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United States District Court
Northern District of Califorra
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STATEMENT OF THE CASE
Reserved — pending receipt of jpgtatement from the parties.
QUESTIONS
Have any of you heard agad anything about the case?
My name is Jeffrey S. White. Do any of you know me?
My courtroom deputy is Jeriar Ottolini and my Law Clerks are Daisy Salzman, Rachel
Jones, and Kristin Ring. Do anyyou know any of these people?
The Plaintiff is Edin S. Castellanos. Heeapresented by Panos Lagosl Bennett Cohen.
a. Are any of you familiar with or do any wéu know either Plaintiff or his counsel?
b. Have any of you been represented by drdray business dealingth any of either
of Plaintiff's attorneys?
The Defendant is California Highway Pat@fficer Jeremy MayaHe is represented by

Amy W. Lo, who is a lawyer at the Office of the Attorney General for the State of

California.
a. Are any of you familiar with or do amy you know the Defendant or his counsel?
b. Have any of you been representedbiad any business dealings with

Defendant’s attorney or the Attorney General’s Office?
During trial, the parties may call the following witnesses:
COURT WILL READ THE NAMES OF TH E WITNESSES and will post a
slide of their names.
a. Are any of you familiar with or do amy you know any of the potential withesses’
Have any of you, any family member, arlase friend ever been employed in the law
enforcement field or with any law enforcent agency, including, but not limited to, a
police department, a sheriff's department,ghliay patrol department, a department of
corrections or parole, an immigration offitkee Federal Bureau ¢rivestigation, the Drug
Enforcement Agency, or the office of homeland security?
a. Is there anything about that relatioips or relationshipghat would make it

impossible for you to be entirely impmitin a case where a law enforcement
2
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8.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

officer is being sued for excessive force?
Have any of you, an immediate family memloera close friend ever considered a careef
in law enforcement?
Have any of you, an immediate family memloera close friend ever volunteered with or
gone on a ride along with any law enforcement agency?
Do any of you have an interaction widlv enforcement officers as part of your
employment?
If there were a conflict or disagreementhia testimony of a law enforcement officer and
another person, would any of you tend to gimg more weight ocredibility to the
testimony of the law enforcement officer solbsed on the fact that the witness is a law
enforcement officer?
There has been recent publicity about lawsuntsclaims of excessive force that have be
made against law enforcement officers and eigsn Do any of you have a belief as to
whether most of these cases are unfair,stified or should not be brought to court?
Do any of you believe that it is not fairraght to judge or send guess decisions made by
a law enforcement officer while he or she is on the job?
Have any of you, an immediate family memloera close friend ever had any training,
work experience, education, personal or volenexperience in the field of alcohol or
drug counseling?
Have any of you served in the military?
a. If so, what service and rank?
b. Did you ever work with the military police?
Have any of you, an immediate family me&mor a close friend ever had a substance
abuse problem with alcohol?
a. What is that peos’s relationship to you?
b. Is there anything about that experience Waild affect your ability to be a fair

and impatrtial juror in this case?

Are there any of you who do not edeink alcohol of any kind?
3
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18.

19.

20.

21.
22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

Do any of you have any moral, religiousilggophical or other beliefs against drinking
alcohol?

Have any of you ever had a significantlgaigve experience with someone who has had
too much alcohol to drink?

Have any of you, an immediate family membem close friend ever been involved in an
accident, or near accident, with somear® has been drinking and driving?

Do any of you ever activefroid situations where peopd®uld be drinking alcohol?

Do any of you, an immediate family member, or a close friend, belong to, donate to,
volunteer, with, or have sonmher involvement with any group concerned with drinking
and driving or alcohol use, such asthiters Against Drunk Driving or a similar
organization?

Are there any of you who believe that it is aoteptable to have ew one drink before
getting behind the wheel to drive?

Do any of you hold such strong feelingg®uat drinking and drivinghat you would find it
difficult to be a fair and impartial juror in@se where the person suing had been driving
under the influence of alcohol?

In this case, it is undisputéhat Plaintiff, Mr. Castellaos, the person suing, Defendant,
Officer Maya, failed field sobriety tests ahdd a blood alcohol leVéhat was twice the
legal limit. Would these factead any of you to entirely sitount Plaintiff's testimony and
recollection of eventsn that basis alone?

Do any of you have an opinion as to weetPlaintiff could acaately remember what
occurred in his interactions with Defendd#rtis blood alcohol comint was twie the legal
limit?

In this case, Plaintiffral Defendant will have conflicting testimony as to what has
occurred. Are there any of you who haveatly formed the opinion that Defendant’s
testimony is more likely to be truthfal accurate than Plaintiff's testimony?

Do any of you feel as though you woulddeesonally impacted bg verdict and damage

award against a law enforcement officer?
4
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29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41].

42.

Do any of you believe that law enforcemisnnore important than the protection of a
person’s constitutional rights?

Mr. Castellanos iseeking monetary compensation foirpand suffering. Do any of you
have any concerns about or oppositiotheidea of a persamcovering monetary
compensation for pain and suffering?

Have any of you, an immediate family memieclose friend ever had a back injury?
Have any of you, an immediate family meméeclose friend ever had a neck injury?
Do any of you, an immediate family member, or a close frienddrgvenedical training?
Do any of you, an immediate family membaara close friend havany medical training
with the care and treatment of neck injuries?

Have any of you, an immediate family memhor a close friend ever worked in an

emergency room?

Have any of you, an immediate family member, or a close friend ever worked as an EMT

or in an ambulance?

Do any of you, an immediate family meanpor a close friend have any training in
biomechanics or accident reconstruction?

Do any of you have any such stroaglings about lawsuits brought to recover
compensation for a personal injury that it migffect your ability to be a fair and impartia
juror in this case?

Do any of you believe that the law or therte should be reformed in the way it permits
or handles personal injury lawiss or jury verdicts?

Do any of you believe there should be a cageding on the recoveryn a personal injury
lawsuit?

Do any of you believe there should be a cageding on the recoverny a lawsuit against
a law enforcement officer for excessive force?

The burden of proof in avil case is a “prepondance of the evidence” standard, which
means you must be persuaded by the evidencéhataim is more probably true than nat

true, rather than proof beyond a reasondblgbt. Do any of you believe the burden of
5
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43.

44,

45,

46.

proof sould be hgher than greponderace of the ewllence in adwsuit aganst a law
enforement office for excesive force?

Is there anything &out your Iie experiene, backgromd, attitudesor opinionsthat you
believethe partieshould knav about thamight affed your ability to be a faiand
impartial juror in his case?

If youare selected@s a juror, Iwill instruct you that yai that you & not to coomunicate
with anyone in anyway and ag not to letanyone else&eommunicag¢ with you n any way
about he merits othe case oanything todo with it. This include discussinghe case in
personjn writing, by phone oother electonic meansyia e-mail,text messagg, or in or
on an hternet chatoom, blogwebsite oother sociaimedia. Doany of youbelieve that
you would not be ble to follow that instration?

Having heard the gestions puto you by he Court, ad having herd the respnses of
other @nelists, ca any of youthink of ary other reaso as to whyyou couldnot sit on ths
jury ard render adir verdict based on thevidence pesented to gu and in tle context of
the Caurt’s instrudions to youon the law?

Do ary of you hae anything hat you wold like to bing to the @urt’s attenton (e.g.,
healthproblems, learing probéms, difficdty understading Englsh, personabias,
financial problems etc.) thaimight affectyour abilityto be an effetive, fair and impartial
juror in this case?

IT 1S SO ORDERED.

Dated: June &, 2016
X ,(/7/‘404 M%ﬁ_

JEFFREY S. //NHIT%
Unlted State Distrigd Judge




