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UNITED STATESDISTRICT COURT
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA
SAN FRANCISCO DIVISION

ALLEN SHAHAN. Case No. 13-cv-03594 NC
Plaintiff, ORDER DENYING MOTION TO
v COMPEL PSYCHIATRIC EXAM OF
PLAINTIFF

GOLDEN STATE BRIDGE, INC.,

Defendant. Re: Dkt. No. 39

This is a maritime personal injury cadelaintiff Allen Shahan seeks damages for

Doc. 43

severe injuries to various parts of his bodgJuding a brain injury he sustained when a|100

pound choker fell approximately seventy faatl struck him on the head and shoulders|
Defendant Golden State Bridge moves to cehappsychiatric examination of plaintiff
under Federal Rule of Civil Bcedure 35(a). Dkt. No. 39.

Rule 35 provides that a court may orderaaty to submit to a mental examination |f

the party’s mental condition is in controveesyd there is good cause for the examination.

Fed. R. Civ. P. 35(a)(1). Tha controversy’ andgood cause’ requirements of Rule 35

“are not met by mere conclusory allegationshaf pleadings—nor by mere relevance to|the

case—nbut require an affirma#ivshowing by the movant theach condition as to which the

examination is sought is real&nd genuinely in controversynd that good cause exists for
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orderirg each partular exanmnation.” Schlagenhauf v. Holder, 379 U.S104, 118 {964).

Here, plaintiff agreed tmeurologcal and newopsycholgical deferse examigtions.
Thepurpose of theneuropsyhological xkaminationwas to de#rmine “the nature ad exten
of Plairtiff's alleged traumait brain injuy” and toaddress psychologi@al aspectsalated
to the ¢aim.” Dkt.No. 41 atl1l. The @urt finds hat GoldenState Bridje has notlgown
that theproposedisychiatricexamination is necesary. The notion to canpel apsychiatric
examiration of plantiff is DENIED for lack of god cause.

IT IS SO ARDERED.
Date: Septenber 16, D14

Natnanael M.Cousins
United StatedagistrateJudge
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