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What do you do with all the stuff you collect that you no longer want but
which is too good to throw away? At one time you might have given it to
some charity; these days you could sell the more presentable items on
eBay, but a new alternative is to freecycle it. This initiative was invented
last May by Deron Beal, who works for an American nonprofit
organisation called RISE, Inc, whose aim is to reduce waste. Local
communities form groups, each with a volunteer organiser and an
electronic forum on which members can post details of items they don’t
want, or of things they do. Members whose needs match then organise a
hand-over. The only rule, strictly enforced, is that no money must change
hands and there must be no bartering.

In the face-to-face world, it’s often hard to find that deserving person who
needs your specific load of useless castoffs. Enter the Internet, which not
only makes such networking easy but also has long been suffused with an
ethic that promotes gift giving. Since May, the Freecycle concept has
exploded, spreading from city to city with the speed of a grass (roots) fire.

{Salon, 25 Nov. 2003]

A couple of freecycling abuses have Dbeen identified. Ilegal drug
paraphernalia has turned up on some sites across the country, and
donated items occasionally are snatched up for resale elsewhere by
visitors exploiting the free-for-all spirit of the arrangement.

[Knight Ridder/Tribune News Service; 26 Jan. 2004]
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