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STATE OF CALIFORNIA, et al., 

Plaintiffs, 

v. 

DONALD J. TRUMP, et al., 
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 Defendants hereby submit the attached Declaration of Loren Flossman, Acquisition 

Program Manager for the Wall Program Management Office of the U.S. Customs and Border 

Protection (CBP), dated July 11, 2019, to update the Court and parties about CBP’s use of 

money from the Treasury Forfeiture Fund (TFF) for purposes of border barrier construction.   

 Mr. Flossman previously submitted declarations dated April 1 and May 14, 2019, in the 

above-captioned cases that explained how CBP intended to use the TFF for barrier construction 

along the southern border.  See California v. Trump (ECF Nos. 89-8, 150-1); Sierra Club v. 

Trump (ECF No. 131-1).  Those declarations explained that CBP had initially planned to use the 

TFF exclusively for projects in the Rio Grande Valley Sector.  See Flossman Decl. ¶ 5 (July 11, 

2019).  Based on consideration of the Fiscal Year 2020 budget, CBP now plans to utilize the TFF 

for planning and construction exclusively within the Rio Grande Valley and/or Laredo Sectors in 

Texas.  Id.   

 No final decision has been made as to the final barrier location for any project funded by 

the TFF in the Rio Grande Valley and/or Laredo Sectors.  Id. ¶ 6.  Prior to a final decision, CBP 

will need to complete planning work including design, hydrology studies, real estate surveys and 

appraisals, landowner identification and title work, and environmental work.  Id.  This planning 

work, which is ongoing, often takes several months to complete.  Id.  As in other locations, CBP 

will be in communication with landowners who are in a proposed barrier location and will 

continue to be in communication with landowners in a final barrier location throughout the 

planning process.  Id. 

Mr. Flossman’s prior declarations also stated that CBP was considering using the TFF for 

planning related to barrier construction projects in other Sectors.  See Flossman Decl. ¶ 12 (April 

1, 2019); Flossman Decl. ¶ 5 (May 14, 2019).  CBP has now determined that it will not use the 

TFF for any planning, which includes design, real estate surveys appraisals, landowner 

identification and title work, environmental work, payments of just compensation for lands 

acquired, and community and landowner outreach, in other Sectors outside of the Rio Grande 

Valley and/or Laredo Sectors in Texas.  See Flossman Decl. ¶ 5 (July 11, 2019). 
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DATE:  July 12, 2019    Respectfully submitted, 
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Tel.: (202) 616-5084 
Fax: (202) 616-8470 
Attorneys for Defendants 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


