .

bi-fur-ca-tion \,bi-(Mar-ki-shon\ n (1615} 1 a: the peift at which
bifurcating occurs b: BRANCH 2: the act of bifurcating : the state of
being bifurcated 5

tbig \'big\ adj big-ger; big-gest {ME. perli. of Scand n; akin to
Norw dial. bugge important man}{14c) 3 aobs: of great strength b
: of great force (a ~ storm) 2 a: large or great in diménsions, buik,
or extent (a ~ house); also : large or greal in quantity. number, of
amount (a ~ fleet) b : operating on a large scale (~ government) ¢
: CAPITALT 3 a: PREGNANT.esp: nearly ready to give Birth b: full
1o bursting : SWELLING (~ with rage) ¢ of the wice : full’and resonant
4 a: CHIEF. PREEMINENT (the ~ issuc of the campaign) b : outstand.
ingly worthy or able {a truly ~ man) ¢ : of great importance or sig-
nificance (the ~ moment) d : IMPOUSING. PKETENTIOUS: also : marked
by or given to boasting {~ talk) e : MAGNANIMOUS. GENEROUS (was ~
about ity § : POPULAR (soft drinks are very ~ in Mexico —Russ
Leadabrand) 6 : {ul)-bodied and flavorful — used ¢f y&nc — big-ly
adv ~— big-ness n — big on : strongly favoring or lﬂiins,alm: noted
for (she is big on blushing —Arnald Hano) n

thig adv{1807) 1: in ajoud or declamatory manner, al, n a boast-
ing mauner {(talk ~) 2 a: 10 a large amount or extcal {won ~) {lost
~) b: on alarge scale (think ~) (worry ~) 3: RD ¢hits her
forehand ~) .

3big n (1965} : an individual or organization of outstanding imporiance
Of pOwer; esp: MAJOR LEAGUE — usu. used in pl. {playing in the ~5)

\a\ abul \\ kitten, F table \ar\ further \a\ ash \a\ ace \i\ mop. mas
\ad\out \ch\chin \c\bet \& easy \g\go \i\hil \Vice \j\job
AD\ sing \O\ go \O\law \an\ boy \th\thin \th\the \i\doot \i\ loot
\Y\ yet \zh\vision \i, k " . & &, @& '\ see Guide 'QDPLmnuncnuion
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748 modern e moisture

just now. fr. modus measure — more at METE} (1585) 1 a: of. relat-
g Lo, or characteristic of the present or the immediate past ;: CONTEM.
PORARY b: of, relating to. or charactenistic of 2 period extending irom
a relevant remote past 10 the present time 2 : involving recent lech-
niques, methods. or idcas : UP-TO-DATE 3 cap : of. relating to. or hav-
ing the characieristics of the preseat or most recent period - of develop-
ment of 3 language 4 : of or relating 1o modernism : MODERNIST —
mo-der-ni-ty \ma-‘dar-na-1&, ma- also -‘der-\ n — mod-ern-ly \'mi-
darn+é\ adv — mod-ern-ness \-dorn-n3s\ n

imodern n (1585) 1 a: a person of modern imes or views b : an
adherent of modernism : MODERNIST 1: a style of printing type distin-
guished by regulanty of shape, precise curves, straight hairdine serifs,
and heavy downstrokes

mo-derne \mo-‘dera. ma-\ n. often cap (F, modern} (1955) : ART D&ECO

Modern Hebrew n (1949} : NEw HEBREW

mod-ern-i-sa-tion, mad-ern-ise Brit var of MODERNIZATION, MODERN.

12
mod-ernism \'mi-dar-ni-zam\ n (1737) 1 : & practice, usage. of

reguiated 3 a: any in 2 senes of standardized units for use

as (1) : a unit of furniture or architecture (2} : an edum(.cl,:i?b'fi
which covers 3 single subject or topic b : a usu. packaged luney;, “"‘§
assembly of electronic components for use with other such ast tonal

4 : an indcpendently-operabic unit that is a part of the total s‘::g"‘
of a space vehicle 5 & : a subset of an additive group that j5 u;:"
group under add b : a math ical set that is a com, 3

MUt

group under addition and that is closed voder multiplication which i

distributive from the leht or right or both by elements of a NNg and {
which a(bx) = (ab)x or (xbJa = x(ba) or both where a and b ar d:(
ments of the ring and x belongs 1o the set g
mod-u-to \'mi-j>- I3\ prep [NL, abl. of modulus) (1897): with respecy
to a modulus o,(|9 and 54 are congruent ~ 7 .
mod-u-dus \'mi-ja-las\ n. pf -li \- i, -J&\ [NL. fr. L. small
(1753) 1 =: the factor by which a loganthm of a number 1o
is multiplied to obtain the logarithm of the number to 2 new base |
: ABSOLUTE VALUE 2 ¢ (1) : the number (as a positive integer} o
ather mathematical entity (as a polynomial} in a congruence tha ;.
vides ﬂ}e difference of the two congruent members without leaving ,

McAsyre)

one bage

expression peculiar to modern times 2 often cap : a tendency in-theol-
date traditional -religi hing 10

ogy to ary
thought and esp. to devalue supernatural elements 3': modern artistic
or literary philosophy and practice; esp : .a self-conscious break with
the past and a search for new forms of expression — mod-ern-ist
\-nist\ n or adj — mod-ern-is-tic \.mi-dar-‘nis-tik\.adj
mod-era-i-za-tion \mi-dar-n>-‘zi-shan\ n (1770) 1 : the act of-mod-
emizing : the state of being modernized 2 : something modermized
: a modermized version -
mod-ern-ize \'ma-dar-.niz\ vb -ized: -iz-ing vi (1748) : to make mod-
ern (as in taste. style. or usage) ~ vi: 1o adopt modern ways — mod-
ern-iz.er n S
modern peatathlon n {ca. 1912) : a composite contest in which ali
contestants compete in 3 J0O-meter freestyle swim, a 4000-meter crosss
country run. a 5000-meter 30-jump equestrian steeplechase. épée fenc-
ing, and target shooting at 25 meters .
od-est \'mi-dost\ adj {1, d moderate; akin 1o L modus mea-
sure] (1565) 1 a: placing a moderate estimate on one's sbilities or
worth b : acither bold nor self-assertive : tending toward diffidence
2: anising from or characteristic of a modest nature 3 : observing the
proprietics of dress and behavior : DECENT 4 & : limited in size.
amount, or s5cope b : UNPRETENTIOUS (a ~ coltage) sS¥YA scc SHY.
CHASTE - mod-est.ly adv
mod-es-ty \'mi-da-sté\ a (1531) | : freedom from conceil or :vanity
2: propriety in dress, speech, or conduct
mo-di~cum \'mi-di-kam also ‘md-\ a {ME. fr. L. neut. of modicus mod-
erate, fr. modus measure] (15¢) : a small portion : a limited quantity
mod-i-fi-ca-tioa \.mi-d>-{>-ki-shan\ n (1603} 1 : the limiting of a
statement : QUALIACATION 2: 'MODEGa 3 a: the making.of 2 lim-
ited change in something’ also : the result of such a change b : a

change in sn_organism caused by enviroamenuwl factors. 4 ::a limita-’

tion or qualification of the meaning of a word by another word, by an
affix. or by internal change . . .
mod-i-fi-er \'mi-ds- (i~ 3{\ n (1583) I : onc that modifies "2 : a2
word or phrase that makes specific the meaning of another word or
phrase 3 : a gene that modifies the effect of anather -
mod-i-fy \'mi-da-f\ vb -fied; -fy.ing [ME mod{fien, fr. MF modifier,
fr. L modificare to measure, moderate, fr. modus] v (14c) 1: 10 make
fess extreme : MODERATE 2 a: to limit or restnct the meaning of esp.
in a grammatical construction b : to change {3 vowel) by umlaut 3
a : to make minor changes in b : to make basic or fundamental
changes in often 10 give a new onentation to or to serve a new end (the
wing of a bird is an arm modified for flying) ~ vi: to undergo change
syn see CHANGE — mod-i-fi-abil-i-ty \mi-da-fi->-'bi-lo-te\ n —
mod-i-fi.-able \'mi-da-fi-3-bal\ adj
mo-dillion \md-‘dil-yan\ n [li modiglione] (1563) : an ornamental
block or bracket under the corona of the comnice (as in the Corinthian

order}

mod-ish \'md-dish\ adj (1660) : FASHIONABLE STYUISH {a ~ hat) (' ~
writer) —— d-ish.ly adv — d-ish n

mo-diste \md-"dést\ n [F, fr. mode style. mode) {ca. 1840) : one who
makes and sells fashionable dresses and hats for women .
Moa-dred \'mé-dred\ n : a knight of the Round Table and ncphew of
King Arthur i

mod-u-la-bil-i-ty \,mi-j>-15-"bi-12-1&\ n (1928) : thec capability of being
modulated X

mod-u-lar \'mi-ja-lar\ adj (1798) 1 : of, relating to, or based on a
module or a modulus’ 2 : constructed with standardized units or di

(] : arithmetic that deals with whole num-
bers where the bers are replaced by their « inders after divisi
by a fixed number {in a modular arithmetic with modulus 5, 3 multi-
plied by 4is 2) . .
mod-ular-ized \'mi-ja~1>-rizd\ adj (1959) "1 : containing or consist-
ing of modules 2: produced in the form of modules -
mod-u-late \'mi-j>-Jit\ vb -lat-ed: -lating [L modulas pp. of
modulani to play. sing. fr. modulus small measure. rhythm, dim. of
modus ‘measure -—— more at METE] v (1615} 13 to tune t0 a key or
pitch_ 2: to adjust to or keep in proper measure or proportion : TEM.
PER J3: to vary the amplitude, frequency, or phase of (a carrier-wave or
a light wave) for the transmission of intelligence (as by radio); also : to
vary the velocity of electrons in an electroa beam ~ vi 1: to play or
sing with modulation. 2 : to pass from one musical key into another
by means of intermediary chords oc notes. that have-some relation to
both keys 3 : to pass gradually from onc state to another — mod-u-
{a-tor \- li-tar\ n — mod-u-1a-to-ry \-13-,15r-&. -1or-\ adj .
mod-u-la-tion \;mi-j>-"ti-shon\ n (1531) 1: a regulating according to
mexsure Or Proportion : TEMPERING 2 : an inflection of the tonc or
pitch of the voice; specif : the use of stress or pitch 1o convey meaning
3 : a change from one musica! key ‘Lo another by modulating 4 : the
process of modulating a cammier or signal (as in radio); also : the result
of this process .
mod-ule \'mi-()ji(aM\ n (L modulus) (ca. 1628) 1 : a standard or
unit of measurement 2 : the size of some one part taken as a3 unit of
measure by which the proportions of an architectural composition ace

r parc RESIDUE b {2) : the number of differen; fum.

bers used in a system of modular arithmetic 2 : a constant or coeff.
cient that expresses usu. numerically the degree 10 which a body o
substance possesses & particular property (as dlasticity)

mo-dus operan-di \md-dss-,i-pa-'ran-dé, -dN\ n, pl mo-di operand;
\'md-dé-, ‘md-di-\ (NL} {16, a method of procedure
mo-dus vi-ven-di \.md-das-vi-'ven-dé, -dN\ n, fl mo-di vivendi \'ms.
i-, ‘md-di-\ [NL, manner of living) (ca. 1879) 1: a feasible arrange.
ment.-or practical compromise; esp : one that bypasses difficulties 1
: a manner of living : a way of life
Mogen David var of MAGEN DAVID
mog-gy also mog-gie \'mi-g&\ ~ pl mog-gies ‘gpmb‘ fr. Moggy. (/
Mog. nicknamec fr. the name Mm-garer}(u. 1911) Brit: car )
tmo-gul \'m3-()gal\ n [Per Mughul ir. Mongolian mongyol Mongot)
(1588) 1 or mo-ghul cop : an lndian Muslim of or descended from
one of several conquering groups of Mongol, Turkish, and Persian
ofigin; esp: GREATMOGUL 2: 8 great personage : MAGNATE — mogul
adj, often cap

Imo-gul \'m&-gal\ n {G dial.; akin 1o G dia). (Viennese) mugl smali hill)
(1959) : a bump in a ski run

mo-hair \'mé-har. - her\ n[modif. of obs. It mocaiarro, fr. Ar mukha,
-par, lit.. choice} (1619): a fabric or yarn made wholly -or in part of “:

long silky hair of the Angora goat: also : this hair

Mo-ham-med-an var of MUHAMMADAN

Mo-hawk \'md-hok\ n pl Mohawk or Mohawks.[of Algonquian
origin; akin to Narsr or M h Moh g Mohawk, lic,
cannibal] (1634) 1: a member. of an American Indian people of the
Mohawk River valley. New York 2: the lroquoian language of the
‘Mohawk poople 3 : a hairstyle with a narcow center strip of upright
hair and the sides shaved

Mo-he-w \md-*hé-gan. ma-\ or Mo-hi-can \-*hé-kan\ a, pi Mohe
ean or Mohegans or Mohican or Mohicans (1660) : a member of
an American Indian people of southeastern Connecticut

Mo-hi-can \m&-"hé-kan, ma-\ var of MAHICAN - .

Mo-ho \'mo-hé\ nr [short lor Mohorovicic discontinuity. ft. Andrij
Mohorovicié 11936 Yugoslavian geologist] (1952) : the boundary layer
between the earth’s crust and mantle whose depth vanies from about 3
miles (5-kilometers) beneath the ocean floor 1o about 25 miles (40 kilo-
meters) beneath the continents

Mo-hock \'md-,hik\ n (alter. of Mokawk] (ca. 1712} ;: one of a gang of
aristocratic ruffians who assaulted and otherwise maltreated people.in
London streets in the early I8th century — Mo-hockeism \-hi-ki-
zam\n :

Mo-ho-ro-vicic discoatinuity \.mé-ha'ré-va~chich-\ n (1936
! MOHO :

Mohs' scale \'maz-, ‘més-, ‘mé-saz-\ n [Friedrich Mohs 11839 Ger.
mineralogist] (1879) : a scale of hardness for minerals that ranges from
2 value of | for talc 1o 10 for diamond - -

mo-hur \'md&(-3)r, m>‘hir\ n ?ﬁndi muhr gold coin, seal, {r. Per. fi,
MPer; akin to Skt mudrd scal}{1690) : a former gold cown of India and
Persiz equal 10 15 rupees - . e

moi-e-ty \'moi-a-18\ a, pl -ties [ME moite. fr. MF moité. fr. LL medie-
1at-, medietas. fr. L medius middie — more at M0} (15c} 1 a: oncof
two equal parts : HALF b : one of two approximately oqual parts 1
: one of the portions into which something is divided : COMPONENT.
PART 3: onc of two basic complementary tnbal subdivisions

moil \'moi(a)\ vb (ME iller. fr. MF itlier, fr..C d} YL mol-
hare. fr. L mollis soft — more at MOLUFY} vt .{15¢c)-chigfly dial : 10
make wet or dirty ~ vi 1: towork hard : DRUDGE -2 : o be in con-
1iNUOUS AEItation : -CHURN. SWIRL — moil-er n

moil n (1612) 1: hard work : .DRUDGERY 2: CONFUSION. TURMOIL

moil-ing \'moi-lig\ adj (1603) 1 a: requining hard. work bt INDUS
TRIOUs (~ workers) 2: violently agitated : TURBULENT -— moil-ing-
Iy \-lé\ adv -

Moi-rai \'méi-,ri\ n pl {Gk, fc. pl. of moira lot, fate; akin to Gk meros
part — morc at MERIT]: FATE4 - S

moire \'moi(-a). ‘mor, ‘mwiar\ n [F. Ir. E. mohair} (1660) archaic : a
watered mohair ) . C .

moi-ré \mo-"ri. mwi-\ or moire \same or ‘méi(-a), ‘mor, ‘mwir\ a (F
moiré; fr. moiré like moire, ir. moire] (1818) I a: an irregular wavy
finish on a fabric b : a ripple patiern on a stamp 2 ;" a fabric having
3 wavy watered 3 : an independent usu. shi ing pat-
tern seen ‘when two geometrically reguiar patterns (as two sets of paral-
le} lines or two halfione screens) are superimposed esp. at an acute
angie — moiré or moire adj * .

meolst \'moist\ adj [ME moiste, fr. MF, perh. [r. {assumed) VL mus-
cidus, alter. of L mucidus slimy, fr. mucws nasal mucus) (l_4€) 1
.+ slightly or moderately wet: DAMP 2 TEARFUL 3 : chanacterized by
high humidity syn sec wET — moist-ly adv — moist-aess \'mois(t}-
nas\ n . L.

moist-en \'mdi-s’n\ vb moist-ened: moist-en-ing \'mois-piy, ‘moi-
s°p-ig\ vf {1580) : 1o make moist ~ vi: to become moist — moist-en-

-er \'mais-nar, ‘moi-s’n-ar\ n

mois-ture \'moischar, 'méish-\ n [ME. modil. of MF moistour, fr.
moiste] (14c) ¢ liquid diffused or condensed in refatively small quantity




