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I, Peter Skomoroch, I, declare as follows:

1. I am an equity partner at Data Collective, a venture capital firm in Silicon Valley. I
have personal knowledge of the matters stated in this declaration and could competently testify to
them if called as a witness.

2. From 2009 to 2013, I was a Principal Data Scientist at LinkedIn, the world’s largest
professional network on the Internet with more than 313 million members in over 200 countries
and territories. At LinkedlIn, I helped the company build tools that allows individuals and
companies to build profiles of their skills and interests. For example, the IRS maintains a profile

page about LinkedIn at https://www.linkedin.com/company/4922.

3. As part of my work as a Data Scientist, | helped LinkedIn develop algorithms that
provided users of our site relevant information when they do searches. In addition to the
information provided by the companies and individuals directly, we used a variety of outside
sources of information to help determine relevance.

4. Directories of business information are very helpful in developing these types of
algorithms. The IRS Exempt Organizations database is particularly important for the nonprofit
sector, but the fact that the data is released as bitmap images (scans) makes it much harder to take
advantage of this information.

5. The IRS Modernized e-File (MeF) format consists of Form 990 information coded
in the XML markup syntax, a format that is significantly easier to work with to extract
information.

6. Extracting information about companies is a common task for a large number of
established and startup companies in Silicon Valley. For example, if you search for "american
national standards institute" on Google, you will receive sidebar about the company which
includes information from the Wikipedia entry, as well as the Tax ID, the date it was founded, the
name of the CEQO, and the tax deductibility code which is 501(c)(3).

7. Rudimentary information about nonprofit companies can be found in the IRS

Exempt Organizations Business Master File. This file can be found at
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http://www.irs.gov/Charities-&-Non-Profits/Exempt-Organizations-Business-Master-File-Extract-

EO-BMF.
8. The Master File contains a few useful fields about organizations, including their
address, income, and assets. A description of the fields in the Master File can be found at

http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-soi/eo_info.pdf.

9. If individual returns in MeF format were made available, much more information
about organizations could be extracted and this information would be of great use to a number of
companies providing information on the Internet.

10. The XML format on which Modernized e-File (MEF) is based is a well-known
format for programmers. It would be very simple to parse information in these files and use them
in web-based services.

11. Working with the information currently released, which is in the form of bitmap
images, is much more difficult. Optical Character Recognition is difficult to use with low-
resolution TIFF images, which is what the IRS returns are released as. OCR is subject to
recognition errors and it is difficult to parse individual fields accurately. Data in MeF format is
not subject to these limitations.

12. I believe that the Exempt Organizations database is a valuable of source of business
information for an important sector and that information can be used to provide better directory,
search, and information services on the Internet. Providing the information in MeF format would

make the creation of those services significantly easier and more powerful.
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I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States of America

that the foregoing is true and correct and that this declaration was executed this 23rd day of

September, 2014 at San Francisco, California.

/s/ Peter Skomoroch

PETER SKOMOROCH
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