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Attorneys for Plaintiff(s)
VETERANS FOR COMMON SENSE, and
VETERANSUNITED FOR TRUTH, INC.
UNITED STATESDISTRICT COURT
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

SAN FRANCISCO DIVISION

VETERANS FOR COMMON SENSE, and CaseNo.  C-07-3758-SC
VETERANSUNITED FOR TRUTH, INC,,
CLASSACTION

Plaintiffs,
DECLARATION OF PAUL TAIRA
V. IN SUPPORT OF PLAINTIFFS
MOTION FOR PROTECTIVE
GORDON H. MANSFIELD, Acting Secretary of ORDER

Veterans Affairs, et al.,
Date:  January 4, 2008
Defendants. Time: 10:00 am.

Place: Courtroom 1, 17th Floor
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DECLARATION OF PAUL TAIRA

|, Paul Taira, declare asfollows:

1 | am an attorney licensed to practice law in the State of California and am admitted to
practice before this Court. | am an associate at the law firm of Morrison & Foerster LLP, counsel for
Plaintiffs VETERANS FOR COMMON SENSE and VETERANS UNITED FOR TRUTH, INC. |
have personal knowledge of the matters set forth herein and could and would competently testify
thereto if called as awitness in this matter.

2. | make this declaration in support of Plaintiffs’ Motion for Protective Order Permitting
Sealing of Documents and Information. Over the past several months, | have contacted hundreds of
United States military veterans with the purpose of interviewing them regarding their experiences
with the Department of Veterans Affairs (“VA”). Many of the veterans whom | interviewed
expressed concerns about retaliation from the VA if they were to testify publicly about the problems
that they encountered in obtaining medical care or in the adjudication of their disability claims.

3. | have learned that there are several factors fueling these concerns. First, the group of
veterans that are most relevant to this action are those suffering from Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder
(“PTSD”). Thisillness, often in conjunction with physical injuries, leaves many veterans unable to
obtain or maintain employment. Therefore, the afflicted veterans are often totally dependant on the
VA for medical care and their disability benefits may constitute their sole source of income. Second,
many veterans have heard anecdotal stories from their peersthat the VA hasretaliated against
veterans who have spoken up about their poor care or delays in disability benefit adjudication. In
these circumstances, many veterans have expressed serious concerns that they may be harassed or,
more importantly, that they may have increased difficulty obtaining medical care or that their
disability claims may be delayed, denied, or their benefits terminated.

| declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct and that this Executed
this 30th day of November, 2007, at San Francisco, California.

/S Paul Taira
Paul Taira
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| hereby attest that | have on file all holograph signatures for any signatures indicated by a

"conformed" signature (/S/) within this efiled document.
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