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Words that are believed 10 be registered trademarks
have been checked with authoritalive sources. No in-
vestigation has been made of common-law trademark
rights in any word, because such investigation 15 im-
praciicable. Words that are known to have current
registrations are shown with an initial capital and are
aiso identified as trademarks, The inclusion of any
word in this Dictionary is not, howewer, an expres.
sion of the Publisher's opinian as to whether or notit
is subject to proprietary rights. Indeed. 5o definition
in this Dictionary is (o be regarded as affecting the
validity of any trademark.

Copyright © 1982, 1985, 1991 by Houghton Miffin
Company. Al rights reserved,

No part of this work may be reproduced or transmitied
in any form or by any means, clectronic or mechani-
cal, inchuding photocopying and recording, or by any
information storage or retrieval system without the
prior written permussion of Houghton Miffin Comr-
pany unless such copying is expressly permitied by
federal copyright law. Address inquiries 1o Permis-
sions, Houghton Miffiin Company, 2 Park Street, Bos-
won, MA 92108,

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data
Main entry under titie:
American Heritage dicnonary.

Rev. ed of: American Heritage dictionary of the
English language. New coliege ed. ¢1976.

i, English language—Dictionanies. 1. Morns.
am, 913~
PE1615.AS4 1982 423 829345
ISBN 0-395-32943-4
ISBN 0-395-32944-7 {thumb indexy
ISBN 0-395.33959-6 {deluxe editon)
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chanism

esigni. Siginfivance siresses meaning bayond immedisie
nprehension (undarlymg o iong-range meamng)l besides
reeprion, it imphes evalusuen. in contrast, sigaficution
epigiton apply W sccepted or esiablishec meunis £
directly conveved. fmport xise periaing 1w ostensible mean-
ng. F!s/}?cn &pphies ¢ bread undersuwading. ofter of an
extensive subject
mean: mg~?ul iméning-{3ly adf Having meaning. luncuon
of purpese. significant wwmeaning-tuily o, —meaning:
ubness g
meanting-iess Oné'ning iisy edf Having ne meaning or sige
nificance: senseless. ——mean'ingslessdy adv. —mean‘ing:
lessrness
mearrly (minie} agv. in a poor. mean, or base manner
rreanrness (men'nis) o 3. The state of being inferior
quality, characier, or value: commonness. 2. Selfishness;
stinginess. 3. A spueful or walicious act
mean solar day 2. The penod of ume between two sucoes-
sive transis of the mean sun: the standard for the 24-hour
day. measured from midnight 10 mudnight,
mean square n. The arithmetic mean of the squares of a set
of numbers.
mean sun 2 A hypoihetical sun defined as moviag st 3
uniform rate along 1be celesiial equator so that it compieies
its orbit in the same period as the apparent sun vsed '
compuuing the mean solar day
meant {meniy » Past tense and past pariciple of meant,
mearrtime (mén’dm’} 2. The lime between one oocurrende
and another: interval. —adv. During 2 pcrmd of intervening
tme; meanwhile: “Meaniime, et wonder seem fumilr
(Shakespeare).

Usage: Meanume serves principaily as a noun: /a ihe
meaniine we wailed In expressing the same sense as a single
d(f\CfD meanwdiile 15 morTe commaon nan meantime. Meon-
while we watted.

mean tme n Time medsured with reference io the mean
sun, gving equal 24-hour days throughout the year
mean-whiie (mén'hwit, wsl Yo The intervening ume.
—wadv. 1, During of in the intervening time: Meunwhile. life
goes on 2 At mc samie ume The cowrt (s deliberaning. e
while, we st de patient. —See Usage note ai meantime.
~eaarsles iméwalz) n fused with a sing. verbi 1. 8. An scute
ontagious virws disease, usually oucurring i childhood and
Aarac u:wcd by the eruption of red spots. b. Any of several
iscasgs displaving simdlar bot milder symptoms. esp. G
an measles. 2.0 A disease of cattie and swine, caus
wpeworm larvae. 30 A plant disease. usuaily ¢
g, and prodUcing minuie Spols on icaves amd siems.
AE maseles, pl. of masel, measites-spot, of MLG ong.|
2arsly (mdz’lE) ad. -siicer, -shiest. 1. Infected or spoited
wth measles: measted. 2, Sleng. Contempiibly smalll mes-
Lt @ meash Hp.
rgseurable (mézh'or-a-bolt ad, 1. Ablke to be measured,
2, Of distinguished importance: significant. ¢ measurable
gure in Gierawere, 3. MoU SO great 45 10 escape ol measure
ot compurison. moderate, —rmeas urabilitty 1. —measur
by adv
meas-ure (méch’or) 4 1. The dimensions, quantly, or <a-
pacity of something as asceriained by measuring Leagih
area, \Cf&-ﬂ‘?la’ and asy are D&’M‘ Hreasures u/»'ilﬂ&'(ﬂéh proper
2. A reference siandard or samiple wsed for the guanue
tabve companisan of properties: The standard kilogram 15
mintgned a5 @ measure of muss. 3. A unit spearfied by a
caie. as an inch, or by varable conditions. @z a day's
roh. 4. A system of measuramenl. 85 the meirg svsiem
A device, 45 a marked tape or @ gradusted comaner
3 for ¢ g 6. An act of measurement. 7. An evg
sis of comparison; “ihe final measure of the wortir
Icsepn Wood Krutch) 8 The extent or degree
8. A fiuting ammn & measure of recoga 3
10. A lrruted ameunt or degreer @ wem?
¢ ke 11, Limit bku,x,: a generass
measuey V2 Approprigie restraing ’()G(.Cw:n()h erincng
mere !3 Often measures. An L>ca: iucn s EY 'nv
IjHTGIE U
Poetic ’T‘Cl"i’

i
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o7 the provess of haing measured 2. 4 system of
sneaswremens o autes 30 The dimension. quanue
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measuring wormt a4 A geameind caterpillar the
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meat-ball (méy’ BN 1A sl balf of ground
ously combined and cocked 2. Sleng A stupd
dull person.

meatless (mavlis) a1, i acking meat or food
relating 10 2 Line when meat s 0ot o be

v,

meat toal # A mounded
graund heel ¢ g vom
enis.

meat

& passag
Slatl

meaaty
meai. b, Having &
containing meat
food fer thought
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