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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

EDIN S. CASTELLANOS, Case No0.15-cv-00272-JSW

Plaintiff,

VOIR DIRE
V.

JEREMY J. MAYA,

Defendant.

STATEMENT OF THE CASE

On January 9, 2013, Defendant, Officer Jeremyalarrested Plaintiff, Edin Castellanos,
for driving under the influencef alcohol. At the time of his arrest, Mr. Castellanos’ blood
alcohol content was more than twice the legaltli Mr. Castellanos was transported by Officer
Maya to the San Francisco Jail for booking.

Officer Maya asserts that Mr. Castellamess loud and belligerent and did not comply
with his instructions. Mr. Caellanos denies this claim.

At the San Francisco Jail, Officer Maya broulyht Castellanos into a holding cell. The
parties agree that Mr. Casteitas’ hands were handcuffed behind back when he was in the
holding cell. Officer Maya asserts that, insite holding cell, he sead Mr. Castellanos on a
bench with his back to the wall. Officer Mayaeads that when he left the cell, Mr. Castellanos
was not injured. When Officer Maya’s partner eedethe cell, he discoved that Mr. Castellanos
sustained a cut to his head.

Mr. Castellanos denies thaffider Maya seated him on thereh and instead asserts that
Officer Maya shoved him head-first into tbiederblock wall and then left the cell.

Mr. Castellanos asserts that he wasred as a result of the incident.
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Mr. Castellanos maintains that Officer May@d®xcessive force against him in violation

of his Fourth Amendment rights and violatad First Amendment rights under the United Stateg
Constitution. Mr. Castellanos also claims that €dfiMaya deliberately lied in his arrest report

that Mr. Castellanos was not obeying his orders.

Mr. Castellanos was criminally charged widsisting, obstructing or delaying a peace

officer in addition to chargeer driving under the influence.

Officer Maya denies MrCastellanos’ claims.
QUESTIONS

Have any of you heard agad anything about the case?
My name is Jeffrey S. White. Do any of you know me?
My courtroom deputy is Jeriar Ottolini and my Law Clerks are Daisy Salzman, Rachel
Jones, and Kristin Ring. Do anyyou know any of these people?
The Plaintiff is Edin S. Castellanos. Heeapresented by Panos Lagosl Bennett Cohen.
a. Are any of you familiar with or do any wdu know either Plaintiff or his counsel?
b. Have any of you been represented by drdray business dealingth any of either

of Plaintiff's attorneys?
The Defendant is California Highway Pat@fficer Jeremy MayaHe is represented by

Amy W. Lo, who is a lawyer at the Office of the Attorney General for the State of

California.
a. Are any of you familiar with or do ammy you know the Defendant or his counsel?
b. Have any of you been representedbiad any business dealings with

Defendant’s attorney or the Attorney General’s Office?
In addition to Plaintiff and Defendant, tharties may call the following withesses:
[SLIDE OF WITNESSNAMES
a. Are any of you familiar with or do awy you know any of the potential withesses’
Have any of your immediate family membersa close friend ever been employed in the
law enforcement field or with any law ené@ment agency, including, but not limited to, 8

police department, a sheriff's department,ghliay patrol department, a department of
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

corrections or parole, an immigration offitkee Federal Bureau ¢rivestigation, the Drug

Enforcement Agency, or the Dapaent of Homeland Security?

a. Is there anything about that relatioips or relationshipghat would make it
impossible for you to be entlgeimpatrtial in this case?

Do any of you have an interaction wittw enforcement officers as part of your

employment?

If there were a conflict or disagreementha testimony of a law enforcement officer and

another person, would any of you tend to gimg more weight ocredibility to the

testimony of the law enforcement officer solbBsed on the fact that the witness is a law

enforcement officer?

There has been recent publicity about lawsuntsclaims of excessive force that have be

made against law enforcement officers and eigsn Do any of you have a belief as to

whether most of these cases are unfair,stified or should not be brought to court?

Do any of you believe that it is not fairraght to judge or send guess decisions made by

a law enforcement officer while he or she is on the job?

Have any of you, an immediate family memloera close friend ever had any training,

work experience, education, personal or volenexperience in the field of alcohol or

drug counseling?

Have any of you, an immediate family me&mlor a close friend ever had a substance

abuse problem with alcohol?

a. What is that peos’s relationship to you?

b. Is there anything about that experience Waild affect your ability to be a fair
and impatrtial juror in this case?

Do any of you have any moral, religiousilggophical or other beliefs against drinking

alcohol?

Have any of you ever had a significantlgaigve experience with someone who has had

too much alcohol to drink?

Have any of you, an immediate family membem close friend ever been involved in an
3
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17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

accident, or near accident, with somear® has been drinking and driving?

Do any of you, an immediate family member, or a close friend, belong to, donate to,
volunteer with, or have some other involvernheith any group concerned with drinking
and driving or alcohol use, such asthiters Against Drunk Driving or a similar
organization?

Are there any of you who believe that it is aoteptable to have ew one drink before
getting behind the wheel to drive?

Do any of you hold such strong feelingg®uat drinking and drivinghat you would find it
difficult to be a fair and impartial juror in@se where the person suing had been driving
under the influence of alcohol?

In this case, Plaintiffral Defendant will have conflicting testimony as to what has
occurred. Have any of you already formeddp@ion as to which party is more likely to
be truthful or accurate?

Do any of you feel as though you woulddeesonally impacted bg verdict and damage
award against a law enforcement officer?

Do any of you believe that law enforcemisnhore important than the protection of a
person’s constitutional rights?

Mr. Castellanos ieeking monetary compensation foirpand suffering. Do any of you
have any concerns about or oppositiotheidea of a persamcovering monetary
compensation for pain and suffering?

Have any of you, an immediate family memieclose friend ever had a back injury?
Have any of you, an immediate family meméeclose friend ever had a neck injury?
Do any of you, an immediate family member, or a close frienddrgvenedical training?
Do any of you, an immediate family mesnpor a close friend have any training in
biomechanics or accident reconstruction?

Do any of you have any such stroaglings about lawsuits brought to recover
compensation for a personal injury that it migffect your ability to be a fair and impartia

juror in this case?




© 00 N o g A~ w N PP

N N N NN N N NN P P P P B PP PR
© N o o~ W N P O © O N O o~ W N B O

20,

30.

3L

32

33.

34.

Do ary of youbelieve there sbuld be a cp or ceilingon the recwery in a pesonal injury
lawsuit?

Theburden of praf in a civil case is a “pgponderane of the evignce” standrd, which
meansyou mustoe persuadetly the evidace that theclaim is mae probablytrue than at
true, raher than poof beyonda reasonableoubt. Doany of youbelieve theburden of
proof sould be hgher than greponderace of the ewlence in ths case?

Is there anything &out your Iie experiene, backgromd, attitudesor opinionsthat you
believethe partieshould knav about thamight affed your ability to be a faiand
impartial juror in his case?

If youare selecteds a juror, Iwill instruct you that yaoi that you & not to coomunicate
with anyone in anyway and ag not to letanyone else&eommunicag¢ with you n any way
about he merits othe case oanything todo with it. This include discussinghe case in
personjn writing, by phone oother electonic meansyia e-mail,text messagg, or in or
on an hternet chatoom, blogwebsite oother sociaimedia. Doany of youbelieve that
you would not be hle to follow that instration?

Having heard the gestions puto you by he Court, ad having herd the respnses of
other @nelists, ca any of youthink of ary other reaso as to whyyou couldnot sit on ths
jury ard render adir verdict based on thevidence pesented to gu and in tle context of
the Caurt’s instrudions to youon the law?

Do ary of you hae anything hat you wodd like to bing to the @urt’s attenton (e.g.,
healthproblems, learing probéms, difficdty understading Englsh, personabias,
financial problemsetc.) thaimight affectyour abilityto be an effetive, fair and impartial
juror in this case?

IT ISSO ORDERED.

Dated: July 132016 | / .

JEFFREY SWHIT%
United'State/ Distrigt Judge




