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The President’s News Conference
December 18, 2005

The President. Welcome Please be seat-
ed Thanks.

Last night T addressed the Nation about
our strategy for victory in Irug and the his-
torie elections that took plave in the country
lust week In a pation that once lived by the
whirns of a brutal dictatos, the Imqi(—{aeople
now enjoy constitutionally protected free-
doms, and their leaders now derive their
powers from the consent of the governed.
Millions of Iragis are looking forward to a
future with hape and aptimism.

The Yragi people still face many chal-
lenges This is the Brst thme the Fragis are
{orming 1 Government under their new Con-
stitution  The Iraqi Constitution requires a
two-thirds vete of the Parliament [or cerlain
lep officials, so the formation of the new
Covernment will tnke time as Tragis work to
build consensus And once the new Iragi
Government assumes office, Iraq's new lead-
evs will face muny fmportant decisions on
issues such as security and reconstruction,
economic reform, and national unity The
worle ahead will require the patience of the
Iragi peaple and the patience and support
of America and our coalition partners.

As T suid Iast night, this clection does not
meun the end of violence, but it is the begin-
ning of sumething new, a constitutional de-
mocracy al the heart of the Middle East And
we will keep working toward our goal of a
demacratic Iraq that can govern itsolf, sustain
itself, and defend itself

Our mission in lraq is eritieal to victory
in the global war oa terror, After our conntry
was nltacked on September the 1lth and
nearly 3,000 lives were logt, I vowed to do
everything within my power to bring justice
to those who were responsible. Talsa piledged
o the American people o do everything
within my power to prevent this from hap-
pening again What we quickly learned was
that Al Quida was not a conventional enemy.
Some lived in our cities and communities and
communicated from here in America to plot
and plan with bin Laden's licutenants in Af-
ghanistan, Paldstan, and elsewhere. Then
they boarded aur airplanes and launched the

worst attack on our country in our Nation's
history

This new threat required uy to think and
act dilferently And as the 911 Commission
pointed out, to prevent this from happening
again, we need to connect the dots before
the enemy attacks. not after And we need
to recognize that dealing with Al Quida is
not simply a mattor of law enforcement; it
requires defending the country aguinst an
enemy that declared war against the United
States of America

As President and Commander in Chief, 1
have the constitutional responsibility and the
vanstitutional authority to protect our coun-
try. Article IT of the Constitution gives me
that responsibifity snd the nuthorily nec-
essary to fulfill it And after September the
11th, the United States Congress also grant-
ed me additional authority o use military
foree against Al Qaida,

After September the 1ith, one question
my administration had to answer was how,
using the authorities 1 huve, how do we effec-
tively detect enermies hiding in our midst und
prevent them [rom striking us again? We
know that a 2-minute phone conversation be-
tween somebody linked to Al Quida here and
an operative overseas conld lead directly to
the loss of thousands of lives To save Amer-
ican lives, we must be able lo act fast and
to detect these conversations so we can pre-
vent new attacks.

So, consistent with U 8. law and the Con-
stitution, 1 authorized the interception of
international communications of people with
known inks to Al Qaida and related terrorist
organizations This program is carefully re-
viewed apglroximaie‘)y every 458 days to en-
sure it is being used properly. Leaders in the
United States Congress have heen briefed
more than a dozen times on this program.
And it has been effeciive in disrupting the
enemy while safeguarding our civil liberties.

This program has targeted those with
known links to Al Qaida I've reauthorized
this program more then 30 times singe the

Sentember the 11th sttacks and T intend to
do so for so_long as our Nation js—for sp

long us the Nation faces the continning threat

of ag enemy that wants to kill American cijti-

LTS,

Doc. 1 Att. 95

Exhibit D to Goldberg

Declaration

Dockets.Justia.com


http://dockets.justia.com/docket/california/candce/3:2007cv00109/187994/
http://docs.justia.com/cases/federal/district-courts/california/candce/3:2007cv00109/187994/1/95.html
http://dockets.justia.com/

Admindstration of George W. Bush, 2005 / Dec 18

I suid the other doy that a mistake was
trying to train a civilian defense force and
an Irngi Army at the same time but not giving
the civilinn defense force enough training
and tools necessary to be nble to battle a
group of thugs and killers And so we ad-
justed

And the point T'in lrying lo make to the
American people in this, as you said. candid
dialog—1 hoepe I've been candid all along,
but in the candid dialog-—is to sey, we're con-
stantly changing our tactics to meel the
changing (acties ol an enemy. And that's im-
poriant for vur citizens to understand

Thank you, Kelly [Kelly Wullace, Cable
News Nebwork]

Open Dialog on Wiretaps

Q Thark you, Mr President. If you be-
liave thal present law needs to be faster,

mare agile, concerning the surveillnce of

conversations from someone in the United
States Lo somewhere outside the countrye—

The President. Rigit

Q. -——why. in the 4 years since 8/11. hay
your administiation not sought to get
changes in the law instead of bypassing it,
as some of your eritics have said?

The President. No, 1 appreciate that
First, 1 want to make clear to the people lis-
tening that this program is limited in nature
ter those that are known Al Quida ties and/
or affilistes That's tmportant. So it's 8 pro-
gram that’s limited, and you brought up
something that I want to stress, and that is,
is_that these calls we not intercepted within
he countrv. The nisicle the coul-

s tointhe ige versa, So in other
words, this is not a—if you're calling from
Houston to L A | that call is not monitored
And if there was ever any need te monitor,
there would be a process to do that.

1 think P've got the authority o move for-
ward, Kelly I mean, this is what it's—and
the Attomey General was out briefing this
marning and I-about why it's legal to make
the decisions I'm maling 1 can (l:ﬂly under-
stand why Members of Congress are express-
ing converns about civil iberties. | know that.
And it's—] share the same concerns. T want
to make sure the Ameriesn people under-
stand. however, that we huve an obligation
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to protect you, and we're doing that and, at
the sume time. protecting vour civil libertics

Secondly, an open debate about law wonld
say to the enemy, “Here’s what we're going
to do.” And this is wn enemy which adjusts.
We monitor this program carefully. We have
consulted with Members of the Congress
over a dozen times. We are constantly re-
viewing the program. Those of us who review
the prograum have a duty to uphold the laws
of the United States, and we take thot duty
very seriously

Let’s see here—Martha [Martha Raddare,
ABC News}—working my way around the
glectronic media, here.

Domestic Wirelapy

. Thank you. Mi President. You say you
have an obligation 1o protect us. Then why
not monitor those calls between Flouston and
LA ? ¥ the threat is so great, and you wse
the same logic, why not mobitor those calls?
Americans thought they weren’t being spied
on in calls overseas—why not within the
country, if the threat is so great?

The President. We will, under current
law, if we have to. We will monitor those
calls And thal's why there is a FISA law.
We will apply for the right to do so And
thore’s & difference-let me finish—there is
a difference between detecting, so we can
prevent, and monitoring. And #'s important
to know the distinction between the two,

Q. Butl preventing is one thing, and you
seid the FISA laws essentinfly don't work be-
cause of the speed in monitoring calls over-
seas

The President. 1 said we use the FISA
courts to monitor calls. It's a very Important
tool, and we do use it. T just wand ko make
sure we've got all tools at our disposal This
is an enemy which is quick, and it's lethal.
And sumetimes we have to move very, very
quickly. But if there is a need based upon
evidence. we will toke that evidence to a
court in order to be able to monitor calls
within the United States.

Who haven't I called on, let's see here.
Suzanne [Suzanne Malveany, Csble News
Netwaorld.



