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| MEMORANDUM

. To: NFLPA Retiredd Player Members
- From: Gene Upshaw
| Date: Janvary 20, 2006 :
* RE:The Truth Abowr Retiree Benefits

Muel bas been made of my receat comiients 1o the Cherlotic Observer. Thess comments

wyere made in response to several retired pluyors® eritivism of ¢ and the N’FLP& Wh:ln
my résponse was net meant to. be offensive, | stwd by what 1 smd ¢

HREe

Eike any other Jabor wnion, we represent only active players, Asaretired piaynr, you are-

not a.union-member and we do not bave a Jegal obligation o represent You: chzvcr, it
* 1§ important 1o communicate the significant progress we have made oh your behalf over -

the last twenty years. We made this progress because we, the union and the active playcrs it 5

. who are our: mcmbcrs, wanted to'do 50,

_ The attached illustration offers o detailed explanation of both pension and disability
‘benefit improvements sipce 1982, The following bulletpoints representiners b:gh!zghts of

~ what the NFLPA has accomplislied on yout heh&lf

S s Guarsnteed pensions, inchiding for pre-59ers. One of the most u-npmsnvc 1mpmwmems

sh * csme in 2002, when active players voied to give up $1 10 million in current compensation in order
ta incronse pension benofits for ofhers, essentially doubling the pension benefitador many players.
The plan is now paying nur close 935 million a month to 1etirces and their beusficlaries,

o Digability, mcluding tnactive and degenerative. There have been drumatie increases in Sugh
payments. For example, the amus! payout for:a total & pesmanént degencrative disability went
from only $9000 per apnum in 1992 to its current Tovel of $110,00¢ péramum.

+ Playerg Assistance 'l'ru&t, funded by active players. In 2005 alone, we vae paid our $1.2.
- anillion in flnds to formerplayers nneed (.6, medical care, medication, relocation, morgage.
- woats, awrisk expenceg), Over the'lifs of thix fund the FAT has pad. out almost $4 million:in-
responae to retired players’ requests for help. .

+ Severnnce. Players are now eliginle to recaive stveranceafior anly two crediled seasons. An
especially lncrative bencfit, over 518 miltion is now paid out in seveeance paymenisto players
cach year,

» [Extended Lealth care benefits, Veswd players now have n:ommumgmedical and dental
toviusge Lur up 1 five years after they leave the playing fi (‘cid

v Rcﬁmd Players Bepm-fment With five full-time staff members, this department serves as
an invaluable résource (n refired playars.

Since | have been the Executive Director of the NFLPA, this union has shown a
continued and passionate concern for the well-being of our retired player members. To
question my commitruent to the reurcd players is simply unfair and more importantly,
unfounded.
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