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J anual'Y 20.

Your movie may come to you
over the phone and ‘compressed’

By Valerie Remnnn
Inquingr Bgif -
So you want lo waitch the lnlest
Rambo movie but the video store has
Fa waiting list 10,000 deep?

One day, you may be able to burn
your video-store membership cards
and simply order any movie you
went and have it transmitted across

phone lines, cable wire or satellite, .

and land in a receiver in your home,
Once there, the movie would be
stored until you got around to watch-
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ing 1. And then It would self-de-
struct.

This “viden-!ibrary-un—demand"
may sound far-fetched and Muturistic,
but some experts say it's plausible,
particularly with the advent of tech-
nology patented by lore Technol-
ogy Inc, a small start-up company in
Scottsdale, Ari:'.

Explore got a U, patent in October
on ity technology that “compresses”
video so that it can be trapsmitted
from one location to ancther in one

quick “borst” of digitized informa-
tion that doesn't tie up phone lines
indefinitely.

Before, video could only be trans-
mined in “real time" ~- meaning
that a two-hour movie would take
two hours to transmit.

Explore says its technology re.
duces transmission time on hugh-co-

' pacity phone ifnes by a factor of 480

— enough 1o allow 2 two-bour movie
to be transmitted in L5 seconds. The
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coullﬂ be phoned -
right to your den

, [rom
quallly of whal 5 racejved a1 the
othsr end would be slighily higher
than apes sald 12 video stores, says
Richard Lang, Exglore's president.

“Any tme there 1s delivery of pro-
gramming, wheiber 15 business to
bunipess, ar jibrary 1o ¢eongummer, of
satellite ... 10 receiver, there's an
opportznity ko do {1 more costeffes-
itvely." Lang safd.

“[ thirk {f's viable,” mld Stephen
Voraa, o alectncal engineer at ke

Insiiute {or Telecommunicatiton Sci-,

ences, an agency ol the US Com-
merce Department. Bot 1t will be a
while beinra it takes off, he said.

“My feeling . thix is new, and It
may change 1he way video signals
are transmitted. but It won chahge
1t overnught,” Voran safd.

For example, he said, 1o make the
mast of Explore’s lechnology zught
tequira large invesiments in meth.
ods of transmitung the signala, mch
as fiber-optzc telephone hines.

“You can drive 55 mph, in three
boursor 100 m.p b and get there in
1.85 hours, "bul you weal gut your
car and ge1 a speeding bicket,” Voran
said. “So there’s a tradeoff”

Andy Lippmen, essocime dirsctor
of tho Media Laboratory st Massachu-
satts losutute of Technology, apreed
with Voran 1hat heavy investmenls
might be pasded before Explore's
1echnalogy conld become widaly
available 10 homey.

“{r’s like wping 10 squeere a river
through a straw. You've got 1w da
sumeihing 1o make the river smaller

| or tbe siraw bigger,” Lippman smd,

Scott Pool, director of sttatefic a8
sessment at Southwesiern Bell, 1he
regional phone company based 1 SL
Laius, sad he was mpressed with
Explore's tschnotogy and {18 poteti-
1al, He g thet video could be
iransmitied dver ardinary copper
phooe lines with excellent resulte.

*“The copper Iwiresl in our homes
could be condinoned in relatively
inexpensive wayr It wouldn't in-
volve teplscing them ... thar's whit
exciles me abaut ihe technnlogy.”
Pool sald

“They have sn absolutz break.

‘through i coinpression lechnel-

ogy," he sud. “If 1hat technology can
ba packaged , . If you can taket and
download it fn 10 seconds, men,
ihere bas tr be a pony In o1l that
plle”

While the videoondemand con-
cept hns & long way to go belere 1
becomes reatity, the transmission ea-
pabiliry has immediate spplhcallons
Television broadcasters cautd beam
prugrams to affijiates via satellite in
seeonds. Businesses coald send vast
wmoonts of wnformatan tn Qwer
busigesses. .

But he largest market, the con-
sumer, 15 sull 81 beast 8 few years

Before, a tio-hour video
could be transmitted by
phone in twa hours.
Explore Technology Inc.
hos found a way to do it
in 15 seconds.

wway. Before movies coald be or-
derod on demand, saveral enuities
would have 10 cooperate.

Movie makers or distributors
would bava to provide the movies for
sameone 1o establish a video Mbrary.
The movies would hava to be con-
verted 1o dipital form snd stored;
perbaps on computer discs or tapes,
Tranzmittipn compantes — enher
sutellte, gablgtelevision of phomn
companies — would have 10 be re-

crusted to s2ad n;mu requested by .
An

2 wopld
have to meke the mechanism thet
would ettzble homes to recesve and
store the video.

Explore bina developed a prototype
of & recmiver, To preveny “pirecy” of
mavies, therecetver would be se1 up
50 the video can be played only anca
and could not be copied,

After i\ demonstraed ha sysiem at
the Consnmer Eleztronies Shaw this
monih 10 [y Vegas, Nov., Explore
said 11 got 400 inquines from poten-
tia] pariners fn its quest to bring
stich 2 sysi#m 10 market.

"We accompllsbed owr goal of
bringing everybedy 1o the table”
Lang said “We're now establishing
discutinons with mejor companies 1o
hepes of fioding the tight combina-
tons To bring It to markel”

Poot said Southweslern Bl is can.
sidersng geineg iavolved in the proj-
eet. Telephone companies ecauld
sarve as tranymitters, he saad. Under
exusting court prohibitions thet keep
phone companies oyt of the business
of providing informatian services,
he sald, the compeny probably could
noy cperale & video Library. .

Lang said the cost of videobyde-
mand 10 copramers would depend on
how it exds tp 1o the home, If the
phone companiesor cable companies
are used [or transmitiing the video,
B suid, monthly {ees might be abont
the same a¢ cabie companies charge
for movie services.

*The sdvantege 1o the consumar i3
yan don't have to wat 1o walsh some-
ttung, ot g io the videa SI0Te and See
1het & new relzase 15 ot of S10ek,” he
syt “Movies will never be out of
sioek” !
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