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ot Giene Upshaw carned induction into-the Pro Foolhalt Hall of Func by playing guafd for fhe ()ak!and Rmdgrs Nuw ‘
SR he's ntthe cenler pmmnn ol a v ip the sport's must prestigions Emlumlv

ELETR Thirteen 1all of Famers interviewed by The Observer upms»ud umucm thut the NFL and the Jennne pluyu‘s s
4 ciation, headed by Upshaw, don’t do enongh to help Tormer players. especially pmm:nls uf the gamc sulfering’eni
health and financial difficulties.

*1's the deep, dack secret nobody wanis o tatk abont,” said Howic Long, o [ormer Raiders d’cfcn;iye lineman wha'y 5
now a studio analyst Tor Fox SpDrIS .

e e i 3 g s

Long, Joe Montuna, John Llway Ronnie Lot Marcys Allten. Joe DeLamiellcore, Randy White and LeaconJones "
were among e Hall of Faners who expressed varying dsgrees of dissmisfaction with the NFL» pesision a,nd healtheare .
penefits. They said they were speaking on behalf of all retirees, not just themschves. . '

"When l'went to the Hull of Tame in 2000 and was inducted, it was a travesty theikind of carnige 1 suw out of l‘hf‘xﬁ"“ R
suys whis wert isihicin 508 and 605, who lad defined and-in many ways laid the i:sund‘umn for the NFL being what it ;sl : !
today,” Long said, : T ;

“Many pfithem-eould harely rub-awo nickels wgetherty get fo Canton. Many of the i:uhtdnt affordao have ﬂu.ir
knee replacet) or had fallen through whalever imaginacy: net there is fronvan wmmmlcst'mdpmml Not enoughas bc..mg, 5
done.” :

Long said it's the duat responsihility of the Jeague and the players assueiuation 10 ﬁ;x;h_e pfm‘b{em.
- Other Halb of Famers say they feel neglected and abandoned by Upshaw. ' 7
"We figuse ull We have to do s go 1 my man,” suid former Bahimore Colts running imt.k Lenny Maore. “He's l]-;ci'
head of the NFL Players Association. He's:the guy who wught 1o pry the door open for us.” | ; i
Said-ex-Houston Oilers dt‘trn sive eud Elvin Bethea: " The union dncsn t carcaboul us. You re a forgarten ehild.”,

Upshaw said bz does care aud is proud of pension improvements made under his leadership, such as more than tri-
pling monthly pension paymems w retirees who played before 1959, He also'said those benclisare now protected by
law, but previously were not.

“For these guys io say what they get is peanats, they're being ungratelul,” said Upshnw noting that currem players -
agreed 10 fund ‘higher paymenis o lh\.n predeeessors,

Upshaw und NUL spokesman Greg Alello said the league pays out nuﬂriy $5 m‘i]iiun per mmllh inretirement bene- : Ea
fits, including 81 million in disability * : S ;
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Upshaw, 60, whe has been execative diecctor of the NILPA sings 1987, said he atzmth by hlswﬂord and re;ems the
suggestion he's supposed to be the retirees’ reproseniative.

*The bottorm line Is [ don't work lor them.” he said. “They don't hite me and they can’t fire me. They can c'dnf;a{a}n
about me all day tong. They can have their opinien. Bul the active players have the vore. That's who pays my safary.

“They (rerirecs) say they don’t have anybudy in the (bareaining) soom. Well, tiey don't and they never will. 1 the
only one in that room. They're nol in the bargaining unit. They dor't even hive a vole,”

Munsun, who quarterbacked the 49ers to Tour Super Bowl titles, said he has nothing against Upshaw personally,
hut belicves the NFLPA needs new leadership. )

“The NFLi$ the worst represented Teague, on the players’ side, in pro spoeis.” Muntana said.

) +

Regrel of wking early pensiun

The NFL1s a gargantuan business and markefing snceess. 11 is esticnated 10 fmake more thun $24 billion vver the
next gight years from its network, cable and satellite TV connacis.

The average NFL franchise is wirth nearly $819 million, according 10 & September report in Forbes mugazine:

“temn values are skyrocketing. The Caroling Punthers cost uvncr Jerry Richardson $209 million when he was
awarded an expansion tranchise in 1993, Forbes esiimated the 1eam's cugrent worth s $878 midlion. ;

Long said it wouldn't take: much out of the “big pic” 10 uddress retirees’ financial needs, but he acknowledged zels
ting the cotlers open wouldn't be casy.

Said Elway, who led the Denver Braneos to tivo Super Bowl ritles: There is pleaty of money. All of it should not
20 1o the players of loday. We need Lo take care of the pieneers who came hefore us and madé it possible for us w make
all the money we do today,”

For former players like Joe Perry, 78, even a few extra dollars would help, Perry, who was the first running back in
NFL history to vush for 1,000 yurds in consecutive seasons, said bis monthly pension paymeot is $ 1,640 and that-lic and
wife Donna need much of it 1o pay for health insurance,

"We pay semething like $300 (o 5350 a momh just Tor pills,” Doana Perry said.

Perry was one of the pre-1939 players whose pension benefits inreased dramatically over the past 13 years. How-
ever, he's not impressed.

"I'hey do absolutély z¢ro as far as I'm concerned,” he said.

Former Clevelaod Browns running back Leroy Kelly said be is sufftring the consequences of taking his pensiun
earty ar age 45 instead of wuiling until 53.

Kelly, now 63, said be was receiving about $800 a wmoath Jor bis 10 seasons in the league, but that bis benefit fell 1o
$112 when he started drawing Social Sceunity payments,

"There are abowt 40 of the (Flall of Fame) puys. mayhe more, who signed up for the carly pension,” Kelly said. "Ti's
really terrible.”

Upshaw said former players used 10 have an option  sel o higher initial suin in exchange for the Social Security
nftser, but that it has been closed for their protection,

Ex-Bills and Browns guard Joe Delamiclewe, 54, wok lus pension early becauge of a fanuly financial crisis. He
suid he receives $992 per month as a F3-year veleran, but would have goten $2,200 monthty 1 he hed waited uatil next
year,

"Some guys can't afford 1o wait wntl they're 53, said Pebamicleure, who lives i Charloue. "1 really want this
point v be made: {1 this were asteuggling lRague, we shouldn’t be compunsated, but s not o struggling feague.

“Football is a great game. but it's a bud business Tov lormer players.”
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